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Home Rule in Greenland

ISI FOIGHEL

Institute for International and European Law, University of Copenhagen

Isi Foighel, 1980. Home Rule in Greenland. Meddr Grenland, Man & Society 1:, 18
pp, Copenhagen 1980-12-01.

By Danish Act of 29 November, 1978, Home Rule was established in Greenland
within the Unity of the Danish Realm. The Act was prepared by a Danish-Greenlan-

dic Commission.

The Act on Home Rule is discussed with special reference to the historical and

political background.

By the establishing of Home Rule, powers which hitherto had been vested in the
Danish Government and Parliament were transferred to the Greenlandic authorities.
The scope of these powers and their legal characteristics are outlined.

Home Rule makes no changes in the international competence or in the relation-
ship between Greenland and the international or interregional organizations.
Greenland’s membership of the EEC creates some special problems.

The question of ownership of the natural resources was of great importance in the
debate in the Home Rule Commission. The Act contains a solution which seeks to
give the Danish Government as well as the Greenlanders equal rights in the deci-
sion-making procedure, in the administration, and in the sharing of the revenue.

Furthermore, the financing of the Home Rule system, the language problem, the
organizing of fishing and trade are being dealt with.

Isi Foighel, chairman of the Commission on Home Rule for Greenland 1975-1978.
Professor, dr.jur. Institute for International and European Law, University of
Copenhagen, Studiestrede 6, DK-1455 Copenhagen K.

I Background

With a total of 2.175.600 square kilometres Greenland
constitutes the largest island of the world. By far the
greater part of the island is permanently covered by the
ice-cap, the ice-free areas covering only 341.700
square kilometres. This area is inhabited by some
45.000 persons of which hardly 40.000 are born in
Greenland, ethnically being eskimoes. By far the grea-
ter part of the working population (some 13.500 per-
sons) make their livelihood from hunting, fishing, and
sheep-breeding, whereas the rest today is occupied in
the field of administration, transport, building, con-
struction etc.

Since the famous voyage of the Danish missionary
Hans Egede to Greenland in 1721, Greenland has been
considered a Danish colony. The first major general
regulation concerning Greenland, “Instructions re-
garding Trade and Whalehunters in Greenland” was
issued on April 19, 1782. In this act the Danish King
laid down its general policy regarding his northern col-
ony. The instructions provide that the administration
should be made in the best interest of the Greenlanders.
Trading interests should also be promoted as much as
possible, but should have second priority.

The administration of Greenland has had its seat in
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Copenhagen, but in the second half of the nineteenth
century local organs of government were established:
Elected Advisory Councils — subsequently replaced by
Municipal Councils — and two Provincial Councils for
Northern and Southern Greenland respectively which
were merged into one Council in 1960.

The status of colony could hardly survive the second
world war, during which above all the association with
the U.S.A. has meant a stronger contact with the sur-
rounding world which, in conjunction with the import of
many novel and exciting goods and an extended
economy, created a need for — as well as an expectation
of — a new epoch.

When the new Danish Constitution was adopted in
1953, Greenland became an integral part of the Danish
Realm with equal rights. In this connection it is in-
teresting to note, that Greenland becoming integrated
in the Danish Realm was approved by the General As-
sembly of the United Nations in 1954 upon representa-
tives of the Greenland population having appeared and
expressed their agreement with the amended constitu-
tion. (Conf. Resolution 849 (IX), United Nations Year-
book, 1954, pp. 319-323).

At the same time a tremendous programme of de-



The members of the Home Rule Commission and the staff at their last meeting in Julianeh&b — Qaqortoq — Greenland June 14th,
1978.
From left: Steen Folke, Bernhard Tastesen, Jacob Janussen, Ado Lynge, Peter Mathiasen, Jonathan Motzfeldt, Seren B.
Jorgensen, Sven Haugaard, Gunnar Martens, Isi Foighel, Jakob Karup Pedersen, Erik Hesselbjerg, Lars Chemnitz, Otto Steen-
holdt, Lars Emil Johansen, Severin Johansen, Niels Carlo Heilmann, Peter Kreutzmann, Ole Olesen.
Not present: Helge Dohrmann, Ivan Hansen, Erik Ninn Hansen, Konrad Steenholdt, Frederik Williams, Jergen Gersing, Eva
Barnekow.

velopment was initiated in all areas in order to fulfil the
goals of the new order set by Denmark as well as by
Greenland: to create the greatest possible equality be-
tween Danes and Greenlanders. The fact that this task
involved enormous problems may be seen from the
number of commissions and committees which, since
then, have been established in order to adjust the goals
and the methods.

In the fall of 1972 the Greenland Provincial Council
informed the Minister for Greenland that in the Coun-
cil’s opinion the time had come for a commission to
study in detail the issue of giving the Provincial Council
an influence upon, and a joint responsibility for, the
development of Greenland. The study should be carried
on without prejudice. The result was that the then
Minister for Greenland, Knud Hertling, decided to
establish a home rule committee consisting exclusively
of Greenlanders. Having worked for two years the
home rule committee submitted a preliminary report
and suggestions for negotiations on February 18, 1975.
It was proposed that the formal basis for a home rule

system within the framework of the community of the
Realm should be established as soon as possible so that
the principles of home rule could be decided upon, and
the necessary statutory authority provided for a gradual
increase of the responsibility and influence of the
Provincial Council in various fields. The fields in ques-
tion had previously been administered by the State
Government. A wish was expressed of a dialogue be-
tween Danish and Greenland politicians.

Against this background the Minister for Greenland,
Jorgen Peder Hansen, on October 9, 1975, established
the Commission on Home Rule in Greenland. The
Commission concluded its work in June 1978 by sub-
mitting a report containing proposals for a Home Rule
Act with adjacent consequential statutory provisions.
All the statutes proposed were adopted unamended by
the Danish Parliament on November 17, 1978 (Conf.
Act. no. 577, November 29, 1978, Lovtidende, A,
1978, p. 1879). On January 17, 1979, the population of
Greenland approved by referendum the entering into
force of the Home Rule Act in Greenland on May 1,
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1979. The result was 70,1% affirmative votes and
25,8% negative votes out of a total voting percentage of
63,3 of the entire electorate.

II The Commission on Home Rule

The Commission on Home Rule comprised 5 members
elected by the Greenland Provincial Council, the 2
Greenland members of Parliament, 7 members elected
by Parliament and a Chairman appointed by the Minister
for Greenland. Furthermore, the Undersecretaries of
State of the Prime Minister’s office and the Ministry for
Greenland as well as the Executive Secretary of the
Greenland Provincial Council were assigned to the
commission. The federation of Greenland munici-
palities were represented at the meetings of the com-
mission by permanent observers.

The work of the Commission on Home Rule was in-
fluenced by three major elements:

(1) Due to its political composition the commission
had to find a political solution, which — at a time which
was critical in the evolution of the relations between
Denmark and Greenland — could prevent any breaking
off of these relations and which, on the contrary, could
contribute to the creation of a new basis for
strengthening the ties, which hold the two parts of the
Realm together.

The fact that it was justified to characterize the rela-
tion between Denmark and Greenland as a critical one
in the early seventies stems from a number of cir-
cumstances:

First of all one may point to the fact that the evolution
which had commenced some 25 years earlier involving a
mutual wish of equality in terms of social status, educa-
tion, housing and other matters between Greenland and
Denmark had changed the Greenland society in major
ways and in comparatively few years. The efficiency and
the speed with which the changes took place had
created in many people in Greenland some uncertainty
and insecurity in relation to the many novelties, which
created dissatisfaction and strains in the relation be-
tween Greenland and Denmark. However, even though
it is difficult to argue that efficiency goes too far and
although, by definition, one cannot proceed too
speedily in creating decent dwellings, fighting tuber-
culosis, modernizing a fleet of fishing vessels, etc., the
enormous Danish investments and the great number of
experts and workmen dispatched to Greenland, none
the less meant that the influence of the government
upon everyday life in Greenland in all fields was felt
more strongly, and consequently the Greenland influ-
ence was seen as correspondingly constantly decreasing.
In other words, Greenland felt that equality was hardly
a reality. “‘One was a tenant in one’s own country”, as
the saying went.

Secondly, the referendum in 1972 regarding the
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European Community played a role. The result of the
referendum in Greenland was that only 28,4% wished
to join the EC. The votes cast in Greenland were — in
fact fully in accordance with the constitutional status of
Greenland — combined with the votes in the rest of
Denmark, so that Greenland became included in the
Danish EC-membership. For the first time the Danish
Government engaged in a Greenland policy, which
many conceived as contrary to the wishes of Greenland.
This created a feeling of powerlessness.

Finally, there is no doubt that the fact that conces-
sions for the exploitation of oil outside the coast of
Greenland were given in the spring of 1975 (Hes-
selbjerg 1976: 14), created some disturbance although
the decision had been approved by a majority of
Greenland politicians. The concession likewise created
expectations regarding a different future speeding up
new thoughts on the relation between Denmark and
Greenland.

(2) The commission was furthermore obliged to find a
solution which could be implemented by Greenland
politicians at a time at which even the Greenland society
had become complex, but did not have the requisite
number of educated Greenlanders. The commission was
aware that it had to proceed cautiously in relation to
that part of its work which consisted in giving rules of
substance for the development of the Greenland society
and in considering and suggesting a structure of public
administration in Greenland, which would be appro-
priate in the light of the proposals of the commission. It
would have amounted to a lack of consequence if the
commission had submitted too rigid proposals, if it was
also proposed that as of May 1, 1979, Greenland politi-
cians should themselves be responsible for legislation
and administration. In this respect the commission felt
its task to be that of contributing to the drafting of
blue-prints which were not binding upon the future
home rule authorities but which, on the other hand,
would be applicable if so desired. Such proposals, for
instance regarding the Greenland school, radio and
church, were therefore purposely drafted by the
Greenland members of the commission, the remaining
members contributing exclusively with their expert
knowledge and experience stemming from their partici-
pation in legislative work for a great many years. It was
not attempted to reach unanimity between Greenland
and the Danish members.

(3) Finally, the work of the Commission on Home
Rule was influenced by the distinct and obvious limita-
tion, accepted by both parties, that the arrangements to
be established would have to be in conformity with the
Danish Constitution. Amending the Constitution was
out of question. On this point it was but natural that the
commission should bear in mind the arrangement es-
tablished in 1948 regarding home rule for the Faroe
Islands, an arrangement which was undoubtedly in
conformity with the 1953 Danish Constitution (Max
Serensen 1973: 51-53).



The situation in Greenland was however, basically
different from that of the Faroe Islands. In financial
terms the Faroe Islands were a secure society in 1948,
and the number of Faroese having a higher education
and experience in public administration was far from
insignificant. Furthermore, seen particularly against the
historical background there are major differences be-
tween the Faroe Islands and Greenland as regards
communication, climate, and other elements deciding
the evolution of a society. A home rule system on the
basis of the Faroe Island arrangement could hardly
come to function in Greenland, but the system might, at
least, serve as a legal model.

The report of the commission as well as the bills con-
tained therein are actually nothing but recommenda-
tions to the Government and the Greenland Provincial
Council. However, the fact that the results submitted by
the commission were achieved through negotiation
between political representatives of Greenland and
Denmark will presumably have some significance in
assessing the constitutional nature of the Home Rule
Act. As for the Faroe Islands reference is made to Ole
Perch-Nielsen (1968: 29) and Max Serensen (1973:
52).

IIT Unity of the Realm and Home Rule

The terms of reference of the commission which have
been accepted by the Danish as well as the Greenland
members provided that introducing home rule should
be done within “‘the frames of the unity of the Realm”.
This principle is derived from article 1 of the Danish
Constitution.

The assumption that national unity is to be preserved
implies: —

that upon home rule having been established Green-
land remains a part of the Danish Realm,
that sovereignty continues to be exclusively with the
authorities of the realm (the Government and
Parliament),
home rule for Greenland cannot be established
through a treaty based on intcrnational law, but
exclusively on the basis of constitutional law
through a Danish act by means of which the
Danish Parliament delegates a certain, precisely
defined, part of its competence to home rule, and
that only part of the competence of the authorities of
the Realm may be delegated to home rule just as
only fields which pertain exclusively to Greenland
but not to the Realm as a whole or to other parts of
the Realm may come under home rule.
Consequently, national unity means that certain
fields, as for instance security, foreign policy, and cur-
rency policy must remain with the authorities of the
Realm, just as it will not be possible to make an unli-
mited delegation of fields to home rule.

that

6

However, there is also implied in national unity a
significant, although somewhat diffuse, assumption of a
political-moral nature regarding mutual solidarity be-
tween the various parts of the Realm which, among
other things, involves mutual support and a willingness
to take the interests of the Realm into due account in
major issues.

As was likewise the case in relation to the Faroe Is-
lands, the principle of maintaining national unity
excludes the formation of a federation.

Against this background one may describe home rule
as a particularly qualified type of self-government. Self-
government mcans a statutory delegation of certain
powers, so that parliament and the government refrain
from legislating or administering certain fields, but
leaves this to local organs, as for instance municipal
self-government. The characteristic feature of home
rule consists in the powers which have been statutorily
transferred being, in terms of their area, identical to the
powers exercised by the national authorities in other
parts of the Realm. As far as municipal self-government
under the Constitution is concerned, the limitations
upon the national authorities which the various types of
self-government involve may be classified as functional
ones, whereas the limitations upon the powers of the
national authorities under home rule is a territorial onc,
the powers being limited to that part of the Realm
which does not come under local home rule. In other
words, the difference between municipal self-govern-
ment as established by the Constitution and home rule
is a significant one.

IV Home Rule Powers

The main purpose of home rulc is to transfer (delegate)
powers and consequently responsibility from Danish
political authorities to Greenland political authoritics
which shall administer not only such community tasks as
are taken over from the state, but which shall also
establish rules to be applied in administration and have
an independent financial responsibility for solving the
various tasks. Consequently, the main task has been to
try to implement this purpose by creating the frame-
work (the rules) in the Home Rule Act for exercising
this responsibility and for the establishment of the com-
petent executive organs. As for the text of the act see
appendix pp. 16.

The home rule authorities will comprise a popularly
elected »landsting« (Greenland Assembly) and a
»landsstyre« (Greenland Executive) elected by the as-
sembly, so that the administration, at least for the time
being, acts on behalf of the assembly, section 1 of the
act. There are, however, no provisions in the act pre-
venting the assembly from giving the administration in-
dependent powers in due course.

Since the creation of political parties has not been
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common in Greenland until recent years, and since the
system of a ‘‘government party” and an ‘“opposition”
has thus, so far, not existed in the Provincial Council, it
has been a tradition when appointing persons to posi-
tions of trust, for instance as members of advisory com-
mittees, first of all to attach importance to their per-
sonal attitude and objective qualifications. Con-
sequently, as for election of the Executive and its
chairman, the Home Rule Act, on the one hand, leaves
open the possibility of maintaining Greenland tradition
and, on the other hand, also opens up the possibility
that the method of election may be adapted to the crea-
tion of political parties. The commission has refrained
from statutory provisions, for instance to the effect that
a small majority may automatically decide the composi-
tion of the administration but, on the other hand, has
not excluded this possibility, should a majority of the
assembly so desire. The final decision of this issue
should be left to Greenland politicians.

Section 3 of the Home Rule Act regarding elections
to the Executive is therefore a fairly flexible one being
confined to the provision that the chairman of the
Greenland administration as well as its other members
shall be elected by the assembly. The detailed rules re-
garding election, including the right to vote and elegi-
bility, shall be fixed in the Greenland Assembly Act.
Under the current rules regarding the Greenland Pro-
vincial Council the right to vote is contingent upon the
elector having had his permanent residence in Green-
land for at least 6 months. Is has been presupposed that,
if so desired, the home rule authorities may maintain
the condition of permanent residence for a more or less
corresponding period of time as a condition for having
the right to vote and being elegible for membership of
the assembly.

The Home Rule Act has no regulation on the period
in which the administration shall be in operation but it is
expected that the assembly’s rules of procedure will
provide that the period shall be identical to the electoral
period of the assembly and also that, under certain cir-
cumstances, the administration may be dismissed.

V The Scope of Home Rule

It follows from the principle of national unity that cer-
tain fields cannot be transferred to home rule au-
thorities. This applies particularly to such fields as con-
stitutional law (including the highest branches of gov-
ernment, the right to vote at parliamentary elections as
well as elegibility, the administration of justice, con-
stitutional rights) external relations (including the
treaty-making power), national finances (including the
Central Bank and its functions), financial-, monetary-,
and currency policy, defence policy, criminal proceed-
ings and imprisonment, as well as fundamental princip-
les regarding the law of persons, family law, inheritance
law, and the law of contracts.
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The fact that these fields cannot be transferred to
home rule authorities does, however, not prevent con-
tinuing the adoption of specific provisions (*‘Greenland
Acts”), having due regard to Greenland conditions, but
it is up to national authorities to adopt such provisions
which should not deviate from the legal position in the
rest of the Realm to any greater extent than is necessary
having due regard to special local conditions.

Just as under the Faroe Island home rule system there
has been unanimity in relation to the Greenland home
rule on the basic principle, that legislative power and the
power of the purse should not be divided.

There has, however, also been unanimity, that this
principle does not prevent that fields in which Green-
land self-financing is not possible, at least not within the
immediate future, may be transferred to home rule au-
thorities, since it should be possible to grant govern-
ment subsidies to such tasks. On this basis the act
establishes the following distinction: —

a) Under article 4 of the act home rule authorities
may take an immediate decision to take over fields
which the home rule authorities are able to finance with
the effect, that home rule authorities take over legisla-
tive and administrative power regarding such fields as
well as the inherent expenses. Upon consultation with
home rule authorities national authorities may decide
that such fields, or part of such fields, shall be trans-
ferred to home rule authorities, with the same effect.
The act provides that provisions adopted by the assem-
bly and confirmed by the chairman of the administra-
tion pertaining to such fields shall be designated “/ands-
tingslove” (Acts of the Assembly).

b) In areas where government subsidies are required,
the power to establish rules cannot be transferred to
home rule authorities in quite the same manner as in
areas financed by home rule authorities. In subsidized
fields it is necessary to transfer powers by means of
specific authorizing acts for each and every field by
means of which Parliament establishes a framework by
way of a few main principles for the field in question,
but otherwise leaves the more detailed regulations to
home rule authorities, including regulations regarding
internal administration.

An authorizing act of this nature must evolve from
negotiations between home rule authorities and the
government regarding the extent of the authority, the
timing of the transfer of powers, and the size of the
government subsidy. Under section 5 of the act provi-
sions adopted by the assembly for this type of field shall
be designated “landstingsforordninger” (Landsting Reg-
ulations). In drafting section 5 emphasis was put on
creating the greatest possible security, that the possi-
bility of home rule authorities taking over fields fi-
nanced through subsidies should not become an illusion
through a future political development. Consequently,
it has been assumed that home rule authorities have a
right to take over the fields in question, even though
they are financed through Danish subsidies. This was a



crucial point throughout the debate in the commission
for the following reason: — If it were possible, for in-
stance, to demand that transfer of a field in the situation
under discussion could take place only by agreement,
rather than on the basis of a unilateral Greenland de-
mand, it would be possible in practice to deprive
Greenland home rule of any meaning, at least for a
number of years.

c) The fields referred to above have been listed in a
special appendix to the Home Rule Act. (See appendix
p. 16). In drafting the list, wishes expressed by Green-
land were taken as a starting point and from the wishes
expressed were selected those fields which were found
of major significance and the ones best suited to transfer
to home rule authorities. The list does not intend to be
exclusive in the sense that other fields could not be
transferred to home rule authorities on the basis of an
agreement between national authorities and home rule
authorities, should future developments make the list
less appropriate, see section 7 of the Home Rule Act.
The decision what additional fields to include under
home rule in the future shall be made with due regard to
national unity and to the Greenlanders obtaining a
broad influence upon fields which are particularly re-
levant in relation to Greenland.

The appendix expresses the scope of the powers
which Parliament may eventually transfer and the scope
of the tasks which may require subsidizing. This has
obviously influenced the fields enumerated in the list
which is far from as detailed as the corresponding list
appended to the Faroe Island Home Rule Act.

The distinction made between assembly acr and as-
sembly regulations is of no major legal significance. In
both cases the powers of the assembly stem from an act
adopted by Parliament. In the former case powers stem
from the general provisions of section 4 of the Home
Rule Act and in the latter case from a specific authoriz-
ing act. The reasons for none the less applying two dif-
ferent terms covering the two situations are the follow-
ing: -

i) Matters of principle:
As already mentioned a main point has been the prin-
ciple of undivided legislative power and power of the
purse. In subsidized fields the power of the purse rests
with Parliament. Consequently, the power to adopt acts
in this field must remain with Parliament. There is,
however, in principle nothing to prevent the assembly
from issuing regulations.

ii) Liability of ministers:
The ministerial rules on liability in fields where powers
are transferred under special authorizing acts, involves a
duty to secure that the home rule authorities adhere to
the framework established by the particular act. On the
other hand, the liability does not go any further. A cor-
responding problem of ministerial liability does not
arise in fields regulated by assembly acts. Consequently,
different terms for different fields appear appropriate.

8

iit) Practical considerations:
An assembly regulation must conform to the special
authorizing act. An assembly act must conform to the
Home Rule Act. It is practical — and may also have a
certain pedagogical value — to apply different terms to
rules, the validity of which is based upon different legal
sources.

VI The International Competence

From national unity stems the distinct consequence that
powers to carry on foreign relations which are part of
Danish sovereignity is vested in national authorities.
This applies also to the power to enter into international
obligations within areas which have come under home
rule. This fact has been particularly stressed in section
11 of the Home Rule Act, due to the fact that in order
to implement obligations under international law in the
national legal system the cooperation of the legislative
assembly and/or other authorities establishing rules,
will often be required.

Introducing home rule means that legislative powers,
as well as other powers to establish rules, to some extent
are transferred to Greenland home rule authorities.
Furthermore, joint powers belonging to the national
authorities and home rule authorities will be intro-
duced, as a special feature, as far as natural resources
are concerned (see further below).

In other words, where the Government’s undertaking
of obligations under international law becomes con-
sequental in areas where power to establish internal
rules has been transferred to home rule authorites, the
latter will have to co-operate in the necessary steps of
implementation, including the adoption of new rules.

Consequently, it becomes necessary, when entering
into treaties, to engage in a prior consultation with
home rule authorities (incidentally, this is in conformity
with a practice followed already under the existing sys-
tem in relation to Greenland). This has, therefore, been
explicitly provided by section 13 of the act.

As a consequence of the extent of international
cooperation where certain local steps (for instance a
regulation of fishery) may influence international co-
operation in a decisive way, including above all the
negotiating position of Danish authorities, the act pro-
vides that steps which home rule authorities have in
mind, the implementation of which would be of major
significance to the international relations of the Realm,
including the participation of the Realm in international
cooperation, shall be discussed with national authorities
prior to adoption. The purpose of this provision is to
secure the best possible coordination between home
rule authorities and national authorities in the matters
in question.

Cooperation between national authorities and home
rule authorities regarding Greenland interests within
the European Communities gives rise to certain special
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issues. As it is well known, Danish membership of the
EC comprises Greenland, but not the Faroe Islands.
This is due to the fact that the result of the referendum
in Greenland, although a negative one, was combined
with the results in the rest of Denmark. As for the Faroe
Islands it was, on the other hand, accepted that the
Faroese home rule authorities did not wish to join the
EC. The Danish attitude towards the Faroe Islands
created a wish in certain Greenland circles that the in-
troduction of home rule should result in Greenland
leaving the EC.

This issue created certain problems for the Home
Rule Commission. In deliberating this issue the com-
mission had to base itself on the existing constitutional
system under which Greenland, together with Den-
mark, is a member of the EC, since the terms of refer-
ence of the commission did not include the issue re-
garding a possible change in the relation of Greenland
to the EC.

Introducing home rule for Greenland will not per se
involve any change in the basis for Greenland being a
member of the EC. Consequently, legal acts of the EC
will continue to be valid in relation to Greenland to the
same extent as previously regardless of home rule being
established; this includes the special arrangements
which have been made regarding fishery and the exer-
cise of the right of establishment in Greenland. A
change in the association of Greenland with the EC
cannot be brought about without the cooperation of
national authorities and cannot in advance be regulated
by the Home Rule Act.

In its report the commission did, however, stress that
it had taken note of the unequivocal declaration made
by Prime Minister Anker Jorgensen during his visit to
Greenland in the summer 1977 to the effect, that the
government did not intend to force upon Greenland a
particular association with the EC.

Consequently, section 15 of the Home Rule Act is
framed under the assumption that Greenland would
continue its membership. This does not imply any posi-
tion on the issue whether membership should be main-
tained or not in the future, and the provisions of the act
do not prevent a change in the status of Greenland in
relation to the EC. It is understood, that nothing con-
tained in the EC-treaties prevents the adoption of a
changed status of Greenland in relation to the EC.

The principles referred to above regarding interna-
tional cooperation in general are also applicable as far
the cooperation within the European Communities is
concerned. However, the special nature of this co-
operation creates a need for certain special rules re-
garding the relation between Greenland and the EC.

This must be seen in the light of the fact that certain
powers have been transferred to EC institutions. Furth-
ermore, decisionmaking within the EC differs from the
one traditionally applied in adopting statutory provi-
sions in that legal acts of the EC are not subject to any
national ratification, but are immediately applicable
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upon their adoption by the institutions of the EC.

The areas in which powers of Danish authorities have
been transferred to EC institutions has been specified in
detail in the treaties and the appending legal acts.
Above all legislative power and, to a minor extent,
executive and judicial power have been transferred to
the EC.

The special procedure of decision-making used in the
EC makes it necessary that home rule authorities are
given a possibility of participating in Danish admini-
strative organs having the task of making submissions to
the government regarding Danish positions prior to
negotiations in the EC, so that the Government in fixing
its position to problems under negotiation relevant to
Greenland is fully aware of considerations which
Greenland wishes to be taken into account during EC
negotiations.

There furthermore arises a need of a system of notifi-
cation to home rule authorities regarding proposals in
EC rules submitted to the Council of Ministers of spe-
cial interest to the home rule authorities. The latter
should be informed to the same extent as the one to
which the Danish Parliament is informed under section
6, paragraph 2 of the EC Accession Act of October, 11,
1972.

Finally, there may be a need for a more direct
Greenland participation in the cooperation, for instance
by having a Greenland staff member attached to the
permanent Danish EC mission.

Apart from the question of information these issues
are not legislative ones and therefore not mentioned in
the Home Rule Act. The details of the required ar-
rangements will furthermore depend upon what fields
come under home rule at any given time. Finally, the
substance of the special arrangements which are ex-
pected as far as fishery in Greenland waters is con-
cerned will above all have a decisive influence upon the
details of the system.

VII Natural Resources

Both politically and legally the question of exploitation
of mineral resources in Greenland gave rise to special
problems.

Under the Greenland Mineral Resources Act of 1965
the legislative position has been that ‘all mineral re-
sources in Greenland belong to the state™, article 1 of
the Act. Although the exclusive purpose of this provi-
sion is to establish that natural resources are not subject
to private ownership, the phraseology of the Act has
given rise, in later years, to major offence among the
Greenland public. It is interpreted as expressing the
fact, that the state, i.e. Denmark rather than Greenland,
has complete powers over the natural resources with the
consequence, that Greenland political authorities have
no decisive word on this issue, be it in relation to actual



The Folketing

The Greenland
A bi

¥
(Parliament) (The Landsting)
Joint The Greenland
el ki E tiv
power _(The Landsstyre)
AN
b
Pohtical Res bl \\
o) ponsivie A M Appoint Members
and Advisory Organs ppoint Members Pp! N
AN
Adwviser Adviser N
bG
Greenland
Jolot Commitles: & — —m i e '*‘ - Municipalities
insight
4 ¥ and Control
Arrangements
for Debates, Expert
Assistance 4 ‘
Ministerial The Greenland
Department Executive
Administrative and Minersl Resources
Technical Organs // Administration
{ -Concessionaies etc) I

The Geological Survey
of Greenland

The Greenland Technical
Organization

The Royal Greenland

Advisory
Service

Trade Department
The Greenland Fisheries [~
Investigations etc.

Concessionaires

Outline of political and administrative power
structure (n the held of Mineral Resources

The translations of the Danish names of the bodies, institutions etc. are not all authorized translations.

Fig. 2. The political and administrative co-operation relative to
natural resources proposed by the Committee.

The sketch shows the political and administrative organs in-
volved. In the sketch, special efforts have been made to em-
phasize the division, on one hand, into the political, responsi-
ble, and advisory institutions and, on the other hand, the ad-
ministrative and technical organs and organisations.

As regards the polical organs, the sketch elucidates the
equality between the Greenland and Danish parties which is
contained in the joint decision-making power. This implies
equal responsibility for the joint decisions, and equal right to
demand such decisions observed. The parity basis on which the
Joint Committee has been set up is another expression of
equality. Further, it has been found correct to include the
Greenland municipalities in the sketch in view of their local
decision-making power pursuant, for instance, to the Use of
Land Act.
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As regards the administrative and technical organisations,
the sketch reflects, among other things, the need for co-ordi-
nation at the administrative level with the ministerial depart-
ment as well as with the Home Rule Administration. As, today,
as mentioned before, there is hardly any basis for the setting up
of an administration which, within its own framework, has the
technical knowledge and sufficient personnel resources in all
relevant ficlds, the sketch is likewise based on the need for
drawing on the expert knowledge and the personnel of a
number of technical institutions. Further, there will be assis-
tance from advisers in different fields. The special Mineral
Resources Administration will handle all relations to conces-
sionaires etc. except for certain technical control and super-
visory tasks.
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exploitation, the protection of environmental values, or
the like.

Furthermore, Eskimoes as well as Indians living in
Canada and in the United States have lately advanced
claims on what is called ‘‘aboriginal rights” to natural
resources found in the areas previously occupied by
former colonial powers.

These points of view, as well as the hope stemming
from the existence of tremendous richness of oil, and
the issuance of concessions and actual exploitation on
the Greenland continental shelf in 1975 put their mark
on the debate in Greenland and came to a climax in the
adoption of a resolution of principle by the Greenland
Provincial Council in November, 1975. The resolution
was to the effect that “‘mineral resources belong to the
permanent population of Greenland”.

As for the doctrine on “‘aboriginal rights” as invoked
in Canada and the United States it hardly seems to
amount to anything but ownership of a right to use sur-
face soil, and it appears to be connected with legal
systems under which private individuals had ownership
to soil as well as to resources of the underground. As
evolved in Canada at any rate, the main purpose of the
doctrine seems to be that the indigenous population
should not be relegated to a second-rate position com-
pared to the position of the remaining population of
Canada and its provinces under the federal Constitu-
tion.

The doctrine has, however, not been recognized as a
positive legal principle in Canada, nor in the United
States. Furthermore, private ownership of soil is un-
known in Greenland, and at the same time natural re-
sources in Denmark are, on the whole, not subject to
private ownership.

This may be seen among other things from the first
Greenland Mining Act of 1934 which refers to *‘the soil
of Greenland”, whereas the Danish Mining Act of
February, 1932, uses the term “underground” as the
object of public ownership.

Even if the doctrine on aboriginal rights had been
generally accepted as an international recognized legal
principle, its substance would hardly be applicable to
the situation in Greenland.

Although Greenland conception of the current legal
position is to some extent based upon a misinterpreta-
tion of the Danish Mining Act there is, on the other
hand, no doubt that the permanent population of
Greenland has seen the current arrangement as an in-
fringement, and during the debate in the commission it
was obvious that the previous phraseology could not be
maintained which, incidentally, was not even desired by
Denmark.

From Greenlandic side it was further claimed that
sovereignty over natural resources stems from the
Greenlandic people’s right of self-determination as
formulated in the Covenant of Human Right Art. 2
paragraph 2. Some members of the commission felt that
the Greenlanders were not a ‘‘people” in the legal sense
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of the Covenant. Others feit that the Greenlanders al-
ready have used their right to self-determination in
1953 by opting for the solution that Greenland should
constitute an integral part of the Kingdom of Denmark.
The commission did not express its view on this matter,
but concentrated its deliberations on a practical sol-
ution.

The basic principles of the Home Rule Act’s provi-
sions on natural resources are the following:
that Greenland and Denmark shall have equal rights
when it comes to laying down the lines for the
development policy and for adoption of important
concrete resolutions. This principle of equality
between the Greenland home rule authorities and
national authorities is an expression of the fact that
in the area of natural resources vital interests are
at stake for the Greenland society as well as for the
nation as a whole.
as a consequence of the principle of equality there
should be established a joint decision-making
power vested in the national authorities and the
home rule authorities in regard to major decisions
in the area of natural resources, so that the na-
tional authorities as well as the home rule au-
thorities should be entitled to oppose a develop-
ment or concrete resolutions which the party in
question considers undesirable (a mutual right of
veto), and
there should be established a practical cooperation
between political institutions and the administra-
tive and technical capacity necessary for public
administration in the area of natural resources,
and that the home rule authorities should have the
same possibility of applying expert knowledge in
the decision-making process as the national au-
thorities.

These principles have been laid down in section 8 of
the Home Rule Act which runs as follows:

that

that

(1) The resident population of Greenland has funda-
mental rights to the natural resources of Greenland.

(2) To safeguard the rights of the resident population
in respect of non-living resources and to protect the
interests of the unity of the Realm, it shall be enacted by
statute that preliminary study, prospecting and the
exploitation of these resources are to be regulated by
agreement between the Government and the Lands-
styre.

(3) Before any agreement under subsection (2) is
entered into, any member of the Landsstyre may de-
mand that the matter be laid before the Landsting,
which may determine that the Landsstyre may not con-
sent to an agreement of the proposed content.

The first paragraph of this section amounts to a politi-
cal declaration of principle. Although an actual legal
construction is therefore hardly possible, one may stress
that the political/moral demands supporting the recog-
nition of fundamental rights to natural resources of the
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permanent population stem, above all, from an emo-

tional cohesiveness between a population and the land

which it has inhabited for centuries. This cohesiveness
naturally leads to demands for certain rights not co-
vered by traditional legal parlance.

The official comments to the act further state that the
rights to be taken into account in framing the arrange-
ment on natural resources are the following: —

1. A right to a decisive influence in the area of natural
resources, in particular an influence upon the fram-
ing of a natural resources policy and the speed with
which it should be implemented.

2. A right to secure contraction of any possible detri-
mental influences upon the physical or social en-
vironment so that the traditional businesslife, cul-
ture, and way of life of Greenland is preserved.

3. A right to a dividend of enterprises exploiting
natural resources with a view to creating a financial
basis for an improvement of living conditions, par-
ticularly in the long run.

None of these rights are absolute rights in the legal
sense, and they must also be seen in the light of the
constitutional structure desired for the nation and the
population, which has been acknowledged by both par-
ties.

Consequently, the provisions of the Home Rule Act
on the natural resources arrangement have been framed
as a mutual right of veto. It is part of the arrangement
that Greenland’s possibility of exercising the right of
veto is a “"double” one, in the sense that an issue subject
to the right of veto shall be submitted to the assembly
before an agreement is entered into, provided this is
requested by merely one member of the administration.
In this way one secures not only an actual right of vote
for the administration as such during the negotiations
with the Government (at which stage it may be difficult
for the Greenland negotiators to exercise the right of
veto), but one also secures that the issue whether
Greenland has a right of veto is decided by the institu-
tion from which political powers stem, namely the
Greenland Assembly. The joint powers of decision-
making mean therefore that no fundamental decisions
in the area of natural resources can be adopted, if either
the administration or the Government is opposed
thereto. It goes without saying, that the right of veto
following from the joint powers of decision, cannot be
invoked in relation to decisions which are a mere con-
sequence of earlier valid decisions.

In order to secure continued information regarding
developments in the area of natural resources it has
been proposed to establish a joint Danish-Greenland
committee, which should also be competent to make
suggestions to the Government and the home rule au-
thorities respectively regarding matters for decisions.
(See fig. 2).

The joint committee, consisting of representatives of
the home rule authorities as well as the Government, is
an important element in the arrangement regarding
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natural resources, in that it is expected that any dis-
agreement between the parties participating in the de-
cision-making process may be clarified in the joint com-
mittee, so that a direct confrontation between the home
rule authorities and the Government can be avoided.

In principle the right of veto may serve its purpose
without ever being explicitly exercised. The existence of
the right of veto will in itself be a reality in relation to
the administration’s drafting of proposals as well as in
relation to debates and submissions from the joint
committee, and direct negotiations between the Gov-
ernment and the home rule authorities. The mere
existence of the right of veto may be seen as a means
available to both parties to force a development or con-
crete decisions agreeable to them. The right of veto will
namely enable them to specify the particular assump-
tions and conditions upon which their accession to a
proposed decision rests. In other words, the right of
veto may operate as an effective instrument without
actually being exercised.

Various special problems arise in connection with the
joint decision-making competence and the participation
of the Realm in international cooperation. It is obvious,
that the competence to participate in international
cooperation is vested in the Government under section
19 of the Danish Constitution also in the area of natural
resources. But, at the same time, it also follows from
section 8 of the Home Rule Act that internally the com-
petence in this area is vested jointly in the Government
and the home rule authorities. This situation necessi-
tates a clarification of the question, how the competence
of the Government in international relations might in-
fluence the joint decision-making competence.

Through its participation in the International Energy
Agency (IEA), as well as through its membership of the
EC, Denmark is engaged in international cooperation
with other industrialized countries in the field of energy
policy. One of the main aims of these endeavours is to
reduce the present vulnerability of industrialized coun-
tries as a consequence of their high degree of depen-
dency upon imported oil. One tries to fulfil this aim
both in the IEA and in the EC through reductions in
consumption and the development of alternative
sources of energy.

International cooperation in the field of energy and
natural resources, including that taking place in the
IEA, does not at present include obligations binding the
Government to take concrete steps with a view to
exploiting energy resources.

It is certainly possible that this cooperation gradually
may be extended in a way where participating countries
undertake concrete obligations in terms of energy
policy. In the long run one cannot exclude an identical
development in relation to natural resources other than
energy.

In order to avoid any difficulties regarding the sub-
sequent internal implementation of such international
obligations, it would be appropriate for the Govern-
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ment to consult with home rule authorities to the
greatest possible extent prior to entering into any
obligations, just as is done in the case of the Faroe Is-
lands. Until the result of such consuitation is known, it
will normally be possible for the Government to make a
reservation on the applicability of the obligations in re-
lation to Greenland. One may, however, encounter a
situation where major considerations regarding the na-
tion as a whole, including considerations regarding
Greenland’s economic development and supply of
natural resources as well as the overall position of the
nation in international cooperation, may lead the Gov-
ernment to undertake certain international obligations.
Just how the specific situation may evolve cannot be
predicted in advance. On the other hand, it is obvious
that the situation would be one where due account
should be taken of neither specific Danish interests nor
specific Greenland interests. The crucial issue in such a
situation will rather be common Danish/Greenland in-
terests (if for instance the financial or supply situation in
Denmark should be threatened the same threat would
apply to Greenland). In such circumstances the joint
decision-making competence means, that the Govern-
ment and the home rule authorities must jointly estab-
lish the necessary provisions of implementation. It
should, however, be stressed that the joint deci-
sion-making competence, even in such exceptional cir-
cumstances, in practice will result in special interests
(for instance those of environment or social policy) be-
ing secured by concrete steps being outlined in detail.

The problems here referred to are not new ones.
Similar problems arose in connection with the Faroe
Islands Home Rule Act which empowered the govern-
ment to undertake international obligations, also in
areas which were particular to the Faroe Islands, and
the implementation of which required the cooperation
of the home rule authorities. This arrangement has now
been in force for some 30 years, without any insolvable
conflicts ever having arisen.

As for the cooperation within the EC in particular one
must state, that in its present form it does not involve
any obligations which make it incumbent upon the
Government to take concrete steps with a view to
exploiting natural resources, including energy, but con-
ceivably the cooperation may gradually be extended in
such a way that participating countries undertake
obligations of this nature.

A contribution made by the EC regarding energy and
other natural resources constitutes an integral part of a
cooperation including all major aspects of economic life.
Furthermore, cooperation within the EC differs from
other types of international cooperation, partly as far as
the decision-making process is concerned, partly as far
as the way in which rules and regulations implemented
is concerned. Consequently, one cannot treat in isola-
tion the relation between arrangements regarding
natural resources and EC cooperation, but any
arrangement will have to be established by means of the
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provisions of section 15 of the Home Rule Act referred
to above.

The issue regarding the division and application of
any possible future income from natural resources
accruing to the Treasury involved serious elements of
uncertainty at the time the Home Rule Act was
adopted, both in relation to the question whether
natural resources actually existed, the magnitude of any
possible resources, the financial outcome of any
exploitation as well as the timing of it. Against this
background the Home Rule Commission proposed that
public revenue from natural resources in Greenland
should, first of all, be applied for compensating the pre-
vious transfer of capital from Denmark to Greenland.
There was a joint Danish/Greenland desire that home
rule authorities should become independent of subsidies
from Denmark for the solution of their tasks pari passu
with any increase in the income from natural resources.

Any other additional public revenue should be for the
benefit of the nation as a whole as well as for Green-
land, so that part of such additional income should be-
long to Greenland. Subsequent agreements between the
Government and the home rule authorities shall solve
the problems how great a part shall fall to Greenland
and how it is to be applied and invested. At any juncture
either party may require that negotiations be under-
taken with a view to entering into such an agreement.
During the negotiations in the Home Rule Commission
it was agreed, that the basis for such an agreement, to be
established in an act of Parliament, should be that
Greenland’s share shall belong to the home rule
authorities and be subject to their decision only. In
order to secure a sound financial basis for Greenland in
the long run, there should be made certain deposits (by
way of a trust fund or the like) of revenues from natural
resources over and above the need in terms of a current
Greenland budget. Revenue placed in the trust fund
should be administered by home rule authorities, which
should also have the exclusive right to dispose thereof.
Within the framework of the provisions of future
legislation it is incumbent upon home rule authorities to
secure, that the investing as well as the application of
the funds take due regard to the general financial,
monetary, and currency policy of the nation.

As for the Danish part of the revenues from natural
resources it has been proposed, that they should be-
come part of the national budget in line with other
sources of national revenue and thus be subject to the
general decisions of Danish appropriating authorities.

VIII The Language Problem

Article 9 of the Home Rule Act takes up a special sub-
ject namely that of the Greenland language. The idea is,
that the introduction of home rule should also lead to a
formal recognition of the Greenland language as the
main language of Greenland.
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In an overriding way the Greenland language is an
integral part of the way in which the population of
Greenland conceives its own identity, and it is con-
sequently of major significance in maintaining and
strengthening this identity.

As a national language Danish is, firstly, the linguistic
link between population groups of the entire nation, but
as for Greenland it is, furthermore, a means of com-
munication with the world at large, due to the fact that,
conditions being what they are, this communication
takes place through Danish authorities and Danish in-
stitutions. Above all, the major part of higher education
must take place at educational institutions in Denmark.
Consequently, the Home Rule Act provides for
thorough teaching also of the Danish language.

In public relations both languages may be applied on
equal terms. This involves, above all, that both
languages may be applied in the relation between
Greenland and Danish authorities, and that any citizen
of Greenland in addressing or contacting public au-
thorities may claim, that the contact be carried out in
that language which the person in question prefers to
use. Incidentally, this is in line with the practice which
has been used by Greenland courts in later years.

IX Home Rule Economy

Implementing home rule presupposes that the new
order shall lead neither to savings nor to additional ex-
penses for the Government. Consequently, government
subsidizing of enterprises taken over by home rule au-
thorities shall be based upon the expenses which the
Government has so far incurred for the purposes in
question. The areas which presumably should be trans-
ferred by 1 January, 1981, will necessitate government
subsidies to the tune of some 295 mill. Danish kr. per
year.

As for the methods of subsidizing it has been pro-
posed that subsidies should be granted as a lump sum —
in other words without any allocation per area. In this
way Greenland authorities are given the greatest possi-
ble freedom in giving priority to various applications of
the funds within the frames of authorizing legislation.

X Trade in Greenland and its
Development

It appears from the Home Rule Act, that the purpose of
home rule is to place the responsibility for develop-
ments in the Greenland society to the home rule
authorities. These developments will be decided not
only by political decisions, in the narrow sense of the
word, pertaining to Greenland, but also by Greenland
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business life — above all fishery, hunting, and
sheep-breeding — and the development of trade.

So far, this development has been strongly influenced
by the activity within the fields of production, com-
merce and transport of the Royal Greenland Trade
Department (Den kongelige grenlandske Handel —
KGH). Although a considerable liberalization of
business life has taken place during the later decades,
one must recognize that even today the KGH is a deci-
sive element in Greenland business life.

On the other hand, everybody recognized that due to
the difficult economic terms of traditional Greenland
business — influenced by climate and international
price-fluctuations — a transfer of all of the functions of
the KGH to home rule authorities would involve such
major difficulties as to make a simultaneous transfer
inappropriate. Consequently, it has been proposed that
the transfer shall take place in stages over a number of
years and in accordance with a detailed plan, but in such
a way that the functions of the KGH within the fishery
sector are the first ones to be transferred.

In conjunction with the Home Rule Act a Royal
Greenland Trade Act was therefore also adopted, and
this Act provides that steps with a view to transferring
the production and sales activities of the KGH to home
rule authorities shall be initiated at the time when the
Act enters into force. A new governing board is also
established and one half of the board members are to be
appointed on the basis of proposals from home rule
authorities. The governing board shall establish a purely
Greenland executive board which is to follow develop-
ments and act in a consultative capacity to the KGH
during the period until final transfer has been brought
about.

The basic idea of these arrangements is to create an
organ which may be subject to a process of education
and adaption, so that some time in the future Greenland
institutions may be able to take over the activities of the
KGH without any detrimental effect to this important,
but in many ways vulnerable, activity.

XI Conflicts

Article 18 of the Home Rule Act regulates how con-
flicts arising in relation to the division of powers be-
tween home rule authorities and national authorities,
are to be solved. It is proposed to establish a board
consisting of two members appointed by the Govern-
ment, two members appointed by home rule authorities,
and three Supreme Court Judges to be appointed by the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, one of whom is to
be appointed chairman. An issue is finally decided
where the four members appointed by the Government
and the home rule authorities are in agreement.
Otherwise, the issue shall be decided by the three Sup-
reme Court Judges.

Meddelelser om Grenland, Man & Society 1 - 1980



This method of combining political and legal
elements in the decision-making and giving the political
aspects an overweight may appear to be a peculiar one.
It means at any rate that it is not possible to submit to
the board involved all questions regarding doubtful
interpretations pertaining to a transgression of
authorizing legislation. Such questions will have to be
decided by the ordinary courts under section 63 of the
Danish Constitution and on the basis of fundamental
principles of the law of public administration. Among
other things due to the fact that there are no provisions
empowering private citizens to bring a case before the
board, one must assume that the board is competent to
take a position only on political conflicts between the
Government and home rule authorities which it has not
been possible to solve in any other way. Although the
provision involves a number of unsolved questions, it
has been found useful to include such a provision in the
Home Rule Act due to the fact that a completely identi-
cal provision is found in the Faroe Islands Home Rule
Act. On this point the desire to have identity between
the Faroe Islands home rule and the Greenland home
rule has had considerable weight.

As for the Faroe Islands the board is not in perma-
nent existence and, incidentally, so far it has never
functioned.

XII Denmark and Greenland

The Greenland Home Rule Act together with accessory
legislation serves the purpose of meeting Greenland
wishes within the bounds of local influence upon politi-
cal decisions which in later years has characterized de-
velopments also elsewhere in the Danish society. The
basic philosophy may be expressed in the terms, that the
population of Greenland does not wish national inde-
pendence but improved possibilities of strengthening and
expanding the identity of Greenland through an in-
creased independent responsibiliry.

The Act is likewise an expression of the fact, that the
principle of equality between Greenland and the rest of
Denmark has been abandoned in the light of a recogni-
tion of the impossibility of creating equality between
population groups living under conditions so much at
variance. Instead the act is based upon the principle of
equal rights regarding responsibility and powers con-
cerning the future of the respective societies.

Those who have worked on the drafting of this legis-
lation are fully aware that introducing home rule in
Greenland means entrusting to the population of
Greenland and its elected representatives not only
important, but at the same time difficult and perhaps
even onerous tasks.

It is therefore but natural that implementation of
home rule must take place as a gradual process and on
the basis of a carefully worked out schedule as has also
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been the Greenland desire. The report of the Home
Rule Commission makes a point of stressing, that a
sense of responsibility and mutual understanding in
implementing the transfer of public tasks, in assessing
the results achieved, and in the future overall relation
between the two parts of the Realm will be of decisive
importance to home rule evolving in a harmonious
manner which will be satisfactory to Greenland as well
as to Denmark.
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Appendix

The Greenland Home Rule Act
Act. No. 577 of 29 November 1978

We, Margrethe the Second, by the Grace of God Queen
of Denmark make it known:

Recognizing the exceptional position which Green-
land occupies within the Realm nationally, culturally
and geographically, the Folketing has in conformity
with the decision of the Greenland Provincial Council
passed and We by Our Royal Assent confirmed the
following Act about the constitutional position of
Greenland within the Realm:

Chapter 1

Home Rule Authorities

Section 1

(1) Greenland is a distinct community within the King-
dom of Denmark. Within the framework of the unity of
the Realm, the Greenland home rule authorities shall
conduct Greenland affairs in accordance with the pro-
visions laid down in this Act.

(2) The Greenland home rule authorities shall con-
sist of an assembly elected in Greenland, to be called
the Landsting, and an administration headed by a
Landsstyre (Executive).

Section 2
(1) Members of the Landsting shall be elected for a
four-year term in general, direct and secret elections.
(2) Detailed rules on elections, including such matters
as the franchise, eligibility for election, and the number
of members of the Landsting, shall be laid down by Act
of the Landsting.
(3) The Landsting shall make its own standing orders.
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Section 3
The Landsting shall elect the Chairman and the other
members of the Landsstyre. The Chairman of the
Landsstyre shall assign responsibilities between its
members.

Chapter 2

Powers of the Home Rule Authorities

Section 4

(1) The home rulc authorities may determine that juris-
diction in any field listed in the Schedule to this Act, or
in part of such field, shall be transferred to the home
rule authorities.

(2) The home rule authorities shall exercise legisla-
tive and executive power in fields transferred under
subsection (1), and shall assume responsibility for ex-
penditure associated with them.

(3) The same shall apply where the central authorities
of the Realm, after negotiation with the home rule
authorities, determine that jurisdiction in such fields or
parts of such fields shall be transferred to the home rule
authorities.

(4) Bills regarding such fields of jurisdiction as are
passed by the Landting and signed by the Chairman of
the Landsstyre shall be called Acts of the Landsting.

Section 5

(1) Where jurisdiction over a field or part of a field
listed in the Schedule to this Act has not been transfer-
red to the home rule authorities under section 4, the
central authorities of the Realm may after negotiation
with the home rule authorities by statute determine that
the home rule authorities shall assume regulatory juris-
diction for and administer it. Subsidies to be paid in
such fields shall be fixed by statute.

(2) Draft Regulations regarding such fields of juris-
diction as are passed by the Landsting and signed by the
Chairman of the Landsstyre shall be called Landsting
Regulations.

Section 6

(1) Landsting Bills and draft Landsting Regulations
which have been passed cannot be carried into force
until they have been signed by the Chairman of the
Landsstyre and promulgated in accordance with provi-
sions laid down by Act of the Landsting.

(2) Within a period of 8 days the Landsstyre may
resolve that a Bill or draft Regulation is not to be signed
until passed by the following session of the Landsting.
Should that session fail to pass it unamended it shall
lapse.

Section 7

(1) The central authorities of the Realm may after
negotiation with and having secured the consent of the
home rule authorities by statute determine that juris-
diction in fields not listed in the Schedule to this Act

16

shall be transferred to the home rule authorities, section
4 (2) and (4) or section 5 applying correspondingly.

(2) In determining in which fields jurisdiction should
be transferred to the home rule authorities under sub-
section (1), regard shall be had to the unity of the
Realm and to the desirability of the home rule author-
ities’ receiving an extensive role in matters which par-
ticularly affect Greenland interests.

Section 8
(1) The resident population of Greenland has funda-
mental rights to the natural resources of Greenland.

(2) To safeguard the rights of the resident population
in respect of non-living resources and to protect the
interests of the unity of the Realm, it shall be enacted by
statute that preliminary study, prospecting and the
exploitation of these resources are to be regulated by
agreement between the Government and the Lands-
styre.

(3) Before any agreement under subsection (2) is
entered into, any member of the Landsstyre may de-
mand that the matter be laid before the Landsting,
which may determine that the Landsstyre may not con-
sent to an agreement of the proposed content.

Section 9
(1) Greenlandic shall be the principal language. Danish
must be thoroughly taught.

(2) Either language may be used for official purposes.

Section 10.
(1) The home rule authorities shall be subject to such
obligations arising out of treaties and other inter-
national rules as at any time are binding on the Realm.
(2) The powers delegated to international authorities
under section 20 of the Constitution shall at all times
prevail over the powers of the home rule authorities.
(3) The Government may order the home rule
authorities to take such measures as may be necessary
to ensure the observance of subsections (1) and (2).

Chapter 3

Relations with the central authorities

Section 11

(1) The central authorities of the Realm shall have
jurisdiction in questions affecting the foreign relations
of the Realm.

(2) Measures under consideration by the home rule
authorities which would be of substantial importance
for the foreign relations of the Realm, including partici-
pation by the Realm in international cooperation, shall
be discussed with the central authorities before any de-
cision is taken.

Section 12
(1) Bills which include provisions which exclusively
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concern Greenland shall be referred to the home rule
authorities for their comments before they are intro-
duced in the Folketing.

(2) Draft administrative orders which include provi-
sions which exclusively concern Greenland shall be
referred to the home rule authorities for their comments
before they are issued.

(3) Statues and administrative orders which are of
particular importance to Greenland shall be referred to
the home rule authorities for their comments before
being put into force in Greenland.

Section 13

Treaties which require the assent of the Folketing and
which particularly affect Greenland interests shall be
referred to the home rule authorities for their comments
before they are concluded.

Section 14

(1) Unless the central authorities in individual cases
otherwise determine, the home rule authorities’
comments shall be submitted whithin six months after
the date on which the proposals were referred to them
under sections 12 and 13.

(2) If proposals cannot be referred to the home rule
authorities due to compelling circumstances, the statute,
administrative provision or treaty shall be referred to
the home rule authorities for their comments as soon as
possible.

Section 15

(1) Within the framework of section 11 the Govern-
ment shall after consultation with the Landsstyre lay
down guidelines for the handling of matters of
particular interest to Greenland in the European Com-
munity Institutions.

(2) The home rule authorities shall be kept informed
of proposed legislation before the Council of the Euro-
pean Communities which particularly affects Greenland
interests.

Section 16

(1) The home rule authorities may demand that in
countries in which Greenland has special commercial
interests Danish diplomatic missions employ officers
specifically to attend to such interests. The central
authorities may determine that expenditure to this end
be borne by the home rule authorities.

(2) The central authorities may after negotiation with
the home rule authorities empower the home rule
authorities to advance special Greenland interests by
taking part in international negotiations of special
importance for Greenland’s commercial life.

(3) Where matters of particular interest to Greenland
are at issue, the central authorities may on a request by
the home rule authorities authorize them to negotiate
directly, with the cooperation of the Foreign Service,
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provided such negotiation is not considered incom-
patible with the unity of the Realm.

Section 17

(1) The central authorities’ chief representative in
Greenland shall be the Rigsombudsmand (Commis-
sioner).

(2) The home rule authorities may invite the Rigsom-
budsmand to take part in debates in the Landsting or
the Landsstyre.

(3) The home rule authorities shall inform the Rigs-
ombudsmand as soon as possible of new Acts of the
Landsting and Landsting Regulations, and of other
legislation of general application made by the home rule
authorities.

Section 18

(1) Should any doubt arise between the central au-
thorities and the home rule authorities concerning their
respective jurisdictions, the question shall be laid before
a board consisting of two members nominated by the
Government, two members nominated by the home
rule authorities and three judges of the Supreme Court
nominated by its President, one of whom shall be
nominated as Chairman.

(2) If the four members nominated by the Govern-
ment and the home rule authorities reach agreement the
question shall be considered settled. If these four fail to
reach agreement the question shall be decided by the
three Supreme Court judges.

(3) The Government may suspend an enactment or
decision of the home rule authorities which has been
placed before the board until such time as the board’s
decision is taken.

Chapter 4

Entry into force and transitional provisions

Section 19

(1) Statutory provisions and regulations applicable to
Greenland shall remain in force subject to such changes
as arise out of this Act, until amended or repealed by
the appropriate authority.

Section 20
(1) The date on which this Act is to enter into force shall
be fixed by statute.

(2) The Rigsombudsmand shall take up the duties
formerly exercised by the Governor of Greenland, with
such changes as arise out of this Act.

Schedule

1. Organization of home rule in Greenland.

2. Organization of local government.

3. Direct and indirect taxes.

4. The Established Church and dissenting religious com-
munities.

5. Fishing in the territory, hunting, agriculture and reindeer
breeding.
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6.
7.
8.
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Preservation.

Country planning.

Legislation governing trade and competition including
legislation on restaurant and hotel business, regulations
governing alcoholic beverages, and regulations governing
closing hours of shops.

. Social Welfare.
10.
11.

Labour market affairs.
Education and cultural affairs, including vocational edu-
cation.

13,
14.
15:
16.
17.

. Other matters relating to trade, including State-conducted

fishing and production; support and development of
economic activities.

Health services.

Rent legislation, rent support, and housing administration.
Supply of goods.

Internal transport of passengers and goods.

Protection of the environment.
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Meddelelser om Grgnland, Geoscience

1979.
1. C. K. Brooks:
»Geomorphological observations at Kangerdlugssuaq, East Green-
land«. 21 pp.

The Kangerdlugssuaq area is mainly comprised of two contrasting rock groups: on
the one hand the easily-eroded lavas and sediments of late Mesozoic to early Tertiary
age and on the other the highly resistant Precambrian gneisses. Intermediate between
these two types in terms of behaviour with respect to erosion are the Tertiary plutonic
complexes and the basaltic areas along the coast which have been intruded by intense
dyke swarms.

In the late Mesozoic the area was a peneplain, and low relief apparently persisted
throughout the volcanic episode as there is good evidence that the lava plateau
subsided during its formation. During this period ocean-floor spreading gave rise to
the embryonic Danmark Strazde. Shortly after the volcanic episode the Kanger-
dlugssuaq area became the centre of a massive domal upwarping which has been a
dominant feature of the land-forms up to the present day. The original surface of the
dome has been reconstructed on the basis of topographic and geological evidence to
show that it was elliptical in form with a major axis of at least 300 km in length and a
height above present sea-level of about 6.5 km. However, subsequent isostatic effects
are not considered in deriving these figures. The updoming is estimated to have
occurred about 50 m.y. ago.

Several kilometres thickness of sediments and lavas were eroded off this dome at
an early stage exposing the gneissic core, which still stands in alpine peaks up to about
2.7 km altitude in the central part, and dumping ca. S0000 km? of sediment on the
continental shelf. The erosion was effected by a radial, consequent drainage system,
relicts of which can still be found. Kangerdlugssuaq itself may owe its origin to a
tectonic line of weakness formed in response to doming, but there are also good
arguments for its being purely erosional. The erosion of the dome was probably
fluviatile but all trace of this stage has been obliterated the subsequent glaciation.

In the period between the Eocene and the early Miocene, possibly around 35 m.y.
ago, the entire area underwent epeirogenic uplift raising the undeformed parts of the
original lava plateau to around 2.5 km above sea-level. At present this plateau is
undergoing dissection from the seaward side, but considerable areas are still preser-
ved under thin, horizontal ice-caps.

A brief description of the various types of glaciers, an impermanent, ice-dammed
lake and the areas of ice-free land is given. In the Pleistocene, the Kangerdlugssuaq
glacier was considerably thicker than at the present time and extended far out over
the shelf, excavating a deep channel here. Finally some observations on the coastlines
are presented.

1979.
2. Sven Karup-Moller and Hans Pauly:
»Galena and associated ore minerals from the cryolite at Ivigtut, South
Greenland«. 25 pp.

Silver- and bismuth-rich galena concentrates have been produced for more than 70
years as a byproduct in the dressing of the crude cryolite from Ivigtut, South Green-
land.

Concentrates from the years 1937 to 1962 contained from 0.44 % Ag and 0.74 %
Bi to 0.94% Ag and 1.93% Bi. Conspicuous increases in the content of these
elements appeared twice within this time interval, namely in 1955 and in 1960. Thus
it seems that crude cryolite from specific areas within the mine carried galena high in
silver and bismuth. This promoted a detailed study of the common Ivigtut galena and
associated sulphides.

An outline of the geological setting of the deposit is given. The deposit is divided
into two main bodies — the cryolite body and the quartz body. Both are subdivided
into units characterized by their content of siderite and fluorite. Galena samples from
these units and from rock types surrounding the deposit have been studied.

Galena from units characterized by siderite follows the compositional pattern
found in the galena concentrates, whereas the sparse galena mineralizatiions from
units characterized by fluorite contain much smaller amounts of silver and bismuth,
less than 0.2 %. However, within the fluorite-bearing units, two peculiar parageneses
reveal high contents of silver and bismuth expressed by the presence of particular
minerals such as marildite-aikinite and gustavite cosalite respectively.

Further trace element studies on selected galena samples emphasize Sn and Te as
chemically characteristic of the galena and of the sulphide-carbonate phase of the
deposit.

The temperature of formation of the main part of the deposit is placed at
550~400°C, and between 300 and 200°C certain parts of the fluorite cryolite and the
fluorite zone.
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1980
3. John C. Rucklidge, Charles Kent Brooks and Troels F. D. Nielsen:
»Petrology of the coastal dykes at Tugtilik, southern East Greenland«.

17 pp.

Dolerite and lamprophyre dikes from Tugtilik in the southern part of the onshore
exposure of the East Greenland coastal dike swarm are described. The dolerites,
which are earlier, are similar to other tholeiites from the dike swarm and the plateau
basalts and also to many Icelandic tholeiites. Transitional varieties have been identi-
fied from the Angmagssalik district. The lamprophyres have a nephelinitic composi-
tion and are rich in phenocrysts and xenocrysts. In one case, abundant low pressure
inclusions occur. Rocks identical to these lamprophyres have not previously been
described from Greenland but are well known, for instance, in the African Rift.

Meddelelser om Grenland, Bioscience

1979.
1. Erik L. B. Smidt:
»Annual cycles of primary production and of zooplankton at South-
west Grenland«. 53 pp.

Annual hydrographic observations, measurements of primary production, and samp-
lings of zooplankton were undertaken in Southwest Greenland waters in the 1950s
and —60s. In the coastal area and at the entrance to Godthabsfjord winter cooling
normally extends to the bottom, resulting in a vertical mixing of the water and an
effective replenishment of nutrients at the surface. The subsequent production rate is,
therefore, high with an average annual gross production calculated to about 160gCm™2.
In the inner fjord regions the stratification is normally much more stable with
persisting warm bottom water, and the production is, therefore, lower here than in
the coastal area. The seasonal variation in the relations between daylight, primary
production, phosphate, and quantity of zooplankton is, presumably, representative of
the coastal waters at SW Greenland. A maximum in primary production in spring is
normally followed by another maximum in late summer. The number of animals in
the microplankton samples from the upper 30 m (the productive layer) is at its
maximum simultaneously with the second maximum of the primary production, while
the maximum of the macroplankton biomass (taken by stramin net) extends until late
autumn in the coastal and outer fjord regions.

A maximum of the macroplankton biomass during winter in the deep water layers
in the inner Godthdbsfjord, caused by inflow of warm bottom water, stable stratifi-
cation and cooled outflowing surface water acting as a barrier to the ascent of the
animals, is assumed to be normal to the open, non-threshold, W Greenland fjords.

Seasonal vertical migration of the zooplankton is indicated by Hensen net hauls
from different depths. There is a concentration of zooplankton in the upper water
layers in April-September and a deeper concentration from autumn to spring.

Annual cycles of various animal groups are described for holoplankton and mero-
plankton, separately. Holoplankters are normally dominant, copepods being the
most numerous group. Meroplankters, especially bottom invertebrate larvae, are
relatively numerous in the microplankton in spring and summer with Balanus nauplii
dominant in spring and lamellibranch larvae in the following months. In a special
section on fish eggs and larvae it is shown /.a. that cod eggs and larvae are normally
concentrated in the upper 50 m, where they are much exposed to temperature varia-
tions, while eggs and larvae of American plaice occur also in deeper water. This may
partly explain why the cod stock is more vulnerable to low temperatures.

It is shown that the epipelagic plankton fauna in the survey area in terms of growth
and mode of development is more similar to the arctic than to the boreal fauna. It
could therefore be termed subarctic, which also corresponds to the environmental
conditions in the area.
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1980

2. Jean Just:
»Amphipoda (Crustacea) of the Thule area, Northwest Greenland:
Faunistics and Taxonomy«. 61 pp.

The material reported on was collected in the Thule area, NW Greenland, in 1968
and includes 105 species. Four of these, Aceroides goesi, Bathymedon antennarius,
Monoculodes vibei and Parametopa crassicornis, are new to science. An additional 6
species are new to Greenland, while 9 species have previously been found in E
Greenland but not in W Greenland. Four genera, Lembos, Arrhinopsis, Arctopleustes
and Parametopa, are recorded from Greenland for the first time.

Specimens belonging to 15 additional taxa are for various reasons not referred to
species. Major taxonomic problems, warranting broadly based revisions, are outlined
in the genera Byblis, Gitanopsis, Ischyrocerus, Tmetonyx, Monoculodes and Stenula.
Three different forms of Paroediceros Iynceus are discussed.

All known amphipod species from the Thule area are included in an annotated list.
Forty-nine taxa are discussed and figured.
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Instructions to authors

Manuscripts will be forwarded to referees for evalua-
tion. Authors will be notified as quickly as possible a-
bout acceptance, rejection, or desired alterations. The
final decision rests with the editor. Authors receive two
page proofs. Prompt return to the editor is requested.

Alterations against the ms. will be charged to the au-
thor(s). Twenty five offprints are supplied free. Order
form, quoting price, for additional copies accompanies
2nd proof. Manuscripts (including illustrations) are not
returned to the author(s) after printing unless especially
requested.

Manuscript

General. — Manuscripts corresponding to less than 16
printed pages (of 6100 type units), incl. illustrations, are
not accepted. Two copies of the ms. (original and one
good quality copy), each complete with illustrations
should be sent to the Secretary.

All Greenland place names in text and illustrations
must be those authorized. Therefore sketch-maps with
all the required names should be forwarded to the Sec-
retary for checking before the ms. is submitted.

Language. — Manuscripts should be in English (prefer-
red language), French, or German. When appropriate,
the language of the ms. must be revised before submis-
sion.

Title. — Titles should be kept as short as possible and
with emphasis on words useful for indexing and infor-
mation retrieval.

Abstract. — An English abstract should accompany the
ms. It should be short, outline main features, and stress
novel information and conclusions.

Typescript. — Page 1 should contain: (1) title, (2)
name(s) of author(s), (3) abstract, and (4) author’s full
postal address(es). Large mss. should be accompanied
by a Table of Contents, typed on separate sheet(s). The
text should start on p. 2. Consult a recent issue of the
series for general lay-out.

Double space throughout and leave a 4 cm left mar-
gin. Footnotes should be avoided. Desired position of
illustrations and tables should be indicated with pencil
in left margin.

Underlining should only be used in generic and
species names. The use of italics in other connections is
indicated by wavy line in pencil under appropriate
words. The editor undertakes all other type selection.

Use three or fewer grades of headings, but do not
underline. Avoid long headings.

References. — Reference to figures and tables in the text
should have this form: Fig. 1; Figs 2—4; Table 3. Bib-
liographic references in the text are given as: Shergold
(1975: 16) and (Jago & Daily 1974b).

In the list of references the following usage is
adopted:

Journal: Macpherson, A. H. 1965. The origin of diver-
sity in mammals of the Canadian arctic tundra. — Sys-
tem. Zool. 14: 153-173.

Book: Marsden, W. 1964. The lemming year. — Chatto
& Windus, London: xxx pp.

Chapter (part): Wolfe, J. A. & Hopkins, D. M. 1967.
Climatic changes recorded by Tertiary landfloras in
northwestern North America. —~ In: Hatai, K. (ed.),
Tertiary correlations and climatic changes in the Pacific.
— 11th Pacific Sci. Congr. Tokyo 1966, Symp.: 67-76.

Title of journals should be abbreviated according to
the last (4th) edition of the World List of Scientific
Periodicals (1960) and supplementary lists issued by
BUCORP (British Union-Catalogue of Periodicals). If in
doubt, give the title in full.

Meddelelser om Grenland, Man & Society should be
registered under Meddelelser om Gronland. Example
(with authorized abbreviations): Meddr Gronland, Man
& Soc. 1, 1979.

Hllustrations

General. — Submit two copies of each graph, map,
photograph, etc., all marked with number and author’s
name. Normally all illustrations will be placed within
the text; this also applies to composite figures.

All figures (incl. line drawings) must be submitted as
glossy photographic prints suitable for direct reproduc-
tion, i.e. having the format of the final figure. Do not
submit original artwork. Where appropriate the scale
should be indicated in the caption or in the illustration.

The size of the smallest letters in illustrations should
not be less than 1.5 mm. Intricate tables are sometimes
more easily reproduced from line drawings than by
type-setting.

Colour plates may be included at the author’s ex-
pense, but the editor should be consulted before such
illustrations are submitted.

Size. — The width of figures must be that of a column
(77 mm) or of a page (160 mm). Remember to allow
space for captions below full page figures. Maximum
height of figures (incl. captions) is 217 mm. Horizontal
figures are preferred.

If at all possible, fold-out figures and tables should be
avoided.

Caption. — Captions (two copies) to figures should be
typed on separate sheets.
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