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EDITORIAL

Since the launch of the first on-line issue of NAA in October 1999,
250-300 persons per week have searched the database. The number
of accesses is rather stable, in our opinion too small, but we hope there will

be an increase now, when two volumes (1995 & 1996) can be searched at
one time.

To suit the new content, NAA’s Web pages — http://www.naa.dk -

have been re-designed. The aim is to give some of the background
information you find in the book. Information on organization, publica-
tion, database, etc., is included in links, such as

e About NAA - with links to 'Preface’ and 'Editorial’.

e Subscription - with link to ’Order Form’ by means of which you can
send your order directly to NAA with a mouse click.

e NAA On line contains the NAA database where you can choose be-
tween 'Abstract Search’ and ’Subject Search’ - the latter giving you
access to the hierarchical NAA thesaurus.

e Bibiographical information gives you the place of publication and
publisher of 'Periodials & Irregular serials’ and of 'Collective works,
Festschrifts, series, symposia, etc.’

e Editorial board lists the names and addresses of the general and
local editors.

e Deliver an abstract offers you the possiblity of submitting an abstract
of your just published article or book by filling in a form with the
data of your publication and with a click of the Submit button send-
ing it to NAA.

e The link Editors only is reserved for internal communication be-
tween the members of the editorial board.

We welcome any suggestions for improving NAA, and notice of any
amendments from users of the NAA dataset. If you have questions, re-
garding abstracts, you should not hestitate to make contact, possibly by
using the link ’E-mail’ where you have a direct line to the general editor.



The first Internet-NAA (NAA 1995) was accessed free of charge, but

as reported in the last editorial, from NAA 1996 access is achieved
only with a personal password included in the subscription. To obtain a
password you merely have to pay the billl included in the printed version
of NAA. When your payment has been registered, you will receive the pass-
word.

As stated in previous editorials, NAA does not give a complete list of

printed works; our guiding line has rather been to list publications
of relevance to Nordic archaeology. The criteria for selection of relevant
papers have always been difficult , and a subject of discussion at the annual
meeting of the editorial board.

“Reports” have for many years posed a problem. They have been hard
to locate, subject to more or less haphazard editing, and definitely of vary-
ing quality. Their status as a scientific tool has varied, making it difficult
for both the national and the general editors to decide how much of the
reports should be abstracted.

Reports have been field and excavation documentation, to be followed
by a more complete edition, based on a more profound analysis. Very of-
ten, however, the report remains the only source publication in which
outstanding new findings are presented. This fact has caused changes in
archaeological report writing and subsequently in the way they are re-
ported in NAA. In Sweden excavations carried out by Riksantikvarieam-
betet (the Central Board of Antiquities) were published in various report
series, e.g. Riksantikvarieimbetet. Unders6kningsverksamheten. Rapport
UV, disseminated to libraries, relevant authorities and university institutes.
In NAA, they are included as portmanteau abstracts in the multiperiod-
section 11A. However, in the past few years the excavating institutions
have also begun to publish reports in a digital form. Some reports may
be issued in a printed form either suited to inform the general public or
the commissioner, of the results of fieldwork.

In Denmark, excavation reports are in principal not printed. They are
filed in the archives of the excavating institution and of Nationalmuseet,
Copenhagen. The excavation data are also registered in the database of
DKC - Det kulturhistoriske centralregister (the Cultural Historical Cen-
tral Register) housed at Nationalmuseet and through a password search-
able on the Internet. In addition, Det Arkzologiske Nzvn (the Board of
Archaeology) issues a printed annual compilation of excavations carried
out in Denmark, Arkaologiske udgravninger i Danmark (Archaeological
Excavations in Denmark) with period surveys and a catalogue with short
descriptions of the investigations from the year in question.
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Especially in Norway, reports have also come to include theses,
Festschrifts, proceedings, etc., and ISBN or ISSN numbers are nowadays
mostly present on the publications. So, if there still is a difference, it is
often that these reports are less elaborate in layout.

As the traditional printed reports have gradually moved from the grey-
zone publication sphere to the open, with better editing and accessibility,
their status has been raised, as shown in reference lists in other scientific
papers. The distinction between reports and other publications on the the
basis of content are no longer easily detected. .

New publications take their grey-zone place, for example, preliminary
reports, and the yearly reports from larger projects, etc. Thus the chal-
lenge for the board of editors remains the same: how to find the works,
and how to select those of relevance to Nordic Archaeology.

Erratum: NAA 1995/653: The author of “Invisible handicrafts” in
Lund Archaeological Review 1995, pp 7-20, is Eva Andersson (not
Eva Svensson).
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Nytt om runer: Meldingsblad om runeforskning 14, 1999. Runebibliografi
1997. Ed by James E Knirk. Oslo (Norw): Runearkivet:1998.

Schleswig-holsteinische Bibliographie 16, 1995-1996 (1998). Neumtn-
ster (BRD): Schleswig-holsteinische Landesbibliothek/Karl Wachholtz:
1998.

Sachkatalog der Bibliothek der romisch-germanischen Kommission (Frank-
furt M) Zugange 1993 (= Beiheft zu Germania 72). Mainz: Ph.v. Zabern
Verlag: 1994. — 1992 ff also available on CD-ROM: DYABOLA, produced
by Deutsches Archaologisches Institut, incorporating the Institute’s li-
braries in Rome (1956 ff) and Madrid (1990-)

Sovetskaja arheologiceskaja literatura. Bibliografija 1982-1984. Ed by R
S Levina & L M Vseviov. Sankt-Peterburg (SSSR): Biblioteka Rossijskoj
akademia nauk: 1997.

Svensk historisk bibliografi 1971-1975. Svenska historiska foreningen. Skrifter
9. Stockholm (Sw): Almqvist & Wiksell: 1988. — 1994 ff on-line via LIB-
RIS (free of charge).

Svensk konstvetenskaplig bibliografi 1979-80. Monografier. By Charlotte
Hanner & Elisabeth Bjork. Konsthistorisk tidskrift 51, 1982/4. Stockholm
(Sw): Universitetet, Inst. for konstvetenskap: 1984. — 1994 ff on-line via
LIBRIS (free of charge). .

Svensk konstvetenskaplig bibliografi 1985. Ed by Kent Aberg; Charlotte
Hanner & Johannes Wagner. Konsthistorisk tidskrift 53, 1984/4. Stock-
holm (Sw): Universitetet, Inst for konstvetenskap: 1989. — 1994 ff on-
line via LIBRIS (free of charge).

NORDIC BIOGRAPHICAL PUBLICATIONS

Dansk biografisk leksikon. 3. ed. Ed by S Cedergreen Bech. Copenhagen
(Den): Gyldendal. 1, 1979 - 16, 1984 (complete).

Norsk biografisk leksikon. Ed by Edv. Bull; Anders Krogvig & Gerhard
Gran. Oslo (Norw): Norsk Aschehoug. Fasc 1, 1929 (Aa-) —fasc 95, 1983
(-vyen) (complete).

Svenskt biografiskt lexikon. Stockholm (Sw): 1, 1918 (Abelin-) — 30, 1999
(-Richolff-Rasenberg).








