During the last years we have seen an increase in the support for environmentalism. The reasons
behind this development are discussed. Three approaches are used: (1) The pollution problems
have inereased. (2) The younger generations have been socialized in a periode where the serious-
ness of the ecological problems have been recognized. (3) The younger generations are more post-
materialistic in their values than the older ones (Inglehart). They put higher priorities to environ-
ment as a result of growing up in a society with material and economical security .

Evert Vedung
Green Light for the Green Party in Sweden

New partics are formed when major established parties fail to provide acceptable forms of linkage
between electorate and government. Underlying the formation in 1981 of the Green Party in
Sweden are at least two pereeived clectoral linkage failures, both of them related to nuclear energy.

In carlier elections, the Greens have been trapped in an enigmatic situation. They have obtained
high scores in opinion polls before the elections and done quite well in municipal elections but
failed in parliamentary elections. The explanarion for this is thar the party had no »Comrade Four
Percenta.

The succes in the 1988 election is due partly to a wave of environmentalism, partly to discontent
with traditional politics.

Karsten Ronit
Establishing the Danish Chamber of Commerce — Going the Corporatist Way

In Denmark commerce has traditionally been one of the most associationally fragmented branches
of business. This was considered to have a rather negative impact on the political influence of com-
merce although the state has always acknowledged the associations e.g. by inviting them to take
part in negotations affecting their interests. Establishing a single peak association was nevertheless
felt necessary. After intense discussions the Danish Chamber of Commerce was set up in January
1937 by The Chamber of Commerce of Copenhagen and Dienmark’s Provincial Chamber of Com-
merce, two old associations with a somewhat conservative image. The new association has given
high priorities to distinct political issues, partly by taking up those previously neglected. To keep
members and attract prospective newcomers selective incentives are 1o be developed and thereby
the more political sections of the association can rely on stable financial sources, In sum, this new
and increased political orientation by a peak association building on multiple and heterogeneous
interests is interpreted as a corporatist development trend.

On June 10, 1988, principal in the Ministry of Fisheries Gorm Rye Olsen defended his thesis,
Economy and Poltrics in the Arab World A Comparative Analysis of the Development of Egvpr, Irag
and Saudi Arabia since the 19505, 1-2, (Kebenhavn: Akademisk Forlag, 1988), for which he received
the degree dr.scient.pol. An English summary of his thesis is found in the book on pp. 663-745,
This issue of Pefitica publishes the contribution of the first official critic, fil.dr. Bjérn Beckman,
lecturer in political science at the University of Stockholm, and that of the second official critic,
cand.mag. Nikolaj Petersen, professor in international politics at the University of Aarhus. It also
publishes the contributions of the critics ¢x anditerie, dr.scient.pol. John Martinussen, professor
in international development studies at the University Center of Roskilde, and cand.mag. Jo-
hannes Andersen, associate professor in political science at the University Center of Aalborg.
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