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viewers were more likely to identify themselves as middle class, to express a
non-soeialist parly preference, and to be much mueh more active in public affairs,
as speaking at a mecting or writing to a newspaper. It is regrettable that the
author did nol exploit more systematically the fact that 112 of the inlerviewing
staff filled outl the guestionnaires employed in the study. It weould have been a
very easy operalion lo determine whether the class position of the inferviewer was
in fact a biasing factor, In a rescarch report which is so complete in so many
olher respects the author failed to add te our knowledge of this area of funda-
mental importance lo techniques of research, If we consider the interview as the
starting point of good survey rescarch, it is important that more attention be paid
to the interview as a soecial situation, and the way in which different kinds of
interviewers working in different social contexts may affect the resulls obtained.
The author offers his opinion that some of the study’s findings are more likely to
be influenced by interviewer expectation than others, But he makes no atlempt
to support his opinion by showing how interviewers with different expectations
did obtain different kinds of responees coneerning mohbility, aspiration, morale, ete.

There are a few minor points which are distracting to the serious reader, There
are, for example, numerous typographical errors which a careful proofreader
should have caught. Secondly, the index is not as complete as it might have been.
Finallv, there are many errors in grammar, spelling, choice of words, and the like.
One should realize, however, thal the book is not wrilten in the author's native
longue.

Here is a hook which in this reviewer's opinion will stand as a model of
empirical sociological rescarch for a long time lo come. The eare, accuracy, and
completeness of reporting warrant the highest commendation. If sociology is to
aliain maturily as a science, these characleristics must become the hallmark of all
quality research. The reviewer has attempted to point out earlier in this review some
of the shortecomings of the study, but is of the opinion that the strenglhs outweigh
by far the deficiencies, Indeed some of these defects are a reflection of the stalus
of empirical social science in general. This is not, however, a pionecring study
in a theoretieal or methodological sense. The author has mastered the eraftman-
ship of empirieal sociology and he has applied his skill to an important problem
in the study of the structure and dynamies of a society., This represenls a very
high achievement in any field of scholarship.

Gordon F. 5treibh.*
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