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Peter Gundelach/Karen Siune (eds, ): Frome Varers o Paeticipanis, Politica: Institute
of Political Science. University of Aarhus, 1992, 262 pp.

As is often the case with a Fessschrift (the book is subtitled Essavs in Honowr of
{Me Borre), this book covers a number of different topics. not alwayvs closely related
to each other, It follows from this that a short review wall not dooqusiice o all the
contributions and contributors. Nevertheless. the fifteen chapters (plus a bih-
liography covering Ole Borre's work) may tentatively be assembled under the
following headings: (1) elections and voters, (2) "new politics™ and {3} the mass
miédha.

As befitting 2 book in honour of Denmark™s “Mr. election studv™. the grond
serraeur of not only American, but also intermational, electoral research, Professor
Warren E. Miller has written the Arst chapter: "Changing Generations: Some
Consequences of Composittonal Change i the Amerncan Electorate™, Farty ideni-
fication has not only been one of the most important explanatory variables in
American electoral research. but it has also been one of the most controversial
concepts, especially in a European setting. In the US the decline of party identi-
fication has been seen as a confirmation of an on-going process of dealignnwa from
traditional parties and politics. Miller explains, more than defends. the original

concept of party identification by pointing to three very different patterns of change

in the American clectorate: one affecting Blacks, one affecting white Southerners
and one affecting non-5outhern. non-Black ciizens. Miller emphasiees the fact that
the post-New Deal generation of non-Southern. non-Black voters was ~almost
single-handedly responsible for the increased number of citizens with no party
wentification in the 197057, At the same time there has been an increase in the
proportion of party identifiers in this group since 1976, Miller therefore argues that
the pessimistic projection of a fundamental change in the American party system
is out of tune with more recent developments. Although contined in space. Miller's
chapter gives an informative picture of one of the most hotly debated 1opics in
American electoral research,

Soren Holmberg's “Undermiming of a Stable Party Svstem™ represents a follow-
up to Miller's chapter, with its emphasis on the decrease in party identification in
Sweden. Typical of the way party identblication bas been treated in European
studies, Holmberg concentrates on the strengeh of identilication rather than the
directional aspect that has been integral i the American stodies. In o Nordic
perspective, Holmberg shows that while Swedish voters had the Wighest level of
party identification in the mid-1960s, the situation is exuctly the opposite in 1991
Fewer Swedes identify with a party than do Norwegians and Danes. This devel-
opment correlates with an imerease i polineal distrust in the same period. Aldthough
Haolimberg mentions “sociological macro explanations”, his main explimatory vari-
ables are found within the political realm. More specifically. Holmbere emphasizes
an increasing distance between voters and parties on the lefi-right divide on one
hand, and decreasing agreement between voters and partics on pohitical tssues on the
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other. as “one of the explanatory factors™ behind the decline of party identification in
Sweden. This conclusion is definitely in accordance with Holmberg's earlier thesis
on the primacy of politics and the impotence of seciology. A critical note from
this reviewer 15 that Holmberg runs the risk of explaining a subjective political
phenomenon (party klentification) with another subjective political phenomenon
{viz. ideological affinity and pelicy evaluations). In other words. explaining politics
with politics, This, however, does not prevent Holmberg's chapter from giving
aluable insight into important trends with respect o the voter-party bond in
maodern societies.

Hans Jergen Nilsen's “Basic Questions™ and “UWiopian Goal” leave the theme of
party identification and focus on political trust. or rather distrust. Reporting from
a comparative study mcluding both mass surveys and im-depth interviews of the
same respondents, he confronts what he coins the most basic eriticism of Danish
election studies: not having asked voters directly whether they trust politicians or
not. The in-depth interviews revealed that the answers gathered by telephone did
not present the respondents” real opinions accurately, although the overall picture
was much the same. The substantial content of the study showed that the level of
trust, as well as of distrust, was not high (below 30 percent). People indicating trust
in politicians and the political system., did not shy away from vocing entical remarks.,
much in the same way as the more distrustful did not distrust all aspects of polines.
Mielsen's conclusions are hardly surpnsing o the political science community:
political trust is a very complex phenomenon that needs careful operationalization
and analysis, Criticism of politicians does not necessanily mean rejecuon of the
political system as such. But the interesting thing with Nielsen's analysis is that this
“wisdom” also applics to a system that has seen major political turbulence in the
last 200 years: emergence of an “anti-system” party (OGlistrup). numerous changes
of government and increasing individual distrust. Although Nilsen refers to some
international studies of political trust, I would like to have seen more systematic
references to the huge number of studies that have dealt with this subject in other
countries. Not the least because this book addresses an international audience.

Seren Rishjerg Thomsen changes the subject once again and turns 1o local
elections. He argues that local politics has been left oo much in the shadow of
national politics, and deserves more attention. Because local and national elections
in Denmark are not held at the sume tme, RBasbjerg Thomsen “invents™ an expected
national election by linear interpolation of the national elections before and afier
the local elections. By examming election results and turnout rates m different
types of elections, the empinical patterns seen 10 be mconclusive, It s hardly
surprising that “national politics has a considerable impact on local politics, but
also that “local politics matters™™.

Max Kaase's chapter on direct political participation in the EC countries in the
Late Lighties changes the topic to “New Polities”™. The analysis and conclusions in
this chapter represent a continuation of the famous Peditical Action volume, of
which Kaase was a principal contributor. Mew data affirm that “legal forms of
direct-action politics have been lirmly established as an element in the polincal
repertoire of citizens, both in attitudinal acceptance and in real action™, This
stutement is not very controversial in most countries today, But Kaase goes on Lo
analyse the structural and ideological “determinants” of various operationalizations
of civil disobedience. Despite & multitude of multivariate regression tables, [ am
surprised 1o find no reference whatsoever to statistical significance. Even comments
that “the signs are m the expected direction™ are of little interest if the coetlicients
are not significant.

Jorgen Goul Andersen’s chapter pives an omteresting overview of the man
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questions in the Decline of Class debate, i which Goul Andersen himself has been
an active participant. Although one can see major changes in old patterns between
occupational position {class) and voting preferences. Goul Andersen’s argument is
that there has been a clrenge in class voting, more than that elass voting as such has
disappeared. The public-private divide s one candidate for a new class cleavage.
but whether it constitutes an enduring cleavage 1s open to question. according 1o
Goul Andersen. Although he admits that part of his empirical analvsis is based on
few observations and quite often s not statistically significant. Goul Andersen’s
chapter presents an intellectually stimulating perspective. He does, however, indi-
cate that “culture”™ and “structure™ are cevmpening explanations with respect to the
pohitical impact of occupational class, a position to which Stein Rokkan may have
ransedd an evebrow in disapproval,

Palle Svensson and Lise Togeby pursue the theme of new social and pohitical
classes in post-industrial society, They approach the question of a “new class™ by
taking into account three criteria: education. occupation and sector. By combining
these variables the authors distinguish between “new maddle class™ (well-educated
professionals in the public sector). “vuppies” (well-educated professionals in the
private sector) and “plebs” (low education. no attachment to the labour market).
Analysing a sumple of persons between 19 and 37 vears of age. Svensson and
Togeby interpret the data as supporting the distinction between the aforementioned
three groups, Even though they find clear interaction effects between the explina-
tory variables, they claim that interaction s not “vital™ in this respect. Taking into
account the complex nature of all three explanatory vanables, this reviewer feels
that “disentangling” the effects may indeed be vital to the thrust of the arucle,
maumely the argument that post-industrial development really bas resulted in new
social classes. One important question left unanswered by Svensson and Togeby s
to what extent the new “class™ has developed any Kind of subjective olass ddeniy
[ConsCIousness).

Ole Tonsgaard concludes the section on voters and elections, although stretching
elections to include referendums. He develops a theoretical model of referendum
behaviour, building upon Fishbein's well-known attitude model. [n this model it s
important to distinguish between arrimdes o a specilic object and evaliciions of
relevant consequences. This may create problems. since it is often difficult, if not
out-right impossible. to obtain measures of evaluations that are independent of the
respondent’s attitude 1o the object. Even though Tonsgaard’s attempt o apply this
model on Danish referendums on the EC s interestimg. lus analyvsis ruises doubis
as to the appropriateness of treating evaluations as “causes™ of attitudes toward the

Karen Siune’s chapter on the agenda-setting function of the mass-media does
perhaps not present breathtaking news to most readers, but it gives a thorough
discussion of modern research in this area. Concentration of coverage is still pivotal:
the more concentrated the media coverage, the more increased salience of a given
ssue for a greater number of people.

Marit Bukke addresses the poliical implications of changes in media structure.
Her point of departure is the “demonopolization™ of Norwegian radio and television
in the 1980s. Despite the increasing number of TV-channels, the “Dallasification™
of TV programmes does not guarantee a real pluralism and choice for the individual
CONSUMET.

Peter Gundelach has compared attitudes w aborton in Denmark and Norway.,
His findings indicate that the effect of the Women's Movement has been smaller in
Drenmark than in Norway, perbaps becawse the right to legal abortion from the
beginning was less controversial in Denmark than in Norway, Diffusion theory does
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not present a good explanation of changing attitudes to abortion in either country.
It is noteworthy that there are indicatoss of increasing critical views on abortion,
and increasing emphasis on family values, especially in Denmark.

Nils Mortensen's chapter on “Future Norms™ also finds “the revival of con-
ventional norms in the family™ intriguing. This implies that individuals can change
values and norms effer ther formative years.

Chitra K. Tiwari and Sushil Ray Pandey present an interesting glimpse of election
research in the Third World, dealing with the first democrane elections m Nepal,
a country where Danish social scientists have played a major role.

The last chapter, but delinitely not the least, 15 Jergen EIKDUs companson of the
Danish electoral system between 1915 and 1920 with as adverse svstems as the
German system of 1949, the Bulgaran and the Hunganan systems of 1990, Elklt
shows how decisive the institutional framework is for the outcome of elections.
This reminder is particularly appropriate after a number of behaviour-oriented
studies presented earlier in the book. In this perspective EIRlits chapter is a worthy
Firerfe.

Although From Voters to Participanss contams @ number of disparate contni-
butions. the scope of the volume is perhaps its major virtwe. In today's world of
ever increasing specialization, even within social science, a volume of this kind
deserves many readers.

Bernt Aardal, Instingte for Social Research, Oslo

Anna Jonasdottir: Leve Power and Political Inrerests, Grebro studies 7: Hogskolan
i Drebro, 1991, 255 pp.

Love Power and Political Interests presents Anna Jonasdottie's doctoral thesis, It
has already received much attention within Scandinavian feminist scholarship and.
in January 1994, in a book to be published by Temple University Press under the
title Why Women are Oppressed. In this book, she seeks to develop a new approach
to feminist theory of patriarchy. The title itself indicates her task, which is to argue
that human love — caring and ecstasy = are those activities which the sexual struggle
of today revolves around. It is not primarily “the gendered division of work™,

r “gender socialization™ which makes patriarchy survive the Great Changes in
women's lives. The unequal power relations between the sexes must now, in our
type of society, “explain themselves”, Jonasdottir maintains.

The book is a collection of articles published through the years from 1953 to
1988, with two chapters written specifically for the presemt volume. In sum, these
articles cover a broad range of topics central to democratic feminist theory. Her
own theory of “Love Power™ s mainly focused in the first part of the book. She
here presents a critique of the “work fixation™ of socialist feminism. which then
leads on to an analysis of the concept of exploitation, its use in feminist theory,
and the outline of an explanatory typology which include both economically and
sexually based exploitation. The second part of the book contains a discussion of
the concept of political imterests, debates within feminist scholarship on women's
interests, and her own formulation on interests as “controlling presence™. Fur-
thermore, and closely reluted, there s a discussion of the meaning of citizenship,
individuality and sexuality in contemporary society, with emphasis on a critical
evaluation of the “difference™ arguments.
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