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Torture Journal CTI
prize to the most
influential paper in
its 30 year history.

Pau Pérez-Sales, Berta Soley

On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of
Torture Journal, the Convention Against
Torture Initiative (CTI) launched the first
year of the annual prize for the best article
published in Torture Journal, with an eco-
nomic endowment of 1000 dollars.

CTI is an intergovernmental initiative to
strengthen institutions, policies and practices
and reduce the risks of torture and ill-treat-
ment by promoting universal ratification and
implementation of the UN Convention against
Torture by 2024. (https://cti2024.0rg/)

Being the first year, CTI and the publisher
agreed that the prize would be awarded to the
most influential article in the 30-year history
of the journal in the opinion of the journal’s
readers.

The selection process began with a short-
list by the Editor-in-Chief of 50 papers from
the more than 800 papers published since
1988. The selection was based on time frame
criteria (at least 1 article per volume), innova-
tion, methodological and scientific relevance,
and the number of citations as indicators of
impact. The list was intended to be a first se-
lection effort to limit the papers included for
voting to a manageable volume.

Out of a short list of 50 papers, the Edito-
rial Advisory Board carried out an anonymous
voting process which resulted in a list of 10 ar-
ticles voted on by all readers and members of
the IRCT network of centres.
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The CTI prize was awarded, following the
rules published in the Journal (Issue 2021/2)
and, according to the readers’ votes, to a series
of three articles by Ole Vedel Rassmussen:

Rasmussen, O.V, Amris, S., & Blaauw, M.
(2004). Medical, physical examination
in connection with torture. Section I.
Torture Journal, 14(1), 46-53; Section
11. Torture Journal, 15(1),37-45; Section
III. Torture Journal, 16(1), 48-55.

The three papers, written jointly with Stine
Amris and Margriet Blaauw, constitute an
effort to compile the medical evidence of
torture, further developing or deepening
some of the elements covered by the Istanbul
Protocol.
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