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EDITORIAL 

rT7fK-\ Since the launch of the fi.rst on-line issue of NAA in October 1999, 
~ 250-300 persons per week have searched the database. The number 
of accesses is rather stable, in our opinion too small, but we hope there will 
be an increase now, when two volumes (1995 & 1996) can be searched at 
one time. 

rT7fK-\ To suit the new content, NAA's Web pages - http:/ /www.naa.dk -
~ have been re-designed. The aim is to give some of the background 
information you find in the hook. Information on organization, publica­
tion, database, etc., is included in links, such as 

• About NAA-with links to 'Preface' and 'Editorial'. 

• Subscription - with link to 'Order Form' by means of which you can 
send your order directly to NAA with a mouse click. 

• NAA Online contains the NAA database where you can choose be­
tween 'Abstract Search' and 'Subject Search' - the latter giving you 
access to the hierarchical NAA thesaurus. 

• Bibiographical information gives you the place of publication and 
publisher of 'Periodials & Irregular serials' and of 'Collective works, 
Festschrifts, series, symposia, etc.' 

• Editorial board lists the names and addresses of the general and 
local editors. 

• Deliver an abstract offers you the possiblity of submitting an abstract 
of your just published article or hook by filling in a form with the 
data ofyour publication and with a click of the Submit button send­
ing it to NAA. 

• The link Editors only is reserved for internal communication be­
tween the members of the editorial board. 

We welcome any suggestions for improving NAA, and notice of any 
amendments from users of the NAA dataset. lf you have questions, re­
garding abstracts, you should not hestitate to make contact, possibly by 
using the link 'E-mail' where you have a direct line to the general editor. 
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~ The fi.rst Internet-NM (NAA 1995) was accessed free of charge, but 
~ as reported in the last editorial, from NAA 1996 access is achieved 
only with a personal password included in the subscription. To obtain a 
password you merely have to pay the billl included in the printed version 
of NAA. When your payment has been registered, you will receive the pass­
word. 

~ As stated in previous editorials, NAA does not give a complete list of 
~ printed works; our guiding line has rather been to list publications 
of relevance to Nordic archaeology. The criteria for selection of relevant 
papers have always been difficult , and a subject of discussion at the annual 
meeting of the editorial board. 

"Reports" have for many years posed a problem. They have been hard 
to locate, subject to more or less haphazard editing, and definitely ofvary­
ing quality. Their status as a scientific tool has varied, making it difficult 
for both the national and the general editors to decide how much of the 
reports should be abstracted. 

Reports have been field and excavation documentation, to be followed 
by a more complete edition, based on a more profound analysis. Very of­
ten, however, the report remains the only source publication in which 
outstanding new findings are presented. This faet has caused changes in 
archaeological report writing and subsequently in the way they are re­
ported in NAA. In Sweden excavations carried out by Riksantikvarieåm­
betet (the Central Board of Antiquities) were published in various report 
series, e.g. Riksantikvarieåmbetet. Undersokningsverksamheten. Rapport 
UV, disseminated to libraries, relevant authorities and university institutes. 
In NAA, they are included as portmanteau abstracts in the multiperiod­
section 1 IA. However, in the past few years the excavating institutions 
have also begun to publish reports in a digital form. Some reports may 
be issued in a printed form either suited to inform the general public or 
the commissioner, of the results of fieldwork. 

In Denmark, excavation reports are in principal not printed. They are 
filed in the archives of the excavating institution and of Nationalmuseet, 
Copenhagen. The excavation data are also registered in the database of 
DKC - Det kulturhistoriske centralregister (the Cultural Historical Cen­
tral Register) housed at Nationalmuseet and through a password search­
able on the Internet. In addition, Det Arkæologiske Nævn (the Board of 
Archaeology) issues a printed annual compilation of excavations carried 
out in Denmark, Arkæologiske udgravninger i Danmark (Archaeological 
Excavations in Denmark) with period surveys and a catalogue with short 
descriptions of the investigations from the year in question. 
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Especially in Norway, reports have also come to include theses, 
Festschrifts, proceedings, etc., and ISBN or ISSN numbers are nowadays 
mostly present on the publications. So, if there still is a difference, it is 
often that these reports are less elaborate in layout. 

As the traditional printed reports have gradually moved from the grey­
zone publication sphere to the open, with betler editing and accessibility, 
their status has been raised, as shown in reference lists in other scientific 
papers. The distinction between reports and other publications on the the 
basis of content are no longer easily detected. _ 

New publications take their grey-zone place, for example, preliminary 
reports, and the yearly reports from larger projects, etc. Thus the chal­
lenge for the board of editors remains the same: how to find the works, 
and how to select those of relevance to Nordic Archaeology. 

~ Erratum: NAA 1995/653: The author of "Invisible handicrafts" in 
~ Lund Archaeological Review 1995, pp 7-20, is Eva Andersson (not 
Eva Svensson). 
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PREFACE 

Nordic Archaeological Abstracts - NAA - provides the archaeologist with 
a survey of Nordic archaeological literature from the preceeding year and 
thus enables the specialist to discover what is happening in fields outside 
her or his own. The detailed indexes make NAA a useful tool for research. 
See also the Cumulative indexes for NAA 1974-1988. 

Abstracts are concise summaries of published articles, with the bibli­
ographical information giving access to the originals. They are intended to be 
/air summaries of the literature but should never be used as primary sources. 

The scope of NAA 
The purpose of NAA is to indicate publications dealing with archaeolog­
ical investigations, prehistoric, medieval, and post-medieval. In the prehis­
toric sections, papers dealing with all aspects of human culture within the 
Nordic area are included. 

The limits of NAA are more restricted for periods with written sources. 
Thus the medieval section contains primarily papers on archaeological 
excavations or excavated material, but other material sources of human 
activity are also included in the concept "medieval archaeology". Exist­
ing medieval buildings and their decoration are examples of material also 
studied by medieval archaeologists. Thus papers dealing with medieval 
material in the fields of art history and iconography may be found in NAA. 
Abstracts on churches and iconography are, however, abbreviated. Papers 
on the postmedieval period are included in NAA only if they deal with ar­
chaeologically excavated material. For complete coverage of Great British 
and North German papers the reader is advised to consult the abstracts 
publications listed on p 11. 

Studies within ethnology, geography, linguistics, the natura! sciences, 
etc., are also abstracted, provided they shed light on problems or material 
groups commonly met with in the field, or are of special interest from a 
methodological or chronological point of view. 

Corresponding hook reviews and annual reports from institutions are 
included only when they bring information of special interest. For minor 
articles bringing little or no important new information, complete cover­
age is not attempted. 

The geographical limits of NAA are the Nordic countries, including 
Greenland. Papers on culturally related areas are cited, if noticed, as long 
as they bear on material treated by Nordic archaeology. 
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How to use NAA 
The basic division of the abstracts is chronological (see the chronological 
table on page 293), and within each period they are grouped according 
to subject. The classification codes - periods 1-11 and the subjects A-L -
are explained in the abstracts section finder, also indicating the first abstract 
number in each section. The codes and the subject index help the reader 
to skim the booklet. 

The classification code of the section is attached to each abstract and 
furthermore codes are given for subsidiary topics treated in the papers. 
References are given for articles dealing with more than one period in 
a cross reference guide. The indexes will help the reader to find papers by a 
certain author or on a certain region or important site - see Index of authors 
and scholars and Site index. Most important for finding relevant papers is, 
however, the Subject index. 

After the code, the nationality of the topic is indicated. 
Within the section the abstracts are arranged according to the initials of 

the author; for alphabetization see the introduction to the index of authors 
and scholars. 

The abstract reference number comprises two elements: the annual 
number ofNAA and a serial number, starting from 1 each year. 

The original title is set in semi-bold type, followed by a translation in 
parenthesis. For the sake of consistency, all titles are written with small 
letters, regardless of the original orthography. 

The full bibliographical information is given either in the abstract head­
ing or in one of the two lists at the end of the volume. The first list 
comprises periodicals and irregular serials mentioned in this volume; the 
other list contains collective works, Festschrifts, etc., the titles of which are 
followed by an asterix* in the abstract heading. 

The abstracts are always signed: (Au) = author's abstract, (Au, abbr) 
author's abstract abbreviated, (Au/ editor's initials) = author's abstract 
adapted by editor, (editor's initials) = editor's abstract; see back cover for 
full names. 

How to write for NAA 
The principal rule is that the author her or himself writes the abstracts to en­
sure accuracy and to reduce the editor's rather heavy - voluntary - work. 

So if you are publishing a paper on a topic within the limits of NAA, 
we entreat you to write the abstract yourself (in English, regardless of lin­
guistic ability) and send it to the editor for the country and period in 
question. Not only is translation very time-consuming, but the difficul­
ties which inevitably attend it are aggravated by abstraction and the fre­
quent lack of supporting explanatory material. Many Nordic words, es-
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pecially archaeological terms, have no exact English equivalent and you 
are liable to be misinterpreted unless you make your own translation deci­
sions. Proper names are, however, retained in the original form (e.g. Svend 
Tveskæg and Helgeandshuset - if it is important for clarification a trans­
lation may be added (House of the Holy Spirit)). For bilingual names in 
Finland the Finnish and the Swedish versionshall always be given. For the 
sake of completeness and homogeneity some abstracts have to be written 
or re-written by one of the editors. All abstracts are finally checked by the 
linguistic adviser. 

The length of abstracts is restricted to 850 ems and this maximum 
should of course be utilized only for comprehensive and/ or important 
works. Papers and books of special international interest may, however, be 
given abstracts exceeding the limits of ordinary abstracts. 

For directions see abstract sheet at the end of the hook. 

Correspondence 
Any suggestions for improving NAA will be welcome. 

NAA regrets that it cannot undertake to provide off-prints or pho­
tocopies of articles abstracted. The general editors are, however, always 
ready to forward a personal communication to an author, and he can sup­
ply the addresses of Nordic publications if required. 
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processing Mes Mesolithic 
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Belg Belgian/Belgium Neo Neolithic 
C century Nord Nordic 
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cal. calibrated Pal Palaeolithic 
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DKNVS Det kgl. norske viden- Raå Riksan tikvarieåmbetet 

skabers selskab ( the Central Board of 
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EN Early Neolithic RomIA Roman Iron Age 
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ria * For bibliographical in-
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Lat Latvian/Latvia the abstract heading. 
Lith Lithuanian/Lithua-

ma 
LN Late Neolithic 




