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SUMMARIES IN ENGLISH

Lise Busk-Jensen: The woman, women, femininity — considerations to the fundamental
concepts of women’s studies.

On the background of the considerable development in women’s studies during the last
15 years, this paper discuss the concepts of women and femininity in this discipline. The
paper outlines some principal ideas in philosophy and science concerning sexual diffe-
rence from 19. century until today. It shows how women wrighters have presented their
ideas of freedom within this traditional framework. The essential assumption is, that
women’s studies must replace the romantic idea of 'the Woman’ with the conception of
both 'women’, that is concrete, real biological women at all times, and ’femininity’, that is
the ideological imagination of "the Woman’, which has had a normative influence.

Libby Arcel Tata: Shame and suicide attempt in an adolescent girl.

The article has two purposes: to define the concept of shame, both as a human feeling
and as a means of social control of the woman through the central position of shame in
sexual morality.

Furthermore the article tries to prove the probability of a connection between the
feeling of shame and suicide attempts of women. Attempted suicide is seen as an act of
protest, by which the woman refuses to live up to the set of demands made on her. The
demands find their clearest expression in the ruling sexual morality in a given society in a
given historical period and its implicit cenception of women.

Through a qualitative analysis of a Greek girl’s suicide attempt the article examines
how the conception of women in the morality of honour — the ruling sexual morality in
Greece — is expressed in the girl’s self-understanding and the the familys understanding
of her actions prior to the suicide attempt.





