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This article cxamines the conditions that appear o have influenced political preferences of
Poles during the presidential electton m November 19900 The first section offers a short
introduction 1o the political and cconomic sitwstion of Poland after the rise (o power of
Solidarity. A short presentation of the main candidates, Walesa, Magowiceki and Tyminski.
and their political profiles is also provided here. Then results from @ servey condugicd one
week before the first round of the presidemial ¢lections are presemed amd discussed, s
concluded that there were some svstematic dilfergnees in secio-ceonomic status and values of
the supporters of the main candidates. Specific features of Mazowiceki's eleciorate were: high
social position, high level of education and high imcome. Typical values for this group were
pulitical and economic liberalism. Charactersstic of Walesa's electorale were o low level of
education, higher age, and an oocupation s a small businessman. Conservative Catholic
morality, anti-Semitism and pro-market sttitudes were overrepresented smong Walesa's
supporiers, Tyminski's supporters, finally, were disproportionately working cliss wnd voung
persons. His electorate was anti-liberal in bath the pelitical and the coonemic meanming of the
waord. His supporters were often apponents of traditional Catholic moraliny,

In August of 1989 the impossible happened in Poland: a non-communist
government under the leadership of Solidarity ook power. Government
bodies, the parliament. the mass media. and other important centers of
power were populated with former political prisoners. Poland was a free
country. Optimism and support for the new government were massive,

In the ensuing months. however. it became clear that the economic
situation was not the sole problem the country was facing. The critical
political issue was whether the Solidarity movement could retain its charac-
ter as a broad popular coalition (Heyns & Bialecki 19%1). During the spring
of 199) the political fragmentation within the formerly united Solidarity
front became apparent. The political struggle within the movement resulted
in the announcement by two of its prominent leaders. the chairman of
Solidarity, Lech Walesa. and the Prime Minister. Tadeusz Mazowiecki, of
their candidacies for the office of president.

The purpose of this article i1s o wdentify different factors that influenced
voters in the presidential elecuion that followed. The principal focus is
upon the impact of social charactenstics and attitudes of voters on their
preferences for different presidential candidates. The analysis uses standard
socio-economic variables such as class, education, and economic standing.
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The attitudes studied include the appraisal of a market economy, of Catholic
morality, and of liberal values in the political sense of the word. As an
introduction, an overview is given of the economic and political devel-
opment in Poland since the takeover of power by Solidarity. The article
continues with a brief description of the political profiles of the major
candidates. The empirical part of the article then contains two sections, In
the first section a description of social characteristics and attitudes of the
constituencies of the various candidates is given. In the second section, the
impact of social and attitudinal characteristics is systematically analyvzed by
means of multiple regression. The article ends with a discussion of the most
important findings.

The Setting

At the point of the transfer of power, Solidarity lacked a specific overall
economic program. The main approach advocated by the movement's
leading economic advisers was a gradual transformation to a market econ-
omy with a strong component of industrial democracy. The government's
economic program as developed by the liberal economist Leszek Balcero-
wicz, took a different direction, however.

The explicit goal of the government program was the rapid introduction
of a “Western™-style market economy in Poland. The program included
two phases: a stabilization phase and a restructuring phase. The stabilization
phase involved the establishment of “real™ price mechanisms in the
economy. Prices were to be deregulated and an austere financial policy was
1o help eliminate the budget deficit and dampen aggregate demand. It was
hoped that these measures would halt inflation and transform the zfory into
a stable and convertible currency. In the second phase, public companies
were to be privatized and private ownership was to become the dominant
feature of the economy. The goal was to break up the state’s monopoly
of the production of goods and services and to introduce competitive
mechanisms — and, in this way, to stiimulate production {Lipton & Sachs
1990; Ash 1991).

Effects of the new economic policy were not long in coming. Market
adjustment of prices resulted in an inflational shock in the early months.
Eventually, the rate of inflation became more moderate. Financial restraint
and curtailment of demand led to a drastic drop in production. A decline
in real wages occurred simultaneously with a dramatic increase in unem-
ployment. Positive developments included a stable exchange rate for the
country's currency, a surplus in foreign trade, and, not least of all, an end
10 queuing.

It was obvious from the start that the economic upheaval would ental
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severe hardships for the Polish people. It was not equally clear as o how
the ensuing discontent would be politically articulated. This uncertainty
was dispelled by Lech Walesa. Walesa appointed himself spokesman of the
malcontents. This served as the kick-off to the presidential campaign.

Six presidential candidates ran in the first election round. Among these.
Lech Walesa and Tadeusz Mazowiecki were generally considered the main
contenders. No hope was given the remaining candidates. Least attention
was paid to the completely unknown businessman. Stanislaw Tyminski,
wha, despite a motley past in Canada and Peru, was to leave his mark on
the election campaign.'

Wafesa: “F Am For and Even Against™

The chairman of Solidarity. Lech Walesa. had ten vears” experience leading
the opposition o the dictatorship. His skills in articulating and channeling
the discontent of the people served him well during the election campaign.
Walesa attacked Mazowiecki and the government with varving intensity
and arguments. In response to the nising level of discontent. the election
campaign slogan “acceleration”™ was adopted. The reforms. it was
sugeested. were certainly aimed in the right direction. it was just that the
process was proceeding far oo slowly. If elected president. Walesa prom-
ised a stepped-up tempo for the reforms and a rapid end 10 the peniod of
self-sacrifice. This was what could be called the positive phase of the
campaign. Walesa did not deny that his and Mazowiecki’s policies had
much in comman,

Dwering the negative phase of the campaign. however. it was criticism
that ~accelerated”. Mazowiecki's government was accused of not having
implemented any real changes. Evervthing was as it had been. The “reds”
were still everywhere, free to abstruct reforms. Under Walesa's leadership.
it was said, all abstacles to a new and prosperous Poland would be removed,

Walesa's economic program did not differ much from that of the govern-
ment. A market economy and capitalism as found in the "West™ were the
Key goals. Yet with regard to some more specihic issues, Walesa's proposals
were often contradictory. For instance. he advocated rapid privatization of
enterprises. while at the same tme cnticizing the government for its
inactivity with respect to unemplovment. The fact that privatization can be
expected, at least in the short run, 1o generate a nse in unemploviment did
not seem to faze him. Specific questions about Walesa's program were
often dismissed with the statement that the voters themselves were his
platform. His strength obviously did not lie in anv elaborate analvsis of the
political and cconomic situation. He persomitied Solidarity and its successtul
struggle against Communism. Those tasks that had proved oo difficult
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for the “eggheads from Warsaw™ would be handled successfully by the
electrician from Gdansk.

Mazowiecki: No Short Cuats

Tadeusz Mazowiecki was the opposite of the dvnamic Walesa. It took a
long time for Mazowieckl to decide to run for President. His campaign
staff, in part consisting of well-known intellectuals, had difficulty agreeing
on concrete strategies for the election campaign.

The mamn focus of Mazowiecki's campaign ultimately became a defense
of the incumbent government and a critique of Walesa and his political
supporters. The more encouraging aspects of the economic situation were
stressed. It was to the government’s credit, it was noted, that the country
was on the night track and that it had become a model country for ecanomic
reforms throughout Eastern Europe. Mazowiecki had never claimed that
the reforms would produce immediate results. The country was still only
al the “beginning of the road™ and more sacrifices would be necessary.
Mazowiecki as President, however, would be a guarantor for polincal
stability and for the continuation of the reform work that should not be
jeopardized by rashness.

The strongest criticism of Walesa appeared in the election campaign’s
perhaps most renowned article by Adam Michnik (1990). Michnik wrote:
“Are we on the way back to Europe, or on the way back to an old world
of populist dictators, of tribal feuds, of unending instability. (. . .} Lech
Walesa as President could be a catastrophe for the country. We risk hosting
the first Peronist type of regime in central Europe™ (author’s translation).
The wording of the article hints at the atmosphere which prevailed during
the election campaign and at the apprehensions that arose in the minds of
Walesa’s political opponents.

Tyvminski: Canada in Every Waller

Stanislaw Tyminski, by comparison, presented himself as the independent
candidate, He had been neither a member of the party nor of Solidarity.
Instead, he had spent his time as a businessman in Canada and Peru.
Tyminski's election strategy consisted mainly of attacking both Mazowiecki
and Walesa. Solidarity was to blame for the declining standard of living in
the country. The movement had nothing o show for its ten vears of
existence, (The fact that Solidarity had been illegal for much of those ten
yvears was ignored by him. ) Tyminski's quite apparent goal was Lo reap any
discontent that was aimed at the whoele of Solidanty.

Tyminski guaranteed that as president he would bring about a rapid rise
in the standard of lhiving. He promised significant improvement in the
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economic situation within six months, The initial positive effects would
become tangible within one month. How he planned o accomplish this,
however, remained unclear. Critics contended that Tyminski's election
campaign was a caricature of Walesa's. Where Walesa systematically under-
mined confidence in the government, Tvminski accused Mazowiecki of
treason. Walesa promised vague improvements as a result of “accelerated”
reforms: Tyminski declared that this could be realized almost immediatelv.
Populist promises that were aimed at channeling the voters’ discontent
eventually dominated the election campaign. Specific political 1ssucs and
political programs, on the other hand. received only himited space.

According to the official results of the first round of the elections,
40 percent voted for Walesa, 23 percent tor Tvminski. I8 percent for
Mazowiecki, and 19 percent for other candidates, It should be pointed out
that 60} percent of those eligible to vote did so in the first round of the
elections. In the second round. Walesa won a landslide over Tyvminski.
Voter participation was about 33 percent.

Data

The following empirical analysis is based on data from a national rep-
resentative survey conducted by the Center of Opinion Studies (CBOS)
one week prior to the first round of the presidential election in Poland. in
the analysis. persons who claimed 1o know which candidate they were going
to vote for have been combined with those who indicated a probable
candidate. The account is limited to Andings for the three candidates
who received the most votes in the first round. Persons who chose other
candidates were collapsed into the category “Others™. The CBOS survey
underestimated the constituency of Walesa by about 6 percent and over-
estimated the constituencies of Mazowiecki and Tyminski by abowt 5 and
3 percent respectively,

Socio-Demographic Characteristics

The relationship between the political preferences and social position of
voters 18 well documented in research on voter behavior in democratic
countries, People who share similar social circumstances and life situations
tend to seek similar political solutions o their problems. Roughlyv. it could
be said that there is a tendency among lower social classes 10 vote for leftist
parties and among higher classes 1o vote more conservatively. In social
science debates on political 1deologies and their social orgins. such
relationship is taken more or less for granted. The issues debated of Lute are
not whether such a relationship exists, but rather whether the correlation
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between class and political preference has been weakened in recent
decades, as well as whether other central aspects of the social structure are
importamt explanatory factors of voter alignments (Korpi 1983: Heath et
al. 1985; Holmberg et al. 1987; Marshall et al. 1985).

In the former Communist countries, the situation is different. The pol-
itical boundaries are often vague and cannot easily be located along a
“Western” ideological left-right scale. The polincal parties are weak and
only to a very limited degree promote specific group interests. Whether we
can find a social base for the political preferences despite the lack of o more
or less clear political map is the issue to be investigated below.,

Social Class

In Table 1, the choice of presidential candidate s shown according 1o
respondents’ class position. A simple means of summanzing the results in
the table is to divide respondents into three main categornes: white-collar
workers, manual workers, and self-employved persons. As can be seen. a
relatively clear-cut class pattern is found in the material. White-collar
workers primarily voted for Mazowiecki and secondly for Walesa. Walesa
had strong support among manual workers and both groups of self-
employed persons. Moreover, the voters in these latter two groups pre-
ferred Tyminski over Mazowiecki,

A more detailed analysis of the material yields further interesting find-
ings. Mazowiecki received his strongest support from the higher white-
collar workers. Almost half (45 percent) of the people in senior business
and administrative positions. intellectuals, and professional persons claimed
that they intended to vote for Mazowiecki (for similar results see Bialecki
1991}, The proportion of Tyminsky sympathizers among higher white-collar
workers, by comparison, was low, His support was stronger among other
groups of white-collar workers.

That the leader of Solidarity, Walesa, was widely supported by manual
workers seems guite natural. More startling, though. was Tyminski's rela-
tive success among manual workers. In all three of the manual worker
categories shown. voters preferred Tyminski over Marzowiccki, despite
Mazowiecki's roots in Solidarity and despite the support he recewved from
many of the movement's leading figures. In this respect, Tvminsk seems
to have been successful in his attempts to exploit worker discontent with
Solidarity. His success was primarily at the expense of Mazowiecki.

Support for Walesa among farmers and small businessmen was also
strong. Nearly half of all small businessmen preferred Walesa.” Tyminski's
support among self-employed groups was similarly stronger than Mazo-
wiecki's. Thus, it seems that the self-employed middie class to a great
extent placed their confidence in candidates who promised rapid improve-
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Table 1. Preferemce for Presidential Candidate, by Social Class.” Percentages.

Mazowiecki  Tyminski  Walesa  Oudher M

Higher white-collar workers

and professicns (1) 43 ] 27 Ll [y
Oither white-callar workers (2) k1] In R L3 [352)
Taotsl white-collar workers M s i 14 (451
Skilled manual workers (1) L X0 I L3 [ 305)
Unskilled manual workers (4} 17 n 42 Lk (137}
Manwal workers within

agriceliure and forestry (3) & 2t 3l s Ll
Total manuwal workers 19 9 L¥) 4 1502y
Sell-emploved farmers (6) i2 19 33 31 (124
Entreprencurs, craftsmen (7) [4 28 44 5 163)
Total self-employed 12 21 40 26 (389
Employees within commerce

and services (8] n 41 = b {52
Tuonal 23 26 K] [é (1354

* Coding of social classes:

(1) Dhrcctors, other managerial  white-collar workers, the professions,  middle-level

managers, school principals, physicions., lvsvers.

2] Civil servands, teachers, nurses, administroters and office workers, managers on lower

levels, specialists, techmicians.

(31 Skilled manual workers, supervisors/foremen.

(4) Unskilled working-class occupations,

(3) Manual workers and foremen within agrnicubure. foresiry. and flishing.
(6] Sell-emploved farmers amd assisting Gmily members,

(71 Craftsmen. small businessmen. and assisting Gamaly membars,
(8} Emplovees in shops (salespersons), shop manogers. postal emplovees, conductors,

lower level officers.

Persons mol eceonomically active are coded in aecordance with their previous occupalion or

spause’s occwpation,

ments and who maintained that the current problems were due to faulty
policies rather than to objective conditions beyond political control. Fur-
thermore, support for Tyminski was high among emplovees within
commerce. This is a rather heterogencous category which makes it difficult
to draw any definitive conclusions on the basis of our findings.

Edwcarion and Econoimic Resources

In Table 2, we see preferences for presidential candidate broken down by
the educational level of the voters, A clear correlation s found between
education and political preference for two of the candidates. Support for
Mazowiecki was lowest among respondents with only a compulsory school
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Tahle 2. Preference for Presidential Candidate, by Educational Level, Percentapes,

Mazowiccki  Tyminsks  Walcsa  Chiher M
Compulsory school 13 21 44 22 {3nd}
Vocmional education 1% 3l M 1% (374}
Upper secondary 25 24 32 14 {HIR)
Higher educatien 46 a2 3 k. (2213
Toral 23 2 R | I [ 1365)

education. and rose with higher levels of education. Mazowiecki was
clearly the most popular presidential candidate among those with higher
education. This pattern was reversed for Walesa. The lower the level of
education, the greater the support for Walesa.

The positive relationship between level of education and support for
Mazowiecki seems 1o be stronger though than the inverse relationship
found for Walesa supporters. The pattern was less clear-cut for Tyminski
and the results difficult 1o interpret. Moreover, preference for “other”
candidates was negatively correlated with level of education. The higher
the level of education. the smaller the proportion who voted for other
presidential candidates.

A relatively clear pattern also emerges when the choice of presidential
candidate is broken down by income categories.” Mazowiecki received his
strongest support from high-income earners. People with relatively low
incomes, on the other hand, tended to support Walesa. Support for Mazo-
wiecki varies to a great degree with income, whereas in the case of Walesa,
the variation appears to be weaker. For Tyminski, income seems to have
played a subordinate role.

Attitudes

How did different attitudes influence voter preferences in the presidential
election? To answer this question the effect on voting behavior of three
types of attitudes is examined, namely those towards the market economy,
towards some central aspects of Catholic morality, and towards liberal
values respectively.

This choice of attitudinal variables was primarily determined by the data
available. Nevertheless, the set of indicators analyzed here does cover some
of the issues which were and still are of major importance 1o the political
debate in Poland. The most striking omission in the data is the absence of
indicators measuring attitudes towards social inequality and social policies.
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Tahle 3. Anutudes Towards a Market Economy and Presidential Preferences, Percentages of
the Candidates” Supporters Who Are In Favor of Various Aspects of the Market Economy.

Mozowiecks  Tyminski  Walesa M

Frices ought (o be determined by marko
mechanisms {market alene or with some
government influence) At 4 e {50}

Most or all State-owned companics ought to be
privatized +3 34 i3 {4200

Unemployment is a necessary condition for
ecomomic reforms in the country (agree fully
oF agree somewhat) 35 37 42 {305)

Index on pro-market sttitudes {pro-market
responses 1o al least two of the questions
abwwve) 54 35 A (k2

In a period when social gaps in the society are widening, it is undeniably a
drawback not to have included such measures.*

Market Economy

As several sociologists have pointed out, the Polish people have opposed
the existing political system for decades, while sull accepting the basic
principles of the economic system. As late as in the middle of the 19805, a
majority of Poles expressed their support for State ownership of the means
of production and for a planned economy (Nowak 1988; Ziolkowski 1990)),
But support for socialistic solutions in the economic sphere has decreased
in recent years. This does not mean, however, that market-liberal solutions
are embraced without reservation (Adamski 1991).

Voter attitudes towards some central aspects of the market economy are
presented in Table 3. Not entirely unexpected is the fact that Mazowiecki's
supporters displayed the strongest and most consistent support. Large
proportions of his voters supported market-determined prices and a pri-
vatization of State-owned companies. The acceptance of the negative
consequences of the reforms was also most widespread among Mazowiecki's
voters. Unemployment was relatively often seen as a necessary cost of the
shift to a market economy. Among Walesa's voters, however, support for
the liberal economic reforms was weaker. The difference between the two
candidates’ supporters was most pronounced with regard to the costs of
the reforms (the inevitability of unemployment).

The lowest proportions of people who view a market economy favorably
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are found among Tyminski's supporters.” We can also see that support for
market principles was. in general, moderate. Only among Mazowiecki's
voters did more than 50 percent show favorable market attitudes on at least
two of the analyzed questions.

Catholic Values

The Catholic Church views its role in society as the guardian of traditional
morals. Periods of political and social unrest are often perceived by the
Church as a threat to existing societal norms. In order to protect the faithiul
from the evils of modernity, control needs to be maintained over the moral
standards of the society (Lipset & Rokkan 1967).

After the fall of Communism in Poland. the powerful Catholic Church.,
which most Poles identify with, tried to enhance its traditional role. The
Chureh’s interest focuses on moral gquestions such as child-raising. family
relations, and sexuality. In order to have an impact on these areas. the
church is seeking to increase its influence within political life. the edu-
cational system, the mass media, and culture: almost all areas of the public
arena have been targeted. Church participation in the public debate has
been rather brutish at times. The country’s bishops, for example, compared
politicians who were calling for a referendum on abortion rights 1o the
founders of concentration camps. Many observers consider today’s church
as an enemy of “the open society™."

As evidence from the survey underscores, attitudes towards the church,
or more correctly towards Catholic conservatism, are an important political
line of demarcation in today’s Poland, and plaved a significant role for
Poles during the presidential campaign. In terms of regular attendance at
mass. support for mandatory Christian education in the schools, and sup-
port for an absolute prohibition against abortions, the differences between
Mazowiecki’s and Tyminski's supporters, on the one hand. and Walesa's,
on the other, appear to be extensive and systematic (see Table 4). Walesa's
supporters displayed a higher degree of participation in religious activities
as well as a greater acceptance of the edicts and prohibitions decreed by
the Catholic Church.

Attitudes towards Catholic conservatism, in short, appear to have influ-
enced the pattern of political preferences in Poland. Conservative Catholics
preferred Walesa, whereas those who did not wish 1o see Catholic ethics
imposed in the form of secular laws supported Mazowiecki or Tyminski,

Anti-Liberal Values

Among many observers the fall of Communism has evoked an image of
Eastern Europeans as freedom-loving people who overthrew a “sclerotic”
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Table 4. Catholic Morals and Presidential Preferences, Proportons of Varieus Candidmes’
supporiers whoe Auend Church Begularly, Advocae Mandatory Christian Educanon. and
Support an Absolute Ban on Abortions,

Mazowicckn  Tvmimskn Walesa N
Adtends church regularly Al al 0T {6511
Supports mandatory Christian edecaiion s 1= a4 (27
Supporns absolete ban on aboriions i 4 149 {151)
Index on comnservatve Catholic maorals (all
three conditions apply) 5 +4 12 (5T}

Stalinist dictatorship. But it soon became clear that Communism was not
the only threat to freedom and democracy in these countries. Liberal values
(in the political sense of the word) did not prevail uncontested. Racial
prejudices, chauvinism, and authoritarianism that had coexisted svm-
biotically with the Communist regimes rose explosively to the surface
in some places. In Poland. anti-Semitism in particular took on startling
proportions.,”

The political significance of anti-S5emitism became abundantly clear dur-
ing the presidential campaign (Gebert 1991 Krzeninski 1991), [t was
clatmed that Mazowiecki and other prominent politicians who supported
his candidacy were Jews., A recurring demand of audiences at Walesa's
election meetings was a purging of Jews from the government. The slogan
“Jews to the gas™ was voiced on several occasions without any manifest
counterreaction. While Walesa explicitly denied being an anti-Semite. he
also stressed his “one-hundred percent Polishness™ with “documents to
prove it”. In the face of open anti-Jewish sentiment, Walesa and his staff
chose to hold a low profile. It is possible that they viewed anti-Semitism as
a useful wol in their political struggle.

The national survey analyzed lacked direct measures of racist attitudes.
To assess this dimension it 15 therefore necessary to employ a surrogate
measure — i.e. attitudes towards selling stocks in prominent Polish com-
panies to foreign investors of various nationalities as proxies. There are,
of course, several possible reasons for opposing the sale of stocks o
foreigners. Opponents to large-scale privatization would presumably also
be opposed to excessive influence being afforded to foreign capital. More-
over, supporters of privatization might perceive foreign capital as a threat
to budding Polish capitalism. In addition, the sale of Polish companies
to foreigners during an acute economic crisis might be viewed as both
unprofitable and irresponsible.

In Table 5 respondents who oppose the sale of Polish companies to
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Table 5. Anti-Semingm and Presidemtiol Preferences, Proportions Among Yarious Candidanes’
Supporters who Oppose the Sale of Polish Capital 10 Americans and 1o Jews, Respectively.

Mazowiecks Tyminsks Walesa M
Americans 18 M u {272)
Jews Jiy Hix Tl i)
OF w el to Americans but non 1o Jews 27 42 Bl {05

* The wording of the question: “If the Jews/Americans would like o buy stocks m a
prominent Polish company, how large a portien should the government sell 1w them™™ The
results shown are the proportion of respondents answering “Don't sell any ar all™.

foreign capital are distinguished from those who embrace xenophobic
attitudes, More precisely. persons who oppose the sale of Polish companies
10 Americans are compared with those who oppose purchases of stocks by
Jews. A nezative attitude towards American capital in this context could
be conceived as being grounded in the negative evaluation of the influence
of foreign capital in general. The differences in attitudes towards Americans
and Jews that are found. in contrast. may be interpreted as a sign of anti-
Semitic attitudes.

As we see from the table, anti-Semitic attitudes appear to be relatively
common among the respondents. The proportion of respondents accepting
American but rejecting Jewish capital is especially large among Walesa's
and Tyminski's sympathizers.®

Another indication of anti-liberal values found in the data was people’s
attitudes towards capital pumshment. The debate about the death penalty
and 1ts possible abolition plaved no role during the election campaign.
Despite this, people’s attitudes on this issue differed among supporters of
the various candidates: 28 percent of Mazowiecki's, 33 percent of Walesa's,
and 38 percent of Tyminski's supporters definitely supported the retention
of the death penalty. Those absolutely opposed to the death penalty
constituted 17 percent of Mazowiecki’s, 12 percent of Walesa's, and 8
percent of Tyminski's supporters. The differences here were moderate, but
would snll, in combination with the analysis above, indicate that the most
consistent support for liberal values is found among Mazowiecki's voters.”

The Determinative Factors of Voting Preferences

Up to this point, the analysis has shown the effect of various background
charactenistics and attitudes on choice of presidential candidate, It does
seem reasonable to assume, though, that the values being examined are
related to each other, and, further, that they are influenced by background
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characteristics. It is difficult, therefore, to determine the relative import-
ance of the correlations presented so far. To gain some insight into this
question the relations between background characteristics. values. and
choice of presidential candidate have been investigated by means of mul-
tiple regression analysis. The assumption here 1s that the background
characteristics may influence. both directly and indirectly, via attitudes. the
dependent variable, that is the preference for different candidates. In
the latter case, attitudes constitute an intermediate link between socio-
demmographic variables and the dependent variable. The purpose of the
analysis is to find a pattern of life situations and fundamental values that
could explain voting preferences.

In Tables & to 8, the findings of a series of regression analvses are
presented." In the first model in Table 6 (Model A). the effect of the
background factors on the propensity to vote for Mazowiecki 1s analyzed.
Education and income are the variables most strongly related 1o support
for Mazrowiecki. Age and residence in the metropolitan arcas also have
some (positive) effect. Class differences scem to be less important for the
outcome here as compared to what is indicated in Table 1. In Model A,
there 15 a positive effect of belonging to the higher white-collar workers
category. However, this effect is relatively weak which i due 1o the fact
that educational level is also used as a predictor in the model.' Moreover.
a part of the class effect is mediated via income, The high educational-
and income-levels can thus explain. at least 1o some degree. white-collar
workers” strong preferences for Mazowiecki. Mazowiecki thus appears
primarily to be the candidate of the well-educated people and of high-
INCOME earners,

The correlations seen in Model B in the wble largely follow the same
pattern as those seen in Tables 3=5 above. Marowiecki's supporters were
liberal in both the political and economic sense of the word. Thev repudiate
the death penalty and anti-Semitism more often than other voters do. and
they are favorably disposed to a market economy. In addition. their
attitudes towards Catholic conservatism are often negative. A positive
attitude towards a market economy seems to be the most important explana-
tory factor here (see f-values). A comparison of R- values in Models A
and B reveals that the attitudinal factors have less explanatory power than
the background characteristics,

Finally, Model C includes both background vanables and attitudes. In
general, it can be said that the effects of the background variables are
somewhat weakened. (This can be seen when one compares fi-values in
Models A and C.) This means that they influence voting preferences both
directly and indirectly. via various attitudes. The significance of income.
and especially of education. however, remains central, It should also be
pointed out that (the negative} effect of belonging to the group of small
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entrepreneurs is significant in this model. The parameter estimate is rela-
tively uncertain, though. which becomes apparent when the material is
analyzed by means of logical regression. In any case, it must be concluded
that small businessmen do not seem o be favorably disposed to Mazo-
wiecki, despite his market-oriented policies.

When background characteristics are held constant. the effects of pro-
market values are weakened. and the importance of attitudes towards
transitional Catholic morals becomes negligible. This s largely due to the
fact that educational level is strongly negatively related 1o Catholicism. In
contrast, the sigmbcance of hberal values remains almost unchanged.

A partially inverse pattern emerges when Walesa's supporters are ana-
lyzed. An analysis of the significance of background variables (Table 7;
Model A} indicates that the level of education has a clearly negative effect
on the propensity to symipathize with Walesa. The level of education is also
the variable which explains the (relatively speaking) weak support from
white-collar workers (cf. Table 1). The only significant class difference in
the model indicates that Walesa enjoved strong support among small
businessmen. In total, class explans somewhat less of the support for
Walesa than education does.'? 1t is also shown that big-city residents, and
particularly persons in the older age bracket, tended 1o express a preference
for the leader of Solidarity.

In contrast to Mazowiecki's supporters. Walesa's exhibit anti-liberal
values. Their attitudes towards Jews are negative (see Model B). Their
propensity to vote for the Solidarity leader is furthermore strongly {posi-
tively) related to a favorable attitude towards Catholie conservatism. In
cammuon with Mazowieckr supporters, Walesa supporters exhibit a positive
attitude towards a market economy. This result diverges from what was
shown in Table 4. When one considers the negative correlation between
Catholic conservatism and pro-market attitudes, supporters of the Soli-
darity leader appear to be positive to the economic reforms. Catholicism
is the variable which is far and away the most strongly related to support
for Walesa (the f-value). A comparison of R? values in Models A and B
indicates that the background properties and attitudes, each in their own
right, are nearly equally strongly related o the propensity to vote for
Walesa.

When both sets of variables are treated simultaneously (as in Model C)
the direct effects of the background properties on the variable being studied
do not change wangibly. Even the effects of the attitudinal vanables remain
largely the same. The only noteworthy changes here include the fact that
the importance of a positive attitude wwards a market economy s enhanced
when one takes into account (the low) level of education, and that the
importance of attitudes towards Catholicism s weakened when age and
education are held constant.
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Results of the regression analysis for Tyminski's supporters differ sub-
stantially from both of the pictures presented above. Significant class effects
{cf. Table 8, Model A) indicate a relatively strong propensity to vole for
Tymunski among skilled manual workers, unskilled manual workers, and
employees within the commercial sphere. Of the remaining effects
studied, only age has a significant impact. Young voters display a tendency
to favor Tyminski. The relationship among background properties other-
wise lacks significance here.

In contrast o Mazowiecki's and Walesa™s adherents, Tyminski's sup-
porters are unfavorably inclined towards a market economy (Model B).
Their attitudes towards liberal values are also negative. The factor that has
the strongest correlation with a preference for Tvminski is a negative
perception of Catholic conservatism. However. the variance explained (R7)
in this model is less than in corresponding models in Tables 6 and 7.

From Model C, we can see that the direct effect of the background
variables is somewhat weakened when they are analyzed in combination
with values, Nonetheless, the main tendencies from Model A remain. The
sume applies to the influence of the attitudes on the variable studied. Of
all the predictors studied, the effect of age emerges as the most powerful.

Overall, the studied correlations were moderate. If one compares R-
values in the analyzed models with an R value in a regression model
depicting the choice of political bloc in Sweden. it is clear that standard
predictors of political sociology explain voting behavior in Sweden bener
than in Poland. The ability of these predictors to explain preference
for political bloc in Sweden. though, has decreased in recent decades. ™
Traditional political patterns are perhaps growing weaker in the old Euro-
pean democracies. At the same time stable patterns have not yet evolved
in the new democracies.

Discussion
Despite the fact that the correlations shown here are not particularly strong,
in light of the tendencies which emerge in the analyses reported above it
15 possible to draw some conclusions about the mfuence of the living
conditions and values on people’s choice of President in Poland in T9H)
Mazowiecki's voters were characterized by high education and high social
position. Mazowiecki represented the so-called intelligentsia. Peaple with
higher education viewed democracy and a market economy as pre-con-
ditions for individual development and success. Mazowiecki's policies were
perceived as a serious and consistent attempt 1o break with the Communist
legacy.

Furthermore, the economic crisis did not harm the privileged groups in
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society (o the same extent as it harmed other groups. High-income earners.,
for instance, did not experience the same insecurity as did low-income
earners. The support for Mazowiecki was thus a natural consequence of
one’s economic well-being, Yet Mazowiecki seems to have failed in his
attempts 1o span conflicts between different interests in society. The social
groups who were not immediately disadvantaged by the economic trans-
formation were his primary supporters. One can add that the impact of
socio-gconomic factors on the propensity to vote for Mazowiecki was higher
than for other candidates, which means that the position of his supporters
within the socio-cconomic structure was relatively well defined (see also
Bialecki 1991).

Walesa's voters, on the other hand, were more likely to experience
insecurity in the face of a systemic transformation. This insecurity bound
less-educated people and older people from different social strata together
in a search for a strong and effective leader. Older people in particular
may have felt threatened by social upheaval. which has a destabilizing
effect on their status in the labor market, In addition, the incomes of retired
persons become less certain in an inflational economy. Walesa's promise
of maximum change at minimal cost, despite its apparently contradictory
character, obviously fell on fertile ground here.

Walesa's popularity among small businessmen can be explained as much
by his generous promises as by the fallure of the incumbent government’s
policies. Decreasing real wages reduced the demand for the goods and
services produced by small companies. The high rate of inflation forced
up interest rates, resulting in expensive bank credit. This reduced the
opportunities for investment and development for small businesses, [t can
also be noted that social class explained a surprisingly small proportion of
sympathy for Walesa. When the impact of other factors is considered. the
standing of the Solidarity leader was only insignificantly stronger among
manual workers than among farmers and white-collar workers,

Solidarity’s greatest dilemma after taking power was how to represent
the interests of the employees of large. State-owned. unprofitable com-
panies and at the same time support market reforms (Ziolkowskr 1990),
This dilemma has remained unresolved. No one has as vet succeeded in
combining rapid economic reforms with a guaranteed social security. It is
here that we probably find the explanation for Tyminski's relative success
among manual workers. Where central problems remained unresolved.
important needs were left unfulfilled, and disappointment with Solidarity
was widespread. support for Tyminski was strong. Other research has also
revealed that support for Tyminski was particularly strong in regions
suffering from high unemployment. considerable structural problems, and
high criminality. Tyminski scems to have attracted votes from the dis-
contented and from those who found the current politics and its svmbols
alien (Zukowski 1991,
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According to a Polish sociologist, the reform program introduced by the
first post-Communist government could be characterized as “exhortations
10 build the social order from the grass roots (“evervihing 15 in your hands™)
without providing sufficient opportunities for the implementation of that
requirement” (Kolarska-Bobinska 1990, 281). This gap between the ends
and means 1s crucial for understanding how divergent social circumstances
influenced voting behavior during the presidential election. A majority of
Poles agreed more or less unambiguously on the goals, Those who also
seemed to have the means (social position. education. and money) sup-
ported Mazowieckl. Those who lacked the means and/or suspected that
they would not live long enough to see those goals attaned (the old) voted
for Walesa. Those who questioned the goals, for instance manual workers
who disliked the idea of the market mechamsms determining whether their
companies were profitable or not, and those who were less precise about
the goals but who wanted 1o have fun along the wav (the voung) chose
Tyminski.

The differences in attitudinal patterns that emerged in this study can be
given both a historical and a current explanation. The difference between
Mazowiecki's and Walesa's voters had its roots in Solidarity’s history. There
had always been people in Solidarity who primarily viewed the movement
as a movement for democracy and civil nghts. They advocated universalism
and humanitarian values. Other members of Solidarity primarily saw it
as the Polish national resistance movement against the Soviet, atheistic
communism. They advocated a national particularism and a popular Cath-
olicism. The former image of Solidanty was better known outwards, due
to its advocates” more pronounced literary skills. This tradition is primarily
represented among Mazowieckl's voters. Thewr atintudes towards liberal
values shown above could serve as evidence of this. Supporters of the second
tradition are mainly found among Walesa's supporters: anti-Semitism and
conservative Catholicism were overrepresented among them.

Finally, Tyminski's voters displayed a mistrust towards liberal economic
reforms and against the growing influence of the Church. None of the more
established politicians seem o have been able or willing o deal with the
apprehensions that gave rise to this mistrust, That Tyvminski’s voters showed
signs of anti-liberal values. moreover, is understandable in light of the
atmosphere prevailing at his election rallies and the types of argument he
used. The more committed supporters of democracy could not easily have
voted for him.

Divergent social interests have in Poland not vet been “translated™ into
a stable party system. Even so, the fundamental hypothesis of political
sociology - i.e. that social circumstances influence voting behavior — has a
certain validity in post-communist Poland. In addition, the basic attitudes
examined here = attitudes towards the liberal market ideology, conservative
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Catholic morality, and anti-liberal political values = have significant effects
on people’s choice of presidential candidate,
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MNOTES

5

9.

1,

The following account is based on Ajnenkiel eval. 19910 Bazylko & Wysocks 1991:
Erzeminskn 1991 and Winzarska-Maziuk 1991

That refatively high proportions of ageicultural workers and farmers supported other
candidates 15 due to the fact that the agrarian condidate Barvosecee 15 included m the
categary “Oithers™,

The interviewees were asked 1o group themselves (or the family's head of houschold)
in one of nine ingome categonies, The relevam tahle is not given.

Considering that previeus research has shown that egalitarian stitudes and support
[or the welfare svsrem are relatvely well-anchored among Polish poople (MNowak 1985
Ziolkowskr 1991 Kolarska-Bobinska 99§, this omissien is quie starling.

The proportion of Tyminski and Walesa supporiers who were in favor of privatization
is ghout the sume. Among Tyminski's supporters. though, the proporion who were
clearly negative was significantly greater.

The above 15 based on imterviews with Adam Michmk and articles by Barbara SGinos:
and Dawid Warszawski in Pofitvia and Cazeta Weborcza,

Anti-Semitism has heen wsed for decades as an important instrument by the Com-
munists in their strugele apsmst democracy. The student revalt of 1968 was suceeeded
by a centrally organized. conspicucus anti-Semitic campaign. In the 1950k, anti-Semitic
arguments were used against Solidarity.

Ohher research findings support the results here: 25 pereent of Magowiccki's compared
with 50 percent of Walesa's supporters thaught thit “Jews exert too much influence
in Poland™ {(Gebert 1991 It may seem strangs that ant-Semitism contimues 10 play
o political role in a country where there are only a few Jews e, The mechamism that
miukes this passible has been described by o Polish historian as a process of aen-
cralization of ant-Jewish attitudes. Previowsly, Jews were pereerwed (in some arcles)
a5 enemics: today, enemigs are climmed o be Jews (Krvstvna Kersten in the weekly
newspaper Poliovka: 191,

Using attitudes wwards the death penalty as an indicator of iberal values is relatively
commaon practice [see. for example. Heath ev al, 1983). These authors show (p. 117)
that attifudes o the death penally constitute 2 line of demarcation within British
politics. A0 percent of Labour's voters and 27 percent of the conservimives clearly
disapprove of the proposal o reintroduce the death penalty.

Im cach of the analvses, those who support one of te three candidates are aiven the
vilue 1. whereas all others who expressed some preference are given the value U0, The
procedure means that Mazowieckn's supporters are given the value ©in the firs
analysis, Walesa's in the second, Tyvmimski's i the third. In addition o social class.
education. and income, we include age and town of residence as prediciors of voting
preferences. Class position i coded as aset of dummy variables in which self-employed
farmers constiute the referenee category, The wown of residence 15 also measured s
o ey variable. Big citics with mone than SULOMY inhabitants sre given the value
[. Other wowns are given the value U In the preliminary anaivses, sex and marital
slatus were also used as prediciors. When they were foumd 1o be unrelied to voting
preferenees, they were excluded from sl analvses here, The vanables for market andd
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Catholic anitudes are additive ndices based on the questions that are used in Tables
Y and 4. The varables that are included in these ndices fell inmo two separate
dimensions i a factor analysis. The indices have been standardized insuch a way that
they can assume values from 0o 1. The value | onthe index that measures Catholicism
means that the respondent repularly attends mass. is in favor of mandatory Christian
cducation in schools, and sdvocates an absoluie ban on abhortions, The value 1 on the
variable market implies mtitudes strongly v favoer of market pringiples,

i1, This cannot be seen from the wable, To be able 10 make this stilement. regression
analyses were conducted where the significance of the class variable and edugation
were studied separately. The resulis indicare that edugation explains more of the
support for Mazowiccki than does class (R value). For reasons of space. the results
are ot shown here. Moreover, the logistic regression shows that the parameter
estimate for higher white-callar workers is relatvely unstable. Inthe logistie regression.
this ¢ffect was insignificant. It is important 0 mention that all results presented m
Tables 68 have been tested by means of logistic regression. In practically all ciases,
the resulis of hath approaches coincide. In those cases where some devistions were
noted. this is discussed in the text.

12. It was also necessary here to emer the variables into the regression cquation stepe-by.
step. See note 11,

13, It should be observed that the fact thi sympathics for Tyminski are relatively high
among manual workers does not imply that Tyminski was the primary candidage of
manual workers (compare Table 17 What o anstead implies s that manoal workers
distinguish themselves from the reference group (Tarmers) with regard w their sym-
pathies for Tvminski.

14. The comparison with Sweden is interesting here owing s the fact that class voting in
Sweden is by international standards very strong (Inglehart 190, 260}, 1n the Swedish
analysis of the 1985 election. ¢lass. employment sector, arey of residence. and religion
were used as predictors, The RY value was (L18 (Holmberg et al, 1957, 221-222),
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Catholic morality, and anti-liberal political values = have significant effects
on people’s choice of presidential candidate,
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MNOTES

5

9.

1,

The following account is based on Ajnenkiel eval. 19910 Bazylko & Wysocks 1991:
Erzeminskn 1991 and Winzarska-Maziuk 1991

That refatively high proportions of ageicultural workers and farmers supported other
candidates 15 due to the fact that the agrarian condidate Barvosecee 15 included m the
categary “Oithers™,

The interviewees were asked 1o group themselves (or the family's head of houschold)
in one of nine ingome categonies, The relevam tahle is not given.

Considering that previeus research has shown that egalitarian stitudes and support
[or the welfare svsrem are relatvely well-anchored among Polish poople (MNowak 1985
Ziolkowskr 1991 Kolarska-Bobinska 99§, this omissien is quie starling.

The proportion of Tyminski and Walesa supporiers who were in favor of privatization
is ghout the sume. Among Tyminski's supporters. though, the proporion who were
clearly negative was significantly greater.

The above 15 based on imterviews with Adam Michmk and articles by Barbara SGinos:
and Dawid Warszawski in Pofitvia and Cazeta Weborcza,

Anti-Semitism has heen wsed for decades as an important instrument by the Com-
munists in their strugele apsmst democracy. The student revalt of 1968 was suceeeded
by a centrally organized. conspicucus anti-Semitic campaign. In the 1950k, anti-Semitic
arguments were used against Solidarity.

Ohher research findings support the results here: 25 pereent of Magowiccki's compared
with 50 percent of Walesa's supporters thaught thit “Jews exert too much influence
in Poland™ {(Gebert 1991 It may seem strangs that ant-Semitism contimues 10 play
o political role in a country where there are only a few Jews e, The mechamism that
miukes this passible has been described by o Polish historian as a process of aen-
cralization of ant-Jewish attitudes. Previowsly, Jews were pereerwed (in some arcles)
a5 enemics: today, enemigs are climmed o be Jews (Krvstvna Kersten in the weekly
newspaper Poliovka: 191,

Using attitudes wwards the death penalty as an indicator of iberal values is relatively
commaon practice [see. for example. Heath ev al, 1983). These authors show (p. 117)
that attifudes o the death penally constitute 2 line of demarcation within British
politics. A0 percent of Labour's voters and 27 percent of the conservimives clearly
disapprove of the proposal o reintroduce the death penalty.

Im cach of the analvses, those who support one of te three candidates are aiven the
vilue 1. whereas all others who expressed some preference are given the value U0, The
procedure means that Mazowieckn's supporters are given the value ©in the firs
analysis, Walesa's in the second, Tyvmimski's i the third. In addition o social class.
education. and income, we include age and town of residence as prediciors of voting
preferences. Class position i coded as aset of dummy variables in which self-employed
farmers constiute the referenee category, The wown of residence 15 also measured s
o ey variable. Big citics with mone than SULOMY inhabitants sre given the value
[. Other wowns are given the value U In the preliminary anaivses, sex and marital
slatus were also used as prediciors. When they were foumd 1o be unrelied to voting
preferenees, they were excluded from sl analvses here, The vanables for market andd
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