2940
Dette  zsand  Neltox  var i perioden
1513—43: 19 kr. pr. ha bevokset areal.

1843—85: 44 kr.,
1900—1%15:
82 kr.

I perioden fra 1885 til wverdenskrigen
folges kasseovershuddet og ssand Neltos
pi det nermeste ad, bortset fra nogle 4r i
90'¢rne, hvor en voldsom storm i 1894 he-
virkede ¢t ekstraordinert stort salg  af
niilelra.

Verdenskrigen medforle exorbitant hugst,
ag  derfor magtigt  hasscoverskud,
medfarte  ogsi  nedvendigheden af
vaerdiopsamling 1 1920%erne.

Ler kunne viere grund til at dresfte ad-
skillige enkeltheder i denne ekonomisk-
historiske afhandling, men det skal und-
lades.

Kun =kal til slut fremsottes el par kei-
tiske bemmrkninger i almindelighed.

e mange minuliese undersesclser og
energiske bestreebelser for al opni ol sa
korrekt og nejagtigl udiryk for tilveskst,
hugst, priser og lenninger har nalurligvis
deres veerdi i sig selv, men neppe af hen-
syn til den endelige beregning af netto-
udbyttet.

Dette nelloudbylte hevegnes som omitalt
ved hjelp af wddrag af regnskaberne, hvad
inrfatteren 1 o for sig strals hunno vaiv
ghct 1 gang med, udelukkende
var dette netloudbytic han anskede helyst,
hvad man af afhandlingens fitel
forledes ti1 at antage. Ganske visl kemwve-
des en faktor for npsparing eller realisa-
tion, men den faktor fremgir jo af taksa-
tionsresultaterne i forbindelse med de od-
arhejdede driftsplaner og hugststatistiken.

Dette er ikke i og for sig en kritik af
forfatterens arbejde, men hlot en oplys-
ning til lesserne om, at det ikke er nad-
vendigt atl dykke ned i de mange speeial-
undersegelser, da resultaterne heraf kun
i sterkt hegraenset omfang benyiles il los-
ning af den opgave, forfatteren i titlen pd
afhandliogen har sat sig.

En kritik ma derimod (remsmites i an-
ledning af, at forfattercn meddeler sine
undersagelsesresultater i skikkelse af gra-
fiske fremstillinger uden al sclve mate-

1885—1900: 37 kr. og
400 kr.. og endelig 1915—36:

men
stor

hvis det

kunnc

BOGANMELDELSER

rialet til dissc kurver publiceres. Gang pa
gang oplyses 1 fodnoter at selve tallenc,
den  tabellariske oversigt. kun findes i
manuskript.

Lasernc henvises sdledes til at aflmse
kurverne, der er gengvet i lille méalestok
of 1 et ikke kvadrerct koordinatsystem.
En leeser, der virkelig snsker at gere sig
hekendt med resullalerne af forfattercens
omfattende arbejde og forsth kommen-
tarerne til disse resultaler, mi udstyre sig
med passer og lineal og helst forstarrelses-
glas, Temmelig hirde betingelser! Grafiske
fremstillinger bher ikke erstatte, men kun
tjene som illustratinn til tekst og tahseller,

Chr. Gandil,

P. P, Sveisirup: Economic Principles of the
Greenland Adminisiration before 1947, Med-
delelser om Gronland, Bd. 130, nr. 1. Ke-
benhavn 1949, 215 pages. Price: Kr. 18.50,

»Economic Principles of the Greenland
Administration before 1947« is the title of
a book by P.P.Sveistrup, published a few
years ago. The basis of these principles
and their justification may well have heen
a major concern of Mr. Sveistrup in writ-
ing his book, but the subject he deals with
it actually much broader. The
iy cuinbioes a description of Lthe {ireen-
land cconomy, past and present, with a
reeord of Danish official Greenland poli-
cies  as well as official and unofficial
thiinking concerning these policies, and an
cronomic analysis of basie factors deter-
mining the type of cconomy which prevails
in Greenland plus the author’s thoughts
concerning the ways in which the social
and cconomic welfare of Greenland’s popu-
lation can best be furthered. Mr. Sveistrup
brings to his task an cxtensive knowledge
of the economic history of Greenland, the
analytic tonls of ecconomic thinking, and
a deep concern for the welfare of the people
of Greenland. The result is a book of ab-
sorbing interest, first and foremost to any-
onc intercsted in Greenland and its pro-
hlems. To my knowledge, it is the oaly
major piece of work dealing with the
problems and basis of Greenland's economy

resulting
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and for this rcason alone it might well
be required reading for anyone concerned
with these problems. But furthermore, it
is an interesting example of how an cco-
nomic analysis of an underdeveloped area
miay be tackled, a problem which has
puzzled many in recenl years, For in
a relatively primitive economy, social, cul-
tural and ceonomic factors are so closely
facl identical—that
ecconomic analyvsis without constant refe-
renee to these other aspeels of the situa-
tion iz of little avail. Mr. Sveistrap, though
an cconomist, is too well acquainted with
the problems of Greenland lo be tempted
to onesided ceonomic analysis of his sub-
Jeet with negleet of soeial and historical
faclors.

Mr, Sveistrup’s treatment of his subject
may perhaps he summarized in the follow-

interwoven, in often

ing manner: For more than a century the
question raiscd;
Should Greenland remain a closed ceonomy,
with the Danish Government acling as
bhuffer hetween it and the outside world,
or should free enterprise and free trading
between Greenland and the
cutside world be permitted? History tells
s that whenever the guestion has come
up for serious debate the final conclusion
kas always been that the econemy is too
vulnerable and the population nol mature
cnough to cope with the problems of a free
ceconomy, although this should be the ulti-
mate goal. Not content with the dictum of
the past Mr. Sveistrup proceecds Lo analyze
the sitwation on the basis
slatistical data. His findings indicate that
Greenland’s economy is extremely vulner-
able, since the products Greenland has to
offer are of no conscquence to the world
marlet, in times of great shorl-
ages), while the things Greenland imports
are of wilal importance to that country.
Furthermore, the prices of Greenland’s ex-
port products are subject to extreme (loe-
tuations—~far greater than those of her
import produets. In times of cconomic
depression Greenland’s economy, considered
a5 a whole, may well hecome submarginal.
From the point of view of a free, competi-

has recurrently  heen

intercourse

uf available
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tive economy it would not be possible to
maintain trade with Grecnland in such a
would be out of the
question lo leave the Greenlanders to fend

situation. Since it
for themselves in a depression period, a
Governmental economic buoffer policy is
necessary if the Greenlanders are to sur-
vive.

This fact established, Mr, Sveistrup con-
siders whether it ix possible for the Govern-
ment buffer i. e. the Royal Greenland Trade
to apply ovrdinary business principles in
its lrade relation with Greenland—spe-
ciflically whether it is possible to make
the various activities of the Royal Green-
land Trade and the various commodities
imported and exported, bear their share of
the costs  incurred. This, Mr., Sveistrup
claims, is not possible. Using the device
of considering the whole Greenland
nomy as an cconomic unit of which the
Roryal Greenland Trade is in charge he
finds. on the bhasis of much statistical
cvidence, that most of the costs of the
Greenland economy are in the nature of
fixed costs, because they are necessary lo
satisfy the most basic needs of existence
al the population. Conscguently, the price
poliey of the Royal Greenland Trade in
relation to Greenland must resemble that
of industries with high fixed costs and be
Fased on such prineciples as »what the
traffic will bear«. In other words, the
price policy becomes one which depends
on decisions of the administration, after
considering  all fncluding
those of social welfare.

Thus, Mr. Sveistrup®s conclusions de not
support the theory that economic relations

Ll B

relevant  [acls,

with Greenland can be based on the prin-
ciples of a free economy. They amount io
a justification of the hasic prineiples
applied before 1947, which he set out to
analyze. That does not mean that he does
ot consider it possible to expand activi-
ties in Greenland heyond their former level
and increase the standard of living of the
population. But it is a basic tenct of Mr.
Sveistrup that in tryving to improve the
standard of living of the Greenlanders one
must oot lose sight of the fact that the
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ceonomic geography of an area must be
the basis of its economic and social struc-
ture. The grealer the deviation between
hasis and superstructure, the greater the
problems involved in making the popula-
tion understand how the system f[unctions
and accept the limitations which always
must exist in respect of what is economi-
cally and politically feasible. The greater
also Lhe cost to Denmark of keeping the
cconomy functioning at the chosen level,
a cost which Mr. Sveistrup warns will have
to be borne also in less prosperous times.

Though one may disagree concerning
details, Mr. Sveistrup's findings appear
on the whole very well founded and diffi-
cult to dispute. If T should voiee a criti-
cism of Mr. Sveistrup’s book, it would be
directed towards the presentation of his
iteas rather than the themselves,
There is an unfortunate lack of clarity of
argumentation. Tdeas and conclusions are
is sometimes a

ideas

not well pointed up., It
luborious process to find out what is the
real content and aim of a paragraph. Per-
haps the faet that the book was wrilten
in Danish and translated into English
accounts for some loss of pointedness.
However, this eriticism is minor in com-
rarison wilth the contribution to know-
ledee aud undersianding of Greentand with
which Alr. Sveistrup has
But for this hook there would be a great
gap in the rich Danish seientific Titerature

présented  us.

concerning  Treenland,

Karen Fricdmann.

Léon Walras; Elements of Pure Economics,
or the Theory of Social Wealth. Translaled
by William Jaflé. George Allen and Unwin,
London 1954, 620 sider. Pris: 42 sh.

Som ferste bind i en sTranslation Se-
ricss, udgivet av The American Economic
Assoriation og lhe Royal Economic So-
ciety, foreligger nu William Jaffé's over-
szttelse av Walras. Denne klassiker er,
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som  oversaetteren bhemmrker i forordet,
smore often cited than reade — wel ikke
mindst pd grund av ulilstrekkelizt kend-
skaly til del sprog han skrev pd; der er nu
lejlighed for den engelsklasende wverden
til at indhente det forsemle, og vi har
samtidig fiet en kommenleret standard-
udgave av Walras som vil hlive stiende.
Den wvar s meget mere pikrevet, som
Walras {der udtales med hert 5) nu synes
at vare mere akiuel end nogensinde, tak-
ket wvmre input-output-analysens frem-
march.

Oversxttelsen folger den definitive fran-
she udgave, der udkom 1 1926, 16 ir efter
forfatterens ded. Til denne udgave med
dens to appendix’er har oversatteren fejet
et tredie appendix (om Wicksteed's »Co-
ordination of the Laws of Producliong),
som Walras selv udelod 1 de to sidsle wed-
gaver av Eléments, men som stadig har
doktlrinhistorisk interesse. Jaffé har imid-
lertid ikke nejedes med at oversette Wal-
ras, men har forsynet bogen med en tekst-
kommentar (i noteform) pi 60 tettryhkte
sider, en oversigt over tilsvarende avsnit i
samtlige 5 franske udgaver, ot yderligere
noteapparal  der sammenholder tcksten
stykke for stykke i de successive udgaver
s& man kan felge udviklingen, et sagregi-
ster nr ot personindex, AN Jolic Toveger |d
binj grad varkets brugharhed og lettor over-
sipten., Det mé ha veeret et hestearbejde, op
udgiveren fortjencr al mulig piskennelsc
for at ha patage!l oig opguaven of lest den
pi den smukkeste mide. Der er ihke tvivi
aom at den gamle herre, i det intellektuelle
Valhal hvor udgiveren holder av at fore-
stille sig ham, fsler sig »zhappy in the
knowledge that a translation of his Efdé-
ments is appearings.

Skulle man indvende noget, matie det
bl. a. vwre alt forholdet til Leontief’s in-
put-output-analyse — der som navnt har
gjort Walras hejaktucl — ikke er si ud-
temmende behandlet i kommenlaren som
man kunne ha snsket. Sven Dane.



