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The most recent total account of the birds of Greenland was published in the late 
sixties (Salomonsen 1967). Since that, major changes have been recorded in the status 
and occurrence of several species. One species have disappeared (Barrow's Golden 
eye) and 28 new vagrants have been added to the list. 

This checklist gives a current account on the birds occurring in Greenland. 235 
species have been recorded. About 58 are well established breeders, c. 17 are regular 
(~ome numerous) visitors and the rest are more or less rare vagrants. Some of the 
visitors may breed occasionally and some are probably in the initiating phase of an 
immigration to Greenland. Although many vagrants have only been recorded once, 
~ome of them may occur more commonly or even annually. 

The present status is described for each species and if possible also population 
numbers and trends. When relevant, issues as subspecies, habitats and migration are 
discussed or described brietly. 

Keywords: birds, Greenland, status, distribution, population trends, population num­
ber~. phenology. 

Dal'id Boertmann, Greenland Enl'ironmenwl Research lmtitllle, Tage11.wej 135, 4 .. 
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Introduction 
The purpose of the present work is to give an up to date 
species list of the birds of Greenland. This augments and 
extends the previous list by Salomonsen ( 1967), which in 
many ways no longer represents the existing situation: 
the occurrence and distribution of many species have 
changed, and areas which were nearly unknown from an 
ornithological point of view in 1967, have been visited 
and described by ornithologists. Some of the recent in­
formation is included in popular books (Salomonsen 
1974, 1979c, 1981 with a revised ed. in 1991) and some 
also in a small field guide (Boertmann 1988). However, a 
current, complete, and annotated list of the birds in 
Greenland is in demand now, as a reference for the 
increasing ornithological field work in Greenland. 

It is my hope that the list will be useful to both the 
amateur bird watcher and the scientist, who want in­
formation regarding the status of the birds of Greenland. 
The list also refer to other aspects of ornithology though 
not in great detail. However, extensive references make it 
possible to find detailed information from studies in 
Greenland or, in some cases, other arctic areas, if re­
quired. 
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The material 
The most important lists of Greenland birds before the 
works of Salomonsen ( 1950a, 1963, 1967) were given by 
Fabricius (1780), Holb0ll ( 1842-43), Reinhardt ( 1861 ), 
Winge ( 1898), Schi0ler ( 1926), Jensen ( 1928), Bertelsen 
(1932) and Oldenow (1933) . All these works, except 
Salomonsen (1950a) are in Danish. However, R.G.B. 
Brown has in 1981 translated the seabird chapters from 
Salomonsen ( 1967) to English as 'The Seabirds of Green­
land' (Canadian Wildlife Service Report No. 100). The 
most extensive bibliography was made by Salomonsen 
(1950a). 

Salomonsen referred in some of his works ( 1950a, 
1963) to a paper he was preparing concerning rare birds 
in Greenland. This was never published and only a minor 
part of the 'manuscript is kept in the Zoological Museum 
of Copenhagen. However, all his correspondence about 
rare birds in Greenland are also there. This valuable and 
unpublished material on the occurrence of rarities is in­
tact and incorporated in the present account. 

Over the last 20 years much information regarding 
birds in North and Northeast Greenland has appeared. 
This is due to intensive expedition activity, mostly from 
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geologists and biologists. Background studies in associ­
ation with mineral and oil exploration in the region have 
made further ornithological information available. The 
residents in the region: the personnel in the weather 
stations and 'Sirius', the naval sledge patrol, have also 
contributed. 

The knowledge on the off-shore distribution and oc­
currence of seabirds has also been greatly improved. 
Particularly in the Davis Strait and Baffin Bay where 
extensive surveys have been carried out for example as 
background studies to hydrocarbon exploration and trans­
portation (e.g. Brown et al. 1975; Maclaren Marex 1979; 
Reneaud et al. 1982; Brown 1986; GERI unpubl.). 

A large part of the recent information are published in 
field reports, 'grey' reports or are even unpublished. One 
of the major tasks during the present work has been to 
check and include such information. 

In West Greenland the birdlife is, in general, much 
better known than in the other regions of the country, 
because this region is inhabited and was studied by Salo­
monsen during most of his life. However, much new 
information also comes from this area. 

The only major region in Greenland which is still 
nearly unknown from an ornithological point of view is 
Southeast Greenland. Very few ornithological papers 
have been published from there and most of these are 
more than 50 years old. Pedersen ( 1930) reported - on 
second hand - several species of waders breeding in the 
Kangersittuaq-area and the Ammassalik-area. This in­
formation is obviously wrong and is omitted in the pre­
sent account. 

New information comes also from collections of study 
skins. I have examined all the skins of rare and unusual 
species from Greenland kept in the Zoological Museum 
of Copenhagen. Some new specimens have been found 
and the identification of a few have been altered. Salo­
monsen refers only to one collection in Nuuk/Godthab: in 
the Ilinniarfissuaqffeachers College. However, the Nu­
natta Katersugaasivia Allagaateqarfialu/National Mu­
seum and Archives also has a collection, which Salomon­
sen apparently never studied. Moreover, most of the spe­
cimens from Ilinniarfissuaq have now been moved to 
Nunatta Katersugaasivia Allagaateqarfialu. I have studied 
both collections. The curators of many local museums in 
Greenland have forwarded me lists of their usually small 
bird collections. I have also examined some private col­
lections in Denmark. Finally, the Icelandic Museum of 
Natural History forwarded me information regarding 
their specimens obtained in Greenland. 

In the autumn of 1992 the Greenland Environmental 
Research Institute and Ornis Consult prepared a database 
of the seabird colonies in Greenland ba~ed on both pub­
lished and unpublished information (GM & OC 1993). 
The population estimates given for the seabirds in the 
species accounts are based on this database. 

Compared to Salomonsen's list from 1967, 29 addi­
tional species are described. One is the result of dividing 
Pluvialis dominica into two species, which both have 
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appeared in Greenland, and 28 are actually new to the 
Greenland list. The Dark-bellied Brent Goose and the 
Lesser Redpoll are new subspecies to Greenland. On the 
other hand, the only record of Short-billed Dowitcher 
cannot be accepted today. A total of 235 ,pecies are 
accepted as having occurred in Greenland. The extinct 
Great Auk Pi11g11i1111s i111pe1111is is not included and is not 
described in the species account. Interested readers are 
referred to Meldgaard ( 1988). 

The species account 
The text for each species is divided into the following • 
paragraphs: STATUS describes the current knowledge of 
the occurrence, numbers and distribution . The bird~ arc 
characterized as widespread if they occur abundantly in 
both the high arctic and the low arctic zones. If they occur 
in only one of these climatic zones and they breed in hoth 
regions within the zones (see below), they are character­
ised as 'widespread high (alternatively low) arctic breed­
ers', and 'regional' if they occur in only one region. 
'Local' is used if they occur in a few sites. Some specie~ 
occur in one low arctic and in one high arctic region. 
which is described as 'regional (or local) high and low 
arctic breeders'. Residents do not migrate, but stay in the 
same general area as they breed; intraregional (within 
regions) and interregional migrants (between region~) 
have their main wintering areas within Greenland and 
cxtralimital migrants have their wintering areas abroad: 
in Europe, Africa, North America, South America or the 
southern Atlantic. Species that have an annual occurrence 
in Greenland but breed abroad are characterized as vi~­
itors or vagrants, the visitors being the most numcrou,. 
Winter visitors, for example, may breed in arctic Canada 
or on Svalbard. Rare and irregular occurring specie, arc 
characterized as accidentals (less than I O record~) or rare 
vagrants. If records are listed, following information i, 
given if available: First the site with municipality, area or 
land name followed by the locality; then the date of the 
find and information on numbers, sex and age of the bird 
(if no numbers are mentioned, the record concerned one 
individual); finally the source and where specimen~ arc 
kept. SUBSPECIES is only mentioned when relevant. 
HABITAT describes briefly the habitats of the breeders. 
the common visitors and for those of the vagrant, where 
possible. POPULATION refers to population estimates or 
to trends in population size. MOVEMENTS describes 
briefly the migration pattern and mentions phenological 
data concerning the migration. The general information 
regarding winter quarters was obtained from handbooks 
and general works (Salomonsen 1967, 1981; Cramp & 
Simmons 1977, 1979, 1983; Scott 1983; Peterson et al. 
1985; Cramp I 985, 1988; Goodfrey 1986). ORIGIN de­
scribes the breeding grounds of the vagrants and the 
accidentals. The general information was obtained in the 
handbooks mentioned above. Newfoundland in this con-
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text is the state (incl. Coast of Labrador), and when 
referring to the island, it is mentioned as Newfoundland 
Island. REMARK is used when additional information is 
necessary . 

Concerning collected specimens, the collection in 
which they are kept is mentioned after the quoted source, 
if the specimen was studied by me. Age and sex men­
tioned before the source, means that I agree or that I am 
not able to confirm the information; if age and sex are 
mentioned after the source, I have made the determina­
tion or have changed it from what has previously been 
reported. Specimens or records, which are only men­
tioned with a source 'in lilt.', 'pers. comm.' or without a 
source have not previously been published. 

Many of the specimens in the Greenland collections 
are mounted, but are referred to as skins. 

The Danish Rarities Committee has approved all the 
records of rare species not hitherto published by Salo­
monsen or in the journal of the Danish Ornithological 
Society (Dansk Orn. Foren. Tidsskr.). The quotation RC 
refers to the reports by the committee, in which the record 
is approved. However, most of the records which have 
been approved for the present list, have not or will not be 
mentioned in the reports. 

In this paper Greenland is divided into four major 
regions: West, North, Northeast and Southeast (Fig. I). 
To some extent, these regions reflect the climatic zones: 
North and Northeast form the high arctic zone and West 
and Southeast form the low arctic zone. The boundary 
between North and Northeast Greenland is the same as 
between the flora provinces of North and Northeast 
Greenland (Bay 1992) and the fauna districts proposed by 
Bocher ( 1988). The boundary between Northeast and 
Southeast Greenland is here drawn along 69°N, just south 
of Kap Dalton. This is approximately the boundary be­
tween the low arctic and the high arctic zones at the outer 
coast. However, the interior parts of Kangertiitivaq/ 
Scoresby Sund are usually referred to the low arctic zone 
(Salomonsen 1981 ). It is more convenient to include 
these areas in the region of Northeast Greenland, because 
the mammal and bird fauna are obviously high arctic. The 
boundary between West and Southeast Greenland is here 
similar to that of the boundary between the municipalities 
of Nanortalik and Tasiilaq in Kangerlussuatsiaq/Linde­
now Fjord, However, both sides of the fjord are consid­
ered as belonging to Southeast Greenland. 

In West Greenland the municipalities (kommuni in 
Greenlandic/kommune in Danish) are used as subdivi­
sions. These are roughly similar to the former districts 
referred to in all Salomonsen ' s works. In two areas, some 
comparatively small municipalities have - in this context 
- been joined under the name of the largest town. I) The 
municipalities of Nanortalik, Narsaq and Qaqortoq/Julia­
nehab are united and referred to as Qaqortoq/Julianehab, 
and 2) the municipalities of Kangaatsiaq, Aasiaat/Ege­
desminde and Qasigiannguit/Christianshab are united and 
referred to as Aasiaat/Egedesminde. The very small mu­
nicipality of lvittuut/lvigtut is included in Paamiut/Frede-
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rikshab municipality. Towns and municipalities have the 
same names. In the species account the municipalities are 
mentioned both with Greenlandic and Danish name and 
the term municipality is omitted. Towns are mentioned 
with Greenlandic name only, and with 'town' following 
the name. 

In North, Northeast and Southeast Greenland the major 
land areas are used as subdivisions. However, some areas 
are defined as follows: The Ammassalik-area lies be­
tween 65°30' N and 66°30'N and the Qaanaaq/Thule-area 
is the area between Kap Melville (76°00'N, 64°00' W) 
and Sermersuaq/Humboldt Gletscher (79°30'N, 
65°00'W). Both areas roughly correspond to the old dis­
tricts. The Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt-area include 
the north coast of Aasiaat/Egedesminde, llulissat/Jakobs­
havn, Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn and the south coast of 
Nuussuaq. 

The Greenland names of localities are used followed 
by the Danish name if such exists. All Greenlandic words 
are written in the new orthographic form (since 1973) as 
in Berthelsen et al. ( 1989). Most of the Greenland locality 
names are obtained from the official maps from the Na­
tional Survey and Cadastre - Denmark. Some Greenland 
names particularly from North and East Greenland are 
found elsewhere (Ulloriaq 1976; Smidt 1989; Sandell & 
Sandell 1991; Glahder 1992; Rosing 1993). The large 
fiord in northern Southeast Greenland is on official maps 
called Kangerlussuaq. In the present context the East 
Greenlandic way of spelling, Kangersittuaq, is used, to 
separate it from the numerous other fiords called Kanger­
lussuaq in Greenland. 

The bird families and species are listed in the sequence 
of Yoous ( 1977) including the changes proposed by Knox 
( 1989). The English bird names are used in accordance 
with the 'British Birds list' (Anonymous 1993). Deviat­
ing U.S. names are mentioned in brackets. 

The records are listed firstly according to their ge­
ographical occurrence: In West, Northeast and Southeast 
Greenland mainly from south towards north and in North 
Greenland from west to east. If several records have 
occurred in the same area, they are listed in chronological 
order. 

In the present context, Greenland include the off-shore 
waters within the 200-nautical mile fishery limit/the con­
vention boundaries (midlines) between Greenland-Cana­
da and Greenland-Iceland. Records from a British 
weather ship, which was situated between Iceland and 
Southeast Greenland just outside the limit (e.g. Tuck 
1973 ), are not mentioned. 

Future faunistic studies are much needed in Southeast 
Greenland, where only scanty information concerning 
birds occurring in the Ammassalik area and a few other 
sites is available. 

In North Greenland some regions are almost unknown 
from an ornithological point of view: Washington Land, 
Avannarliit/lnglefield Land and the region between Ni­
oghalvfjerdsfjorden and Independence Fjord. 

In Northeast Greenland, the inner parts of the large 
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fjord complex Kangertiitivaq/Scoresby Sund are also un­
known. 

Rarities 
The chance of encountering a rare bird in Greenland is 
very small: The land is enormous (385,000 km1 icefree 
land) and the human population small (c. 55,000 in 1990) 
and mainly distributed in West Greenland which covers 
only about 1/3 of the land. Some of the rarities may, 
therefore, have a more regular occmTence than described 
in the species account. 

However, an unusually high number of rare birds have 
been recorded and it can be explained by the fact that 
many Greenlanders are (and have been) keen observers 
who know when they see unusual birds. Many specimens 
have been obtained in settlements and towns where the 
vegetation is often more lush and the insect life richer 
than elsewhere. Such areas are probably attractive to 
straggling landbirds and this increases the chance of de­
tecting the birds. 

Earlier, unusual birds were, if possible, shot or caught 
and usually given to local officials, who forwarded them 
to the Zoological Museum in Copenhagen. A large col­
lection of rarities is kept there, and several specimens are 
more than JOO years old. Other specimens were given to 
local museums or to local collectors. During Salomon­
sen 's time (he died in 1983) many specimens were sent 
directly to him from his many local contacts. 

Today the Zoological Museum in Copenhagen receive~ 
very few specimens from Greenland. First of all arc rare 
birds now protected from hunting, although the legisla­
tion is not effective. Secondly, the specimens which are 
obtained now are usually given to the local museums 
particularly the Nunatta Katersugaasivia Allagaateqar­
fialu/National Museum and Archives in Nuuk. But the 
unusual birds still have general interest. The Greenland 
television (N.H. Lynge) regularly shows or mentions un­
usual birds found in Greenland. 

Many Scandinavian species occur annually in Iceland 
(Petursson et al. 1991 ), and some of these, e.g. Rook, 
Blackbird and Curlew have been recorded in Greenland, 
in particular on the east coast. Other species with the 
same pattern of occurrence in Iceland are very likely to 
show up in Greenland, for example Jack Snipe Li111-
110c1)ples 111i11i11111s, Wood Pigeon Columba palambus, 
Mistie Thrush Turdus viscivorus, Garden Warbler Sylvia 
bori11 and Brambling Fri11gilla 1110111ifri11gilla. Also Com­
mon Swift Apus apus may turn up in Greenland; a bird 
was recorded just outside the 200 mile limit in June 1969 
(Anon. 1971 ). Many Nearctic species which have oc­
curred in Iceland or have the same pattern of distribution 
and migration as those which have occurred in Greenland 
may be expected as well. For example Pied-billed Grebe 
Podilymbus podiceps, Double-crested Cormorant Pha­
lacrocorax auritus, Snowy Egret Egre/ta thula, Rough-
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legged Buzzard Bweo lagopus, Cedar Waxwing Bomby­
cilla cedrorttm and White-throated Sparrow Zo1101richia 
albicollis. A Cooper's Hawk Accipirer cooperii, kept in 
the Natural History Museum in Reykjavik, Iceland, was 
captured on a trawler halfway between Newfoundland 
and Southwest Greenland in Oct 1978 (A:. Petersen in 
litt.). 

Some trends in status 
Most bird populations and particularly arctic bird popu­
lations are not stable through time. They incrca~e or 
decrease for example because of climatic fluctuation~. 
and during this century human impact has been a prime 
factor. Therefore, this checklist can only be an up-to-thc­
minute account, but some population trend~ arc men­
tioned, if sufficient data are available. 

Since the last complete list of Greenland bird~ (Salo­
monsen 1967) several vagrant species have become more 
common, and several species have been found breeding 
for the first time. Among the Nearctic specie~. fir~t time 
breeding has been proved for Tundra Swan. American 
Golden Plover, Grey Plover and Pectoral Sandpiper, and 
Shore Lark has probably bred. First time breeding record, 
for Palearctic species has occurred for Slavonian Grebe, 
Teal, Whimbrel, Golden Plover, Lesser Black-backed 
Gull and Herring Gull. Also Snipe might have bred, 
displaying birds have been recorded some time~. 

Among the vagrants, particularly some of the scabirdl­
have become more common: Gannet, Great Skua, and the 
two palearctic gulls mentioned above are now occurring 
annually and often in numbers. Also Sooty Shearwatcr 
seem to be recorded more often now, but it may very well 
have been overlooked previously. Thi., may, to ,ome 
extend, abo be true for the gull specie, mentioned. 

Among the native breeding spccicl- it il- apparent that 
all the goose populations except Bren! Gool>c arc in­
creasing. Particularly Canada Goose and Snow Gome arc 
now expanding their breeding range within Greenland. 
When Brent Geese were found breeding in northca~t­
ernmost Greenland in 1980 it was the fir~t confirmed 
breeding in many years (Hjort et al. 1987). But whether 
the population had occurred in the area for a long time or 
it was a sign of an increasing population i, an open 
question . Dunlin has been reported more often in Wc~t 
Greenland, where breeding has been confirmed once. 

It has often been discussed why Purple Sandpiper and 
Red-necked Phalarope are the only waders which breed 
commonly in West Greenland, while many more species 
breed in high arctic Greenland and on Ellesmere Island 
on the opposite side of the Davis Strait (Meltofte 1985: 
Alerstam et al. 1986). The recent findings of breeding 
Dunlin, Pectoral Sandpiper, American Golden Plover, 
Grey Plover and probable breeding of Snipe may indicate 
that delayed immigration is the reason. On the other hand 
it can also be argued that some waders which, during 
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spring migration, overshoot their normal breeding range 
will start breeding in Greenland in favourable years. And 
because of an increased ornithological activity they have 
been recorded more often during recent years. 

Barrow's Goldeneye has probably disappeared by 
now. Breeding has only been confirmed once, but the 
species has occurred in most of the central parts of West 
Greenland (Salomonsen 1950a). The most recent reports 
of Barrow's Goldeneye are from the 50s and mid-60s. 
The nearest breeding sites are in Iceland and in northern 
Labrador, where the populations are rather small and, in 
the case of the Icelandic population, stationary. Thus, 
re-immigration does not seem likely . 

BrUnnich' s Guillemot has showed a very serious popu­
lation decrease in most of West Greenland (Evans & 
Kampp 1991 ). For example, a previously very large colo­
ny in Uummannaq mun. is now exterminated and the 
large colonies in Upemavik mun. are greatly reduced. 
Only a remote colony in Qaqortoq/Julianehab mun. has 
increased. This decrease is caused by heavy hunting of 
the breeding birds often close to the colonies (Kampp 
1991). Many other colony breeding seabirds, particular 
Kittiwake and Arctic Tern, suffer for the same reason. 

Abbreviations 
Most months are abbreviated to the first three letters. In 
aging, the following terms are used: ad.lads = adult/ 
adults, imm. = immature, juv./juvs = juvenile/juveniles 
(only used if a specimen is proved to be in juvenile 
plumage), pull.= pullus/pulli, and ly/lys, 2y/2ys, etc.= 
bird(s) in first calendar-year, second calendar-year etc. 
Likely, but not confirmed age identifications are indi­
cated by a question mark. 

Asl. = above sea level, GERI = Greenland Environ­
mental Research Institute, I = Ilinniarfissuaq/the teachers 
college in Nuuk, indvs = individuals, mun. = municipal­
ity, NKA = Nunatta Katersugaasivia Allagaateqarfialu/ 
National Museum and Archives in Nuuk, ssp. = sub­
species, ZMUC = the Zoological Museum of Copenha­
gen. 
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Species account 

DIVERS GAVIIDAE 

Red-throated Diver (Loon) Gavia stellata 

STATUS: Widespread breeder and extralimital migrant. 
West Greenland: Common breeder in most parts of 
the region (Salomonsen 1981 ). Reported densities: 8 
pairs/350 km2 in 1979 and 7 pairs/400 km 2 in I 991, both 
in inland areas in Aasiaat/Egedesminde (Fox & Stroud 
1981; Fox et al. 1991 ); 4 nests/<! km2 in a delta area in 
Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn in 1989 (Frimer & Nielsen 1990); 
absent in Nunap Isua/Kap Farvel-area (N~rrevang 1973). 
North Greenland: Widespread but sparse breeder; most 
common in the Qaanaaq/Thule-area. Recently found 
breeding in central part of north coast (Bennike & Kelly 
1986; Aastrup et al. 1986). Northeast Greenland: Wide­
spread and common to sparse breeder (e.g. Meltofte 
1975; Boertmann et al. 1991; Bay in press). Reported 
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densities: 2 pairs/I O km2 on Traill 0 in I 990 (Sittler et al. 
1991 ); 3-5 nests/6.1 km: in a coastal area in Hold With 
Hope in I 976 (Elander & Blomqvist 1986); 3 pairs/I 8.2 
km1 in a coastal area in Hod1~tetter Forland in 1976 
(Meltofte et al. 198 I a); 1-2 pairs/3.4 km2 and 1-2 
pairs/7 .7 km2 both in 1989 in Dove Bugt (Boertmann et 
al. 1991 ); 4-5 pairs/400 km2 in northern Germania Land 
in 1987 (Cabot et al. 1988). Southeast Greenland: 
Widespread and common breeder (Helms 1926; Knudsen 
1935a; Degerb0I & M0hl-Hansen 1935; H0rring 1939; 
Ray 1973; J. Andersen 1981 ; Molenaar 1982; Gravlund 
1991; J. Rosing pers. comm.). 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat is shallow ponds usu­
ally close to the coast. Commonly seen along coasts, 
where breeders feed and non-breeders stay throughout the 
summer. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory and ring recoveries indi­
cate that at least a part of the population winters along 
coasts in western Europe. Arrives at the breeding grounds 
during May and early June and departs in Sep. Late indvs 
may occur along the coasts until Nov (Fencker 1947; 
Meltofte I 977; Salomonsen 1981 ). 

Black-throated Diver (Arctic Loon) Gavia 
arctica 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Uummannaq: Ikerasak, 8 Aug 1910, ad. 9 (Bertelsen 
1921 ), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen refers to 
the Nearctic ssp. pac/fica, whose nearest breeding 
grounds are on southern Baffin Island. It is sometimes 
recognized as a full species. 

Great Northern Diver (Common Loon) Gm ia 
immer 

STATUS: Widespread, mainly low arctic breeder and 
extralimital migrant. West Greenland: Widespread and 
rather common to scarce breeder. Reported density: 3 
pair/350 km 2 in interior Aasiaat/Egedesminde in 1979 
(Fox & Stroud 1981 ). North Greenland: Qaanaaq/ 
Thule-area: Established as a breeder in the 1940s (Salo­
monsen 1967), but now probably very rare or may per­
haps have disappeared (Thing 1976; Vaughan 1988). -
Peary Land: One record: Nedre Midsommer S0, 15 July 
1973 (Meltofte 1976b ). Northeast Greenland: Sparse 
breeder in the region from the Kangertiitivaq/Scoresby 
Sund-area northwards to Hochstetter Forland (Meltofte et 
al. I 98 la). However, recently found breeding further 
north: in the interior parts of Dove Bugt (Friend 1991 ), 
where the species has also occurred as summer visitor 
(Manniche I 910). Southeast Greenland: Region be­
tween 63° and 64°N: Akerninnarmiit/Skjoldungen: birds 
in summer plumage seen in I 99 I (Gravlund 1991 ). -
Ammassalik-area: Common breeder (Helms 1926) or 
'occasionally seen' (Molenaar 1982). - Kangersittuaq­
area: Seen several times in summer 1991 (Glahder 1992). 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat is lakes. Non-breeders 
often occur along coasts. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. Winter quarters of Green­
land birds unknown, except that a few birds winter along 
the coasts in the Open Water Region. Salomonsen ( 1967) 
suggested that the majority of the population probably 
winter along the eastern coast of North America, and 
some may also winter along the coasts in western Europe. 
Alerstam et al. ( 1986) find it highly probable that Great 
Northern Divers undertake transglacial spring migration 
from West Greenland to Southeast Greenland. Arrive, at 
the breeding grounds mid-May until mid-June and de­
parts Aug/Sep. However, several seen off-shore ,outh­
west Greenland during early and mid-Oct 1993 (GERI 
unpubl.). 

White-billed Diver (Loon) Gavia ada111sii 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two recortb: 
Paamiut/Frederikshab: Ivittuut/lvigtut, 1897, I y/2y (Sa­
lomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Upernavik: Kangcr­
suatsiaq/Pn.wen, ~ummer c. 1982, ad., skin in private 
collection (RC 1986-87). 

ORIGIN: Ne- and Palearctic species, with the nearest 
breeding grounds on Somerset Island and Boothia Penin­
sula in Canada. 

GREBES PODICIPEDIDAE 

Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisege11a 

STATUS: Vagrant, occurring in coastal habitat, mainly 
during winter. West Greenland: C. 37 records known 
until 1981. The majority were found in Qaqortoq/Juliane­
hi\b, some in Paamiut/Frederikshab, Nuuk/Godthab and 
Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen and one in each of the munici ­
palities Aasiaat/Egedesminde and Uummannaq. Mo!->t re­
cords occurred in Oct-Dec, a few in Jan and Feb, one in 
Apr and one in 'summer' (Salomonsen 1935a; 1-h•lrring & 
Salomonsen 1941; Asmussen I 957; E. Han,en in litt.; 
NKA). In ZMUC and NKA there are 25 specimen~ from 
West Greenland, of which two are ads and at lea,t 19 arc 
ly/2ys. Southeast Greenland: One record: Amma\\alik­
area: Kulusuk/Kap Dan, Nov or Dec 1908. I y (Helms 
1910), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES: Most of the records concern the Ncarc­
tic ssp. holboe/li. H0rring & Salomonsen ( 1941) men­
tioned two records of the Palearctic ssp. grisege11a, from 
Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen and Qaqortoq/Julianehab, but 
the specimens have not been available for study. 

ORIGIN: The nearest breeding grounds in North 
America are in southeastern and western Canada and in 
Europe in southern and eastern Scandinavia. 

REMARK: The record from Southeast Greenland has 
previously been dated as Jan I 909 (Salomonsen I 935). 
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This was, however, the date when the bird was received 
by the Danish manager in Ammassalik (Helms 1910). 

Slavonian Grebe (Horned Grebe) Podiceps 
auritus 

STATUS: Vagrant and occasional breeder. West Green­
land: C. 30 records are known. The majority occurred in 
the region between Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Nuuk/Godt­
hab and single records also in each of the municipalities 
Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen and Aasiaat/Egedesminde. Most 
were from the late autumn (Oct-Dec) and one was from 
July or Aug (Salomonsen 1981 ). The majority of the 
twelve specimens in ZMUC are lys and only two are ads. 
A pair bred in interior Qaqortoq/Julianehab in 1977 (Sa­
lomonsen 1979a; RC 1977- 78). Southeast Greenland: 
One record: Ammassalik-area: Sarfaakaajik west of 
Amitsivartik, 8 Oct 1900, I y (Helms 1926), skin in 
ZMUC. However, Helms ( 1926) mentioned that the spe­
cies had been seen several times. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Fjeldsa (1973) stated that 
the general impression of the Greenlandic specimens in 
ZMUC is that they were of Icelandic provenance (viz. 
ssp. arcticus). However, also the Nearctic ssp. com11t11s 
occurs: one of the breeding birds in 1977 was identified 
to this ssp. (J . Fjeldsa pers. comm.). 

HABITAT: During winter along coasts; the breeding 
occurred in a shallow pond. 

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Maniitsoq: Naajarsuit, 7 Nov 199 I, ad., skin in Maniitsoq 
Museum. - Ilulissat/Jakobshavn: Saqqaq, 8 Nov 1969 (H. 
Fencker in litt.}, ly, skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES: The specimens refer to the Nearctic 
ssp. ca/ifomicus, whose nearest breeding grounds are in 
southern and southwestern Canada. 

ALBATROSSES DIOMEDE/DAE 

Black-browed Albatross Diomedea melanophris 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records, 
both from Lille Hellefiskebanke off Maniitsoq/Sukker­
toppen: Late Aug 1935, imm. 9 (H~rring & Salomonsen 
1941). - July, 1958, imm. O' (Salomonsen 1963). Both 
specimens are in Th6rshavn Museum, the Faeroe Islands 
(D. Bloch in litt.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Both specimens seems to 
be ssp. 111e/a11ophris, whose nearest breeding grounds are 
on the Falkland Islands and South Georgia, the southern 
Atlantic. 
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REMARK: Salomonsen ( 1963, 1967) mentioned a 
third record from Akunnaaq 1944, but this is now identi­
fied as Yellow-nosed Albatross (see below). 

Yellow-nosed Albatross Diomedea 
chlororhynchos 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg: Qassit off Amerloq Fjord, Aug 
1963 (Aa. Meyer pers. comm.), ad ., skin in private collec­
tion. - Aasiaat/Egedesminde: Akunnaaq, 21 Aug I 944, 
imm., skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The ad. specimen refers 
to ssp. chloror/1_w1clws, whose nearest breeding grounds 
are on the Tristan da Cunha Islands in the southern 
Atlantic (Harrison 1983). 

REMARK: The Akunnaaq specimen was previously 
reported as Black-browed Albatross (Salomonsen I 963, 
1967). 

PETRELS AND SHEARWATERS 
PROCELLARIIDAE 

Northern Fulmar Fu!marus glacialis 

STATUS: Widespread breeder with few and widely dis­
persed breeding sites. West Greenland: South of Qeqer­
tarsuup Kangerlua/Disko Bugt only a few and small 
( <200 pairs) colonies: one in Qaqortoq/Julianehab and 
one (perhaps two more) in Paamiut/Frederikshab (no 
birds in 1993); in Qeqertarsuup Kangerlua/Disko Bugt­
area three large or very large(> 10,000 pairs) and one or 
two small; in Uummannaq four large or very large and in 
Upernavik one very large colony and a few small (Salo­
monsen 1979a; Evans 1984; Kampp 1985; GM & OC 
1993). The Fulmar is usually numerous off the coast of 
the whole region. North Greenland: Qaanaaq/Thule­
area: one large colony (5,000 indvs in 1987) at Appal/ 
Saunders 0 (Kampp 1990; GM & OC 1993). Stragglers 
are recorded as far northeast as Hall Land (Bessels 1879). 
- Eastern part: Six colonies in Holm Land (five) and 
Amdrup Land (one) with in total 2500 apparently occu­
pied nest sites (Falk 1993). This is much more than 
reported during earlier brief visits to the area (Pedersen 
1942; Hjort et al. 1983). Elsewhere recorded as summer 
visitor along the coast and off-shore as far north as the 
easternmost Peary Land (Bennike & Higgins 1989; Meh­
lum 1989; Kristensen & Kristensen 1993) and occasion­
ally inland (Freuchen 1915). Northeast Greenland: At 
the mouth of Kangertiitivaq/Scoresby Sund one small 
colony on Kap Brewster and twelve lesser (some hundred 
pairs as maximum) colonies on the outer coast of Liver­
pool Land (Salomonsen 1979a; Meltofte 1976a). Further 
north, a small colony (ISO birds) was recently found on 
Hvalros 0 off Wollaston Forland (Stemmerik 1990), and 
more colonies occur probably along the coast. Common 
off-shore and along the outer coast during summer (An-
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dersen & Berg 199 I; Spder 1991) and occasionally in 
fiords and bays (e.g. Marris & Webbe 1969; Forchham­
mer 1990). Southeast Greenland: The Fulmar occurs 
regularly along the coast, but no breeding ~ites are known 
(Helms 1926; Pedersen 1930; Hprring 1939; Meltofte 
1976a; J. Andersen 1981 ; Molenaar 1982; S. Ji.irgensen in 
litt.). 

SUBSPECIES: Previously were two north Atlantic 
ssp. recognized (Salomonsen 1965), but these are better 
treated as one: ssp. glacialis (Franeker & Watte! 1982). 
The dark colour-phases dominate in the high arctic colo­
nies in eastern North Greenland (Pedersen 1942; Hjort et 
al. 1983), while the light colour-phases predominate in all 
other colonies: 99,9% in southern West Greenland, 99% 
in the Qaanaaqffhule-area and 70-80 % in Northeast 
Greenland (Franeker & Watte! 1982). However, many 
dark colour-phase birds occur off-shore West Greenland 
during summer (Boertmann 1979), indicating that Ful­
mars from the large colonies on eastern Baffin Island feed 
in Greenland waters. 

POPULATION: 120,000- 175,000 pairs are estimated 
(based on GM & OC 1993) to breed in Greenland. 

HABITAT: Colonies on steep sea facing cliffs. 
MOVEMENTS: Migratory and dispersive . There are 

several winter recoveries of Greenland rings from New­
foundland waters, but Fulmars are also common during 
winter in open water areas off southern Greenland (Salo­
monsen 1967; Durinck & Falk in prep.). Arrives at the 
breeding sites even in eastern North Greenland during 
Apr and departs during Sep (Pedersen 1942; Salomonsen 
1981). 

Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis 

STATUS: Widespread low arctic summer and autumn 
visitor. West Greenland: Usually abundant (July-Sep 
occasionally -Oct) as far north as Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg 
and sometimes also to Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt 
(Brown et al. 1975; Christensen & Lear 1977; Kampp & 
Kristensen 1980b). However, very few in some years 
(e.g . 1992), and seems in general to have decreased 
during the recent decades. Southeast Greenland: Has 
been recorded during late summer in rather large numbers 
as far north as off the Ammassalik-area (Hi;irring 1939; 
Berland 1961, 1962; Voous & Watte) 1963; Grafe 1973; 
Glahder 1993). 

HABITAT: Off-shore waters, along coasts and some­
times in larger fiords . Avoids areas with drift ice. 

MOVEMENTS and ORIGIN: Breeds on the Tristan da 
Cunha Islands and Gough Island in the southern Atlantic, 
and spends the southern winter on the northern hemi­
sphere. 

Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 

STATUS: Rare summer and autumn vagrant in off-shore 
areas and along the outer coasts. West Greenland: Salo­
monsen (1967) mentioned only one record from June 
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1875 off Qaqortoq/Julianehab. Since then: Qaqortoq/Ju­
lianehab: Off Nunarsuit, 28 July 1980 (RC 1981). - Off 
Kobberminebugt, 25 July 1985 (RC 1985). - Paamiut/ 
Frederikshab: Off the coast, 16 and 19 Aug 1973 (Pihl 
1976; RC 1974). - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Off the 
coast, 11 Sep 1981 (RC 1985). - Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn: 
Off Qeqertarsuaq town, 8 Aug 1988 (RC 1988). South­
east Greenland: Ammassalik-area: Off Kulusuk/Kap 
Dan, 11 July to 31 Aug 1960, several indvs (Salomonsen 
1963). 

MOVEMENTS and ORIGIN: Breeds like the Great 
Shearwater in the southern hemisphere, and a segment of 
the population spends the southern winter in the northern 
Atlantic. Nearest breeding grounds are on the Falkland 
Islands. 

REMARK: Observations made during whalc-M1rvcy:-, 
off-shore West Greenland during the 1980:-, (F. Lar:-,cn 
pers. comm.), indicate that the species occur:-, more fre­
quently than stated above. 

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two record:-,: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: c. 1820 (Winge 1898). - Saarloq, 2 
Aug 1985, shot, ringed as pull. on the Isle of Rhum. 
Scotland, 7 Sep 1984 (ZMUC). 

SUBSPECIES: The records refer to ssp. p1{[/i1111s, 

whose nearest breeding grounds are in Iceland and the 
British Isles. 

STORM-PETRELS 
HYDRO BAT/DAE 

Leach's Storm-petrel Oceanodroma le11corr/10a 

STATUS: Vagrant. West Greenland: Rather rare , but 
occurs annually off-shore in the region hctwccn Qaqor­
toq/Julianehab and Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Di:-,ko Bugt, 
sometimes in numbers particularly in the southern part of 
the area. Scarce further north as far a:-, Upcrnavik . Storm 
driven specimens occur in-shore and sometime:-- inland. 
Recorded almost year round with peak Oct/Nov (Horring 
& Salomonsen 1941 ; Salomonsen 1981 ). 

ORIGIN: The nearest breeding grounds arc in New­
foundland and Iceland. 

GANNETS AND BOOBIES 
SULIIDAE 

Northern Gannet Su/a bassana 

STATUS: Regional, mainly low arctic vis itor during sum­
mer and autumn in off-shore areas and along the outer 
coast. West Greenland: Occurs annually in small num­
bers during summer and autumn (June-Sep) in the region 
between Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Nuuk/Godthab, be-
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comming rarer further north as far as Upernavik (e.g. 
Kristensen 1979; Salomonsen 1981 ). Northeast Green­
land: Liverpool Land: Off lttaajimmiit/Kap Hope, late 
July 1966 (E. Nielsen in litt.), 2y, skin in ZMUC. -
Jameson Land: Off Kangertertivarmiit/Sydkap, 1934, ad. 
(Hfijrring & Salomonsen 1941), skin in ZMUC. South­
east Greenland: Only three records from the region 
between 60° and 64 °N are known (Berland 196 I; 
Glahder 1993), but the Gannet occurs probably as a 
regular summer visitor outside the drift ice. 

ORIGIN: The nearest breeding grounds are in Iceland 
and Newfoundland. 

REMARK: Now much more common than described 
by Salomonsen (1967), who only mentioned 15 records. 

CORMORANTS 
PHALACROCORACIDAE 
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

STATUS: Regional low arctic breeder and intraregional 
migrant. West Greenland: Colonies are found in Maniit­
soq/Sukkertoppen (Kangerlussuatsiaq/Evighedsfjorden 
and Kangerlussuaq/Sfijndre Strfijmfjord), Aasiaat/Egedes­
minde (Nassuttooq/Nordre Strfijmfjord and Afersiorfik), 
the Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt-area and in southern 
Upernavik (GM & OC I 993). Recently ( 1986), reestab­
lished in Nuup Kangerlua/Godthab Fjord in Nuuk/Godt­
hllb (own observation) and might have bred in western 
Qaqortoq/Julianehllb in 1992 (K. Kam pp pers. comm.). 
Common winter visitor and rare summer visitor south of 
the breeding range. Southeast Greenland: Bred in for­
mer times in the Ammassalik-area, and also reported as 
winter visitor (Helms 1926). However, absent now. 

SUBSPECIES: The Cormorant population in Green­
land refers to ssp. carbo, which also breeds in Iceland, the 
British Islands, Norway and the Gulf of St. Lawrence in 
Canada. 

HABITAT: Strictly coastal, but sometimes seen in 
lakes. Colonies are located on steep cliffs facing the sea, 
rarely on low islands. 

POPULATION: 1,000-2,500 pairs are estimated to 
breed in Greenland. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. The total population win­
ters along the coasts of the Open Water Region. Arrives 
at the breeding grounds during Apr and early May and 
departs in Aug or Sep (Salomonsen 1967; Kampp & 
Kristensen 1980b). 
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BITTERNS AND HERONS 
ARDEIDAE 
American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Five records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehllb: Narsaq Kujalleq/Frederiksdal, mid­
July 1932 (Oldenow 1933), skin previously in I, but now 
probably lost. - Qassiarsuk, 25 Oct 1956, ad. Cf (Salo­
monsen 1963), skeleton in ZMUC. - Aappilattoq, mid­
Sep 1957, ad. 9, skin in Nanortalik school (Salomonsen 
1963). - Nuuk/Godthab: Nuuk town, early Oct 1963 (J. 
Kreutzmann in lilt.), ly 9 , skin in ZMUC. - Aasiaat/ 
Egedesminde: 1869 (Winge 1898), legs preserved in 
ZMUC. Southeast Greenland: The region between 62° 
and 63°N: Timmiarmiit, Jan 1963, skin in Museum of 
Natural History, Arhus (Mortensen 1965; RC 1965- 69). 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Newfoundland and Quebec. 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax 
nycticorax 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehllb: Sallit, Nanortalik, 29 May 1926, 3y 
(Scheel 1927; Oldenow I 933), skin in I. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen belongs to 
the Nearctic ssp. hoactli (Salomonsen I 963), whose near­
est breeding grounds are in southeastern Canada. 

Striated Heron Butorides striatus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Kangeq, 19 July 1948, ad. 9 (Salomon­
sen 1963), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen refers to 
the Nearctic ssp. virescens, whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in southeastern Canada (Salomonsen 1963). 

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nuuk/Godthllb: Sea off Nuuk, 29 Oct 1987, two found on 
trawler, one dead (K. Nygaard in litt.), 9 or ly, skin in 
NKA. 

ORIGIN: An old world species, which has spread to 
South America_ and later to North America. The nearest 
breeding grounds are now in southern Ontario in Canada. 

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Qunnermiut, Nanortalik, Sep 1942, ly 
(Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in northeastem USA. 
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Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

STATUS: Rare, mainly autumn vagrant. West Green­
land: Eleven records: Salomonsen ( 1967) mentioned 
nine records: six from Qaqortoq/Julianehab and three 
from Nuuk/Godthab. They occuITed in Aug, Oct (two), 
Jan, 'autumn' (four) and 'spring'. The six specimens in 
ZMUC, NKA and I are all lys or 2ys. Since then two 
records: Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Alluitsup Paa/Sydpn,1ven, 
29 Jan 1969, 2y, skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godthab: Kan­
gerluarsoruscq/Freringehavn, 12 Nov 1976 (RC 1977-
78), ly, skin in private collection. Northeast Greenland: 
Liverpool Land: Uunarteq/Kap Tobin, 28 Sep 1928, but 
not identified with certainty (Pedersen 1930). Southeast 
Greenland : Four records: Ammassalik-area: Kulusuk/ 
Kap Dan, 13 Oct 1918, ly, skeleton in ZMUC (H0rring 
& Salomonsen 1941). - Ammassalik town, 19- 20 Sep 
1968, two indvs (I. Rahbek in litt.). - Same site, Nov 
1976 (S. JUrgensen in litt.). - Same site, 25 Sep 1978 (S. 
Jiirgensen in litt.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The Greenland speci­
mens refer to ssp. cinerea (Salomonsen 1967), whose 
nearest breeding grounds are in western Norway. 

REMARK: There have been at least eight records of 
Ardea sp. since 1968: Qaqortoq/Julianehab (Sep, two 
without data), Nuuk/Godthab (Oct and two from Nov) 
and Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg (May, June). 

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 

STATUS: Rare autumn, winter and spring vagrant. West 
Greenland: Nine records: Salomonsen (1963) mentioned 
five autumn records (Sep/Oct), which all were I ys, from 
the region between Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Qeqertar­
suaq/Godhavn. Four of these are kept as skins in ZMUC. 
New records: Paamiut/Frederikshab: Avigaat, 22 Nov 
1971 (P. Lomholt in litt.), ly, skin in ZMUC. - Maniit ­
soq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, Apr 1985 (T. Duch 
in litt.), 2y, skin in NKA. - Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg: Sisi­
miut town, 8 Oct 1975, ly, skin in private collection (P. 
Grossmann in litt.). - Aasiaat/Egedesminde: Qasigiann­
guit/Christianshab, c. 23 Oct 1990, I y O', skin in local 
museum (T.R. Larsen pers. comm.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The Greenland speci­
mens belong to ssp. herodias (Salornonsen 1967), whose 
nearest breeding grounds are in southeastern Canada. 

IBISES AND SPOONBILLS 
THRESKIORNITHIDAE 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcine//us 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Paamiut/Frederikshab: Narsalik, Apr 1957, ad. O' (Salo­
monsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: The specimen refers to the widely distributed 
ssp.falci11ellus (Salomonsen 1963), whose nearest breed-
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ing grounds are in southeastern Europe and southeastern 
USA. 

Eurasian Spoonbill Plata/ea leucorodia 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Itilleq, Nanortalik, 4 Oct 1936, ly 
(H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 ), skin in I. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen belongs to 
ssp. /eucorodia, whose nearest breeding grounds arc in 
the Netherlands. 

SWANS, GEESE AND DUCKS 
ANATIDAE 

Tundra Swan Cygnus colu111bia11us 

STATUS and SUBSPECIES: Accidental and occa),ional 
breeder with two ssp.: 

Ssp. co/11111bia11us: West Greenland: Sisimiut/Hol­
steinsborg: Isungua north of Kangerlussuaq/S0ndrc­
str0mfjord airport, 5 Aug 1988, ad. in moult (RC 1989, 
1990; T. Fox in litt.). - Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn: Nugar­
suit, western Qeqertarsuaq/Disko, 11 Aug 1989, ad. in 
moult, in private collection (RC 1989, 1990; Bcnnikc 
1990; P. Grossmann in litt.). - Uummannaq, Nunavik/ 
Svartenhuk, northwest of ltsaku, pair with two pull., 9 
Aug 1989 (H. Thing and H. Ettrup in lilt),, RC 1989). A 
pair with pull. were also seen in the same area in !>Ummcr 
of 1988 (F. Pedersen in litt.). 

Ssp. bell"ickii: West Greenland: One record: Nuuk/ 
Godthab: Kangeq, 2 Jan 1962, ad. 9 (Salomonscn 
1963), skin in ZMUC. 

HABITAT: The breeding locality was an cxtcn,ivc 
marsh area with shallow ponds and lakes. 

ORIGIN: The nearest breeding ground!> arc on Baffin 
Island (ssp. co/11111bia1111s) and in western arctic Ru!>!'>ia 
(ssp. bell"ickii). 

REMARK: The occurrence in Greenland (of !>\p. co­
/11111bia11us) is probably related to the !>UbMantial incrca.,c 
in the eastern Canadian population (Stewart & Bernier 
1989), and further breeding records may appear. 

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 

STATUS: Vagrant. West Greenland: Occur!> probably 
annually (Feb-Oct) in small numbers in the region be­
tween Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg. 
particularly in the inland areas. Bred in former time!-. in 
northern Nuuk/Godthab (Salomonsen 1950a). Northeast 
Greenland: At least nine summer (June-Sep) record!> in 
the region as far north as Germania Land (e.g. Peder.,en 
1930; Johnsen I 953; Meltofte I 976a; Meltofte et al. 
198 I a; Cabot 1984; Mortensen et al. I 988; Forchhammcr 
1990; Salomonsen unpubl.). Southeast Greenland: Sa­
lomonsen ( 1967) reported nine summer records (May­
Sep) from the Ammassalik-area, including some small 

Meddeleber om Gr\;Jnland, Bioscience 38 • 1994 



flocks . Since then at least one record: two shot 31 May 
1991 (P. Nielsen pers. comm.). 

HABITAT: Usually at lakes and marshes in the inland 
areas. 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Iceland. 

REMARK: Since 1978, several swans have been re­
corded at the Kangerlussuaq/S0ndrestr0mfjord airport, 
for example May/June 1980, c. 9 indvs (H. Thing in litt.; 
S. Malmquist in litt.; K. Rosing-Asvid pers. comm.). 
Some of these may have been Whistling Swans. 

Pink-footed Goose A11Ser brachyrhynchus 

STATUS: Regional, mainly high arctic breeder and extra­
limital migrant. West Greenland: One record: Aasiaat/ 
Egedesminde: Naiqomaarsuk, 30 May 1967, shot (Asvid 
1974). North Greenland: Peary Land: Bliss Bugt, 26 
June 1969, two indvs (Grant 1972). - Constable Bugt, 5 
July 1969 (Grant 1972). - Kronprins Christian Land: 
Blas0, Aug 1987, flock (C. Bay pers. comm.). Northeast 
Greenland: Breeds in the region from Sulussuutikajik/ 
Steward 0 and Orqummut Kangertiva/Gasefjord north­
wards as far as Hochstetter Forland (Meltofte 1976a; 
Meltofte et al. 1981 a), in recent years also in Germania 
Land as far north as Nordmarken (Forchhammer 1990; 
Bay in press). Reported densities: 3 nests/6.1 km2 in 1979 
in Hold With Hope (Elander & Blomqvist 1986); 24-30 
pairs/ 18.2 km2 in 1976 in Hochstetter Forland (Meltofte 
et al. 1981 a). Numerous non-breeders including a large 
contingency from Iceland moult in the region (Boert­
mann 1991 ). Southeast Greenland: Breeding has been 
reported from Migip Kangersiva/Miki Fjord, from Niger­
tuluk and Sermilik in the Ammassalik-area (Degerb01 & 
M0hl-Hansen 1935; Ray 1973; Alerstam et al. 1984) and 
probably breeding from the Akerninnarmiit/Skjoldungen­
area in 1992 (J. Rosing in litt.). A few moulting non­
breeders have been reported from the Ammassalik-area 
(Ray 1973) and the Akeminnarmiit/Skjoldungen-area 
(Gravlund 1991 ). Migrants are seen both spring and au­
tumn in the Ammassalik-area (Salomonsen 1967). 

HABITAT: Breeds in areas with rather lush vegetation, 
and nests on the top of riverbanks, large hummocks, etc. 
Non-breeders moult at sheltered coasts, lakes and rivers. 

POPULATION: The number of breeding birds in 
Greenland is unknown, but hardly exceeds 10,000. The 
number of moulting birds surveyed in 1988 reached 
30,000, but actual numbers are higher (Bay & Boertmann 
1989; Boertmann 1991 ). The total Greenland/Iceland 
population numbered c. 172,000 birds in the winter 
1987 /88 and it is increasing (Fox et al. 1989). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory and winters in the British 
Isles mostly in Scotland. The breeders arrive in Northeast 
Greenland during May, and the non-breeders during late 
June and early July (e.g. Meltofte 1976a; Elander & 
Blomqvist 1986). The population departs in late Aug/ 
early Sep (Meltofte 1976a). 
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White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 

STATUS: Regional low arctic breeder and extralimital 
migrant. West Greenland: Breeds in the region from 
northern Nuuk/Godthab to southern Upernavik (Salo­
monsen 1981; Bennike 1990). Occurs as vagrant south of 
this region. North Greenland: One record: Qaanaaq/ 
Thule-area: Tasersuit, 6-7 Aug 1989, three ads (Best & 
Higgs 1990). Northeast Greenland: Rare migrant and 
summer visitor with four or five records in region be­
tween Kangertiitivaq/Scoresby Sund and Hudson Land 
(Pedersen 1930; Hall & Waddingham 1966; Hjort 1976a; 
Madsen et al. 1984a) and one in Germania Land: Dan­
markshavn, 27 Sep 1991 , three indvs (J. Graugaard pers. 
comm.). Southeast Greenland: Occurs as migrant dur­
ing spring and autumn in the Ammassalik-area (Salo­
monsen 1967). 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland population belongs to 
the endemic ssp. jlavirostris (Dalgety & Scott 1948). 

HABITAT: Breeds in or close to plains and marshes 
(Fencker 1950; Fox et al. 1983; Fox & Stroud 1988; 
Frimer & Nielsen 1990). 

POPULATION: Slightly decreasing during the 1970s, 
but now increasing and numbered c. 29,400 in spring 
1991 (Stroud 1992). 

MOVEMENTS : Migratory and winters in Scotland 
and Ireland (Kampp et al. 1988). Arrives at the breeding 
grounds during late Apr and May. Departs in Sep and 
early Oct. 

Greylag Goose Anser anser 

STATUS: Accidental. Northeast Greenland: Four re­
cords: Jameson Land: Nerlerit Inaat/Constable Pynt, 20 
Aug 1983. - Coloradodal, 6 Aug 1984, two ads (both 
Boertmann et al. 1985; RC 1982- 84). - Hold With Hope: 
Badlanddal , 18 Aug 1988, three indvs (Dlindliker 1988). 
- Germania Land: Danmarkshavn, summer 1992, five 
indvs (J. Graugaard pers. comm.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: These Greylag Geese 
were probably from Iceland, where ssp. anser is a com­
mon breeder. 

Snow Goose Anser caerulescens 

STATUS: Regional low and high arctic breeder and extra­
limital migrant. West Greenland: Probably regular, but 
scarce breeder in the region between Qeqertarsuaq/God­
havn and Upernavik. Recently ( 1989), found breeding 
with two pairs in northwestem Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn 
(Bennike 1990) and bred in Nunavik/Svartenhuk 1961 
(H. Fencker in lilt.). Summer vagrants occur throughout 
the region, most common in Upernavik and with decreas­
ing frequency southward. North Greenland: Breeds in 
the central and northern part of the Qaanaaq/Thule-area 
(Salomonsen 1967; Heyland & Boyd 1970) and recently 
found breeding in Nyeboe Land, Hall Land, Kronprins 
Christian Land (Kilen), Nansen Land and probably in 
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Wulff Land (Bennike & Kelly 1986; Aastrup et al. 1986; 
Hjort et al. 1987; Bay in press). Flocks, mostly non­
breeders, of up to several hundred have been recorded 
from some sites in the Qaanaaqffhulc-arca in July/Aug 
(Heyland & Boyd 1970; Thing 1976; Vaughan 1988; Best 
& Higgs 1990; L. Petersen in litt.). Northeast Green­
land: A breeding pair found in Lambert land in 1990 
(Bay in press). Elsewhere, rather rare but annual summer 
visitor southward to Jameson Land (e.g. Meltofte et al. 
1981a; Boertmann et al. 1985; Elander & Blomqvist 
1986; Forchhammer 1990; Lea at al. in prep.). 

SUBSPECIES: The breeding population in the Qaa­
naaqffhule-area refer to the Greater Snow Goose (ssp. 
atlanticus). This ssp. has been considered as the most 
common summer visitor outside the breeding area. Lesser 
Snow Goose (ssp. caeru/escens) has been reported as a 
rare summer visitor in the Qaanaaqffhule-area, in West 
Greenland south as far as Qaqortoq/Julianehab and in 
Northeast Greenland (Salomonsen 1967; Thing 1976; 
Forchhammer 1990; Best & Higgs 1990). Before 1968, 
all Lesser Snow Geese have been of the white morph. 
Since then, several blue geese have been reported from 
North and Northeast Greenland (Salomonsen 1933, 
I 935a; Thing 1976; Best & Higgs 1990; J. Graugaard 
pers. comm.). As the blue morph, which only occurs 
among Lesser Snow Geese (Cooke 1987), seems to be 
increasing in Greenland, many of the recent records of 
straggling white morph Snow Geese may have been the 
lesser ssp. 

HABITAT: Breeds at lakes, coastal lagoons and 
marshes, sometimes also on rocky islets along the coast. 
Non-breeders usually moult at lakes. 

POPULATION: The entire Greater Snow Goose popu­
lation has increased dramatically since the mid- l 970s 
(Reed et al. 1990). In Greenland this is reflected by the 
increased range extension seen in recent years. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. The Greater Snow Geese 
winter in the mid-Atlantic coast of USA. Arrival at the 
breeding grounds takes place in early June and departure 
in Sep (Salomonsen 1967). 

Emperor Goose Anser canagicus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qe­
qertarsuaq/Godhavn: Late Sep 1976, ad., skin in private 
collection (RC 1990; P. Grossmann and T. Duch pers. 
comm.). 

ORIGIN: The nearest breeding grounds are in western 
Alaska and stragglers have previously been reported as 
far east as Victoria Island in arctic Canada (Godfrey 
1986). 

Canada Goose Branta canadensis 

STATUS: Regional low arctic breeder and extralimital 
migrant. West Greenland: Locally common breeder and 
summer visitor in the region between Sisimiut/Holsteins­
borg and southern Upemavik. Particularly common in 
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Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt-area and Nunavik/Svar­
tenhuk (Bennike 1990; Frimer & Nielsen 1990). In Ma­
niitsoq/Sukkertoppen and Nuuk/Godthab it occurs as a 
rather numerous summer visitor mainly inland, and 
breeding has been recorded at least twice: in 1976 on an 
island off Litle Narsaq, Nuuk/Godthab (RC 1977- 78) and 
in 1992 in the area southeast of Kangerlussuaq/S~ndre­
str~mfjord airport, Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen (Dombach 
1992). In Paamiut/Frederikshab annual spring and au­
tumn migrant (B. Knudsen pers. comm.). From Qaqortoq/ 
Julianehab only a few records have been reported (e.g. 
Gravesen 1973). North Greenland: Probably regular 
summer visitor (July-Aug) in the Qaanaaqffhule-area, 
with several records since 1984 (Vaughan 1988; Be!-,t & 
Higgs 1990). Northeast Greenland: Germania Land: 
Danmarkshavn, 8 June 1988 (Forchhammer 1990). 
Southeast Greenland: Ammassalik-area: Tasiilaq Bugt, 
25 May 1982 (Alerstam et al. 1984). 

SUBSPECIES: Salomonsen (1967) mentioned two 
small ssp. occurring in West Greenland: hut.1·c:hi11sii and 
parvipes. However, also a larger ssp. occur: The breeding 
record from Nuuk/Godthab was referred to ssp. interior 
(RC 1977-78), and a breeding record from Qeqertarsuaq/ 
Godhavn probably belonged to the same ssp. (Frimer & 
Nielsen 1990). In Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg and the Qaa­
naaqffhule-area large pale indvs (probably interior) have 
also been recorded (Best & Higgs 1990; P. Grossmann in 
litt.). The breeders and post-breeders in Qeqcrtar!-,uaq/ 
Godhavn and Nuussuaq were probably ssp. l111tsc:hinsii 
(Bennike 1990), and the two records from East Greenland 
were probably also hutschinsii. 

HABITAT: Breeds in lowland marsh areas both inland 
and along the coast. 

POPULATION: The Canada Goose increases and ex­
pands the breeding range in West Greenland, and i., now 
more common than White-fronted Goose in some areas 
(Bennike 1990). 

MOVEMENTS: Ssp. hutschinsii has its main breeding 
distribution in eastern arctic Canada and winter!-, on the 
Gulf coast of Mexico and USA. Ssp. interior breed!-, to 
the south and east of Hudson Bay and winter!-, in south­
eastern USA. Ssp. parvipes breeds in western arctic Can­
ada and winters in southern USA (Madge & Burn 1988). 
Canada Geese arrive in West Greenland in mid-May 
(Alerstam et al. 1986, B. Knudsen pers. comm.). 

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 

STATUS: Regional high arctic breeder and extralimital 
migrant. West Greenland: Four records: Nuuk/Godthab: 
Kangerluarsussuaq/Gra:defjord, 8 May 1874 (Winge 
1898). - Aasiaat/Egedesminde: Akunnaaq, late May 
1937 (H~rring & Salomonsen 1941). - Nassuttooq/ 
Nordre Str~mfjord, 11 Aug 1967, flock of which three 
were shot (Asvid 1974). - Upernavik: Upemavik town, 8 
June 1989, three indvs of which one was shot (Lyngs 
1989). North Greenland: One record: Kronprins Chri­
stian Land: Kilen, 31 July 1985, seven ads (Hjort et al. 
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1987). Northeast Greenland: Breeds in the region from 
Kap Dalton and Orqummut Kangertiva/Gasefjord north­
wards as far as N0rre Mellemland in Hertugen af Orleans 
Land (Meltofte 1976a; Boertmann et al. 1991; Bay in 
press). The majority of the non-breeding population seg­
ment is found within the same region, with Jameson Land 
as the most important area (Madsen et al. 1984b; Boert­
mann 1991 ). Southeast Greenland: Rare migrant in the 
Ammassalik-area (Salomonsen 1967). A few non-breed­
ers have been recorded from Tuttilik during summer 
(Chapman 1934; Ray 1973). 

HABITAT: Breeds in small colonies on steep cliffs, 
exceptionally on level ground (Hansen undated). The 
non-breeders stay at lakes, rivers and river outlets. 

POPULATION: The total population numbered c. 
34,600 in Mar/ Apr 1988 (Salmon 1989). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory and the population winters 
in the northeastern parts of the British Isles. Arrives at the 
breeding grounds during May and departs in late Aug and 
early Sep. 

Brent Goose Branta bernicla 

STATUS: Local high arctic breeder; widespread visitor 
and extralimital migrant. West Greenland: Occurs as 
migrant in late spring and in early autumn (e.g. Bennike 
1990) and as rare summer visitor. Most frequent from 
Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt and northwards (Salo­
monsen 1967). North Greenland: Early in this century 
common breeder (Salomonsen 1950a, 1967). Now very 
rare (Meltofte 1976b; Hjort et al. 1987). The only breed­
ing sites known today are in northwestern Kronprins 
Christian Land (Hakansson et al. 1981; Hjort et al. 1987). 
Northeast Greenland: Bred early this century in small 
numbers dispersed throughout the region (Deichmann 
1909; Pedersen 1930; L0ppenthin 1932; Meltofte et al. 
1981 a), but now rare migrant and summer visitor (e.g. 
Meltofte 1976a; Dennis 1988; Forchhammer 1990; An­
dersen & Berg 1991 ). Southeast Greenland: Seen dur­
ing spring and autumn migration in the Ammassalik-area. 
Now, probably in lesser numbers than during the begin­
ning of the century (Alerstam et al. 1986). 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland population refers to 
ssp. hrota. Ssp. bemicla has been recorded once: Hoch­
stetter Forland, 23 and 25 June 1976 (Meltofte et al. 
1981a). 

HABITAT: Breeds on low tundra with lakes (Hjort et 
al. 1987) and on small islands off the coast (Salomonsen 
1967). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory and winters in Ireland. 
However, Hjort et al. ( 1987) suggested that the popu­
lation in Kronprins Christian Land may be a part of the 
Svalbard population, which have winter quarters in Den­
mark and northeastern England. In spring (late May/early 
June) all Brent Geese from eastern arctic Canada migrate 
across the inland ice from the Ammassalik-area to the 
region between Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg and Qeqertarsuup 
Tunua/Disko Bugt (Alerstam et al. 1990; Gudmundsson 
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1992). The much earlier occurrence during spring in the 
Ammassalik-area mentioned by Helms (1926) are obvi­
ously wrong: the original notes by J. Petersen only men­
tions sight-records of unidentified geese (except for one 
observation) during spring, and these were most likely 
White-fronted Geese. In autumn (late Aug/early Sep) the 
majority migrate along the same route, but ring recov­
eries show that at least a few may follow a route along the 
southwestern coast of Greenland (ZMUC). 

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Only recorded 
in the summer of 1892 when four 99 were shot: Two in 
Upernavik, one in Jlulissat/Jakobshavn and one some­
where in Southwest Greenland (Winge 1898). All four 
specimens are in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastern Europe and northwestern Africa. 

Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope 

STATUS: Rare vagrant, usually occurring at fresh water 
habitats. West Greenland: C. 25 records: Salomonsen 
(1967) reported 18 records (May-July and Sep-Dec) from 
the region between Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Nuuk/Godt­
hab, one from Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg and two from 
Uummannaq. Since then, two records (June) from Qaqor­
toq/Julianehab, three (Oct, Nov nine indvs, and undated) 
from Nuuk/Godthab and two (June and undated) from 
Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg (Dambach 1971; Hansen 1977; 
Salomonsen unpubl.). Northeast Greenland: Four re­
cords: Jameson Land: 0rsted Dai, 12 July 1963, 2y O' 
(Hall & Waddingham 1966). - Heden, 19 July-16 Aug 
1983, O'. - Same site, 30 June 1984, 9 (both Boertmann 
et al. 1985). - Hold With Hope: Myggbukta, 25 June 
1939, skin in Stavanger Museum (Holgersen 1957). 
Southeast Greenland: Nine records : Ammassalik-area: 
Helms (1926) and Salomonsen (1963) reported eight re­
cords (one fromjuly, six from Sep and Oct, one undated). 
Later records: Ammassalik town, 15 Oct 1978, ad. O' (S. 
Jurgensen in litt.). 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Iceland. 

American Wigeon Anas americana 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Alluitsup Kangerlua/Lichtenau 
Fjord, June 1898, ad. O' (Schi0ler 1925), skin in ZMUC. 
- Qassiarssuk, 21 May 1980 (L. Motzfeldt in litt.), ad. O', 
skeleton in ZMUC. - Qaqortoq town, spring 1984, ad. 
O', in private collection (T. Duch pers. comm.). 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in northwestern and central Canada. 
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Gadwall Anas strepera 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab, Nanortalik, 30 Nov 1909, ly O' 
(Schi01er 1912), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Holarctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Iceland. 

Common Teal Anas crecca 

STATUS: Annual vagrant and occasional breeder. West 
Greenland: Widespread vagrant: most frequent between 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg: ads in 
Apr-July, lys in Sep-Dec (Salomonsen 1981). Breeding 
occurred probably in Nuuk/Godthab 1974 (Boertmann 
1979). North Greenland: One record: Qaanaaq/Thule­
area: Qeqertarsuaq, I 8 June I 985, O' shot (L.R. Olesen 
in lilt.). Northeast Greenland: Annual summer visitor 
south of Kong Oscar Fjord; breeding has been confirmed 
twice in this area (e.g. Degerb01 & M0hl-Hansen 1935; 
Meltofte 1976a; N.O. Jensen 1982; Boertmann et al. 
1985; Mortensen et al. 1988; Korte I 988) . Further north 
two records: Clavering 0 : 1926, I y (Salomonsen 1950a). 
- Germania Land: Danmarkshavn, 27 May to 2 June 
1975, pair (Meltofte 1977). Southeast Greenland: Prob­
ably annual vagrant in the Ammassalik-area and perhaps 
elsewhere in the region (Helms 1926; Knudsen 1935a; 
Salomonsen I 950a; S. Jtirgensen in litt.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Two ssp. occur. Palearc­
tic crecca is the most common. Its nearest breeding 
grounds are in Iceland, and this origin has been con­
firmed by at least two pull. or juvs ringed in Iceland and 
recovered in West Greenland (Cooke 1945; Salomonsen 
1971 ). The record from the Qaanaaq/Thule-area belonged 
to this ssp. The other is the Nearctic caroli11e11sis, whose 
nearest breeding grounds are in Newfoundland. Salomon­
sen ( 1963) reported 13 records of this ssp. Until 1992 at 
least six more were found (E. Hansen in lilt.; T. Duch in 
litt.; P. Grossmann in lilt.). All records were from West 
Greenland and it has been most frequent in the region 
south of Nuuk/Godthab and in the Qeqertarsuup Tunua/ 
Dbko Bugt-area (Salomonsen 1963). A ly specimen 
ringed in Maryland, USA has been recovered in Green­
land (ZMUC). 

HABITAT: Fertile pools and marshes, sometimes shal­
low coasts. 

Mallard Anas p/atyrhynchos 

STATUS: Widespread low arctic breeder and mainly in­
traregional migrant. West Greenland: Common breeder 
throughout the region except northern Upernavik; most 
numerous south of Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt (Sa­
lomonsen 1967). Reported densities: 11 pairs/20 km2 in 
Nuuk/Godthab in 1928 (Longstaff 1932); 20 pairs/350 
km2 in 1979 in interior Aasiaat/Egedesminde (Fox & 
Stroud I 98 I); I pair/1.52 km2 in Ilulissat/Jakobshavn in 
1965 (Joensen & Preuss 1972). Northeast Greenland: 
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Jameson Land: South coast, 3 Aug 1891 (Bay 1894). -
Pedersen ( 1930) mentioned that the species was seen in 
the southern part of Jameson Land by the inhabitants of 
lttoqqortonniit. Southeast Greenland: Known as a 
breeder from Akerninnarmiit/Skjoldungen, the Ammas­
salik-area and Kangersittuaq (Helms 1926; Salomonsen 
198 I; Alers tarn et al. 1986; Gravlund I 991 ), but it prob­
ably occurs in all suitable areas south of Kangersittuaq. 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland population refers to the 
endemic ssp. conbosclws. 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat is small lake!> and 
sheltered coasts. In winter the Mallards stay along the 
coast. 

MOVEMENTS: The Greenland population winters 
along the coasts of the Open Water Region. Alerstam et 
al. (1986) find it highly probable that Mallards undertake 
transglacial flights from winter quarters in We!>t Green­
land to Southeast Greenland. However, some abo winter 
in the Ammassalik-area (Helms 1926). The Mallard~ ar­
rive at the breeding grounds when lakes become ice free 
during May and depart in Sep and Oct (Christensen 1966; 
Salomonsen 1967). 

Northern Pintail Anas acuta 

STATUS: Annual vagrant and occasional breeder. West 
Greenland: Widespread annual vagrant (Mar-Oct) : most 
frequent in Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg and the Qeqertar~uup 
Tunua/Disko Bugt-area. It bred in last mentioned area in 
1947- 52 and in 1989 (Salomonsen 1967; Bennike 1990). 
Northeast Greenland: Jameson Land and Li verpool 
Land: Probably annual summer vagrant (Pcder,cn 1930; 
Meltofte 1976a; Boertmann et al. 1985; Korte 1988). -
Hold With Hope: Myggbukta 14-20 June 1937. ad. 9. 
skin in British Museum, Natural History (Bird & Bird 
1941). - Same site, 12-17 June, two O'O' (!~lander & 
Blomqvist 1986). Southeast Greenland: Two rcconl,: 
Ammassalik-area: Ammassalik town, 1910 or 191 I, I y 
O' (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941), skin in ZMUC. 
Same site, 13 May 1915, 9 (Helms 1926; with date 14 
May 1913), skin in ZMUC. 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat has been cxtcn.,i vc 
marsh areas with fertile pools and ponds (Bennikc 1990). 

ORIGIN: Holarctic species, with the nearc!>t breeding 
grounds in Iceland and Newfoundland. Two _.,pecimcn.-,, 
ringed in Iceland and Canada have been recovered in 
Greenland (ZMUC). 

Blue-winged Teal Anas discors 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Four records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Autumn 1944, ly O' (Salomonscn 
1963), skin in ZMUC. - Paamiut/Frederikshf1b: 5 Oct 
1911, ly 9 (Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk/ 
Godthilb: 17 Oct 1907, ly O' (Salomonsen 1963), skin in 
ZMUC. - Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg: Kangerlussuaq/S0n­
drestr0mfjord airport, 2 June 1977, pair (H. Thing in litt.). 
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ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastem and central Canada. 

Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Five records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Qinngua, Tunulliarfik, 15 May 
1971, ad. pair (L. Motzfeldt in litt.), skins at ZMUC. -
Nuuk/Godthab: Kangerluarsussuaq/Grredefjord, 4 June 
1973, ad. pair, skins in private collection (E. Hansen pers. 
comm.). - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Atammik, May 
1977, et shot from flock of three (E. Hansen in litt.), skin 
in ZMUC. - Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg: 15 km NW of Kan­
gerlussuaq/S0ndrestri;;mfjord airport, 4 July 1977, ad. 
pair (H. Thing in litt.). - Upemavik: Amitsorsuit, Kan­
gersuatsiaq/Pr0ven, 27 June 1977, et shot (S . Knudsen in 
litt.). 

ORIGIN: Holarctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Iceland and southeastern and central Canada. 
The Greenland records probably have their origin in Can­
ada, because the Shoveler population in Iceland is very 
small (Baroarson 1986). 

Redhead Aythya americana 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Itinnera, 10 June 1953, ad. et (Rosing 
1954b as Common Pochard A. ferina; Salomonsen 1955), 
skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastem and central Canada. 

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 

STATUS: Accidental. Southeast Greenland: One re­
cord: Ammassalik-area: Isertoq, 23 May 1977, ad. et 
shot, ringed at Slimbridge, England, I Mar 1977 
(ZMUC). 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Quebec and Newfoundland. 

REMARK: Believed a wild bird, when ringed 
(ZMUC). 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Seven records: 
Site unknown: 24 Feb 190 I, ad. et, skin in ZMUC. -
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Narsaq, mid-May 1948, ad. pair 
(Salomonsen 1963), skin of et in ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godt­
hab: Nuuk town, Oct 1899, four lys (Schi0ler 1926), 
skins in ZMUC. - Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fiskenresset, 16 Oct 
1899, ly 9 (Schii;;ler 1926), skin in ZMUC. - Kangeq, 10 
Nov 1920, I y et (Schii;;ler 1926), skin in ZMUC. -
Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Atammik, 27 Apr 1992, ad. et 
(P. Grossmann in litt.). - Ilulissat/Jakobshavn: Saqqaq, 
late May 1965, two ad. ctct (H. Fencker in litt.), skins in 
ZMUC. Southeast Greenland: Ammassalik-area: Am­
massalik town, 20 Oct 1991, ly/9 (S. Jurgensen in lilt.). 
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ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Iceland. 

Greater Scaup Aythya marila 

STATUS: Rare vagrant. West Greenland: Seven records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Nanortalik, c. 1860, two ad. ctct 
and one 9 (Winge 1898), skins in ZMUC. - Same site, 
May 1902, ad. 9 (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 ), skin in 
ZMUC. - Same site, 19 Nov 1909, ly et (Schi0ler 
1912), skin in ZMUC. - Igaliku Kujalleq/Si;;ndre Igaliko, 
28 June-9 July 1987, ad. et (RC 1986-87). - Nuuk/Godt­
hab: Utorqarrniut, Nov 1929, ly 9 (Hi;;rring & Salomon­
sen 1941 ), skin in ZMUC. - Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fiskenres­
set, I O June 1964, ad. et (J. Olsen in litt.), skin in 
ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Autumn 1940, I y et 
(Salomonsen 1963), a specimen without label in NKA 
refers probably to this record. Northeast Greenland: 
Four records: Jameson Land: 0rsted Dai, 11 July 1984 
(Cabot 1984). - Ilimanngip Nunaa/Milne Land: Charcot 
Havn, 31 July 1969, ad. et (Vranes 1971; RC 1970). -
Hochstetter Forland: 22 Sep 1929, five ctd (L0ppenthin 
1932, but doubted by Salomonsen 1963). - Germania 
Land: Stormkap, 2 July 1907, pair (Manniche 1910), skin 
of ad. et in ZMUC. Southeast Greenland:· One record: 
Ammassalik-area: Ammassalik town, 12 M!1Y 1909, ad. 
et (Helms 1926), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specill!ens refer to 
the Palearctic ssp. marila (Salomonsen 1963), whose 
nearest breeding grounds are in Iceland. 

Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Four records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: 1891, 9 (Winge 1898), skin in 
ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, Feb 
1917, 2y et (Helms & Schii;;ler 1917). - Sisimiut/Hol­
steinsborg: Amerloq, 12 May 1985, ad. pair, skins in 
private collection (RC 1986- 87). - Aasiaat/Egedes­
minde: Innaarsulik, Kangaatsiaq, June 1872, ad. pair 
(Winge 1898), skins in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Quebec. 

Common Eider Somateria 1110/lissima 

STATUS: Widespread breeder, intraregional to extralim­
ital migrant and winter visitor. West Greenland: Breeds 
along the coast throughout the region (Salomonsen 
1979b), but sparsely in some municipalities as for exam­
ple Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Paamiut/Frederikshab. Nu­
merous during winter in the Open Water Region and also 
in the drift ice further north. North Greenland: Common 
breeder in the Qaanaaq/Thule-area and western Avannar­
lit/Inglefield Land and occurs towards east to Hall Land 
(M0hl 1965; Salomonsen I 979b). However, not recorded 
in Hall Land in 1984 (Bennike & Kelly, 1986). In the 
eastern part of the region recently found breeding on the 
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east coasts of Holm Land and Kronprins Christian Land 
(Hjort et al. 1983, 1988) and on Henrik Kr!ilyer Holme 
(Kristensen & Kristensen 1993). Northeast Greenland: 
Widespread breeder at least as far north as Germania 
Land. Seen regularly during summer on lie de France in 
1988 and 1989, but breeding did not occur (Andersen & 
Berg 1991 ). Large concentrations seen in June 1985 
around Kangikajik/Kap Brewster in the northern part of 
the Kialiip Kialia/Blosseville Kyst (Kampp et al. 1986). 
Southeast Greenland: Probably widespread breeder 
(Helms 1926; Knudsen 1935a; Degerb!i)I & M!ilhl-Hansen 
1935; H!ilrring 1939; Molenaar 1982; Glahder 1992), for 
example common in Akerninnarmiit/Skjoldungen-area in 
1992 (J. Rosing in litt.). 

SUBSPECIES: The breeding population in Greenland 
refers to ssp. borealis. Ssp. v-11igru111 from northwestern 
North America is a scarce winter and spring vagrant in 
West Greenland. Since Salomonsen ( 1967), it has been 
recorded on 15 May 1967 (Asvid 1974) and several times 
since 1972 (Salomonsen unpubl.). Ssp. dresseri from the 
northeast coast of North America has been recorded once 
in West Greenland: Nuuk/Godthab: Apr 1907, ad. Cl 
(Schi!iller 1907b), skin in ZMUC. 

HABITAT: Breeds in archipelagoes, on small islands 
and sometimes on mainland coasts. In Qeqertarsuaq/God­
havn and eastern North Greenland found breeding at 
lakes (Kampp & Kristensen 1980b; Hjort et al. 1983). 
Large colonies arc known from Upernavik, the Qaanaaq/ 
Thule-area, Avannnarliit/Inglefield Land and Northeast 
Greenland (Salomonsen 1967; Joensen & Preuss 1972; 
Meltofte 1978; A. Rosing-Asvid pers. comm.). During 
winter along coasts and off-shore as far a~ 40 km (Macla­
ren Marex 1979) or more. 

POPULATION: In West Greenland the breeding popu­
lation has declined seriously during the present century 
mostly due to hunting (Salomonsen 1967; Vibe I 967; 
Frimer & Nielsen 1990). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. The Eiders from West and 
North Greenland and the eastern parts of Canadian high 
arctic winter mainly in the Open Water Region (Salomon­
sen 1967; Abraham & Finney 1986), a few may also stay 
in open leads in the Qaanaaq/Thule-area (Vibe 1950). 
Those from Northeast Greenland winter in Iceland (Mel­
tofte 1978), although a few probably winter in open water 
areas as far north as Wollaston Farland (Schaanning 
1933). The Eiders arrive at the breeding grounds during 
May and early June, but they often occur much earlier in 
open waters close to the breeding areas.. Spring migration 
occurs in May and first half of June in the Qeqertarsuaq/ 
Disko-area (Frimer 1993b). Aggregations of moulting 
males are not as pronounced as in King Eider. However, 
concentrations are known from Qeqertarsuaq/Disko 
(3,200-4,800 in 1990-1992, Frimer 1993b) and in west­
ern Qaqortoq/Julianehab (GERI unpubl.). 
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King Eider Somateria spectabilis 

STATUS: Widespread high arctic breeder, regional low 
arctic summer visitor, interregional to extralimital mi­
grant and winter visitor. West Greenland: Numerous 
summer visitor from Aasiaat/Egedesminde and north­
wards. Post-breeding males and non-breeders gather 
there in bays and fiords to moult. Rather scarce summer 
visitor south of this region. Very numerous during winter 
in the Open Water Region, for example were 244,000 
estimated along the ice edge off central Nuuk/Godthab in 
Feb 1989 (Durinck & Falk in prep.) and 20,000- 30,000 
seen in a single small opening in the ice 60 km off the 
mouth of Nassuttooq/Nordre Str~mfjord in mid-Mar 
1993 (M.P. Heide-J~rgensen pers. comm.). Breeding oc­
CUITed occasionally in the northern municipalitic, during 
last century (Salomonsen 1950a). North Greenland: 
Fairly common breeder throughout the region, but mis­
sing in large areas for example the eastern coa~t of Kron­
prins Christian Land where only pre-breeder~ occur 
(Manniche 191 O; Pedersen 1942; Meltoftc 1976b; rn,­
kansson et al. 1981 ; Hjort et al. 1983; Bennikc & Kelly 
1986; Aastrup et al. 1986; Vaughan 1988; Bcnnikc & 
Higgins 1989). At J!i)rgen Br~nlund Fjord in Peary Land 3 
pairs/8.6 km' were found in 1973 (Meltofte 1976b ). 
Moulting males probably also occur in the Qaanaaq/ 
Thule-area (Falk & Kampp 1992). Northeast Green­
land: Widespread and fairly common breeder. Reported 
densities: 2 pairs/I O km2 in Traill 0 in I 990 (Sittler et al. 
1991 ); I O nests/6.1 km2 in Hold With Hope in 1979 
(Elander & Blomqvist 1986); I nest/0.5 km2 in Wollaston 
Farland in 1964 (Rosenberg et al. 1970); 14 pair~/18.2 
km ' in Hochstetter Farland in 1976 (Meltofte et al. 
1981 a); 3 pairs/4.49 km2 in 1986 and 3-9 pairs/7 .7 km' in 
1989, both in Germania Land (Forchhammer 1990; 
Boertmann et al. 1991). Southeast Greenland: Probably 
migrant and summer visitor. However, very little in­
formation: Helms (1926) and Chapman (1932, 1934) 
reported four records from the Ammassalik-area. Pe­
dersen (1930) stated that it occurs regularly on migration 
at Ammassalik and Kangersittuaq and Glahder ( 1992) 
that it is rare at Kangersittuaq and only when Common 
Eiders are present in large numbers. 

HABITAT: Usually solitary breeder at lakes and along 
the coast, but sometimes in colonies on small i~land~ in 
fiords (Meltofte 1976). Moulting males and non-breeder~ 
occur in fiords and bays. 

POPULATION: The population of moulting King Ei ­
ders in the Qeqertarsuaq/Disko-area were estimated at 
15,000- 20,000 during 1990-1992, and it seem~ to have 
declined in recent years (Frimer 1993b). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. The Greenland breeders 
winter probably in the Open Water Region and in Iceland 
waters. A few have been reported in winter from open 
water areas as far north as Wollaston Farland (Schaan­
ning 1933). Large numbers of northeastern Canadian 
King Eiders arrive from mid-July (CIC!) and mid-Aug 
( 9 9 ) to moult in the northern part of West Greenland 
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(Salomonsen 1967; Frimer 1993b). Many King Eiders 
from Canadian breeding grounds winter in the Open 
Water Region (Abraham & Finney 1986). Arrival at the 
breeding grounds takes place during late May and June 
and departure during early July and early Sep. 

Steller' s Eider Polysticta stelleri 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Qaqqaliak, Nov 1954, I y O' (Salomon­
sen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn: 
Kangerluk/Diskofjord, 15 June 1878, ad. O' (Winge 
1898). Northeast Greenland: Wollaston Forland: Sabine 
0, 14 June 1922, pair (Knudsen 1933), skin of ad. O' in 
ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: The breeding grounds are in northern and 
western Alaska and in arctic Siberia. 

Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus 

STATUS: Widespread low arctic breeder and mainly in­
traregional migrant. West Greenland: Uncommon 
breeder throughout the region (Salomonsen 1981 ). It is 
rare in some areas for example the Qeqertarsuup Tunua/ 
Disko Bugt-area (Salomonsen 1950a) and parts of Qaqor­
toq/Julianehab. The northernmost breeding records are 
from Eqalugaarsuit Sulluat/Pnwens Laksefjord in Uper­
navik (E. Isakson in litt.) and southwestern Nunavik/ 
Svartenhuk (Bennike 1990). Probably most common in 
Paamiut/Frederikshab and southern Nuuk/Godthab. 
Northeast Greenland: Liverpool Land: Ittaajimmiit/Kap 
Hope, I O June 1929, ad. O' (Pedersen 1930), skin in 
ZMUC. Bay ( 1894) mentioned a sight record from Vest­
fjord in 1891, but this seems doubtful. Southeast Green­
land: Breeding has been reported from Kangerlussuat­
siaq/Lindenow Fjord (Helms I 91 O; Knudsen 1935a) and 
the Ammassalik-area (Helms 1926), and probably breed­
ing from the Akerninnarmiit/Skjoldungen-area in 1992 
(J. Rosing pers. comm.). J. Andersen (1981) reported 
sightings along the coast of southern Kialiip Kialia/Blos­
seville Kyst (Wiedemann Fjord and Migip Kangersiva/ 
Miki Fjord) in July/ Aug 1980. 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat is turbulent rivers. 
Exposed rocky coasts are the habitat during winter and 
for moulting males and non-breeders during summer. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory or partially migratory. 
Winters along the coasts in the Open Water Region. 
Arrive at the breeding grounds in early June (Salomonsen 
1981). 

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 

STATUS: Widespread breeder and intraregional to extra­
limital migrant. West Greenland: Widespread and com­
mon breeder (Salomonsen 1967). Reported densities: 13 
pairs/20 km2 in 1928 in Nuuk/Godthab (Longstaff 1932); 
15 pairs/ 15 km2 in 1979 in interior Aasiaat/Egedesminde 
(Fox & Stroud 1981) and presumably absent in the Nunap 
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Isua/Kap Farvel-area in Qaqortoq/Julianehab (N0rrevang 
1973). Common winter visitor in the Open Water Region. 
North Greenland: Breeds probably throughout the re­
gion, but only reported from the Qaanaaq/Thule-area, 
Hall Land, Nyeboe Land, Peary Land and Kronprins 
Christian Land (Meltofte 1976b; Thing 1976; Bennike & 
Kelly 1986; Hjort et al. 1988; Vaughan 1988). Northeast 
Greenland: Common breeder throughout the region. Re­
ported densities: 1-3 pairs/6.1 km2 in 1979 in Hold With 
Hope (Elander & Blomqvist 1986); 2 nests/0.5 km2 in 
1964 in Wollaston Forland (Rosenberg et al. 1970); 9-11 
pairs/18.2 km2 in 1976 in Hochstetter ·Forland (Meltofte 
et al. 1981a); 5 pairs/10.5 km2, 15-16 pairs/7.7 km2 in 
1989, I pair/4.5 km2 in 1990, all in Germania Land 
(Forchhammer 1990; Boertmann et al. 1991 ). Southeast 
Greenland: Reported as breeder from the Migip Kanger­
siva/Miki Fjord-area, the Ammassalik-area and Kanger­
lussuatsiaq/Lindenow Fjord (Helms 1926; Knudsen 
1935a; Salomonsen 1967). 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat is lakes, sheltered 
coasts and small islands in fiords and archipelagoes. 
Males and non-breeders moult during summer in flocks 
along sheltered coasts and in fiords. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. Most of the Greenland 
birds probably spend winter in the Open Water Region , 
but ring recoveries indicate that a part of the population 
migrates to western Europe and northeastern North 
America (Salomonsen 1967). Some winters in the Am­
massalik-area (Helms 1926) and a few in the mouth of 
Kangertiitivaq/Scoresby Sund when ice conditions are 
favourable (A. Rasmussen in litt.). Some Icelandic birds 
migrate to the Open Water Region (Salomonsen 1967), 
and maybe across the Inland-Ice (Alerstam et al. 1986). 
Arrival at the breeding grounds takes place during May 
and June when lakes become ice free and departure dur­
ing Aug and early Sep. 

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Nanortalik, Feb 1902, ad. O' (Salo­
monsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Alluitsoq Fjord, 9 May 
1950, pair (Salomonsen 1963), skin of ad. O' in ZMUC. 
Northeast Greenland: Two records: Germania Land: 
Danmarkshavn, 8 July -3 Aug 1975, pair (Meltofte 
1977). - Danmarkshavn, 13- 18 June 1976, pair (Meltofte 
1977). Southeast Greenland: One record: Ammassalik­
area: Tuttilik, July 1933, pair (Chapman 1934). 

SUBSPECIES: The specimens in ZMUC are ssp. 11i­
gra. The East Greenland records probably refer to this 
ssp., whose nearest breeding grounds are in Iceland. 

Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Winge ( 1898) 
mentioned five records, all before 1880 and all in the 
region between Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Qeqertarsuaq/ 
Godhavn. Only one of these with date: Qeqertarsuaq/ 
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Godhavn: Kangerluk/Diskofjord, June 1879, ad. O' (re­
ported as being in company with a 9 and two pull.), skin 
in ZMUC. Since then, only one record. Qaqortoq/Juliane­
hab: Nanortalik, 1967 or 1968 (C. Vibe in litt.), ad. O', 
skin in ZMUC. Southeast Greenland: Region between 
64° and 65°N: Kangerajik, late July 1830, ad. O' (Winge 
1898). 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Quebec and Newfoundland. 

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca 

STATUS and SUBSPECIES: Accidental with two ssp. 
occurring in coastal habitats. 

Ssp. fusca : West Greenland: Salomonsen ( 1967) 
mentioned six records all from Nuuk/Godthab and Sisi­
miut/Holsteinsborg and all from the winter and the spring 
(Dec-May). However, one of these records from 1945 
correctly was from 1949, and another is ssp. deglandi 
(see below). New record: Nuuk/Godthab, Kitsissut/Kook 
0eme, 3 Apr 1965 (F.0. Kapel in lilt.), ad. O', skin in 
ZMUC. Northeast Greenland: Liverpool Land: Uunar­
teq/Kap Tobin, Sep and Oct 1963, at least three O'O' (A. 
Rasmussen in litt.). 

Ssp. deglandi: West Greenland: Four records: Maniit­
soq/Sukkertoppen: Portussoq, 21 Dec 1948, I y 9 (as 
ssp. fusca in Salomonsen 1963, 1967), skin in ZMUC. -
Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn: 15 Nov 1970 (Aa. Meyer pers. 
comm.), ly 9, in private collection. - Aqajarua/Mudder­
bugten, 6-21 June 1977, at least one ad. O', one speci­
men shot 21 June at Aamaruutissat/Skansen (Kristensen 
1979) and skin in ZMUC. - Uummannaq: Nuussuaq, July 
1944, ad. O' (Salomonsen 1945a), skin in ZMUC. 

Ssp. unknown: West Greenland: Qeqertarsuaq/God­
havn: Kangersooq/Nordfjord, I 8 Sep 1978, three O'O' 
and four 99 (Kampp & Kristensen 1980b). - Same site, 
4 July 1979, 9 (Kampp & Kristensen 1980b; RC 1981). 

ORIGIN: The nearest breeding grounds are in northern 
Ontario (ssp. deglandi) and in Scandinavia (ssp. fusca). 

Bufflehead Bucephala albeola 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Frederikshab/Paamiut: 1891, ad. O' (Winge 1898), skin 
in ZMUC. - Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn: Oct 1827, ad. 9 
(Winge 1898), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Ontario. 

Barrow's Goldeneye Bucephala islandica 

STATUS: Previously local breeder. West Greenland: 
Now probably absent. It occurred annually; was recorded 
in all months with peak in winter, and was known from 
the region between Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Sisimiut/ 
Holsteinsborg, most frequent in Nuuk/Godthiib. Breeding 
has only been proved once: in Nuuk/Godthab in 1840 
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(Salomonsen 1950a, 198 I). Recorded once in Uumman­
naq. Southeast Greenland: One record: Ammassalik­
area: Qingeq, 23 Sep 1913, ad. O' (Helms 1926). 

MOVEMENTS: The Greenland population was sup­
posed to be more or less stationary. 

ORIGIN: Mainly a Nearctic species, with the nearest 
breeding grounds in northern Newfoundland and Iceland. 

REMARK: The most recent information regarding this 
species in Greenland is from 1951 (Rosing 1954a), 1955 
(Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Atammik, 19 Nov, skin in 
NKA) and 1966 (Maligiaq in Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg, L. 
Rydeng in lilt.). 

Common Goldeneye Bucephala cla11g11/a 

STATUS and SUBSPECIES: Accidental with two ssp. 
West Greenland: Four records. Qaqortoq/Julianehiib: 
Qaqortoq town, winter 1930-31, ad. O', ),!>p. cla11g11/a 
(Rafn 1933), skin in ZMUC. - Narsarsuaq, 15 June 1986, 
ad O' (RC 1986- 87). - Nuuk/Godthab: Qoornoq, 20 Nov 
1903, ly O', ssp. americana, skin in ZMUC. - Qoornoq, 
16 Jan 1906, ad. O', ssp. americana (Schi0ler 1907a), 
skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Holarctic species, with the neare),t breeding 
grounds in Scandinavia (ssp. clangula) and Newfoun­
dland (ssp. americana). 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 

STATUS: Widespread low arctic breeder and mainly in­
traregional migrant. West Greenland: Fairly common 
breeder throughout the region, and with decreasing fre­
quency from Uummannaq and northwards (Salomon),en 
1967; 1979b). During winter in the Open Water Region. 
North Greenland: Two records : Qaanaaqffhule-area: 15 
km south of Neqi, summer 1975, pair (Thing 1976). -
Peary Land: Constable Bugt, 2 July 1979, 9 (Hjort 
1982). Northeast Greenland: Rare breeder in the inner 
parts of Kangertiitivaq/Scoresby Sund (Pedersen 1930; 
Salomonsen 1967; Meltofte 1976a; Korte 1988). Summer 
vagrant as far north as Germania Land (e.g. Mannichc 
191 O; Pedersen 1942; Elander & Blomqvist 1986 ). A few 
breeding records have been reported from thil> region: 
Vega Sund in 1937 (Bird & Bi~d 1941) and Haslum 0cr 
in Kong Oscar Fjord in 1979 (Kempf undated). South­
east Greenland: Breeds probably throughout the region 
as far north as the Ammassalik-area (Helms 1926; H0r­
ring 1939; Molenaar 1982; Gravlund 1991). Not men­
tioned from Kangersiltuaq in a wildlife questionnaire 
survey with locals in 1991 (Glahder 1992). 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat is lakes and sheltered 
coasts. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory or partially migratory. 
West Greenland birds winter probably in the Open Water 
Region, while East Greenland birds might migrate to 
Iceland and the British Isles (Salomonsen 1967). How­
ever, Alerstam et al. (1986) suggest that some Southeast 
Greenland Red-breasted Mergansers winter in Southwest 
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Greenland. Arrival at the breeding grounds takes place 
during late May and early June and departure during Sep 
(Salomonsen 1967). 

Goosander (Common Merganser) Mergus 
merganser 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Si­
simiut/Holsteinsborg: Sarfannguaq, I O Mar I 906, ad. O' 
(Schi0ler 1926), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen belongs to 
the North American ssp. americana, whose nearest 
breeding grounds are in Newfoundland. 

HAWKS AND EAGLES 
ACCIP/TRIDAE 

White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus a/bici/la 

STATUS: Regional low arctic breeder and resident or 
intraregional migrant. West Greenland: Fairly common 
breeder in the region from Qaqortoq/Julianehab to south­
ern Aasiaat/Egedesminde (Hansen 1979; Kampp & Wille 
1990). Further north, only one breeding record known: in 
llulissat/Jakobshavn (Bennike & Feilberg 1982). Strag­
glers are recorded as far north as Uummannaq (Salomon­
sen 1967). Northeast Greenland: Johnsen (1953) re­
ported that a skull was found on Clavering 0, but it was 
not secured. Southeast Greenland: Stragglers have been 
recorded in the southernmost parts (Knudsen 1935a). 
Helms ( 1926) reported that the eagle was known to the 
inhabitants of Ammassalik. 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland population is often re­
garded as an endemic ssp. groe11/a11dic11s (e.g. Salomon­
sen 1979a). This is, however, not generally accepted 
(Cramp & Simmons 1979). 

HABITAT: Breeds usually close to the coast, both at 
the outer coast and in the fiords, sometimes inland near 
lakes (Christensen 1979; Kampp & Wille 1990). 

POPULATION: Now estimated at 150- 170 pairs 
(Kampp & Wille 1990). 

MOVEMENTS: The adults are more or less stationary. 
Juvs and imms are migratory or partially so, and winter 
along the coasts in the Open Water Region. 

OSPREYS PANDIONIDAE 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Saarloq, 2 Oct 1918, ly O' (Schi0ler 
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1931 ), skin in ZMUC. - Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn: Qeqer­
tarsuaq town, 25 Sep 1872, I y (Winge 1898), skin in 
ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimens belong to 
ssp. carolinensis (Salomonsen 1967), whose nearest 
breeding grounds are in Newfoundland. 

FALCONS FALCON/DAE 

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Off Nunap lsua/Kap Farve!, late Sep 
or early Oct 1820 (Sabine 1823). 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Scandinavia and Scotland. 

REMARK: Winge (1898) did not accept the record as 
Greenlandic, because he considered the falcon captured 
too far from Greenland. It was included in Salomonsen' s 
( 1950a, I 963, 1967) lists. The position of the ship during 
the period mentioned above was mostly within the 200 
mile limit (Parry 1821 ), why the record is accepted here. 

Merlin Falco columbarius 

STATUS: Rare vagrant with two ssp. West Greenland: 
Four records: Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Nunap Isua/Kap Far­
vel, 3 May 1875, 2y O' (Winge 1898). - Off Nunap 
Isua/Kap Farvel: 58°45'N, 40° 15'W, 22 May I 949, ad. 
9 ssp. aesa/011 (Salomonsen 1950b ), skin in ZMUC. -
Same area, 59°50'N, 36°00'W, 6 May 1952, 2y 9 and 
2y O', skins in ZMUC and both ssp. subaesa/on. -
Nuuk/Godthab: Kangeq, 21 Sep 1931, I y 9 (Oldenow 
1933), skin previously in I, but now probably lost. South­
east Greenland: Five records: Region between 60° and 
61 °N: Kangerlussuatsiaq/Lindenow Fjord, Oct 1925 
(Knudsen 1935a). - Ammassalik-area: Ammassalik 
town, 2 or 3 July 1914, 2y 9, ssp. subaesa/on (Helms 
1926 as aesa/011; Sch0iler 193 I), skin in ZMUC. - Same 
site, 20 Aug 1930, O' (Chapman 1932). - Kuummiit, 12 
May 1933, ad. O' (Tinbergen 1939). - Off the coast: c. 
66° IO'N, 29°20'W, 5 May 1986, ringed as pull. in Ice­
land 10 July 1983 (ZMUC), ssp. subaesa/011. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Ssp. aesa/on from north­
ern Europe and ssp. subaesa/011 from Iceland are re­
corded as mentioned above. The rest of the records prob­
ably refer to ssp. subaesa/on (Salomonsen 1963). How­
ever, the record from Nuuk/Godthab probably refer to the 
Nearctic ssp. co/umbarius. A photograph of the specimen 
in Oldenow ( 1933) shows characters typical for this ssp. 

REMARK: Winge ( 1898) mentioned one more off­
shore record (May 1867). This was, however, recorded 
outside the 200 mile limit, and cannot be considered as 
Greenlandic. Kolthoff (1903) reported a rectrice found in 
Aasiaat/Egedesminde in 1883. This record was doubted 
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by Schi0ler ( 1931) and not mentioned by Salomonsen 
(1963). 

Gyr Falcon Falco rusticolus 

STATUS: Widespread breeder and resident to extralimital 
migrant. West Greenland: Sparse breeder throughout the 
region. Reported densities: 4 active nests/2,300 km2 in 
1973 in interior Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg (Burnham et al. 
1974); 3 occupied nests/750 km 2 in interior Aasiaat/Ege­
tlesminde in 1979 (Fox & Stroud 1981 ). North Green­
land: Widespread but sparse breeder. No observations 
from the region between Hall Land and Nares Land 
(Dietz & Andersen 1984; Bennike & Kelly 1986). North­
east Greenland: Sparse breeder throughout the region. 
Reported densities: 5- 10 pairs estimated to breed in the 
region 76°-78°N (Meltofte I 975); 1-2 pairs/400 km2 in 
Northern Germania Land in 1987 (Cabot et al. 1988). 
Southeast Greenland: Probably widespread but sparse 
breeder. 

SUBSPECIES: No ssp. recognized today. Two colour 
morphs with intermediates occur in Greenland: a dark or 
grey ('ssp. obsolet11s') and a white ('ssp. ccmdicans') . 
The dark or grey morph breeds mostly in the low arctic, 
while the white morph is widespread. Dark or grey speci­
mens have been recorded as far north as Germania Land 
(Meltofte 1977). 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat is steep cliffs both 
inland and at coasts. During migration and winter often in 
settlements and towns. 

POPULATION: Has decreased in Northeast Greenland 
both as a breeder and as a migrant at the weather stations 
since the 1930s (Meltofte 1975; Elander & Blomqvist 
1986). 

MOVEMENTS: The high arctic population is migra­
tory (at breeding sites early May-late Sep). The winter 
quarters are in southern parts of Greenland, in Iceland 
and stragglers are recorded in Northwest Europe. The low 
arctic population is stationary, partially migratory or dis­
persive. Irruptions occur in connection with Ptarmigan 
peak years. 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 

STATUS: Widespread mainly low arctic breeder and ex­
tralimital migrant. West Greenland: Fairly common 
breeder as far north as Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt, 
becomming scarcer further north. Reported densities: 11 
occupied territories/2,336 km2 in Qaqortoq/Julianehiib 
(Falk & M0ller 1988); 9 active nests/2,300 km2 in interior 
Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen/Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg in 1973 
(Burnham et al. I 974) or I pair/92 km2 in 1985 (Mattox 
& Seegar 1988); 5 active nests/750 km2 in interior Aa­
siaat/Egedesminde in 1979 (Fox & Stroud 1981 ). North 
Greenland: Regular, but very scarce breeder in the 
southern Qaanaaq/Thule-area (K. Kampp in litt.). North­
east Greenland: Rare vagrant to Jameson Land and 
Liverpool Land (Petersen 1941 ; Meltofte 1976a; Camp-
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bell undated). Two records further north : Th. Thomsen 
Land: Blabrerdal, 29 July 1990, ad. (Lea et al. in prep.). -
Germania Land: Danmarkshavn, 21 June 1992, 2y (J. 
Graugaard pers. comm.). Southeast Greenland: Breed 
in small numbers in the Ammassalik-area (Helms 1926; 
Pedersen 1930) and probably in the region southwards to 
Nunap lsua/Kap Farve) (Knudsen I 935a; Gravlund 
1991). 

SUBSPECIES: The population refers to ssp. t1111dri11s 
(White 1968; Burnham & Mattox 1984). 

HABITAT: Breeds on steep cliffs mainly inland (Falk 
& M0ller 1988; Burnham & Mattox 1984). 

POPULATION: The Greenland population wa~ esti­
mated at 400- 500 occupied territories (Falk & M01ler 
1988), but recent surveys make a higher estimate at 
500-1,000 more likely (K. Falk pers. comm.). The popu­
lation in Greenland is stable or possibly slightly increa:-,­
ing (Mattox & Seegar 1988). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory and winters in Central and 
South America (Burnham & Mattox 1984). However, 
Oldenow ( I 933) reported winter records. Arrive:-. during 
May and departs during late Aug until early Nov. 

GROUSE TETRAONIDAE 

Rock Ptarmigan lagopus mutus 

STATUS: Widespread breeder and resident to interre­
gional migrant. All regions: Common breeder every­
where even in the northernmost areas and on remote 
islands as for example lie de France in Northem,t Green­
land (Salomonsen 1967; Higgins 1984; Andersen & Berg 
1991 ). Reported densities : 28 pairs/20 km2 in Nuuk/Godt­
hab in 1928 (Longstaff 1932); I pair/1.52 km2 in Ilulissat/ 
Jakobshavn in 1965 (Joensen & Preuss 1972); 6 territo­
ries/I 0 km2 in Traill 0 in I 990 (peak year) (Sittlcr et al. 
1991 ); I pair/6.1 km2 in Hold With Hope in 1979 (Elan­
der & Blomqvist 1986); 4 pairs/3 km2 in Wollaston Fur­
land in 1964 (Rosenberg et al. I 970); 3 pairs/I 8.2 km2 in 
Hochstetter Forland in I 976 (Meltofte et al. 1981 a); 7- 9 
territorial pairs/4.49 km2 in 1975, 3-4 pairs in :-,amc area 
in 1988 in Germania Land (Meltofte 1977; Forchhammcr 
1990); 0-1.5 territorial pairs/km2 in 14 survey site:-. in 
Germania Land in 1989 (Boertmann et al. 1991 ). 

SUBSPECIES: Ssp. n,pestris in Southeast Greenland 
and the southern half of West Greenland, sat11rat11s in the 
northern half of West Greenland and captus in North and 
Northeast Greenland (Salomonsen 1963). 

HABITAT: Occurs in nearly all kind of terrestrial habi ­
tats in Greenland, except for the highest mountains. In 
interior Aasiaat/Egedesminde the preferred habitats are 
above 300 m as!. (Fox & Stroud I 98 I). 

POPULATIONS: Fluctuates markedly, and most re­
cent peak year in Northeast Greenland occurred in 1990 
(Bay in press). 

MOVEMENTS. The northernmost populations are mi-
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gratory and winter in southern Greenland. Occurs in 
Germania Land from late Jan/early Feb until early Nov 
(Meltofte I 975; Forchhammer 1990) and in Peary Land 
from Feb until Oct (Johnsen 1953). The populations in 
the low arctic region and the southern part of the high 
arctic region (as for north as Wollaston Forland and the 
Qaanaaq/Thule-area) usually resident, but may migrate in 
years with high population density (Salomonsen 1950a, 
I 967). Transglacial migration occurs (Salomonsen 
1979a). 

RAILS AND COOTS RALL/DAE 

Water Rail Ralf us aquaticus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Qaqortoq town, Oct 1906, ly 
(Schi0ler I 908). - Qassiarsuk, 7 Dec 1942 (Salomonsen 
1963), ly, skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godthab: Qeqertar­
suatsiaat/Fiskenresset, 20 Nov 1928, I y O' (Oldenow 
1933), skin in I. Southeast Greenland: One record: 
Ammassalik-area: Kulusuk/Kap Dan, autumn 1902, ly 
(Schi0ler 1908; Helms 1910), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The Greenland speci­
mens belong to the Icelandic ssp. hibemans (Salomonsen 
1963). 

Virginia Rail Rallus limicola 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nuuk/Godthab: 8 Oct 1907, ad. (H0rring & Salomonsen 
1941), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen refers to 
ssp. fimico/a (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 ), whose near­
est breeding grounds are in southeastern Canada. 

Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 

STATUS: Rare, mainly autumn vagrant. West Green­
land: Eleven records: Of the nine records mentioned by 
Salomonsen ( 1963), the eight are from the region be­
tween Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen 
and they occurred July until early Nov. However, the 9th 
record (from Aasiaat/Egedesminde) was actually a Sora 
Crake (see below). Five skins in ZMUC are all from the 
autumn and all are lys. New record: Maniitsoq/Suk­
kertoppen: Maniitsoq town, 30 May 1966 (A. Hansen in 
lilt.), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southern Scandinavia. 

Sora Crake Porzana carolina 

STATUS: Rare, mainly autumn vagrant. West Green­
land: 17 records in Apr-Oct. Salomonsen ( 1963) men-
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tioned nine records from the region between Qaqortoq/ 
Julianehab and Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen and two from 
Uummannaq. Nine of these are in ZMUC and all are I ys 
and from the autumn. Since then: Qaqortoq/Julianehab: 
Alluitsup Paa/Sydpr0ven, I June 1967 (W.J. Christensen 
in litt.), 2y 9, skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godthab: Utoq­
qamiut, 7 May I 962 (F.0. Kapel in litt.), ad. 9 /2y, skin 
in ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Atammik, 9 July 
1970 (Hansen 1971; RC 1975), ad. 9 /2y, skin in ZMUC. 
- Atammik, I Oct 1976 (H.J. Laursen in lilt.), skin in 
ZMUC. - Aasiaat/Egedesminde: without data, skin in 
local school (Hansen 1968b). - Aasiaat town, summer 
1944, skin in ZMUC (previously ascribed to Spotted 
Crake). 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastern and central Canada. 

Corn Crake Crex crex 

STATUS: Rare, mainly autumn vagrant. West Green­
land: 19 records: The majority are from the region be­
tween Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen 
and single records are from Aasiaat/Egedesminde and 
llulissat/Jakobshavn (Bay 1894; Salomonsen 1967). Most 
frequent in Sep and Oct, single records in Feb, May and 
July. All records listed by Salomonsen (1967) occurred 
before 1961 . Since then only one: Paamiut/Frederikshllb: 
Paamiut town, c. 10 Oct 1985 (H. Christoffersen in litt.). 
Southeast Greenland: Six records: Ammassalik-area: 
Sep 1901, Oct 1912 and 1921 (H0rring & Salomonsen 
1941). - Ammassalik town, 21 Sep 1939, shot (J. Rosing 
pers. comm.). - Kulusuk/Kap Dan, c. 25 Sep 1939, cap­
tured alive (J. Rosing pers. comm.). - Ammassalik town, 
6 Sep 1966, 9 , skin in Rijksmuseum Leiden (Molenaar 
1982). 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southern Scandinavia and the British Isles, 
where populations are seriously decreasing (Cramp & 
Simmons 1979). 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Six records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Qassimiut, 22 Sep 1908 (Salomon­
sen 1963, probably the same as mentioned by Schi0ler 
1926), ly, skin in ZMUC. - Nanortalik, May 1928, 2y O' 
(Oldenow 1933; Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. -
Narsaq, early Oct 1972 (R . Frerk in lilt.), I y, skin in 
ZMUC. - Narsarsuaq, autumn 1984, ly, skin in private 
collection (T. Duch pers. comm.) . - Nuuk: Nuuk town, 
early Nov 1993, ly, (H. Korning in lilt.). - Maniitsoq/ 
Sukkertoppen: Napassoq, Oct 1991, 2y (P. Grossmann in 
litt.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: All the specimens are the 
Nearctic ssp. cachi1111a11s, whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in northeastern USA and southeastern Cana­
da. 
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American Purple Gallinule Porphyrula 
martinica 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Paamiut/Frederikshab: Paamiut town, 20 Apr 1964 (Salo­
monsen 1967), ad. O', skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastern USA. 

Common Coot Fulica atra 

STATUS: Rare vagrant. West Greenland: Ten records 
from spring (Apr/May) and autumn (Oct-Dec): the ma­
jority are from Qaqortoq/Julianehab and single records 
are from Nuuk/Godthab and Uummannaq (Salomonsen 
1967). Eight skins in ZMUC are two ads (Nov and 
undated) and six ly/2y (May, Oct, Dec, autumn, spring 
and undated). Southeast Greenland: Ammassalik-area: 
Ammassalik town, 5 May 1914, ad. (Helms & Schil')ler 
1917), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Salomonsen ( 1967) as­
signed the specimens to ssp. atra, whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in southern Scandinavia and the British Isles. 

American Coot Fulica americana 

STATUS: Rare, mainly late autumn vagrant. West 
Greenland: Twelve records : Salomonsen ( 1967) men­
tioned seven autumn (Sep-Nov) records from the region 
between Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Nuuk/Godthiib and 
from Aasiaat/Egedesminde. Five of these are in ZMUC 
as skins. Five new records: Paamiut/Frederikshab: Paa­
miut Isblink, 29 May 1976, ad. (E. Hansen in lilt.), skin in 
private collection. - Paamiut town, 9 Nov 1991 (B. 
Knudsen pers. comm.). - Nuuk/Godthab: Kitsissut/Kook 
0erne, 21 Oct 1970 (Hansen 1971; RC 1975), skin in 
ZMUC. - Nuuk town, 7 Nov 1975 (Hansen 1977; RC 
1976;), skin in private collection. - Sisimiut/Holsteins­
borg: Sisimiut town, late Nov 1991, ly (P. Grossmann in 
litt.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Salomonsen (1967) as­
signed the specimens to ssp. americana, whose nearest 
breeding grounds are in central and southeastern Canada. 

CRANES GRUIDAE 

Common Crane Grus grus 

STATUS: Accidental. Northeast Greenland: One re­
cord: Th. Sl')rensen Land: Graben Land, 7 Aug 1988, 2y 
(RC 1990). 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Scandinavia. 
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Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis 

STATUS: Accidental. North Greenland: One record: 
Qaanaaq/Thule-area: Tasersuit 29 July and I Aug 1985, 
2y (Vaughan 1988; RC 1989). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The nearest breeding 
grounds are on Baffin and Devon Islands, where ssp. 
ccmadensis occurs. 

OYSTER CATCHERS 
HAEMATOPODIDAE 

Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 

STATUS: Rare vagrant. West Greenland: C. 25 records 
(Apr-Oct) . Most frequent in Qaqortoq/Julianchf1b. and 
recorded with decreasing frequency northwards as far as 
Ilulissat/Jakobshavn (Salomonsen 1981). Most frequent 
in Qaqortoq/Julianehab. Nine skins in ZMUC arc all in 
ad. plumage. Northeast Greenland: One record: Genna­
nia Land: Danmarkshavn, 27 June to 29 July 1975 (Mcl­
tofte 1977). Southeast Greenland: Four record, : Am­
massalik-area: Saputit in Sermilik, mid-July 1968 (Molc­
naar 1982). - Ammassalik town 1982-1986 two records 
without data (S . Jiirgensen in litt.). - Kangersittuaq: Aug 
1991, ad. shot, ringed as 3y in Norfolk, England. Aug 
1979 (ZMUC). 

SUBSPECIES: Salomonsen ( 1967) assigned the 
Greenland records to the Icelandic ssp. 111a/ac/111plwga. 
This ssp. is, however, not generally accepted (Cramp & 
Simmons 1983). 

ORIGIN: Palearctie species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Iceland. 

AVOCETS AND STILTS 
RECURVIROSTRIDAE 

American Avocet Recurvirostra america11a 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Ma­
niitsoq/Sukk.ertoppen: Uummannarsuaq/Kin of Sal. 2 
Nov 1937, ly (Hl'!rring & Salomonsen 1941), .,kin previ­
ously in I, but now probably lost. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the neareM breeding 
grounds in southern central Canada and ea:.tern USA 
(Scott 1983; Godfrey 1986). 

PLOVERS CHARADRIIDAE 

Great Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

STATUS: Widespread breeder and extralimital migrant. 
West Greenland: Probably fairly common breeder 
throughout the region . However, only known a~ common 
in the head of Nassuttooq/Nordre Strl')mfjord, the Kan-

Meddelelser om Grl')nland, Bioscience 38 • 1994 



gerlussuaq/S!ilndre Str!1)mfjord-area, the Qeqertarsuup Tu­
nua/Disko Bugt-area and Nuussuaq (Salomonsen 1981; 
Fox 1987; Bennike 1990; Frimer & Nielsen 1990; Frimer 
1992; K. Rosing-Asvid pers. comm.). During spring and 
autumn migrants are seen in small numbers throughout 
the region. North Greenland: Common breeder in the 
Qaanaaq/Thule-area and central Peary Land, very few in 
western Peary Land and coastal areas of Kronprins Chri­
stian Land, and apparently missing in the region between 
Avannarliit/lnglefield Land and Nares Land (Salomonsen 
1981; Meltofte 1976a; Hakansson et al. 1981; Hjort et al. 
1983, 1988; Dietz & Andersen 1984; Bennike & Kelly 
1986; Vaughan 1988). Reported density: 5 pairs/8.6 km2 

at J!ilrgen Br!ilnlund Fjord in Peary Land in 1973 (Meltofte 
1976a). Northeast Greenland: Abundant and wide­
spread breeder with densities of up to 8.2 territorial 
pairs/km2• Most numerous in Wollaston Farland and Ger­
mania Land (Meltofte 1985; Boertmann et al. 1991 ). 
Southeast Greenland: Breeding has been reported from 
the Ammassalik-area (Helms 1926; H!1)rring 1939) and it 
breeds probably in small numbers along the coast be­
tween Ammassalik and Nunap lsua/Kap Farve! (Salo­
monsen 1967). However, Knudsen (1935a) did not report 
the species from Kangerlussuatsiaq/Lindenow Fjord. 

SUBSPECIES: The breeding population in Greenland 
refers to the nominate ssp. hiaticula (Salomonsen 1963). 

HABITAT: High arctic populations breed in tundra 
areas, particularly where vegetation-less areas alternate 
with more lush areas (Meltofte 1985). In West Greenland 
usually in riverbeds and inland dunes (e.g. Fox 1987). 

POPULATION: Meltofte (1985) estimated the high 
arctic breeding population in Greenland at 24,500 pairs. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory with winter quarters in 
tropical western Africa (Meltofte 1985). They arrive in 
the high arctic region late May and depart early July 
through early Sep, ads first (Meltofte 1985). In the low 
arctic arrival is some weeks earlier and departure is dur­
ing Aug (Frimer 1992); juvs may stay until late Oct (e.g. 
Pihl 1976). 

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Ma­
niitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, 4 July 1901, ad. 
9 (Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. 

REMARK: Salomonsen ( 1950a) reported two more 
records, but later he recognized (unpubl.) that these speci­
mens were wrongly identified. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds on southern Baffin Island. 

Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qe­
qertarsuaq/Godhavn: Qeqertarsuaq town, 13 Nov 1940 
(Salomonsen 1963), ly, skin in ZMUC. 
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SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen refers to 
ssp. vociferus (Salomonsen 1963), whose nearest breed­
ing grounds are in central and southeastern Canada. 

Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Narsaq, 23 May 1948, ad. a (Salo­
monsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in northwestern China (Hayman et al. 1986). 

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qe­
qertarsuaq/Godhavn: 16 Sep 1940, I y, skin in Museum of 
Natural History, Ottawa (Rand 1947). Northeast Green­
land: One record: Liverpool Land: Ittaajimmiit/Kap 
Hope, 2 Sep 1928, I y h (Pedersen 1930), skin in ZMUC. 
Southeast Greenland: One record: Ammassalik-area: I 
Oct 1932, ly h, skin in Museum of Natural History, 
Leiden (H!ilrring & Salomonsen 1941 ). 

ORIGIN: Mainly Palearctic species, with the nearest 
breeding grounds in western Alaska and on Yamat Penin­
sula in arctic Siberia (Hayman et al. 1986). 

American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica 

STATUS: Vagrant and occasional breeder. West Green­
land: Rare, but probably annual vagrant particularly in 
the Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt-area (May-early 
July, occasionally -Aug), and in the region from Nuuk/ 
Godthab to Paamiut/Frederikshab (Sep) (Salomonsen 
1981 ). North Greenland: Salomonsen (1981) reported 
only one record, from Avannarliit/lnglefield Land: Iita/ 
Etah 1935. Now, several records including one breeding 
record are known: Qaanaaq/Thule-area: Uummannaq/ 
Dundas, 12 June 1974, ad. (B. Gissel!il in litt.). - Narsaar­
suk, Aug 1982, two ads with pull. (M. Andersen in litt.). -
Tasersuit, 3 July 1984, ad. in display (Vaughan 1988). -
Same site, 27 and 29 July 1985, two ads (Vaughan 1988; 
M. Lea in litt.). - Same site, 31 July 1986 (Vaughan 
1988). Northeast Greenland: One record: Hold With 
Hope: Myggbukta, 24 May 1982, ad. (Elander & Blom­
qvist 1986; RC 1982-84). 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species with the nearest regular 
breeding grounds on Baffin and Devon Islands. 

European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 

STATUS: Vagrant and local breeder. West Greenland: 
Fairly frequent vagrant in the region between Qaqortoq/ 
Julianehab and Nuuk/Godthab. More irregular and rare 
further north to the Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt-area. 
In Apr-June (occasionally -Aug) ad. birds and in Sep/Oct 
(occasionally -Dec) lys (Salomonsen 1967). North 
Greenland: One record: Peary Land: K!illen, near J!1)rgen 
Br!ilnlund Fjord, 20 June 1979, pair (Hjort 1982). North-
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east Greenland: Local breeder in Jameson Land and 
Liverpool Land (Korte 1975; Hansen undated) and prob­
ably in southwestern Scoresby Land (Hall 1966; Boert­
mann et al. 1985). Summer vagrant as far north as Hoch­
stetter Farland and Germania Land (Meltofte 1975; Mel­
tofte et al. 1981 a; Elander & Blomqvist 1986; Boertmann 
et al. 1991 ). Southeast Greenland: Annual spring and 
summer vagrant (late Apr-Aug) at least in the Ammassa­
lik-area (Helms 1926; Salomonsen 1967; Alerstam et al. 
1984; S. JUrgensen in litt.). 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat in Jameson Land is 
rather dry slopes with dwarf-shrub vegetation (Korte 
1975). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. The Greenland Golden 
Plovers probably spend the winter in western Europe. 

ORIGIN: The vagrants probably have their origin in 
Iceland, where the species is a common breeder. 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

STATUS: Vagrant and occasional breeder. West Green­
land: Until 1981 c. 50 records (Salomonsen 1981 ). In 
spring and summer ads are particularly frequent (some­
times in flocks) in the Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt­
area and southern Uummannaq. In autumn lys are re­
corded in the region from Qaqortoq/Julianehab to Sisi­
miut/Holsteinsborg (Salomonsen 1981 ). In eastern Qe­
qertarsuaq/Godhavn territorial birds have been seen in 
the summers of 1989 and 1990, and breeding was proved 
in 1991 (Frimer & Nielsen 1990; Frimer 1991b). North 
Greenland: Two records from the Qaanaaq/Thule-area 
(Vaughan 1988; M. Lea in litt.): Pituffik/Thule air base, 
24 July 1983. - Tasiussaq/Drown Bugt, I O July 1984, 
three indvs. Northeast Greenland: Six records: Jameson 
Land: Heden, July 1983, ad. 9 /2y. - Same site, Aug 
1983, 2y. - Same site, 26 July 1984 (all Boertmann et al. 
1985; RC 1982-84). - Geographical Society 0: Kap 
MacClintock, 8 June 1984 (B. Sittler pers. comm.). -
Adam af Bremen Dai, 9 July 1984 (B. Sittler pers. 
comm.). - Hold With Hope: Carlshavn, 24 June 1923, ad. 
O' (Salomonsen 1935a), skin in ZMUC. Southeast 
Greenland: One record: Region between 63° and 64°N: 
Akerninnarmiit/Skjoldungen, 18 Sep 1887, ly, wing pre­
served in NKA. Pedersen ( 1930) mentioned a record 
without date from 66°N tat. This was not accepted by 
Salomonsen ( 1935a or later). 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat was a poorly vege­
tated plain close to salt marsh and a coastal lagoon 
(Frimer 1991b). 

ORIGIN: Ne- and Palearctic species, with the nearest 
breeding grounds on Baffin and Devon Islands and west­
ern arctic Russia. 

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 

STATUS: Rare vagrant. West Greenland: C. 23 records 
(Oct-Apr) until 1981 . Most frequent in Qaqortoq/Juliane­
hab, but recorded as far north as Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen 
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(Salomonsen 1981; T. Duch in litt., B. Knudsen pers. 
comm.). Some records concerned flocks of up to 15 
indvs. Northeast Greenland: One record: Germania 
Land, Danmarkshavn, 20-26 June 1969 (Meltofte 1975). 
Southeast Greenland: Three or four records: Ammassa­
lik-area: Ammassalik town, 11 Dec 1902 (Helms 1926; 
but not identified with certainty). - Same site, 8 Dec 
1933, ad. O' (Salomonsen 1935b), skin in ZMUC. -
Same site, 8 Mar 199 I, ten indvs (S. JUrgensen in litt.). -
Same site, 30 Oct 1991 (S . JUrgensen in Iitt.) . 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Scandinavia and the British Isles. 

SANDPIPERS AND SNIPE 
SCOLOPACIDAE 

Red Knot Calidris canutus 

STATUS: Widespread high arctic breeder, wide~pread 
passage visitor and extralimital migrant. West Green­
land: Widespread but sparse migrant in spring (June) and 
autumn (mid-July until late Aug). Most common from 
Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn and northwards (e.g. Dyck 1965; 
Ballegard 1979; Boertmann 1979; Kampp & Kristen~cn 
1980b; Frimer 1992). North Greenland: Breeds in most 
parts of the region, usually in rather small number~ (Mcl­
tofte 1976a; Hakansson et al. I 981; Aastrup et al. 1986: 
Bennike & Kelly 1986; Hjort 1986; Vaughan 1988). 
Northeast Greenland: Breeds from Liverpool Land and 
Jameson Land and northwards. However, the ~outhcrn 
limit of the breeding range in the interior parts of Kangcr­
tiitivaq/Scoresby Sund is not known. Absent from large 
areas and only locally common for example on the ,outh 
coast of Germania Land (Meltofte 1975; Boertmann et al. 
1990). Breeding densities of up to 0.49 pair~/km1 arc 
recorded (Meltofte 1985; Boertmann et al. 1991 ). South­
east Greenland: Migrants have been recorded in ,pring. 
summer and autumn at Akerninnarmiit/Skjoldungcn, in 
the Ammassalik-area, in Kangersittuaq and in Migip 
Kangersiva/Miki Fjord (Helms 1926; Degerb~I & M1-lhl­
Hansen I 935; Himing 1939; Ray 1973; Molenaar 1982; 
Alerstam et al. 1986; Gravlund 1991; Glahdcr 1992). 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland population belongs to 
ssp. islandica (Cramp & Simmons 1983). 

HABITAT: Breeds in dwarf-shrub heath. Sometimes at 
higher elevations than other waders (Hakan~son et al. 
1981; Bennike & Kelly 1986). 

POPULATION: The Greenland breeding population i~ 
estimated at I 0,000 pairs (Meltofte 1985). 

MOVEMENTS : Migratory and winters in Northwest 
Europe. Arrives at the breeding grounds during late May 
and early June, and departs from late July until late Aug, 
ads first (Meltofte 1985). Populations from northeastcrn 
arctic Canada migrate during spring across the icecap 
between the Ammassalik-area and the Qeqertarsuup Tu­
nua/Disko Bugt-area (Alerstam et al. 1990). 
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Sanderling Calidris alba 

STATUS: Widespread high arctic breeder, widespread 
passage visitor and extralimital migrant. West Green­
land: In spring, migrants occur north of Nuussuaq, while 
summer visitors and autumn migrants are widespread. 
However, most frequent from Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn and 
northwards (Dyck 1965; Pihl 1976; Hansen 1977; Balle­
gard 1979; Salomonsen 1981; Frimer 1992). North 
Greenland: Probably widespread breeder: Common in 
Peary Land where the density in 1973 was 0.35 pairs/km2 

in an area in the southern part (Meltofte 1985); more 
scarce in the western region and in the Qaanaaq/Thule­
area (Hakansson et al. 1981; Salomonsen 1981 ; Hjort et 
al. 1983, 1988; Bennike & Kelly 1986; Vaughan 1988). 
Northeast Greenland: Abundant breeder in the region 
from Jameson Land and Liverpool Land and northwards 
(Salomonsen 1981; Meltofte 1985). The southern limit of 
the breeding range in the interior parts of Kangertiitivaq/ 
Scoresby Sund is not known. Densities in selected areas 
have been recorded at 0.07- 3.2 pairs/km1 (Meltofte 1985; 
Boertmann et al. 1991 ). Southeast Greenland: Rare 
spring migrant in the Ammassalik-area (Salomonsen 
1981 ). Alerstam et al. ( 1984) mentioned two records from 
May and June 1982. During autumn migration common 
south as far as Kangersittuaq (Degerb!ill & M!ilhl-Hansen 
1935; H!ilrring 1939), rare further south (Salomonsen 
1981). One record from the Ammassalik-area in Aug 
(Ray 1973). 

HABITAT: Breeds often on dry fell-fields, solifluctous 
soils etc., but also in more fertile and moist habitats. 

POPULATION: Meltofte ( 1985) estimated the Green­
land breeding population at 17,000 pairs. 

MOVEMENTS: The majority of the population prob­
ably winter in tropical West Africa (Meltofte 1985). Ar­
rival at the breeding grounds takes place during late May 
and early June and departure during late July and late 
Aug (Meltofte 1985). See also Gudmundsson & Lind­
str\ilm ( 1992) for spring migration in SW Iceland. In West 
Greenland ads are seen mid-July through late Aug and 
juvs mid-Aug through Sep (Frimer 1992); an unusual late 
record occurred in Nov in Nuuk/Godthab (Hansen 1977). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Aa­
siaat/Egedesminde: Angissat, Kitsissunnguit/Grli)nne Ej­
land, 30 June-13 July 1980, 1-3 indvs (RC 1981). 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds on southern Baffin Island. 

Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii 

STATUS: Accidental. Northeast Greenland: Two re­
cords from Jameson Land: Innakajik/Kap Steward, 21 
July 1974 (Meltofte 1976a; RC 1975). - Same site, 12 
July 1988, two indvs (Korte 1988). 
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ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Scandinavia. 

Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Aasiaat/Egedesminde: lkamiut, I June 196 I, ad. O' (Sa­
lomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Qeqertarsuaq/God­
havn: Kangerluk/Diskofjord, Aug 1878 (Kumlien 1879). 
- Uummannaq: Niaqornaq, spring 1867, ad. (Winge 
1898), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Newfoundland and central Canada. 

White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis 

STATUS: Summer and autumn vagrant usually at low 
coasts and lagoons. West Greenland: Regular summer 
visitor (June/July) at least in the Qeqertarsuup Tunua/ 
Disko Bugt-area, where flocks of up to 25 indvs have 
been reported (Ballegard 1979; Salomonsen 1981; Ben­
nike 1990; RC 1977- 78, 1981 , 1982- 84; Frimer 1993a). 
Elsewhere recorded throughout the region until Oct, most 
frequent in Paamiut/Frederikshab. Until 1991 c. 33 re­
cords concerning at least 66 indvs have been reported . Of 
the 16 skins in ZMUC, 13 from autumn are all lys and 
three from June are ads. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds on Baffin and Devon Islands. 

Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii 

STATUS: Local high arctic breeder and extralimital mi­
grant. West Greenland: Only a few records: Nuuk/Godt­
hab: Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fiskenresset, 14 Sep 1902, I y 
(H!ilrring & Salomonsen 1941 ). - Nuuk town, 27 Sep 
1970 (0.8 . Hansen in lilt.). - Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn: 
Qaamassoq/Flakkerhuk, 24 July 1983, ad. (Nordin 1985; 
RC 1982-84). North Greenland: Breeds in the Qaanaaq/ 
Thule-area, Avannarliit/Inglefield Land and perhaps in 
southern Washington Land (Salomonsen 1950a; Vaughan 
1988; Dambach undated). Very rare outside this region: 
Peary Land: J0rgen Br0nlund Fjord, 27 June and 16 July 
1973, two indvs (Meltofte 1976b; RC 1973). - Kronprins 
Christian Land: Kilen, 23 Aug 1985, two I ys (Hjort et al. 
1988). 

MOVEMENTS: The winter quarters are in South 
America. In Qaanaaq/Thule migrants (probably juvs) oc­
cur during Sep until mid-Oct (RC 1989). 

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 

STATUS: Rare vagrant and occasional breeder. West 
Greenland: H0rring & Salomonsen (1941) mentioned 
twelve records: four in Qaqortoq/Julianehab, four in Paa­
miut/Frederikshab, two in Nuuk/Godthab, one in Maniit­
soq/Sukkertoppen and one in Upernavik; all from June or 
Sep and with the most recent record in 1907. Since then: 
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Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn, Qaamassoq/Flakkerhuk, 18- 19 
July 1983, pair with pull. (Nordin 1985; RC 1982- 84). -
R0de Elv, Qeqertarsuaq town, 14 Aug 1984 (RC 1982-
84). Northeast Greenland: Four records: Hole.I With 
Hope: Myggbukta, 4 June 1979 (Elander & Blomqvist 
1986; RC 1981). - Same site, 24 May-10 June 1982, one 
or two indvs (Elander & Blomqvist 1986; RC 1982- 84). 
- Germania Land: Danmarkshavn, I 3 June I 975 (Mel­
tofte 1977; RC I 975). - Same site, 9 June 1990, ad. (J. 
Graugaard pers. comm.). 

ORIGIN: The nearest regular breeding grounds are on 
Devon Island in Canada. 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

STATUS: Accidental. North Greenland: One record: 
Peary Land: J0rgen Br0nlund Fjord, 12 June 1966, ad . 
shot (Just 1967; RC 1965-69). 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds on Taimyr Peninsula in arctic Siberia. 

Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima 

STATUS: Widespread mainly low arctic breeder and in­
traregional to extralimital migrant. West Greenland: 
Fairly common breeder throughout the region and com­
mon winter visitor in the Open Water Region. Reported 
densities: 20 pairs/20 km2 in Nuuk/Godthab in 1928 
(Longstaff 1932); 8 pairs/750 km2 in interior Aasiaat/ 
Egedesminde in 1979 (Fox & Stroud 1981 ); 7-9 
pairs/1.52 km2 in Ilulissat/Jakobshavn in 1964 (Joensen 
& Preuss 1972). North Greenland: Scarce breeder in the 
southern and central parts of the Qaanaaq/Thule-area. 
Stragglers have been recorded as far north as Washington 
Land and perhaps Hall Land (Bessels 1879; Salomonsen 
1950a). Rare vagrant to the eastern part: Peary Land: Kap 
K0benhavn, 17 July 1986 (Bennike & Higgins 1989). -
Kronprins Christian Land: Station Nord, I I Aug 1978, 
two ads (Hakansson et al. 1981 ). Northeast Greenland: 
Vagrant and irregular breeder along the outer coast as far 
north as Gennania Land (Meltofte et al. 1981a). South­
east Greenland: Probably widespread, but scarce 
breeder as far north as Kangersittuaq . 

HABITAT: Breeds on heath and marsh. In the high 
arctic, usually close to the coast where the birds often 
feed in the intertidal zone (Meltofte et al. 1981 a). In 
continental parts of Aasiaat/Egedesminde breeding habi­
tats were found at elevations between 400 and 600 m asl. 
(Fox 1987). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory or dispersive. Many winter 
in the littoral zone of the Open Water Region. Some 
migrate to the British Isles and Iceland. Arrives at the low 
arctic breeding grounds in early Apr/early May (Salo­
monsen 1950a; Kam pp & Kristensen I 980b) and on the 
high arctic breeding grounds in late May/early June (Mel­
tofte 1985). Departs breeding grounds during Aug (Salo­
monsen 1967). 
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Dunlin Calidris alpina 

STATUS: Regional high and low arctic breeder and extra­
limital migrant. West Greenland: Vagrant and occa­
sional breeder. Salomonsen (1967) mentioned five re­
cords from May and June (four in the region Qaqortoq/ 
Julianehab to Paamiut/Frederikshab, one in Uumman­
naq). New records: Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Narsarsuaq 
airport, June 1970, three indvs (Dornbach 1971 ). - Same 
site, five records concerning 16 indvs and one breeding 
record in the months June, July and Aug 1985- 87 (RC 
1986- 87). - Aasiaat/Egedesminde: Off the coast, I I May 
1972, dead on ship (L. Danver in litt.). - Kitsissunnguit/ 
Gr0nne Ejland, several records af ads in July 1974, 1975 
and 1980 (Ballegard 1979; RC 1977- 78, 1981 ). - Qeqer­
tarsuaq/Godhavn: Qullisat, 14 Aug I 978, two inc.lv:,, 
(Kampp & Kristensen 1980b). - Qaamassoq/Flakkcrhuk, 
24-30 June and 9 July I 99 I, ad . (Frimer 1993a) - Umn­
mannaq: Kuussuaq, Nuussuaq, 6 July 1989, ad . and 
breeding suspected (Bennike 1990). North Greenland: 
Rare but probably annual summer vagrant to Peary Land 
(Meltofte 1976b; Hjort 1986), also recorded in J.C. Chri­
stensen Land (Bennike & Higgins 1989). Northeast 
Greenland: Common breeder between Barclay Bugt on 
the northern Kialiip Kialia/Blosseville Kyst and Hertugen 
af Orleans Land, with densities in selected areas ranging 
from 0.13 to 5.7 pairs/ km2 (Degerb0l & M0hl-Han:-.cn 
1935; Meltofte I 985; Boertmann et al. I 991 ). Southeast 
Greenland: Breeds in the Ammassalik-area (l-1\irring 
1939; Salomonsen 1981), and migrants occur during au­
tumn in northern part of region. 

SUBSPECIES: The Northeast Greenland population is 
ssp. arctica (Schi0ler 1922). The population in the Am­
massalik-area is refeITed to ssp. schi11~ii (Helm:-. 1926: 
H0rring 1939; Salomonsen 1950a), as were the breeding 
birds in Qaqortoq/Julianehab (RC 1986- 87). Mo:,, t of the 
vagrant :-. in Aasiaat/Egedesminde and Qeqertar,uaq/God­
havn have been the Nearctic ssp. lwdsonia (pacif1rn in a 
wide sense) (Salomonsen I 98 I; RC 1977- 78: Frimer 
1993a; K. Kampp pers. comm.) , whose nearest breeding 
grounds are on the Melville Peninsula in arctic Canada. 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat is luxuriant niar,he:,, 
(Meltofte 1985). Vagrants occur at low coa~h and la­
goons. 

POPULATION: Meltofte (1985) estimated the high 
arctic population in Greenland at 5,000 pair:.. 

MOVEMENTS: Both the high arctic and the low arctic 
populations winter in tropical West Africa. Arri val at the 
breeding grounds takes place during late May/early June 
and departure late July through late Aug, ad:. fir:.t (Mel­
tofte 1985). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subrt(ficollis 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Nuuk town, 21 Oct 1977 (E. Hansen in 
litt.), skin in private collection. 
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ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds on Devon Island. 

Ruff Philomachus pugnax 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Five records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Nanortalik, late I 9th century, 9 
(Salomonsen 1963). - Narsaq, I Oct 1950, I y et (Salo­
monsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godthab: Kangeq, 
autumn 1919, ly et (Salomonsen 1963). - Sisimiut/ 
Holsteinsborg: Ikertooq, 11 June 1957 (Salomonsen 
1963), ad. et , skin in ZMUC. - Upernavik: June 1925, 
ad. et (Salomonsen 1963). Northeast Greenland: One 
record: Traill 0, Karupelv, 20 Aug 1982, 9 (B. Sittler 
pers. comm.). Southeast Greenland: One record: Am­
massalik-area: Kulusuk, 25 Aug 1989, ad. et (RC 1990). 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Scandinavia. 

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 

STATUS and SUBSPECIES: Vagrant with three ssp. 
West Greenland: Eleven records: Salomonsen ( 1967) 
mentioned six (June-Nov) from the region between Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab and Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen and from 
Upernavik. Only one was ssp. galfinago and the rest ssp. 
delicata. Since then: Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Qaqortoq 
town, 3 Nov 1970, ssp. delicata (Zobbe 1973; RC 1971 ), 
skin in ZMUC. - Narsaq town, 12-13 July 1993, display­
ing (H. Korning pers. comm.). - Nuuk/Godthab: Qeqer­
tarsuatsiaat/Fiskenresset, spring or summer 1986, skin in 
private collection (T. Duch in lilt.). - Maniitsoq/Suk­
kertoppen: Maniitsoq town, 12 May 1967, ssp. delicata 
(A. Hansen in litt.), skin in ZMUC. - Sisimiut/Holsteins­
borg: Eqalummiut Nunaat, summer 1979, several indvs, 
some displaying, ssp.faeroensis/galfinago (Fox & Stroud 
1981; T. Fox pers. comm.). Northeast Greenland: Three 
records : Liverpool Land: Rosenvinge Bugt, 26 May 
1929, ssp. galfi11ago (Pedersen 1930), skin in ZMUC . -
Ittoqqortoormiit/Scoresbysund, mid-Oct 1976, several 
indvs (B. Christensen in litt.; N. Kromann in lilt.). -
Germania Land: Danmarkshavn, 31 May 1988, probably 
ssp. faeroensis (Forchhammer 1990). Southeast Green­
land: More or less annual vagrant (May and Sep-Nov) in 
the Ammassalik-area and probably elsewhere in the re­
gion (Knudsen 1935a, 1935b; Gitz-Johansen 1938; Salo­
monsen 198 I; S. Jilrgensen in lilt.). Salomonsen (1967) 
mentioned eleven records of which three were delicata, 
three faeroensis and one galfinago (H~rring & Salomon­
sen 1941). S. Jilrgensen (in Iitt.) reported nine observa­
tions of at least eleven indvs in the years 1974- 1979: one 
specimen, in ZMUC, from 9 May I 975 was galfinago. 
However, he saw none during 1982-1988. 

ORIGIN: The Palearctic ssp. galfinago has its nearest 
breeding grounds in the British Isles and Scandinavia, 
ssp.faeroensis in Iceland and the Nearctic ssp. delicata in 
Newfoundland. 
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HABITAT: Usually fertile marshes (e.g. Fox & Stroud 
1981). 

Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus 
sco/opaceus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Qeqertarsuaq/ 
Godhavn: Kangerluk/Diskofjord, Sep 1967 (Aa. Meyer 
pers. comm.), juv., skin in private collection. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Alaska and the extreme northwestern Canada. 

Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: 1940, 1941 or 1942 (Salomonsen 
1963), ly, skin in ZMUC. Southeast Greenland: Two 
records: Ammassalik-area: Sermilik, 5 Oct 1906 (Helms 
1926), Iy, skin in ZMUC. - Ammassalik town, 17 Nov 
1974 (S. Jilrgensen in litt.). 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Scandinavia and the British Isles. 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Six records: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Nanortalik, 23 June 1969, ad. (J . Bo­
vin in litt.). - Qaqortoq town, spring 1982, ad. (K. Niel­
sen in lilt.). - Nuuk/Godthab: Narsaq, 17 May I 955, ad. 
9 (Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk town, late 
Mar 1964, ad. (J. Kreutzmann in litt.), skin in ZMUC. -
Nuuk town, 8 May 1978, ad. (E. Hansen in litt.), skin in 
private collection. - Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg: 2 July 1928, 
ad. Cf (Oldenow 1933), skin previously in I, but now 
probably lost. Northeast Greenland: One record: Jame­
son Land: Nerlerit Inaat/Constable Pynt, 2-4 Sep 1987, 
ad. (Mortensen et al. 1988; RC I 990). Southeast Green­
land: One record: Ammassalik-area: Ammassalik town, 
25 May 1988 (S. Jtirgensen in lilt. ). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Specimens in ZMUC are 
all ssp. islandica, which breeds in Iceland and winters in 
the British Isles. 

REMARK: Winge ( 1898) mentioned two more records 
from southern West Greenland. They were, however, 
considered as dubious by Salomonsen (1963). 

Eskimo Curlew Numenius borealis 

STATUS: Previously accidental. West Greenland: Five 
autumn records (Aug and Sep) are known from the region 
between Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Aasiaat/Egedesminde; 
the most recent in 1882 (Winge 1898). All are kept as 
skins in ZMUC and all are I ys. 
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ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in northwestern Canada. Considered extinct, but 
Hayman et al. (1986) referred to recent sightings of 
migrants in the USA. 

Whimbrel Numenius plweopus 

STATUS: Vagrant and local breeder. West Greenland: 
Rather frequent vagrant (May-Aug occasionally -Oct) in 
the region between Qaqortoq/Julianehil.b and Nuuk/Godt­
hab, more scarce northwards as far as Uummannaq (Salo­
monsen 1981 ). North Greenland: One record: Qaanaaq/ 
Thule-area: Siorapaluup Kangerlua/Robertson Fjord, 
summer 1932, I y (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 }, skin in 
ZMUC. Northeast Greenland: Local breeder in Jame­
son Land and rare summer vagrant as far north as Hold 
With Hope (Hall & Waddingham 1966; Meltofte 1976a; 
Boertmann et al. 1985; Elander & Blomqvist 1986; RC 
1982-84). Southeast Greenland: Probably annual va­
grant (late Apr-early June, occasionally -July and Oct), at 
least in the Ammassalik-area (H0rring & Salomonsen 
1941; S. Jtirgensen in litt.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Two ssp. occurs. The 
Westpalearctic ssp. plweopus is the most frequent and the 
breeding population belongs to this. The Nearctic ssp. 
h11dso11icus, whose nearest breeding grounds are along 
the southern and eastern coast of Hudson Bay, has been 
recorded six times in West Greenland in the region be­
tween Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Ilulissat/Jakobshavn. The 
record from the Qaanaaq/Thule-area refer also to this ssp. 
The most recent record of this ssp. occurred in 1932. 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat in Jameson Land is 
moist dwarf-shrub heath (Boertmann et al. 1985). 

POPULATION: Less than 50 pairs breed in Jameson 
Land. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory and winters probably in 
West Africa, like the Icelandic population. 

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Nanortalik, 16 Nov 1915 (Helms & 
Schi0ler 1917), ad., skin in ZMUC. - Aasiaat/Egedes­
minde: Ikamiut, 2 Sep 1963 (J. Petersen in litt.), ad. O', 
skin in ZMUC. Northeast Greenland: One record: Wol­
laston Forland: Zackenberg, 15 Aug 1980 (Sellar et al. 
1980; W.J. Higgs in litt.). Southeast Greenland: One 
record: Ammassalik-area: Ammassalik town, 23 Aug 
1913, ly O' (Helms & Schi0ler 1917), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Scandinavia and the British Isles. 

Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nuuk/Godthil.b: Nuuk town, 21 May 1923, ad. 9 (J0r­
gensen 1923), skin in ZMUC. 
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ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in central and southeastern Canada. 

Common Redshank Tringa totanus 

STATUS: Spring and summer vagrant. West Greenland: 
Four records: Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Alluitsup Paa/Syd­
pr0ven, 4 Apr 1975 (Pihl 1976; RC 1976). - Narsarsuaq, 
6 June 1987 (RC 1986-87). - Aasiaat/Egedesminde: Ika­
miut, 23 June, 1964 (J. Petersen in litt.), ad., skin in 
ZMUC.- Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn: Aqajarua/Mudderbug­
ten, 10 June 1949, ad. O' (Salomonsen 1963), ~kin in 
ZMUC. Northeast Greenland: Nine records : Liverpool 
Land: Nuua/Kap Swainson, 11 Aug 1973 (Korte et al. 
1981). - Krerelv, 21-22 July 1975 (Korte et al. 1981). -
Jameson Land: lnnakajik/Kap Steward, 24-25 June 1973 
(Korte 1973). - Nerlerit Inaat/Constable Pynt, 14 June 
1975 (Korte et al. 1981). - Same site, 21 Aug 1987. four 
indvs (Mortensen et al. 1988). - Scoresby Land: Me~ler~­
vig, 19 May 1976 (Meltofte et al. 1981 a). Hold With 
Hope: Myggbukta, 24 June 1937 (Bird & Bird 1941 ). -
Same site, 19 May 1947, skin in Stavanger Mu\cum 
(Holgersen 1957). - Wollaston Forland: Zackenbcrg, 25 
Aug 1947 (M0hl-Hansen 1949). Southeast Greenland: 
Three records: Ammassalik-area: Amitsuar~ik, 29 May 
1902 (Helms 1926). - Ammassalik town, 24 Apr 1909 
(Helms 1926). - Qeertaalanngivaq in inner Scrmilik. 31 
May 1982 (Alcrstam et al. 1984). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Both specimen~ in 
ZMUC are ssp. robusra, which breeds in Iceland. One of 
these has previously been assigned to ssp. rora1111.1 (Salo­
monsen 1963). The 1939 specimen from Hold With I-lope 
is also ssp. robusra (Holgersen 1957). 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Qerqertarsuaq/Godhavn: 24 May 1979, ad., skin 111 pri­
vate collection (Kam pp & Kristensen 1980b; RC 1985 ). 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearc~t hreeding 
grounds in Scandinavia and Scotland. 

Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Qoornoq, 2 Sep 1931, ad. O' (Salomon­
sen 1963), skin in ZMUC. North Greenland: Two re­
cords from the Qaanaaq/Thule-area: Uummannaq/Dun­
das, 29 July 1917, ad. O' (H0rring & Salomon~en 1941 ). 
skin in ZMUC. - Same site, 24 May I 96 I, ad. O', skin in 
Museum of Natural History, Arhus (Mortensen 1965). 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest brecdino 
. e 

grounds m Newfoundland. 

Lesser Yellow legs Tringa flavipes 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two record~: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Nanortalik, late 19th century, ly 
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(Winge 1898), skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godthab: 16 Aug 
1916, ad. O' (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941), skin in 
ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in central and northwestem Canada. 

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Kangeq, I Aug 1878, 9 (Winge 1898). 
- Nuuk town, 9 Aug 1931 (Salomonsen 1963), ad., skin 
in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Newfoundland. 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

STATUS: Accidental. Northeast Greenland: One re­
cord: Hold With Hope: Myggbukta, 17 June 1979 (Elan­
der & Blomqvist 1986; RC 1981). 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Scandinavia. 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Five records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Nanortalik, Tuapaat, 18 Apr 1901, 
ad. (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 ), skin in ZMUC. -
Nuuk/Godthab: Saarloq, 27 Sep 1902, ly (H0rring & 
Salomonsen 1941 ), skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk town, I Nov 
1973, I y (RC 1975), in private collection. - Nuuk town, 
27 Oct 1976 (RC 1977-78), ly 9, skin in ZMUC. -
Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: 25 Sep 1963, ly, skin in private 
collection (A. Hansen in lilt.). 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Newfoundland. 

REMARK: An observation from Qaqortoq/Julianehab: 
Itilleq at Igaliku/Igaliko, 6 Sep 1989 concerned this spe­
cies or the European Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleu­
cos (RC 1990). 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria inte,pres 

STATUS: Widespread mainly high arctic breeder, wide­
spread passage visitor and extralimital migrant. West 
Greenland: Spring migrant and summer visitor (May­
July) in the Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt-area and 
northwards (Salomonsen 1967). Usually common and 
widespread autumn (late July-Sep) migrant (e.g. Pihl 
1976; Frimer 1992). One winter record: Nuuk/Godthab: 
Nuuk town, 11 Jan 1979 (E. Hansen in litt.). Local 
breeder in eastern part of Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn and in 
Uummannaq (Salomonsen 1967; Nordin 1985; Frimer 
1993a). North Greenland: Breeds throughout the region 
but is probably scarce in the Qaanaaq/Thule-area (Thing 
1976; Salomonsen 1981; Hakansson et al. 1981; Dietz & 
Andersen 1984; Bennike & Kelly 1986; Hjort 1986; 
Vaughan 1988; Dornbach undated). A census was carried 
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out in southern Peary Land: 8 pairs/8.6 km2 in 1973 
(Meltofte 1976b). Northeast Greenland: Breeds 
throughout the region, with densities in selected areas of 
up to 4.4 pairs/km2 (Meltofte 1985; Boertmann et al. 
1991 ). The southern limit of the breeding range in the 
interior parts of Kangertiitivaq/Scoresby Sund is not 
known. Southeast Greenland: Common autumn migrant 
on the Kialiip Kialia/Blosseville Kyst (Degerb0l & M0hl­
Hansen 1935; H0rring 1939) and occurs as spring and 
autumn migrant in the Ammassalik-area (Helms 1926; 
Ray 1973; Alerstam et al. 1986). Populations from north­
eastern arctic Canada migrates during spring across the 
icecap between the Ammassalik-area and the Qeqertar­
suup Tunua/Disko Bugt-area (Alerstam et al. 1990). 

SUBSPECIES: The high arctic population belongs to 
the nominate ssp. arenaria. The population in Qeqer­
tarsuaq/Godhavn belongs probably to ssp. 111ori11e/la (Sa­
lomonsen 1967; Frimer & Nielsen 1990). 

HABITAT: Breeds in tundra areas with high vegetation 
cover and occurs during migration along the shore. 

POPULATION: The high arctic population in Green­
land has been estimated at 11,300 pairs (Meltofte 1985), 
but this number is probably too low (Boertmann et al. 
1991). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory and the high arctic popu­
lation spends winter mainly in Northwest Europe (Mel­
tofte 1985). The population from West Greenland prob­
ably winters in North America (Salomonsen 1967). The 
high arctic birds arrive at the breeding grounds during 
late May and early June and depart during early July and 
late Aug, the ads first (Meltofte 1985). 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 

STATUS: Widespread mainly low arctic breeder and ex­
tralimital migrant. West Greenland: Abundant to fairly 
common breeder northwards to Uummannaq and very 
scarce breeder in Upernavik (Salomonsen 1981 ). Re­
ported densities: 24 pairs/20 km2 in Nuuk/Godthab in 
I 928 (Longstaff 1932); > 100 pairs/750 km2 in interior 
Aasiaat/Egedesminde in 1979 (Fox 1987); 2 pairs/1.52 
km2 in Ilulissat/Jakobshavn in 1964 (Joensen & Preuss 
1972); absent from the Nunap Isua/Kap Farvel-area in 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab (N0rrevang 1973). North Green­
land: Very scarce breeder and rare summer vagrant in the 
Qaanaaq/Thule-area (Salomonsen 1981; Vaughan 1988). 
Very rare summer vagrant to Peary Land (Meltofte 
1976b). Northeast Greenland: Scarce breeder in Jame­
son Land and Liverpool Land (Korte 1988), occasional 
breeder as far north as Hold With Hope (Elander & 
Blomqvist 1986) and occasional summer vagrant as far 
north as Germania Land (Rosenberg et al. 1970; Meltofte 
1977; Forchhammer 1990). Southeast Greenland: Com­
mon breeder in the Ammassalik-area (Helms 1926; H0r­
ring 1939). Occur as migrant at least in the northern part 
(Chapman 1934; Degerb0I & M0hl-Hansen 1935). 

HABITAT: Breeds at ponds surrounded by lush vege­
tation. During migration off-shore and along coasts. 
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MOVEMENTS: Migratory and spends the winter in 
tropical and subtropical seas. Arrival at the breeding 
grounds in West Greenland takes place from mid-May 
(Salomonsen 1967) and in southern Northeast Greenland 
in early June (Meltofte 1985). Alerstam et al. ( 1986) 
describes migration in late May in the Ammassalik-area. 
Ads depart during early July and early Aug; juvs may 
stay until Sep (Salomonsen 1967; Brown et al. 1975; 
Frimer 1992; J. Durinck in litt.). 

Grey (Red) Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 

STATUS: Regional high and low arctic breeder and extra­
limital migrant. West Greenland: Uncommon breeder 
from the Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt-area and north­
wards. Occurs as migrant and rare summer visitor south 
of the breeding range (Salomonsen 1967; Frimer 1993a). 
North Greenland: Scarce but probably annual summer 
vagrant to Peary Land (Meltofte I 976b ). Several were 
seen in Kilen, Kronprins Christian Land, in July and Aug 
1985, but without indications of breeding (Hjort et al. 
1988). Northeast Greenland: Uncommon breeder in 
fluctuating numbers in the region between Kangertiiti­
vaq/Scoresby Sund and Germania Land. Locally com­
mon, and breeding densities in selected areas of up to 
0.55 pairs/km2 have been reported (Meltofte 1975; Mel­
tofte et al. 1981 a; Elander & Blomqvist 1986; Boertmann 
et al. I 991 ). Southeast Greenland: Ammassalik-area: 
rare autumn migrant and summer vagrant (Helms 1926; 
Salomonsen 1967). 

HABITAT: Breeds in West Greenland on small islands 
and at coast lagunes often associated with Arctic Tern 
colonies (Salomonsen 1981; Frimer 1993a). An inland 
summer record from Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg was reported 
by Fox & Stroud ( 1981 ). In Northeast Greenland it breeds 
in lush marsh habitats with pools and ponds (Meltofte 
1985). During migration along the coasts and off-shore. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory and winters in tropical and 
subtropical seas. AITive at the breeding grounds in mid­
June, although the Phalaropes probably stay in polynyas 
and other ice free waters off the coast somewhat earlier 
(Meltofte 1985). Ads leave from late July, while juvs can 
remain until late Sep, Oct and occasionally Nov (Salo­
monsen 1967; Brown et al. 1975; Meltofte 1985; Glahder 
1993). Several phalaropes (probably Grey) were seen on 
the fishing banks off Paamiut/Frederikshab and Nuuk/ 
Godthab during Oct 1993 (GERI unpubl.). A remarkable 
observation was made 9 Sep 1977 c. 100 km off-shore 
Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg, when 118 phalaropes (probably 
Grey) in several flocks migrated towards west (Biokon 
1977). 
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SKUAS STERCORARIIDAE 

Pomarine Skua (Jaeger) Stercorarius pomarinus 

STATUS: Widespread summer and autumn visitor. West 
Greenland: Occurs in fluctuating numbers late June 
through late Oct. Most frequent in the region between 
Nuuk/Godthab and Uummannaq (e.g Brown et al. 1975). 
North Greenland: Salomonsen ( 1967) described it as 
rare vb,itur to the Qaanaaq/fhule-area, but it may be 
more common, for example Dornbach (undated) ob­
served at least 15 in 1987. - One record in the eastern part 
of the region: Peary Land: Bliss Bugt, 26 June 1969. ad. 
(Grant 1972). Northeast Greenland: Common :-.ummer 
visitor in the mouth of Kangertiitivaq/Score,by Sund 
(Meltofte 1976a) and occurs at least as as far north a:-. lie 
de France (Forchhammer 1990; Andersen & Berg 1991 ; 
S0der 1991). Southeast Greenland: Summer vi.,itor at 
least in waters off the Ammassalik-area (Joiri:-. 1976; S. 
JUrgensen in litt.; Glahder 1993). 

HABITAT: Along the outer coast and off-.,horc. 
MOVEMENTS: Migratory with major winter quarter, 

in the tropical Atlantic (Furness 1987). 
ORIGIN: The nearest breeding grounds arc on Baffin 

Island. 
REMARK: Several sources have described the Poma­

rine Skua breeding in central and northern Wc:-,t Green­
land during the late 19th and the early 20th century 
(Salomonsen 1950a). However, no decisive proof wa:-, 
given. As microtines, the main prey of Pomarine Sl-.ua 
during breeding, do not occur in West Greenland. it i:-, 
possible that confusion with Arctic Skua took place. 

The pale morph is predominant in Greenland, where c. 
10% dark morph birds have been recorded a, 111a,;i11111111 
(Salomonsen 1967; Boertmann 1979; Glahdcr 1993). 

Arctic Skua (Jaeger) Stercorarius parasitirns 

STATUS: Widespread mainly low arctic breeder and cx­
tralimital migrant. West Greenland: Breeds a, far north 
as southern Upernavik. Common between central Paa­
miut/Frederikshab and central Maniitsoq/Sukl-.crtoppcn, 
in central Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg and in the Qcqcrtar:-,uup 
Kangerlua/Disko Bugt-area (Salomonsen 1967; Boert­
mann 1979; Frimer & Nielsen 1990; K. Kampp in litt.; K. 
Falk pers. comm.; GERI unpubl.). Six pairs/20 km2 were 
found in Nuuk/Godthab in I 928 (Longstaff 1932). Occur 
as migrant outside the breeding areas (e.g. Pihl 1976). 
North Greenland: Scarce breeder in the Qaanaaq/Thule­
area between Uummannaq/Dundas and Iterlassuaq/Mac 
Cormick Fjord (Salomonsen 1967; Thing 1976; Vaughan 
1988). Rare summer visitor in the eastern part of the 
region: Peary Land: Bliss Bugt, 26 June and I July 1969, 
one or two ads (Grant 1972). - Kronprins Christian Land: 
Kilen, 12 and 17 Aug 1985, both ads (Hjort et al. 1988). -
Also seen in the drift ice off the coast in 1992 (Kristensen 
& Kristensen 1993). Northeast Greenland: Breeds from 
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Sulussuutikajik/Steward 0 on the Kialiip Kialia/Blosse­
ville Kyst to Hochstetter Forland (Salomonsen I 967; 
Meltofte 1976a): common in Jameson Land, scarce fur­
ther north. Meltofte et al. ( 1981 a) observed Arctic Skuas 
in southern Hochstetter Forland, but found no evidence of 
breeding. Rosenberg et al. ( 1970) found no breeding in 
Wollaston Forland. The northernmost annual breeding 
areas seem now to be Hold With Hope and Hudson Land 
(Hjort 1976a; Elander & Blomqvist 1986; Siltier 1988; 
Dennis 1988; Dornbach 1990). Vagrants have been re­
corded as far north as Germania Land (Forchhammer 
1990). Southeast Greenland: It occurs at least in the 
northern part of the region as a regular migrant (Pedersen 
1930; S. Jiirgensen in lilt.), Seen several times in Aug 
1990 off-shore between Nunap Isua/Kap Farve! and Am­
massalik (Glahder 1993) and in summer 1991 in Terne­
bugt, c. 61 °40'N (Gravesen 1991). 

HABITAT: Breeds in archipelagoes and on low coasts. 
During migration along the outer coast and off-shore. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory with winter quarters in 
coastal waters on the southern hemisphere (Furness 
1987). Arrival at the breeding grounds takes place in late 
May/early June and departure during late Aug/Sep (Salo­
monsen 1981 ). Pihl (1976) reported late records (late Oct 
and early Nov) from southern Qaqortoq/Julianehab. Four 
immatures ringed as pull. in northwest Europe have been 
recovered during summer in West Greenland (ZMUC). 

REMARK: Salomonsen ( 1967) reported that south of 
Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen c. 25% of the population were 
dark morph birds and further north that 3-4 % were dark 
morph birds. However, a survey in 1992 (own observa­
tion) resulted in 39% dark morph birds south of Maniit­
soq/Sukkertoppen (n = 59) and 11 % dark morph birds 
between Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen and Aasiaat/Egedes­
minde (n = 38). In the high arctic the dark morph is 
almost absent (Salomonsen 1967; Elander & Blomqvist 
1986). Glahder ( 1993) reported 45% (n = 24) dark morph 
birds off Southeast Greenland in Aug 1991. 

Long-tailed Skua (Jaeger) Stercorarius 
longicaudus 

STATUS: Widespread mainly high arctic breeder and 
extralimital migrant. West Greenland: A small popu­
lation breeds in the Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt-area 
(Kampp 1982), and the species is also irregular and 
scarce breeder in Upernavik (Salomonsen 1967; Evans 
1984 ). Rather rare migrant and summer visitor in rest of 
the region (e.g. Dyck 1965; Boertmann 1979; K. Nygaard 
in litt.). North Greenland: Rather common breeder 
throughout the region. However, may be missing in large 
parts of Kronprins Christian Land (Korte 1977; Hakans­
son et al. 1981 ). Northeast Greenland: Common 
breeder in the most of the region. Population densities in 
selected areas range from 0.1 to I. 7 territorial or nesting 
pairs/km2 (Manniche 1910; Hall 1966; Hall & Wadding­
ham 1966; Korte 1977, 1988; Ferns 1978; Meltofte et al. 
1981 a; Hansen 1984; Elander & Blomqvist 1986; Forch-
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hammer 1990; Boertmann et al. 1991 ). Southeast 
Greenland: Rare autumn migrant (Helms 1926; Deger­
b~l & M~hl-Hansen 1935), but probably more common 
off-shore, where Glahder ( 1993) saw several in early Aug 
1991. 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland population refers to 
ssp. pallescens (L~ppenthin 1932, 1943). 

HABITAT: In West Greenland the Long-tailed Skua 
breeds in archipelagoes and on low coasts associated with 
temeries (Kam pp 1982). In North and· Northeast Green­
land it breeds in lowlands where the lemming Dichrosto­
nyx torquatus occur. During migration off-shore. 

POPULATION: Breeding numbers in the high arctic 
vary with the occurrence of the lemming (Korte & Watte! 
1987). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory with winter quarters on the 
southern hemisphere, in particular off Namibia and Ar­
gentina (Furness 1987). Arrives at the breeding grounds 
during late May and early June and departs during Aug, 
juvs occasionally along the coast until early Oct (Korte 
1984). 

REMARK: A dark morph seems to be very rare (e.g. 
Furness 1987). Recent reports from Greenland have been 
non-breeders (Kampp 1982; Dlindliker 1988). The two 
dark morph skins in ZMUC (both from West Greenland) 
both show some immature plumage characters, although 
they both have fully elongated tail streamers. 

Great Skua Stercorarius skua 

STATUS: Widespread summer and autumn visitor. West 
Greenland: Occurs (May-Oct, occasionally Nov and 
Feb) throughout the region, and is fairly common south 
of Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt (Brown et al. 1975; 
Salomonsen 1981; Kampp & Lyngs 1989). North 
Greenland: One record: Kronprins Christian Land: In­
golf Fjord, 31 July 1980 (Hjort et al. I 983). Northeast 
Greenland: Annual summer visitor in Kangertiitivaq/ 
Scoresby Sund (e.g. Meltofte 1976a) and along the coast 
at least as far north as lie de France (Andersen & Berg 
1991 ). Southeast Greenland: Probably fairly common in 
summer and autumn off the coast and outside the drift ice 
(e.g. Cottam & Hanson 1938; Berland 1961; Glahder 
1993; S. Jiirgensen in lilt.; J. Rosing in lilt.). 

HABITAT: Off-shore, along outer coast and in larger 
fiords and bays. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The Greenland birds be­
long to the Northatlantic ssp. skua, whose nearest breed­
ing grounds are in Iceland. Several birds ringed as pull. in 
Iceland, on the Shetlands and the Faeroe Islands have 
been recovered in Greenland (Salomonsen 1967; 1971; 
ZMUC). The occurrence in Greenland have increased 
strongly over the last 30 years (Salomonsen 1981 ). 

South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormicki 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Nuup Kangerlua/Godthab Fjord, 31 July 
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1975, shot, ringed as nestling on North Humble Island, 
Antarctic , 20 Jan 1975 (Salomonsen 1976; E. Hansen in 
litt.). - Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn: Ujarasussuk, mid-July 
1902 (Salomonsen 1976), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: The nearest breeding grounds are Graham 
Land in the Antarctic. A part of the population undertake 
a transequatorial migration to the northern Pacific and 
some birds also to the northern Atlantic (Salomonsen 
1976; J.-K. Jensen 1982; Furness 1987). 

GULLS LARIDAE 

Laughing Gull Larus atricil/a 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fiskenresset, 20 June 
1928, 2y Cf (Oldenow 1933), skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk 
town, 9 Nov 1952, ly (Salomonsen 1963), skin in 
ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Northeastern USA. 

Franklin's Gull Larus pipixcan 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Ilulialik in Nuup Kangerlua/Godthab 
Fjord, I 8 July 1974, ad. (RC I 975), skin in ZMUC. -
Nuuk town, May 1980, ad et (RC 1982- 84 ), skin in 
private collection. - Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg: Ikertooq 
Fjord, 20 May 1983, ad. 9 , skin in private collection 
(RC 1986- 87). 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in central Canada. 

Little Gull Larus minutus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Kapisillit, 25 Apr 1929, 2y 9 (Oldenow 
1933), skin in NKA. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Napas­
soq, 15 June 1932, 2y et (H~rring & Salomonsen 1941), 
skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in eastern Scandinavia, and since 1962 sporad­
ically in North America (Godfrey 1986). 

Sabine's Gull Larus sabini 

STATUS: Widespread high arctic breeder, widespread 
passage visitor and extralimital migrant. West Green­
land: Rather rare migrant and summer visitor (Salomon­
sen 1967), most common in Aug and early Sep (e.g. 
Brown et al. 1975). Bred probably in southeastern Qeqer­
tarsuup Kangerlua/Disko Bugt late 19th century (Salo­
monsen 1950a). North Greenland: Known breeding 
sites: Saattut/Sabine 0er in Qimusseriarsuaq/Melville 
Bugt; Qeqertat/Lion 0er and Qimmiuneqarfik/Ptarmigan 
0 both in Kangerlussuaq/lnglefield Bredning in the Qaa­
naaq/fhule-area; Marshall Bugt in Avannarliit/lnglefield 
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Land; Kilen and Henrik Kr~yer Holme in Kronprins 
Christian Land (Vibe 1948; Salomonsen 1950a; Sinding 
1953; Hjort et al 1983, 1988; Forchhammer 1990; Kris­
tensen & Kristensen 1993). There is a pos~ible breeding 
record from Hall Land in 1872 (Bessels 1879). Two 
summer records of non-breeders are reported from Peary 
Land (Just 1967) and Kronprins Christian Land (Hakans­
son et al. 1981 ). Northeast Greenland: Known breeding 
or probable breeding sites: Heden and Gurreholm in Ja­
meson Land; Haslum 0er in Kong Oscar Fjord; Vinter 
0er off Ymer 0; Magrethedal on Gauss Halv~; Arundel 
0 and Ternholme off Hold With Hope; Sand~en in Young 
Sund; islands south of Danmarkshavn in Dove Bugl (Bird 
& Bird 1941 ; Andersen 1956; Salomonsen 1967; Mel ­
tofte et al. 1981a; Boertmann et al. 1985; GREA 1985; 
Elander & Blomqvist 1986; Forchhammer 1990; Sit tier et 
al. 1991; Kempf undated; L. Stemmerik pers. comm.). 
Scarce summer visitor in most of the coa:-,tal area\. 
Southeast Greenland: Probably rare migrant and sum­
mer visitor. The only published record is: Amma:-,salik­
area: Tuttilik, 28 Aug 1967, five ads (Ray 1973). 

HABITAT: Breeds in small colonies (up to 50 pair:-,) on 
small islands or on low coasts, usually associated with 
terneries; sometimes solitary (Forchhammer 1990). Dur­
ing migration usually off-shore and along the outer coa).l. 

POPULATION: Forchhammer & Maagaard ( 1990) 
reckon about 200 pairs breeding in Greenland. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. The eastern Nearctic 
population probably winters in the Atlantic off wuthcrn 
Africa (Blomqvist & Elander 1981). The Sabine':-, Gull:-­
arrive at the breeding grounds during June and depart in 
late Aug/early Sep, juvs may occur along the coa\t until 
Oct (Salomonsen 1967; Brown et al. 1975; Forchhammcr 
& Maagaard 1991 ). 

Bonaparte's Gull Larus philadelphia 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Ma­
niitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Kangaamiut, I O May 1903, ad. 
(Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the neare:--1 breeding 
grounds in central and northwestern Canada. 

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 

STATUS: Vagrant and local low arctic breeder. West 
Greenland: Breeds in small numbers in Qaqortoq/Julia­
nehab, particularly in the interior parts (Salomonsen 
1979a; Evans 1984; K. Falk in litt.). A few breeding 
records are known from Paamiut/Frederikshab (probably) 
and Nuuk/Godthab (Salomonsen 1979a; B. Knudsen 
pers. comm.; own observation). Annual vi:--itor as far 
north as Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt, recorded all 
months with peak in summer and autumn. Northeast 
Greenland: Since 1960 have at least 26 indvs been 
recorded from Liverpool Land and as far north as Dan­
markshavn in Germania Land, all late May until early 
Aug (Meltofte 1972; Korte 1973, 1974; Korte & Bosman 
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1975; Elander & Blomqvist 1986; Dennis 1988; Forch­
hammer 1990; O.B. Poulsen in litt.; A. Nielsen pers. 
comm.). All aged birds have been ads. Southeast Green­
land: Three records are known: Ammassalik-area: Am­
massalik town, 23 May I 977 (S. Jtirgensen in lilt.). -
Same site, 15-17 July 1987, two indvs (S . Jtirgensen in 
Iitt.). - Kangersittuaq: Ittaasiarteq/Skrergardshalv!ll, 26 
July 1991, ad. (Glahder 1992). 

HABITAT: Breeds on small islands in lakes, rivers, 
in-shore waters and occasionally in archipelagoes. 

POPULATION: Probably less than 100 pairs breed in 
Greenland. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory and the Greenland popu­
lation winters probably in western Europe, although some 
may stay in the Open Water Region, in Iceland or even 
like some Icelandic birds in eastern North America 
(Cramp & Simmons 1983). Arrives at the breeding 
grounds late Apr through late May (Salomonsen 1981 ). 

Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Nuuk town, 26 Nov 1976, ly (RC 1986-
87), skin in private collection and sternum in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Newfoundland. 

Common (Mew) Gull Larus canus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Six records: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Narsaq, late Sep 1928, I y (Oldenow 
1933 as Laughing Gull; Salomonsen 1963), skin in 
ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godthab: Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fiskenresset, 
summer 1892, ad. (H!llrring & Salomonsen 1941 ), skin in 
ZMUC. - Narsaq, 27 Oct 1895, I y (H!llrring & Salomon­
sen 1941 ), skin in ZMUC. - Same site, 6 Dec 1904, I y 
(H!llrring & Salomonsen 1941 ), skin in ZMUC. - Nuup 
Kangerlua/Godthab Fjord, 26 Oct 1930, Iy (Oldenow 
1933), skin in NKA. - Inner Nuup Kangerlua/Godthab 
Fjord, 6 July 1974, two ads (Boertmann 1979). North 
Greenland: Two records: Kronprins Christian Land: 
Prinsesse Ingeborg Hal V!/l, I 2-15 Aug I 980, ad. (Stem­
merik et al. 1981 ). - Station Nord, 4 Aug 1982, ad. 
(Bennike & Higgins 1989). Northeast Greenland: One 
record: Hochstetter Forland: Nanok, 7- 10 June 1976, ad. 
(Meltofte et al. I 981 a). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: All birds identified to 
ssp. have been the Palearctic ssp. ca1111s, whose nearest 
breeding grounds are in Iceland. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

STATUS: Increasing summer vagrant and occasional 
breeder. West Greenland: Vagrants, which are fairly 
common have been recorded Apr-Aug in the region be­
tween Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Qeqertarsuup Tunua/ 
Disko Bugt (e.g. Fox & Stroud I 98 I; RC I 985, I 988, 
1989). A pair probably bred in Qaqortoq/Julianehab in 
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1986 and 1989 and with certainty in 1990 and 1991 (RC 
1990; K. Falk in litt.). In 1992 breeding was proved near 
Atammik (one pair) in Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen and 
breeding was suspected in Sisirniut/Holsteinsborg (one 
pair) and on several island in southern Maniitsoq/Suk­
kertoppen (at least eight pairs) (Boertmann & Mosbech 
1992). Northeast Greenland: Four records known: Liv­
erpool Land: Off Uunarteq/Kap Tobin, 15-16 July 1969, 
ad . (Vranes 1971; RC 1970). - Scoresby Land: Mesters­
vig, 29 June 1974, ad. (Ferns 1978). - Germania Land: 
Danmarkshavn, summer 1985, ad. (Forchhammer 1990). 
- Same site, early June 1993, ad. (J. Graugaard pers. 
comm.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Most records including 
the breeding records have been pale mantled birds viz. 
the British/Icelandic ssp. graellsii. This is confirmed by 
the recovery of a bird ringed as pull. on the Faeroe Islands 
and a skin in ZMUC. However, specimens with darker 
mantle and upper wings (ssp. intermedia or f11sc11s from 
Scandinavia) occur as well (Ferns 1978; Fox & Stroud 
1981 ; own observation). 

HABITAT: Along coasts and fiords. The breeding or 
probable breeding occurred on small islands usually 
among other gulls. 

REMARK: Since 1968, an increasing vagrant to the 
east coast of USA and Canada (Godfrey 1986; Kaufman 
1990). 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus 

STATUS: Increasing vagrant and occasional breeder. 
West Greenland: Vagrants, which are fairly common in 
summer, occur throughout the region (e.g. Dyck 1965; 
Pihl 1976; Boertmann 1979; Salomonsen 1981; RC 
1986- 87, 1989), most frequent between Qaqortoq/Julia­
nehab and Nuuk/Godthab. Breeding was proved in Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab in 1986 (RC 1986- 87, 1988). Probable 
breeding occurred again on the same island in 1989 (K. 
Falk in litt.) and on two islands in southern Maniitsoq/ 
Sukkertoppen in 1992 (Boertmann & Mosbech 1992). 
Northeast Greenland: Rare summer vagrant as far north 
as Germania Land, most frequent in the Kangertiitivaq/ 
Scoresby Sund-area (e.g. Hansen undated; Korte I 973; 
Meltofte 1976a; Meltofte et al. 1981a; Elander & Blom­
qvist 1986; Forchhammer 1990). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Salomonsen (1963) re­
ferred all records to the Nearctic ssp. s111ithso11ia1111s, 
whose nearest breeding grounds are on southern Baffin 
Island. However, recent records in West and Northeast 
Greenland were probably ssp. argelltatus or argenteus 
from Northwest Europe (Elander & Blomqvist 1986; own 
observation). A bird in first winter plumage photo­
graphed I Sep 1982 in Paamiut/Frederikshab (H. Korning 
in litt.) showed typical s111ithsonia1111s characters. Four 
specimens in ZMUC are two imm. arge11tat11s/arge11teus, 
a ly s111itl1011ia11us and an ad. probably argentat11s/arge11-
te11s. Specimens ringed as pull. in Newfoundland (2) and 
Scotland (I) and recovered in Greenland (ZMUC) con-

37 



firm that both Nearctic and Palearctic Herring Gulls oc­
cur. An ad. specimen, Nanortalik 1850, which was pub­
lished as var. ajfinis (see Winge 1898) and as ssp. s111itl10-
11ia1111s (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 ), is a 4y Lams 
f11sc11s graellsii, in autumn moult. 

HABITAT: Along coasts and in fiords. The breeding or 
probable breeding habitats have been small islands with 
colonies of Great Black-backed Gulls and Iceland Gulls. 

REMARK: A mixed territorial pair Herring x Glau­
cous Gull was seen in northern Paamiut/Frederikshab 
1993 (own observation). 

Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri 

STATUS: Local high arctic breeder and extralimital mi­
grant. West Greenland: Rare summer and autumn vis­
itor, with only a few confirmed records: Maniitsoq/Suk­
kertoppen: Napassoq, 5 July 1992, ad. (Boertmann & 
Mosbech 1992). - Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg: 29 Oct 1898, 
ly, skin in ZMUC. - Aasiaat/Egedesminde: west of Store 
Hellefiskebanke (67°35'N, 57° 18'W), 24 July 1992, 3y. 
- Same general area (67°48'N, 58° I 9'W), 25 July 1992, 
ad. (J. Nymand & M. K0ie pers. comm.). - Upernavik: 
Upernavik town, 4 and 7 June 1989, ad. (Lyngs 1989; RC 
1989). May be more frequent as the observations in 1992 
indicate. North Greenland: Scarce breeder in the Qaa­
naaq/Thule-area between lterlassuaq/Granville Fjord and 
Kangerluarsuk/Olrik Fjord (Salomonsen 1967). The only 
recent information available is some autumn observations 
in the period 19 Aug to 19 Sep 1987 when seven (four ads 
and three lys) were seen at Pituffik/Thule air base (RC 
1989). A few observations in western North Greenland 
outside the breeding area have been reported: Qimusse­
riarsuaq/Melville Bugt: Saattut/Sabine 0er, July 195 I, 
ad. (C. Vibe pers. comm.). - Kane Bassin: summer 1986, 
two ads (C. Vibe pers. comm.). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory, with winter quarters along 
the westcoast of North America. 

REMARK: The 1898 specimen from Sisimiut/Hol­
steinsborg was ascribed to Kumliens Gull (L. glaucoides 
k11111/ie11i) by Hli)rring & Salomonsen ( 1941 ), but it is too 
dark to be this form, and is like a I y Thayer's Gull as 
described by Grant ( 1986) and Zimmer ( 1990). 

On Baffin and Southampton Islands in Canada in­
terbreeding between Kumlien's Gull and Thayer's Gull 
seems to be common (Gaston & Decker 1985; Snell 
1989) and Thayer's Gull are probably better treated as a 
ssp. of Iceland Gull (Godfrey 1986; Gantlett 1991 ). How­
ever, Thayer's Gull is maintained here as a full species 
largely as a matter of convenience. 

Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 

STATUS: Widespread low arctic breeder and mainly in­
traregional migrant. West Greenland: Common and 
widespread breeder, but colonies sparse in Qaqortoq/ 
Julianehab, Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg and Upernavik. 
Northernmost colony recorded at 73°30'N (Joensen & 
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Preuss 1972). Abundant during winter in the Open Water 
Region. North Greenland: Rare summer vagrant in the 
Qaanaaq/Thule-area (Salomonsen 1967). Northeast 
Greenland: Summer and autumn vagrant as far north as 
Hochstetter Forland (Meltofte 1976a). Records from the 
central part of the region (Manniche 1910; Pedersen 
1934) are doubtful (Salomonsen 1950a). Southeast 
Greenland: Sparse breeder in small numbers probably 
not further north than the Ammassalik-area (H~rring 
1939; Ray I 973), although Salomonsen (l 950; 1967) 
reports it as breeding as far north as Kangersittuaq. 

SUBSPECIES: The breeding population in Greenland 
is the endemic ssp. glaucoides. Ssp. k11111/ie11i (Kumlien'\ 
Gull), which breeds on southern Baffin Island in Canada 
occur as vagrant to West Greenland. Salomonsen ( 1967) 
mentioned two records of typical specimens (type I or 2 
sensu Fjeldsa & Jensen 1985) from Apr and Oct. New 
are: Paamiut/Frederikshab: 4 Jan 1983, ad . (H. Korning 
in litt.). - Nuuk/Godthiib: Nuuk town, Feb 1989, ad. (J. 
Durinck in litt.). - Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg: Nordre bor­
toq, 16 May 1985, ad., skin in private collection (P. 
Grossmann in litt.). - Uummannaq: Ukkusissat, 7 Aug 
1987, ad. shot (GERI unpubl.) , wings in ZMUC. - per­
navik: 7 June 1988, one or two ads (Lyngs 1989; RC 
1989). However, there are several winter specimen:,, in 
ZMUC of the types 4 to 6, indicating that Kumlicn' :,, 
Gulls are annual winter visitors to the Open Water Region 
(Fjeldsa & Jensen 1985). 

HABITAT: Occurs in most marine habitats, inclu,i vc 
far off-shore areas (e.g. Brown et al. 1975). Breed:,, in 
colonies often situated very high on steep cliffs. but in 
areas with low human disturbance also on low i:,,land~. 

POPULATION: The breeding population probably 
does not exceed 80,000 pairs (estimate based on GM & 
oc 1993). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory to dispersive. The majority 
winter in the Open Water Region, but a fluctuating num­
ber, mostly lys and immatures, migrate to Iceland and 
Northwest Europe. 

REMARK: See remark about Thayer's Gull. 

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 

STATUS: Widespread breeder, interregional migrant and 
winter visitor. West Greenland: Common and wide­
spread breeder. During winter abundant in the Open Wa­
ter Region. North Greenland: Common to sparse 
breeder except from Hall Land to J.P. Koch Fjord, where 
it occurs as summer visitor (Thing 1976; DietL & An­
dersen 1984; Hakansson et al. 1981; Hjort et al. 1983; 
Bennike & Kelly 1986; Kampp 1990). Northeast Green­
land: Widespread and a rather common to sparse breeder 
(Hjort 1976; Boertmann et al. 1990). Southeast Green­
land: Widespread and common breeder (Helms 1926; 
H0rring 1939). 

SUBSPECIES: Recently, Banks (1986) referred north­
ern Canadian and Greenland populations to ssp. /euce-
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retes. However, this fact should be better documented 
regarding the Greenland population. 

HABITAT: Occurs in most marine habitats. Solitary or 
colonial breeder, usually on steep cliffs facing the sea 
(rarely a lake) or on small islands in fiords or archipela­
goes. 

MOVEMENTS: High arctic populations migratory, 
low arctic dispersive or resident. Birds from East Green­
land may winter in Iceland. In North and Northeast 
Greenland arrival at the breeding grounds takes place 
mid-Apr through late May, and departure in Sep/Oct 
(Meltofte I 975 ; Forchhammer 1990). Glaucous Gulls 
from Svalbard winter in the Open Water Region (Salo­
monsen 1967; Norderhaug 1989). 

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 

STATUS: Widespread low arctic breeder and intrare­
gional migrant. West Greenland: Widespread as far 
north as Nuussuaq (Salomonsen 1979b), most abundant 
in the extensive archipelagoes in Nuuk/Godthab, Maniit­
soq/Sukkertoppen and Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg and rather 
sparse in southern and northern part of the range. Sum­
mer visitor further north, and a few breeding records have 
been reported from southern Upernavik in recent years 
(Evans 1984; K. Kampp pers. comm.). During winter, 
common in the Open Water Region. North Greenland: 
Two records: Qaanaaq/Thule-area: Uummannaq/Dundas, 
Aug I 967, ad. (Zobbe 1973; RC 1972). - Kronprins 
Christian Land: Kilen, 9 Aug 1985, imm. (Hjort et al. 
1988). Northeast Greenland: Annual summer vagrant 
and has been recorded as far north as Germania Land 
(Vranes 1971; Meltofte 1975; Meltofte et al. 1981 a; Elan­
der & Blomqvist 1986; Korte 1988; Bay & Boertmann 
1989; Forchhammer 1990); most frequent in mouth of 
Kangertiitivaq/Scoresby Sund (Meltofte 1976a). South­
east Greenland: Small numbers breed at least in the 
Ammassalik-area (Helms 1926). Occurs also as winter 
visitor. 

HABITAT: Occurs in most marine habitats. Breeds 
solitary or in small colonies, usually on low islands, 
sometimes on steep cliffs or on islets in lakes. 

POPULATION: Has increased and expanded the 
breeding range northwards since the development of a 
modern fishery in West Greenland (Salomonsen 1967, 
unpubl.). 

MOVEMENTS: Northern populations migratory and 
they winter in the Open Water Region, while southern 
populations resident. Some birds from Iceland and north­
ern Europe winter in southern Greenland. 

Ross's Gull Rhodostethia rosea 

STATUS: Vagrant and occasional breeder. West Green­
land: Rare spring and summer visitor (May-July, occa­
sionally in Aug and Sep). Kampp & Kristensen (1980a) 
review c. 25 records, nearly all from Nuuk/Godthab and 
the southern part of Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt. All 

Meddelelser om Gr0nland, Bioscience 38 • 1994 

have been ads except for one juv. in Aug. Five more 
records have appeared: Nuuk/Godthab: Jakobsholm, Sep 
1983, ad., skin in NKA. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Na­
passoq, July 1973, ad. shot (F. S0rensen in litt.). - Aa­
siaat/Egedesminde: Between Kitsissunnguit/Gr0nne Ej­
land and Savik, 18 June 1968, ad. (S. Krogh in litt), skin 
in ZMUC. - West of Store Hellefiskebanke (67°28'N, 
57°25'W), 24 July 1992, ad. (J. Nymand & M. K0ie pers. 
comm.). - Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn: Vaigat, 18 May 1948, 
ad., skin in ZMUC. Three breeding records: 1880, 1885 
and 1979 all from Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt, and 
one possible from Nuup Kangerlua/Godthab Fjord 1927 
were reported by Kampp & Kristensen ( 1980a). A new 
breeding record is from Upernavik: Aavertuut, 1984 (P.A. 
Jensen pers. comm. to K. Kampp). North Greenland: 
Summer visitor and occasional breeder. Occurs probably 
regularly in the drift ice east of Kronprins Christian Land 
and around Nord0stvandet Polynya. Reported records: 
Qimusseriarsuaq/Melville Bugt: 19 June I 873 ad. (Bes­
sels 1879). - Qaanaaq/Thule-area: Aug 1981, ad., skin in 
Qaanaaq school (T. Duch pers . comm.). - Peary Land: 
Kap Eiler Rasmussen, 15 July 1979, breeding pair (Hjort 
1980). - Frederick E. Hyde Fjord, 10 Aug 1979, ad. 
(Hjort 1980; Bennike & Higgins 1989). - Kronprins 
Christian Land: Several observations (late July-early 
Sep) since 1980 in the drift ice and on Henrik Kr0yer 
Holme (Meltofte et al. 1981b; Hjort et al. 1983; Kristen­
sen & Kristensen 1993). Northeast Greenland: Four 
records: Jameson Land: Innakajik/Kap Steward, 19 May 
1974, ad. (Korte 1974). - Scoresby Land: Mestersvig, 4 
Aug 1988, ad. (Higgs 1988). - Hold With Hope: Mygg­
bukta, 4 July I 979, ad. (Elander & Blomqvist 1986). -
Young Sund: Sand0en, early summer 1947, ad. (M0hl­
Hansen 1949), skin in ZMUC. 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat in West Greenland 
was archipelagoes with many terneries (Kampp & Kri­
stensen 1980a), and in North Greenland a poorly vege­
tated and windswept plain (Hjort 1980). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. The winter quarters are 
unknown, but presumed to be along the ice edge of the 
Arctic Ocean (Cramp & Simmons 1983) or in the north­
ern Pacific south of Bering Strait (Vaughan 1992). A few 
birds may winter in the East Greenland current or in the 
Barents Sea (Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer 1982). Non­
and failed breeders numerous in the pack ice between 
Greenland and Svalbard in Aug and Sep (Meltofte et al. 
1981b). 

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 

STATUS: Widespread breeder and mainly extralimital 
migrant. West Greenland: Common breeder throughout 
most of the region. The majority of the colonies are found 
in Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen, southern Aasiaat/Egedes­
minde, Ilulissat/Jakobshavn, Uummannaq and Uperna­
vik. (Salomonsen 1979b; Boertmann 1979; Kampp 
1985). Numerous off the coast during summer. A few 
winter in the Open Water Region. North Greenland: 
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Qaanaaqffhule-area: Four large colonies (> 1000 pairs) 
with the northernmost on Appaarsuit/Hakluyt 0 (Kampp 
1990; GM & OC 1993). Outside the breeding area com­
mon along coast (Salomonsen 1967; Thing 1976) and 
recorded as summer vagrant as far east as Hall Land 
(Bessels 1879). In the eastern part of the region only one 
colony (in Holm Land) is known (Manniche 191 O; Pe­
dersen 1942). This numbered in 1993 c. 500 nests (Falk 
1993), but the numbers might be fluctuating as no Kitti­
wakes were seen on the site in 1980 (Hjort et al. 1983). 
Occurs as a summer visitor in the drift ice off the coast 
(Mehlum 1989; Kristensen & Kristensen 1993). North­
east Greenland: Only a few colonies. Northern Kialiip 
Kialia/Blosseville Kyst: colonies at Kangikajik/Kap 
Brewster and Dunholm (Meltofte 1976a). - Liverpool 
Land: Small colonies on Immikkeertikajik/Rathbone 0 
and Appalik/Raffles 0 (Meltofte 1976a). - Dove Bugt: 
Maroussia, a small colony was established with c. eight 
pairs in 1989, in 1990 I 5 pairs were nesting and in 1993 
c. 15 pairs (J. Graugaard & L. Maagaard pers. comm.). 
Visitor off-shore and along the coast, common during late 
summer, exceptionally during winter (Meltofte et al. 
1981 a; Dandliker 1988; Forchhammer 1990; Sf!1der 
1991 ). Southeast Greenland: Known as a breeder at 
Ammassalik (Helms 1926), at Umiivik (64° 15'N 
40°30'W) (Hf!1rring 1939) and at the mouth of Kangerlus­
suatsiaq/Lindenow Fjord (Knudsen 1935a). Also de­
picted on map or mentioned as breeder at Kangersittuaq 
(Salomonsen 1979b; Siegstad 1989), but this was not 
confirmed in 1990 and 1991 during research in the area 
(Glahder 1992). Occurs along the coast during autumn 
and winter as long as there il, open water. 

HABITAT: Occurs along coal,tS and in off-shore area\. 
Breeds usually in large colonies on steep ~ea facing cliff~. 

POPULATION: 150,000- 250,000 pairs are estimated 
(based on GM & OC 1993) to breed in Greenland. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory with winter quarters in the 
northern part of the Atlantic. The Kittiwakes arrive at the 
breeding grounds during late Mar through May and de­
part during Aug (Salomonsen 1981 ). Many non-breeders 
from European populations spend the summer in Green­
land waters (Salomonsen 1981 ). 

Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea 

STATUS: Local, mainly high arctic breeder and wide­
spread winter visitor. West Greenland: Annual and 
widespread winter visitor (until Apr/May) in few num­
bers along the coast ( e. g. Hansen 1971; N. Andersen 
1981 ). However, common and sometimes abundant off­
shore year round in drift ice areas (Brown et al. 1975; 
Biokon 1977; Renaud & Mclaren 1982), for example c. 
1,000 seen 8 May 1979 in the drift ice west of Qeqer­
tarsuaq/Godhavn (Kam pp & Kristensen I 980b ). Also 
summer and autumn visitor (July-Sep) in Upemavik 
(Kampp & Lyngs 1989). North Greenland: Breeding or 
supposed breeding are reported from: Washington Land 
(Salomonsen 1961 ); Hall Land (Bessels I 879); northern 
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Peary Land (Bennike & Kelly 1986); and along the coast 
of Kronprins Christian Land several colonies are found 
(Hakansson et al. 198 I; Hjort et al. 1983, 1988). Com­
mon in the drift ice and at the ice edge off the Qaanaaq/ 
Thule-area (Thing 1976) and off Kronprins Christian 
Land and Holm Land (Hjort et al. 1983; Mehl um I 989; 
Kristensen & Kristensen 1993). Northeast Greenland: 
The only proved breeding occurred in the archipelago 
south of Danmarkshavn in 1908 (Manniche 1910). In 
I 993 a territorial pair was seen on the same island (J. 
Graugaard per~. comm.). A probable breeding wal, re­
ported from St. Koldewey in 1976 (Meltofte et al. 1981 a). 
May breed on the coast and the islands between Genna­
nia Land and Holm Land (Manniche 191 O; Hjort 1976b; 
Hjort et al. 1983), although none were seen during a 
botanical and archaeological survey there during the 
summer of 1990 (C. Bay pers. comm.). Occur a:-, migrant 
(sometimes numerous) and summer visitor along the 
outer coast and in the drift ice (e.g. Meltoftc 1976a: 
Meltofte et al. 1981 a; Elander & Blomqvist 1986; Kampp 
et al. 1986; Andersen & Berg 1991; S0der 1991 ). South­
east Greenland: Three colonies are known in the region 
between Ammassalik and Kangersittuaq (Wright & Mat­
thews 1980). During summer common along the coal,! of 
the northern part of the region ( e.g. J. Andersen 198 I ; 
Glahder 1992), more scarce in southern part (J. Ro\ing 
pers. comm.). 

HABITAT: The rather small colonies (less than 50 
indvs) are situated either on steep cliffs, on coastal plains 
or on small islands. The colonies in Southeast Greenland 
are remarkable by being situated on nunataks up to 60 l,.m 
from the sea (Wright & Matthews 1980). Off the breeding 
sea~on the Ivory Gulls usually stay in the drift ice or 
along coasts, sometimes in West Greenland harbour,. 

MOVEMENTS: The Ivory Gulls probably i-peml the 
winter along the edge of the pack ice in Davi), Strait 
(Renaud & Mclaren 1982) or in the waters off Labrador 
or Southwest Greenland (Hjort 1976b). They arrive al the 
breeding grounds in June and depart during late Aug 
(Salomonsen 1981; Renaud & Mclaren 1982). Large 
scale migration was recorded in the drift ice off Northea,t 
Greenland in Sep (Hjon 1976b ). 

TERNS STERN/DAE 

Arctic Tern Stema paradisaea 

STATUS: Widespread breeder and extralimital migrant. 
West Greenland: Many colonies in Nuuk/Godthab, 
southern Qeqertarsuup Kangerlua/Disko Bugt and Upcr­
navik (GM & OC 1993). Missing as breeder or ~parse 
elsewhere. Summer visitor in the region where breeding 
is absent (e.g. Pihl 1976; Boertmann 1979). North 
Greenland: Widespread, but sparse breeder (Salomon­
sen 1967; Thing 1976; Meltofte 1976b; Hiikansson et al. 
1981; Hjort et al. 1983, 1988; Dietz & Andersen 1984; 
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Bennike & Kelly 1986; Hjort 1986; Aastrup et al. 1986; 
Vaughan 1988; Kampp 1990; Kristensen & Kristensen 
1993). Northeast Greenland: Widespread, but sparse 
and only locally common breeder (e.g. Rosenberg et al. 
1970; Meltofte 1975, 1976a, 1977; Hjort 1976a; Meltofte 
et al. 1981a; Elander & Blomqvist 1986). Southeast 
Greenland: Breeds in a few colonies dispersed between 
Akerninnarmiit/Skjoldungen and the Ammassalik-area, 
on Paatuulaajivit south of Kangersittuaq and along the 
Kialiip Kialia/Blosseville Kyst (Salomonsen 1950a; J. 
Andersen 1981 ; Molenaar 1982). 

HABITAT: Colonial sometimes solitary breeder on 
small islands, low coasts, or inland at lakes. 

POPULATION: The breeding population today prob­
ably do not exceed 80,000 pairs (estimate based on GM 
& OC 1993). It seems to be seriously decreasing in West 
Greenland, perhaps because terns eggs are very popular 
for consummation and are collected in large numbers (F. 
Wille pers. comm.). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory with winter quarters in 
Antarctic waters. They arrive at the breeding grounds in 
West and Southeast Greenland in late May and early June 
and in Northeast Greenland during June. Depart during 
Aug and Sep (Helms 1926; Salomonsen I 967; Brown et 
al. 1975; Meltofte 1975, 1976a; Forchhammer 1990). 

AUKS ALCIDAE 

Common Guillemot (Murre) Uria aalge 

STATUS: Local low arctic breeder. West Greenland: 
Known as breeder in Bri.innich's Guillemot colonies in 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab (Kitsissut Avalliit, 900 indvs), in 
Nuuk/Godthab (off Kangerluarsunnguaq/Buksefjord) and 
in Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen (Sermilinnguaq) (Kampp 
1985; Boertmann & Mosbech 1992). Breeding or sup­
posed breeding also recorded in two sites in Qeqertarsuup 
Tunua/Disko Bugt (Kampp 1985). 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland Guillemots refer to ssp. 
aalge (Salomonsen 1967). 

HABITAT: Breeds in colonies among Bri.innich's Guil­
lemots, often on broader ledges or in holes below large 
stones (Kampp 1985). 

MOVEMENTS : Several autumn and winter records 
( e.g. Oldenow 1933; H~rring & Salomonsen 1941; Falk 
& Durinck 1990) indicate that at least a part of the 
population winters in the Open Water Region (Salomon­
sen 1981; Kampp 1985). 

Brtinnich's Guillemot (Thick-billed Mun-e) 
Uria lomvia 

STATUS: Widespread breeder, intraregional to extralim­
ital migrant and winter visitor. West Greenland: Colo­
nies: one with 7,700 indvs in Qaqortoq/Julianehab; one 
with 2,300 indvs in Paamiut/Frederikshab; one with 3000 
indvs in Nuuk/Godthab; three fiords with several colo-
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nies holding in total 22,700 indvs in Maniitsoq/Suk­
kertoppen; one with 4,500 indvs in Ilulissat/Jakobshavn; 
previously one very large now exterminated colony in 
Uummannaq and eight with in total 214,000 indvs in 
Upernavik (Evans & Kampp 1991, Boertmann & Mos­
bech 1992). During winter (from Oct) numerous along 
the outer coasts and on the fishing banks in the Open 
Water Region. The harvest there in winter 1988/89 were 
estimated at 283,000-386,000 guillemots (Falk & Du­
rinck 1992) and more than 200,000 were estimated to 
stay in the waters off Nuuk/Godthab town in Feb 1989 
(Durinck & Falk in prep.). North Greenland: Qaanaaq/ 
Thule-area: Five large colonies in the region between 
76°00'N and 77°30'N with a total of 285,000 indvs 
counted in 1987 (Kampp 1990). Summer visitor in few 
numbers to Nord~stvandet Polynya off Holm Land (Meh­
l um 1989). Northeast Greenland: A few colonies are 
situated around the mouth of Kangertiitivaq/Scoresby 
Sund: one with 4,000 indvs on Appalik/Raffles 0 off 
Liverpool Land (Korte 1973) and one on Kangikajik/Kap 
Brewster on the Kialiip Kialia/Blosseville Kyst with 
30,000 pairs (Meltofte 1976a). Vagrant as far north as 
Germania Land (Manniche 191 O; L~ppenthin 1932; 
S~der 1991 ). Southeast Greenland: Visitor year-round, 
most numerous in autumn (Helms 1926; Joiris 1976; 
Molenaar 1982). Several ads in company with juvs seen 
off-shore between 61 °30'N and 67° 15'N in Aug 1990 
(Glahder 1993). 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland population refers to the 
Atlantic ssp. lomvia (Salomonsen 1963). 

HABITAT: The colonies are situated on steep cliffs, at 
the outer coast and in fiords. During early autumn the 
guillemots usually stay well off-shore; later in autumn 
(Oct-Nov) and during winter they are in coastal waters 
and in the archipelagoes along the coast (Falk & Durinck 
1991). 

POPULATION: The total breeding population is, after 
a serious decline in West Greenland, mainly in Upernavik 
and Uummannaq, estimated at 500,000- 600,000 indvs 
(Evans & Kampp 1991 ). The winter population numbers 
at least several million. 

MOVEMENTS: Kampp ( 1988) showed that Green­
land Guillemots winter in the northern part of the Open 
Water Region and off Newfoundland, and that Guille­
mots from Spitsbergen, Murmansk and probably East 
Greenland winter in the southern part of the Open Water 
Region, while birds from Novaya Zemlya are stragglers 
to Greenland. Arrival at the breeding sites takes place 
Apr/May and departure late July and Aug (Falk & Kampp 
1992). 

Razorbill Alea torda 

STATUS: Regional low arctic breeder and probably in­
traregional to extralimital migrant. West Greenland: 
Rather common from Nuuk/Godthab and northwards. 
Only a few colonies in Qaqortoq/Julianehab and Paamiut/ 
Frederikshab. North Greenland: Qaanaaq/Thule-area: 
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Small numbers seen at three sites in the region between 
Issuvissuup Appai/Parker Snow Bugt and Appaarsuit/ 
Hakluyt 0 in 1987 indicating that the species is a widely 
dispersed but rare breeding bird in the area (Kampp 
1990). An observation from the eastern part of the region. 
Kronprins Christian Land: Mallemukfjeldet, 9 June 1907 
(Manniche 1910) seems questionable. Northeast Green­
land: A few records from the mouth of Kangertiitivaq/ 
Scoresby Sund (Pedersen 1926; Meltofte 1976a). South­
east Greenland: No records are published, but the spe­
cies occurs probably as a rare summer visitor. 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland Razorbills are referred 
to ssp. torda (Salomonsen 1963). 

HABITAT: Breeds usually in small colonies (from less 
than five to some hundred pairs) at the outer coast and in 
fiords, on steep sea facing cliffs or on low rocky islands . 
Nests in holes or below stones and usually among gulls or 
other auks. 

POPULATION: 1,500-5,500 pairs are estimated 
(based on GM & OC 1993), which is in accordance with 
Evans' (1984) estimate. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory, but winters quarters un­
known. Some migrates to the waters off Labrador in­
dicated by a ring recovery (Salomonsen 1967). A few 
seen in the Open Water Area and offered at local markets 
in Nuuk town and Maniitsoq town during winter 1987 /88 
(J. Durinck & K. Falk pers. comm.). However, such 
winter birds may have their origin in northwestern Eu­
rope, because two birds ringed as nestlings in Eire and in 
the White Sea-area have been recovered the following 
winter in Qaqortoq/Julianehab and in Maniitsoq/Sukker­
toppen, respectively (ZMUC). Arrival at the breeding 
sites takes place during late Apr and departure during 
Aug (Salomonsen 1981 ). 

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle 

STATUS: Widespread breeder and resident to interre­
gional migrant. West Greenland: Widespread common 
breeder, and common during winter in areas with open 
water (Salomonsen 1967; 1979b). North Greenland: 
Common breeder in the western part as far north as 
Washington Land (Salomonsen 1967; Thing 1976; 
Kampp 1990) and summer visitor to Hall Land (Bennike 
& Kelly 1986). Summer visitor in the eastern part as far 
north as Nord0strundingen in Kronprins Christian Land 
(Manniche 191 O; Mehl um 1989). However, a few pairs 
probably bred in Holm Land in 1993 (K. Falk pers. 
comm.). Northeast Greenland: Common breeder on the 
outer coast of southern Liverpool Land and on the north­
ern part of the Kialiip Kialia/Blosseville Kyst (Degerb01 
& M0hl-Hansen 1935; Korte 1973; Meltofte 1976a). 
Scarce breeder in the inner parts of Kangertiitivaq/Score­
sby Sund (Meltofte 1976a). Further north only one colo­
ny: on Hvalros 0 off Wollaston Farland (Rosenberg et al. 
1970; Meltofte et al. 1981 a; Stemmerik 1990). Manniche 
(1910) reported breeding in the archipelago south of 
Danmarkshavn, but now Black Guillemot occur as sum-
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mer vagrant there (Meltofte 1975; Forchhammer 1990). 
Visitor throughout the region when open water occurs, 
even in winter (Knudsen 1933). Southeast Greenland: 
Widespread and common breeder (H0rring 1939; Salo­
monsen 1979b; Molenaar 1982; Glahder 1992; J. Rosing 
in litt.). 

SUBSPECIES: In Greenland the high arctic ssp. 111a11d­
tii and the low arctic ssp. arctic11s breed. Salomonsen 
(1944) described the population of high arctic North 
America and northern West Greenland as a separate ssp. 
11/ti11111s. This is, however, not generally accepted (Cramp 
1985). Ssp. is/a11dic11s from Iceland is a winter vis itor in 
the Open Water Region (Petersen 1977). 

HABITAT: Breeds in small colonies on coasts and 
islands, where the nest is located in holes and cracks. 
During summer usually in coastal waters, and during 
autumn and winter also in off-shore areas. 

POPULATION: According to the information in the 
seabird database (GM & OC 1993) 25,000- 100,000 pairs 
should breed in Greenland. 

MOVEMENTS: More or less resident. However. 
northern populations forced to migrate by the ice cover. 
The Black Guillemots winter where open water is found. 
even as far north as the Qaanaaq/Thule-area (Vihe 1950). 
Arrival at the breeding sites takes place during Apr and 
May and departure during Aug (Salomonsen 1981 ). 

Little Auk (Dovekie) Alie a/le 

STATUS: Local, mainly high arctic breeder; interregional 
to extralimital migrant and winter visitor. West Green­
land: At present a few colonies in Upernavik and in 
southern Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt. Thc),e colo­
nies are small, for example c. 200 pairs on Kitsis:-.unnguit/ 
Gr0nne Ejland in 1980 and 6000 pairs on Appalcr),alik/ 
Horse Head in 1971 (Evans 1981, 1984; GM & OC 
1993). Previously, small numbers have been breeding a~ 
far south as Qaqortoq/Julianehab (Salomonsen 1950a). In 
mid-July 1992 several Little Auks were seen near the 
islands off Nanortalk (J . Rosing pers. comm.), indicating 
that they still may breed in southern Qaqortoq/Julianc­
hab. A few indvs were heard in a small seabird colony in 
central Nuuk/Godthab in July 1992 (Boertmann & Mos­
bech 1992). Numerous during winter (from Oct) in the 
Open Water Region. North Greenland: QaanaaqlThulc­
area: Many and often huge colonies between northwe.~t­
ern part of Qimusseriarsuaq/Melville Bugt and Uumman­
nap Kangerlua/Wolstenholme Fjord, on Kiatak/Northum­
berland 0 and between Siorapaluup Kangerlua/Robcrt­
son Fjord and lita/Etah in Avannarliit/Ingleficld Land 
(Salomonsen 1967; Roby et al. 1981). Summer visitor to 
Hall Land (Bessels 1879) and to Nord0stvandet Polynya 
off Holm Land (Hjort et al. 1988; Mehl um 1989). North­
east Greenland: Huge colonies around the mouth of 
Kangertiitivaq/Scoresby Sund on outer coast of Liver­
pool Land and on Volquart Boons Kyst (Kampp et al. 
1986). Early reports of breeding on Shannon could not be 
confirmed by Meltofte et al. ( 1981 a). Small numbers may 
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be breeding on Hvalros 0 (Stemmerik 1990). Recorded 
as a sometimes numerous summer visitor off-shore and 
along the coast as far north as 79°N (e.g. Meltofte et al. 
1981 a; Elander & Blomqvist 1986; Forchhammer 1990; 
S!llder 1991) and probably further north. Southeast 
Greenland: Migrant and occurs probably throughout the 
region (Helms 1926; Degerb!lll & M!llhl-Hansen 1935; S. 
Ji.irgensen in lilt.). 

HABITAT: The high arctic colonies are usually in 
loose talus rocks and scree; the low arctic usually in 
crevices on low islands. The Little Auk feeds mostly in 
the pack ice and along ice edges. 

POPULATION: The colonies around Kangertiitivaq/ 
Scoresby Sund are estimated at more than 3.5 million 
pairs (Kampp et al. 1987). Freuchen & Salomonsen 
( 1958) guessed the Qaanaaq/Thule population at 30 mil­
lion indvs, a figure which later was changed to 30 million 
pairs (Salomonsen 1981). However, this order of magni­
tude is supported by spring surveys carried out in western 
Baffin Bay, where at least 14 million indvs were esti­
mated 14-18 May 1978 (Renaud et al. 1982). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. The Open Water Region is 
winter quarter for Little Auks from Svalbard, Northeast 
Greenland and probably the Qaanaaq/Thule-area (Nor­
derhaug 1989; Falk & Kampp 1992). However, many 
from the last mentioned area also migrate to waters off 
Newfoundland (Salomonsen 1967). Arrival at the breed­
ing sites takes place during early May and departure 
during Aug (Salomonsen 1981 ). 

Crested Auklet Aethia cristatella 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Probably Nuuk/Godthdb: between 1968 and 1972 (J. 
Kreutzmann in litt.), ad. 9, skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: The nearest breeding grounds are islands in 
the Bering Sea. 

Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica 

STATUS: Regional high and low arctic breeder and win­
ter visitor. West Greenland: Several colonies in central 
Nuuk/Godthab, in southern Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko 
Bugt and in Upernavik. Elsewhere, one or two colonies in 
Qaqortoq/Julianehiib, two small ( <5 pairs) colonies in 
southern Nuuk/Godthiib, two probable in Maniitsoq/Suk­
kertoppen, two or three small in Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg 
and one or two small in southern Aasiaat/Egedesminde 
(GM & OC 1993). Glahder ( 1993) saw in Aug 1991 
Puffins carrying food off the southeast coast of southern 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab, indicating an unknown breeding 
site. Rare during winter in the Open Water Region. How­
ever, unusually numerous along the coasts and on the 
fishing banks between Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen and Paa­
miut/Frederikshiib in Oct 1993 (GERI unpubl.). North 
Greenland: Three or four small colonies in the Qaanaaq/ 
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Thule-area with the northernmost on Appaarsuit/Haklyut 
0 (Salomonsen 1950a; Kampp 1990). Summer visitors 
recorded north as far as Avannarliit/Inglefield Land (Sa­
lomonsen 1950a). Northeast Greenland: The only 
known breeding site is Appalik/Raftles 0 off southern 
Liverpool Land, but very few breed there (Meltofte 
1976a). Might also breed on Kangikajik/Kap Brewster 
(Meltofte 1976a). Rare summer visitor as far north as 
Mackenzie Bugt (Elander & Blomqvist 1986). Southeast 
Greenland: Rare visitor in the Ammassalik-area (Chap­
man 1934; Salomonsen 1950a). Several seen off-shore 
during a cruise from Nunap Isua/Kap Farvel to Kangersit­
tuaq in Aug I 990 (Glahder 1993), and one 20 July 1992 
in mouth of Inussuarmiut/Skjoldeungesund (J. Rosing in 
litt.). 

SUBSPECIES: The Atlantic population was previ­
ously separated in three ssp. defined on size, but the 
variation is clinally (Cramp 1985). In Greenland, the 
large high arctic Puffins were referred to ssp. 11a11111a,mi 
and the lesser low arctic Puffins to ssp. arctica. Ring 
recoveries show that birds from Iceland (JE. Petersen in 
litt.), the Shetlands, the Faeroe Islands (ssp. grabae) and 
Norway occur as winter visitors (Salomonsen 1967). 

HABITAT: Occurs usually along the outer coast and in 
off-shore areas. Breeds usually in small colonies. In the 
low arctic on islands off outer coast and here nest holes 
are excavated in the soil. In the high arctic Puffins often 
breed on steep cliffs and place nests in crevices or below 
stones. 

POPULATION: 1,500- 3,000 pairs are estimated to 
breed in Greenland today (based on GM & OC 1993). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory, but winter quarters un­
known. Arrival at the breeding sites takes place during 
May and departure during Aug and early Sep (Salomon­
sen 1981). 

REMARK: Salomonsen ( 1979a) mentions a possible 
colony in northern Paamiut/Frederikshiib. This site has 
been visited several times during the recent decade with­
out any records of Puffins (B. Knudsen pers. comm.; own 
observation). 

DOVES AND PIGEONS 
COLUMBIDAE 

Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Paamiut/Frederikshab: Narsalik, IQ July 1901, ly (H!llr­
ring & Salomonsen 1941), skin in ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/ 
Sukkertoppen: 14 Oct 1946 (Salomonsen 1963), Iy, skin 
in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastern Canada. 

SUBSPECIES: The specimens are referred to ssp. car­
oli11ie11sis (Salomonsen 1963). 
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CUCKOOS CUCULIDAE 

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Qassiarsuk, 16 June 1968 (L. Motz­
feldt in litt.), specimen in alcohol in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Scandinavia and the British Isles. 

Black-billed Cuckoo Cocc) zus 
erythrophthalmus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records : 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: c. 1900, ly/2y (H0rring & Salo­
monsen 1941), skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godthab: Qeqer­
tarsuatsiaat/Fiskenresset, 24 Aug 1944, ad. 9 (Salomon­
sen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: 
Kangaamiut, Oct 1893, ly (H1,1rring & Salomonsen 
1941 ), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastern Canada. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyws americanus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehiib: 1874 (Winge I 898), 1 y, skin in 
ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeasternmost Canada. 

SUBSPECIES: The specimen is referred to ssp. a111er­
icm111s (Salomonsen 1963 ). 

OWLS STRIGIDAE 

Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca 

STATUS: Widespread high arctic breeder and widespread 
vagrant. West Greenland: Vagrant in fluctuating num­
bers to the entire region. Most frequent during winter and 
from the Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt-area and north­
wards . North Greenland: Sparse breeder throughout the 
region except for the area west of Sermersuaq/Humboldt 
Gletscher, where it occurs as vagrant (e.g. Salomonsen 
1950a; Meltofte 1976b; Hakansson et al. 1981; Bennike 
& Kelly 1986; Hjort et al. 1988). Northeast Greenland: 
Breeds in fluctuating numbers in the region north of 
Kangertiitivaq/Scoresby Sund (e.g. Meltofte 1975; Mel­
tofte et al. 1981a; Elander & Blomqvist 1986). However, 
exact southern limit is not known. In the peak year 1990 a 
density of 14 pairs/50 km2 was recorded on Traill 0 
(Sittler et al. 1991 ). Southeast Greenland: Vagrant in 
the region mainly during winter (Helms 1926; Salomon­
sen 1950a). 

HABITAT: Breeds in lowland valleys and plains (e.g. 
Hakansson et al. 1981 ). Vagrants and non-breeders also 
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along coast, near bird colonies and sometimes in drift ice 
far from the coast (Kampp & Kristensen 1980b; Aa. 
Meyer pers. comm.). 

POPULATION: The number of breeding pairs arc de­
pendent on the abundance of the lemming Dicrostonyx 
torq11at11s. In years with a low lemming population, the 
Snowy Owls do not breed and only a few non-breeders 
are present in the breeding areas. The most recent lem­
ming peak year in Northeast Greenland with abundant 
breeding (best breeding year for many decade),) of Snowy 
Owls was 1990 when breeding was recorded in Jameson 
Land, Scoresby Land, Traill 0, Th. Thom),cn Land, Ger­
mania Land and Lambert Land (Sittler at al. 1991; Bay in 
press; Lea et al. in prep., J. Graugaard per~. comm.) . 

MOVEMENTS: Partially migratory, nomadic or erup­
tive. The northernmost areas are left for the winter. 

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 

STATUS: Vagrant. West Greenland: Until 1991 c. 40 
records (Salomonsen 1967; Fox & Stroud 1981; K. 
Kampp in Iitt.; W.G. Mattox in Iitt.). Known from all 
municipalities with the major part of the record~ from 
Qaqortoq/Julianchab and the Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Di,ko 
Bugt-area. Recorded May-Dec with peak in May/June. 
Northeast Greenland: Two records: Liverpool Land: 
Ittoqqortoormiit/Scoresbysund, a record without detai J.., 
(Salomonsen 1963). - Hochstetter Farland: Kap Rink. 
June 193 I (Ll,lppenthin 1932; Pedersen 1934). skin in 
ZMUC. Southeast Greenland: Four record~: Amma..,..,a­
lik-area: Amma:,salik town , 28 May 1908 (Helm~ 1910). 
- Same site, 1922 (Pedersen 1930). - Same site. 28 Sep 
1978 (S . Jiirgcn:,en in litt.), skin in ZMUC. - Orf i:oa,t of 
Ammassalik. Oct 1982, two settled on trawler (A : . Pe­
tersen in litt.). 

ORIGIN: Holarctic species, with the nearc~t breeding 
grounds in Iceland and Newfoundland. Salomon~en 
( 1967) assumed that the West Greenland record~ from 
Qeqertarsuup Tunua/Disko Bugt and northward~ had a 
Nearctic origin, and that the spring records from ~outhcrn 
West Greenland and all East Greenland record~ had kc­
landic origin. However, the Short-eared Owl i:-. a sporadic 
breeder in Iceland, and a Scandinavian origin i:-. more 
likely (Petersen 1983). 

NIGHTJARS CAPRIMULGIDAE 

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Paamiut/Frederikshab: Paamiut town, early Sep 1933 
(Salomonsen 1935a). - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppcn : Kan­
gaamiut, 10 Oct 1927 (Oldenow 1933). Both skins previ­
ously in I, but now probably lost. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southern Newfoundland. 
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SUBSPECIES: The Greenland specimens refer to ssp. 
mi11or (Salomonsen 1963). 

SWIFTS APODIDAE 

Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, 1863 (Winge 
1898), skin in ZMUC. - Ilulissat/Jakobshavn: Qullissat, 
20 June 1950 (Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastem Canada. 

KINGFISHERS ALCEDINIDAE 

Belted Kingfisher Cery/e alcyon 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Sermilik, Nanortalik, Nov 1945, I y 
9 (Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/ 
Sukkertoppen: S~ndre Isortoq, May 1932, ad. 9 (Salo­
monsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn: 
R~de Elv at Qeqertarsuaq town, 29 Sep 1983, 9 (Feil­
berg 1985). 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Newfoundland. 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland specimens refer to ssp. 
alcyo11 (Salomonsen 1963). 

WOODPECKERS PICIDAE 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Four records: 
Southwest Greenland: c. 1857-58, 9 (Winge 1898), skin 
in ZMUC. - Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Qaqortoq town, July 
1845, 9 (Winge 1898), skin in ZMUC. - Ammassivik/ 
Sletten, spring 1926, ad. O' (Scheel 1927; Oldenow 
1933), skin previously in I, but now probably lost. -
Qaqortoq town, 6 May 1934, ad. O' (H~rring & Salo­
monsen 1941), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The Greenland speci­
mens refer to ssp. varius (Salomonsen 1963), whose 
nearest breeding grounds are on Newfoundland Island. 

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS 
TYRANNIDAE 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax 
flaviventris 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Off Nunap Isua/Kap Farve!, Sep 
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1878 (Kumlien 1879). - Nuuk/Godthab: Nuuk town, 
summer 1853, two indvs (Winge 1898), one skin in 
ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Newfoundland. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus borealis 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Nanortalik, 29 Aug 1840 (Winge 
1898), ly, skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Newfoundland. 

Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Four records: 
Paamiut/Frederikshab: Arsuk, early Sep 1900 (Helms 
1904 ), I y, skin in ZMUC. - Paamiut town, 5- 6 June 
1990 (B. Knudsen pers. comm.). - Nuuk/Godthab: Nuuk 
town, 23 June 1961, ad. 9 (Salomonsen 1963), skin 
previously in I, but now probably lost. - Maniitsoq/ 
Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, 18 July 1952, ad., previ­
ously in private collection, but now lost (Salomonsen 
1963; E. Mortensen in litt.). 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastem and central Canada. 

LARKS ALAUDIDAE 

Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris 

STATUS: Vagrant and probably occasional breeder. West 
Greenland: Probably annual, but uncommon vagrant. 
Recorded throughout the region (May-Oct occasionally 
in Dec), most frequent in Nuuk/Godthab and Maniitsoq/ 
Sukkertoppen (Salomonsen 1981; N. Andersen 1981; RC 
1979- 80; F. Wille in litt.). North Greenland: Qaanaaq/ 
Thule-area: Several records in recent years, some of 
which indicated breeding (Salomonsen 1981; S. Norup in 
litt.). Vaughan (1988) reported, on second hand, a breed­
ing record from Pituffik/Thule air base, 30 July 1969, but 
it has not been confirmed. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: According to Salomon­
sen ( 1963) the Greenland specimens can be referred to 
ssp. alpestris, which breeds in Quebec and Newfound­
land. However, the records from North Greenland may be 
the high arctic ssp. hoyti, which breeds on Baffin and 
Devon Islands. 

SWALLOWS AND MARTINS 
HIRUNDINIDAE 

Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Seven records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Qassiarsuk, 28 May 1948 (Salo-
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monsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Paamiut/Frederikshab: 
Danas Banke, 26 June 1970, skin in Zoological Museum, 
Berlin (Lambert 1972; RC 1971 ). - Nuuk/Godthab: Itin­
nera, late May 1958 (Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. 
- Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg: Sisimiut town, Apr 1941 (Salo­
monsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Off Sisimiut town, late 
June 1977, caught on trawler, skin in private collection 
(P. Grossmann in litt.). - Aasiaat/Egedesminde: without 
data, skin in local school (Hansen 1968b ). - Qeqer­
tarsuaq/Godhavn: Qeqertarsuaq town, 13 July 1864, skin 
in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Quebec and Newfoundland. 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

STATUS: Rare vagrant. West Greenland: Salomonsen 
(1981 and unpubl.) mentioned 32 records: ads May-July, 
later lys. Most frequent south of Qeqertarsuup Tunua/ 
Disko Bugt and recorded once in each of the two munici­
palities Uummannaq and Upernavik. Southeast Green­
land: Two records: Ammassalik-area: Sermilik, summer 
1904 (Helms 1926). - Ammassalik town, one record in 
the period 1982-1986, without data (S. Ji.irgensen in litt.) . 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Two ssp. are recorded in 
Greenland (Salomonsen 1967): the European ssp. rnstica 
has occurred 14 times in May/June occasionally in Aug. 
The Ammassalik 1904 record belonged to this ssp. The 
North American ssp. e,:whrogaster has been recorded I 9 
times in May-Sep occasionally in Nov. The records from 
Uummannaq and Upemavik belonged to this ssp. Nearest 
breeding grounds in Europe are in Scandinavia and the 
British Isles and in North America on Newfoundland 
Island. 

Cliff Swallow Hinmdo p)1Tho11ota 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Ma­
niitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, spring 1936, ad . 
O', in private collection (H0rring & Salomonsen 194 I). 
North Greenland: One record: Qaanaaq/Thule-area: 
Uummannaq/Dundas, I July 1984 (RC I 988) . 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Salomonsen (1963) as­
signed the first record to ssp. pyrrhonota, whose nearest 
breeding grounds are in southeastern Canada. 

House Martin Delichon urbica 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Sea 
off Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg, spring 1989; found dead on 
trawler, skin in private collection (RC 1990). Northeast 
Greenland: One record: Hold With Hope: Myggbukta, 
17 Sep 1937 (Bird & Bird 1941). Southeast Greenland: 
One record: Ammassalik-area: Sermilik, 13- 26 June 
1902 (Helms 1926), skin in ZMUC. 
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SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Salomonsen (1963) as­
signed the first two records to ssp. urbica, whose nearest 
breeding grounds are in Scandinavia and the British Isles. 

WAGTAILS AND PIPITS 
MOTACILLIDAE 

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 

STATUS: Local low arctic breeder and extralimital mi­
grant. West Greenland: One record: 1844, without local­
ity (Salomonsen 1950a). Northeast Greenland: Prob­
ably annual summer vagrant and very scarce breeder 
south of Kong Oscar Fjord particularly in inner parh of 
Kangertiitivaq/Scoresby Sund (Vibe 1960; Hall 1966; 
Salomonsen 1967; Mortensen et al. 1988; Korte 1988). 
Only one record further north: Payer Land: Revel. 25 
May 1964 (Rosenberg et al. 1970). Southcast Green­
land: Scarce breeder in the Ammassalik-area (I lchm 
1926; H0rring 1939; S. Jiirgensen in litt .). and territorial 
birds seen in the Akeminnarmiit/Skjoldungen-area in 
1992 (J. Rosing pers. comm.). 

SUBSPECIES: The population refers to s~p. pmten~is . 
which is a common breeder in Iceland (Cramp 1988). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory and the winter quarter~ are 
probably the same as for the Icelandic Meadow Pipit~. in 
the we~tern Mediterranean. The Meadow pipit~ arri ve 
mid-May through early June and stay until late Aug 
through mid-Sep. 

Buff-bellied Pipit Anthus rubescens 

STATUS: Regional passage visitor and irregular breeder. 
West Greenland: Irregular and ~carce breeder in the 
region from Nuuk/Godthlib to Upernavik . 1 lowever. 
breeding only proved a few times: Close to mouth of 
Kangerlussuaq/S0ndre Str0mfjord, Qeqertar, uaq/G11d­
havn town and southwestern Nunavik/Svartenhuk where 
it was quite common in 1989 (Woodell 1979; Kampp & 
Kristensen 1980b; Bennike 1990; F. Wille in lilt.). Terri­
torial pairs were seen in Upemavik in 1934 ( Dalgety 
1936). An observation in Qaqortoq/Julianehi'tb in 1979 
indicated breeding (Kampp 1985). Occurs a, wide,pread 
but sparse migrant both spring and autumn (Salomon~en 
1981; Kampp 1985). In autumn (late Aug/early Sep) 
sometimes in considerable numbers (P. Gro~~mann in 
litt.). North Greenland: One record: Qaanaaq/Thule­
area: Annikitsupaluk east of Tasersuit, Aug 1989. two 
pairs probably breeding (Best & Higgs 1990). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The nearest regular 
breeding grounds are on Baffin Island where s~p. ru­
bescellS occurs. 

HABITAT: Breeds in coastal dwarf-shrub heath with 
scattered cliffs and boulders (Woodell 1979; Bennike 
1990). During migration often along the outer coast and 
on off-shore islands. 

MOVEMENTS : Migratory with the winter quarters in 
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the southern USA and Central America. Arrives during 
May/early June and departs during Aug/Sep. 

REMARK: Previously treated as a ssp. of Rock Pipit 
Anthus spinoletta (Knox 1988). 

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 

STATUS: Local low arctic breeder and extralimital mi­
grant. West Greenland: Uncommon summer vagrant. 
Recorded as far north as Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn, most 
frequent in the southern municipalities. Breeding has 
been attempted at Kangerlussuaq/S0ndrestr0mfjord air­
port in 1980 (Salomonsen 1981; H. Thing in lilt.) and it 
probably bred in Qaqortoq/Julianehab in 1962 and 1964 
(Zobbe 1973). Northeast Greenland: Probably annual 
summer vagrant south of Kong Oscar Fjord and perhaps 
irregular breeder in Ittoqqortoormiit/Scoresbysund (Pe­
dersen 1930; Salomonsen 1950a). Vagrant as far north as 
Danmarkshavn, Germania Land (e.g. Meltofte et al. 
1981a; Forchhammer 1990). Southeast Greenland: An­
nual autumn migrant and irregular breeder in the Ammas­
salik-area (Helms 1926; Salomonsen 1950a; Molenaar 
1982; S. Jiirgensen in litt.). 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland White Wagtails refer to 
ssp. alba (Salomonsen 1967), whose nearest regular 
breeding grounds are in Iceland. 

HABITAT: Breeds usually close to human settlements. 
MOVEMENTS: Migratory with winter quarters prob­

ably in West Africa, where also the Icelandic birds win­
ter. Arrival takes place in early May and departure in Aug 
(Salomonsen 1967). 

WAXWINGS BOMBYCILLIDAE 

Bohemian Waxwing Bombycil/a garru/us 

STATUS: Accidental. Northeast Greenland: Two re­
cords: Liverpool Land: Uunarteq/Kap Tobin, 13-14 June 
1931, four indvs, one skin in Zoological Museum, Berlin 
(Salomonsen 1935a). - Germania Land: Danmarkshavn, 
Apr 1967 (A. Nielsen pers. comm.). Southeast Green­
land: Ammassalik-area: Ammassalik town, 14-24 Nov 
1974 (S. Jiirgensen in Iitt.). - Same site, 30 Oct 1976, two 
indvs (S. Jiirgensen in lilt.). 

ORIGIN: The 1931 record refers to ssp. garm/11s (Sa­
lomonsen 1967), whose nearest breeding grounds are in 
northern Scandinavia. The later records have probably 
been the same ssp. 

WRENS TROGLODYTIDAE 

Marsh Wren Cistothorus pa/ustris 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fiskenresset, Oct 1820 
(Reinhardt 1824 ). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen was lost 
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before 1898 (Winge 1898), so it cannot be assigned to 
ssp. 

REMARK: The description given by Reinhardt (1824) 
leaves no doubt on the identification. 

THRUSHES AND CHATS 
TURD/DAE 

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 

STATUS: Widespread mainly low arctic breeder and ex­
tralimital migrant. West Greenland: Abundant breeder 
throughout the region. Recorded population densities: 61 
pairs/20 km2 in Nuuk/Godthab in 1928 (Longstaff 1932); 
7 pairs/km2 in a coastal area in Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn in 
1990 (Frimer 1991a); 11 - 12 pairs/1.52 km2 in Ilulissat/ 
Jakobshavn in 1964 (Joensen & Preuss 1972). North 
Greenland: Breeds scarcely in the western part as far 
north as Iita/Etah in Avannarliit/Inglefield Land (Salo­
monsen 1967). Rare summer visitor to the eastern part 
with five records from Peary Land (Salomonsen 1967; 
Grant 1972; Hakansson et al. 1981; Bennike & Higgins 
1989) and one from Kilen in Kronprins Christian Land 
(Hjort et al. 1988). Northeast Greenland: Sparse but 
annual breeder probably as far north as Dove Bugt (Mel­
tofte et al. 1981 a) and irregular breeder further north to 
Nordmarken (Cabot et al. 1988) and Hertugen af Orleans 
Land (Bay in press). A survey carried out in western 
Liverpool Land in 1979 resulted in 4 pairs/18.5 km2 

(Hansen undated). Southeast Greenlan(I: Probably 
widespread breeder (H0rring 1939). Common in the Am­
massalik-area (Helms 1926; S. Jiirgensen in litt.). 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland, Icelandic and northeast 
Canadian populations refer to ssp. /eucorrhoa. 

HABITAT: Breeds in dry areas with boulders and 
rocky outcrops. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory with the winter quarters in 
tropical Africa. Arrives late Apr through late May and 
most have left at the end of Sep, indvs sometimes present 
until late Oct (Salomonsen 1981; Frimer 1991 a). 

White's Thrush Zoothera dauma 

STATUS: Accidental. Northeast Greenland: One re­
cord: Wollaston Forland, Daneborg, Oct 1954 (Salomon­
sen 1963), I y(?), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The record refers to ssp. 
a urea (Salomonsen I 963 ), whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in the Ural Mountains in Russia. 

Hermit Thrush Chatarus guttata 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Five records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Off-shore, 58°48'N, 49° 16'W, 9 
June 1867 (Salomonsen 1967). - Nanortalik, May 1908 
(H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 ), 2y, skin in ZMUC. -
Paamiut/Frederikshab: Qeqertarsuaq/Storpen, 2 May 
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1923 (Olsen 1925), ad., skin in ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/ 
Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, 27 Oct 1966 (Salomon­
sen 1967), ly, skin in ZMUC. - Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg: 
Sisimiut town, 23 Oct 1970 (0. Laland in lilt.) , ly, skin 
in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Salomonsen (1963) as­
signed the records to ssp. faxoni, whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in southern Newfoundland. 

Grey-cheeked Thrush Chatartts minimus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Site unknown: 1854, ly/2y (Winge 1898), skin in 
ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godthab: Ameralik Fjord, 28 June 1845, 
ly/2y (Winge 1898), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Salomonsen ( 1963) as­
signed the records to ssp. 111i11i11111s, whose nearest breed­
ing grounds are in Newfoundland. 

Common Blackbird Turdus merula 

STATUS: Rare vagrant. West Greenland: Three records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Alluitsup Paa/Sydpri;)ven, 29 Nov 
1915 (Helms & Schii;)ler 1917), ly a, skin in ZMUC. -
Prins Christian Sund Radiostation, 5-21 Jan 1970 (Ni;)rre­
vang 1973). - Narsaq, c. 1985 (K.L. Egede in lilt.). North 
Greenland: One record: Kronprins Christian Land: Sta­
tion Nord, 1964 (Ri;ien 1965), mummified 9 found in 
June, in ZMUC. Northeast Greenland: Five records: 
Liverpool Land: Uunarteq/Kap Tobin, 8 Apr 1928 (Pe­
dersen 1930), 2y O', skin in ZMUC. - Scoresby Land: 
Antarctic Havn, 1984, mummified I y/2y O' found in 
Aug, (W.J . Higgs in litt.) . - Wollaston Farland: Sabine 0, 
Nov 1922, six indvs (Knudsen 1933). - Germania Land: 
Danmarkshavn, 18- 19 Dec 1984. - Same site, 23 June 
1987 (both Forchhammer 1990). Southeast Greenland: 
Three records: Ammassalik-area: 15 km NE of Ammas­
salik town, 1971 (B. Fristrup in litt.), mummified ly/2y 
9 found in July, in ZMUC. - Ammassalik town, 26 
Nov-20 Dec 1977 (S. Ji.irgensen in litt.). - Same site, Nov 
1985, two lys (S. Ji.irgensen in litt.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The Greenland records 
refer to the West European ssp. meru/a, whose nearest 
breeding grounds are on the Faeroe Islands, the British 
Isles and in Scandinavia. 

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 

STATUS: Vagrant and local low arctic and resident 
breeder. West Greenland: A small breeding population 
established in Qaqortoq/Julianehab following a large in­
flux in Jan 1937. However, very scarce since the snow­
rich winter of 1966/67 (Salomonsen 1951, 1979a, 1981 ). 
The species still present in Qanassiassat in the head of 
Tunulliarfik Fjord, Qaqortoq/Julianehab in 1987 (K. 
Hi;)egh in lilt.) and in 1990 (N.H. Lynge pers. comm.). 
Vagrant as far north as Nuuk/Godthab, where breeding 
has occurred near head of Ameralik Fjord (Salomonsen 
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1979a). North Greenland: One record: Kronprins Chri­
stian Land: Station Nord, 1979, mummified specimen 
found in Aug (Hjort 1982). Northeast Greenland: Five 
or more records: Liverpool Land: lltoqqortoormiit/Scu­
resbysund, mid-Oct 1976, several 100 indvs after snow­
storm (B. Christensen in litt.; N. Kromann in lilt.). -
Ymer 0: 20 Jan 1937, several indvs of which one in 
British Museum, Natural History (Bird & Bird 1941 ). -
Germania Land: Danmarkshavn, 3-14 Oct 1970 (Mel­
tofte 1975). - Same site, 18- 19 Dec 1984. - Smne site, 26 
June-12 Aug 1988 (both Forchhammer 1990). Southeast 
Greenland: Ammassalik-area: Ammassalik town, I Dec 
1935 (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941). - Same site, 7- 17 
Nov 1976, three indvs (Salomonsen 1979a). 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat in Greenland i:-. the 
lush Befit/a and Sa/ix shrubs in the interior part of the 
fiords . 

MOVEMENTS: The breeding population in Green­
land is resident. 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species with the ne,ire,t regular 
breeding grounds in Scandinavia. 

REMARK: New immigration may very well occur. a~ 
indicated by the large numbers of Fieldfarc:-, recorded in 
East Greenland in 1976. Cf. the occurrence of Redwing:-. 
in West and Northeast Greenland the same year. 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

STATUS: Accidental. Northeast Greenland: One re­
cord: Clavering 0 : Dahls Skrer, 1982 (J. Ladegfird in 
litt.), mummified ly/2y found in June, in ZM UC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen belong, to 
the continental European ssp. philomelos, which ha:-. it~ 
nearest breeding grounds in Scandinavia. 

Redwing Turdus iliacus 

STATUS: Vagrant and occasional breeder. West Green­
land: Rather frequent vagrant (Oct-May) as for north a, 
Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn, sometimes in large number~ a~ in 
Nov 1976 in Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn (Kristen~en 1979). 
Breeding has been recorded in 1948 and 1967: and in 
1990- 1991 a small population seems to have been estab­
lished in the plantation of Qanassiassat in Qaqortoq/ 
Julianehi\b (Salomonsen I 979a, I 98 I ; N.H. Lynge per~. 
comm.). Northeast Greenland: Two or more records: 
Liverpool Land: Ittoqqortoormiit/Scoresbysund, 6 Oct 
1934 (Petersen 1941). - Same site, mid-Oct 1976, several 
I 00 indvs after snowstorm (Salomonsen 1981 ; B. Chri­
stensen in litt.; N. Kromann in lilt.). Southeast Green­
land: Rather frequent visitor in the Ammassalik-area in 
Oct/Nov and in Apr/May (Salomonsen I 98 I ; S. Jiirgen­
sen in litt.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The records from North­
east Greenland, Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn and one from Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab (Aappilaltoq, 25 Jan 1925) refer to ssp. 
iliacus from Scandinavia (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 ; 
Kristensen 1979; Salomonsen 1979a, 1981 ). All other 
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specimens identified were ssp. cobumi from Iceland and 
the Faeroe Islands (Salomonsen· 1981 ). 

HABITAT: The breeding habitat is the lush Belltla and 
Sa/ix shrubs in the interior part of the fiords (Salomonsen 
1981). 

American Robin Turdus migratorius 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Six records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Qoornoq, c. 1865 (Winge 1898), ly O', 
skin in ZMUC. - Kangerluarsussuaq/Grredefjord, 26 Sep 
1899 (Hjijrring & Salomonsen 1941), ly 9, skin in 
ZMUC. - Kangeq, mid-Oct 1944, O', skin in Museum of 
Natural History, Ottawa (Rand 1947). - Maniitsoq/Suk­
kertoppen: Maniitsoq town, c. 1881 (Winge 1898), ly 9, 
skin in ZMUC. - Atammik, early Oct 1939 (Salomonsen 
1963), ly O', skin in NKA. - Kangaamiut, summer 1946 
(Salomonsen 1963), ad. O', skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Nearctic species, of 
which two ssp. have occurred in Greenland (Salomonsen 
1963): ssp. migratorius (the three early records from 19th 
century), whose nearest breeding grounds are in central 
and northern Canada and ssp. 11igride11s (the three later 
records) from Newfoundland and Quebec. 

OLD WORLD WARBLERS 
SYLVIIDAE 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

STATUS: Accidental. Southeast Greenland: One re­
cord: Ammassalik-area: Ammassalik town, 15 Nov 1916 
(Salomonsen 1963), ly O', in alcohol in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The record refers to ssp. 
atricapilla (Salomonsen 1963), whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in Scandinavia and the British Isles. 

Willow Warbler Phy/loscopus trochilus 

STATUS: Accidental. Northeast Greenland: One re­
cord: Hold With Hope: Myggbukta, 18 Sep 1937, skin in 
British Museum, Natural History (Bird & Bird 1941 ). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Bird & Bird (1941) re­
ferred the specimen to the Scandinavian ssp. acredula, 
while Williamson ( 1962) assigned it to the British and 
central European ssp. trochiltts. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Nanortalik, 1860 (Winge 1898). -
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Nuuk/Godthab: Nuuk town, 2 Oct 1956, O' and 9 (Salo­
monsen 1963), skins in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The Greenland records 
refer to ssp. calendula (Salomonsen 1963), whose nearest 
breeding grounds are in Newfoundland. 

CROWS AND JAYS CORVIDAE 

Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Nuuk town, summer 1973, stayed in the 
town for a long period (T. Duch pers. comm.). Southeast 
Greenland: Off-shore: Dohrn Banke, 65°09'N, 
29°08'W, 6 Nov 1955, settled on trawler and was later 
released in Reykjavik (IE. Petersen in lilt.). 

ORIGIN: Palearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds on the British Isles and in Scandinavia. 

Rook Corvus frugilegus 

STATUS: Accidental. Southeast Greenland: One re­
cord: Ammassalik-area: Kulusuk/Kap Dan, 20 Mar 190 I 
(Helms 1926), ad., skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The Greenland record 
refers to ssp.frugilegus (Salomonsen 1963), whose near­
est breeding grounds are on the British Isles and in 
southern Scandinavia. 

Carrion Crow Co,-vus corone 

STATUS: Accidental. Southeast Greenland: Two re­
cords: Ammassalik-area: Kulusuk/Kap Dan, 19 Mar 1897 
(Helms 1926), ad., skin in ZMUC. - Sermilik Fjord, late 
May 1907 (Helms 1926), ad., skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The Greenland records 
are Hooded Crows ssp. comix, whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in Scandinavia and the northern parts of the 
British Isles. 

Common Raven Corvus corax 

STATUS: Widespread and mainly resident breeder. West 
Greenland: Common breeder throughout the region. Re­
ported population densities: I pair/20 km2 in Nuuk/Godt­
hab in 1928 (Longstaff 1932); 7 probable pairs/750 km2 

in interior Aasiaat/Egedesminde in 1979 (Fox & Stroud 
1981 ). North Greenland: Breeds in the western part of 
the region as far north as western Avannarliit/Inglefield 
Land (Salomonsen 1967). In 1876 found breeding in Hall 
Land (see Bennike & Kelly 1986). In central and eastern 
part of the region only one record: Nansen Land, 10 July 
1984 (Bennike & Higgins 1989). Northeast Greenland: 
Sparse breeder as far north as Ymer 0 (Meltofte 1976a; 
Sittler 1988, Sittler et al. 1991 ). Further north, breeding 
or probable breeding has been recorded in recent years 
from Hold With Hope, Hochstetter Farland and Bessel 
Fjord (Meltofte et al. 1981 a; Elander & Blomqvist 1986; 
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Dennis 1988; Boertmann et al. 1991 ). Visitor (Mar-Oct) 
or probable breeder at least af far north as Germania Land 
(Meltofte 1975; Forchhammer 1990; J. Graugaard pers. 
comm.). Southeast Greenland: Widespread breeder 
(H\'irring 1939; Salomonsen 1967; Gravlund 1991 ). 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland population belongs to 
the Nearctic ssp. pri11cipalis (Salomonsen 1963). 

HABITAT: The nest is located on steep cliffs. The 
Ravens occur in nearly all kinds of habitats, sometimes 
even in the drift ice far off the coast (Due d' Orleans 1907; 
Kampp & Kristen~en 1980b; J. Durinck in litt.; Aa. 
Meyer pers. comm.). 

POPULATION: Early in this century the Raven was 
more common in Northeast Greenland than today (Man­
niche 191 O; Elander & Blomqvist 1986). It seems, how­
ever, to be slowly increasing again. 

MOVEMENTS: Dispersive, resident or partially mi­
gratory ( I ys). Even during winter Ravens are recorded in 
the high arctic . 

STARLINGS STURN/DAE 

Common Starling Sturnus I ulgaris 

STATUS: Rare vagrant. West Greenland: C. 29 records 
(May; Aug-Nov, occasionally -Dec) until 1989: two in 
Paamiut/Frederikshab, three in Nuuk/Godth, b, the rest in 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab (Salomonsen 1967; 1981 , unpubl. ; 
T. Duch in lilt. ; B. Knudsen pers. comm.). One indv. 
stayed in Paamiut town for several years. The three skins 
in ZMUC are all from the autumn and all are I y~. North­
east Greenland: Three recordl>: Liverpool Land: l1toq­
qortoormiit/ Scoresbysund, 17 Oct 1934 (Peterl,en 1941 ). 
- Hold With Hope: Myggbukta, 5 Oct 1935, fi ve indvs of 
which one in British Museum, Natural History (Bird & 
Bird 1941 ). - Off-shore Jameson Land: 71 °40' N, 
l5°00'W, 21 Mar 1952 (Berland 1961). Southeast 
Greenland: Eight records from the Ammassalik-area: 
May, two in Oct, Sep/Oct, Dec, spring and two undated 
(H\'irring & Salomonsen 1941 ; S. Jiirgensen in lilt.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The Greenland records 
refer to ssp. vulgaris, whose nearest breeding grounds are 
in Iceland, Scandinavia and the British Isles. 

VIREOS VIREONIDAE 

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Four records : 
Site unknown, 1844 (Winge 1898), skin in ZMUC. -
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Qorlortoq, Nallunaq/Skovfjord, 
early Nov 1967 (L. Motzfeldt in litt.), mummified speci­
men in ZMUC. - Narsaq, 3 Oct 1972 (B. Corfitz S\'iren­
sen in lilt.), skin in ZMUC. - Paamiut/Frederikshab: 
Kangilineq, Nov 1941 (Salomonsen I 963), skin in 
ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimens probably 
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refer to ssp. olivaceus, whose nearest breeding grounds 
are on Newfoundland Island. 

Solitary Vireo Vireo solitarius 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Off Nunap lsua/Kap Farve), Oct 1956, 
specimen in Icelandic Museum of Natural History (/E. 
Petersen in lilt.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen probably 
refers to ssp. so/itarius, whose nearest breeding grounds 
are in southeastern Canada. 

FINCHES FRINGILLIDAE 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Narsaq, 14 May 1967 (Salomonscn 
1967), ad. CJ', skin in ZMUC. Southeast Greenland: 
One record: Ammassalik-area: Ammassalik town , 17 Sep 
1968 (I. Rahbek in lilt.), ly CJ', skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The Greenland ~pcci ­
mens belong to ssp. coe/eps , which have the neare,t 
breeding grounds in Scandinavia and the Briti!->h blc\ . 

Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea 

STATUS: Widespread low arctic breeder and mainl y e,­
tralimital migrant. West Greenland: Abundant breeder 
throughout the region. Reported population dcrn,itic~: 149 
pair~/20 km~ in Nuuk/Godthab in 1928 (Long,taff I 932): 
4 pairs/km: in a coastal area in Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn in 
1990 (Frimer 199 la); 4.6 pairs/ 1.52 km: in lluli !->~at/Ja­
kobshavn in 1964 (Joensen & Preuss 1972). North 
Greenland: Salomonsen ( 1967) stated that the Redpoll 
breeds as far north as Qimusseriarsuaq/Melville Bugt. 
However, the species has expanded the breeding area 
northwards, and Vaughan ( 1988) reported breeding in the 
Qaanaaq/Thule-area at Pituffik/Thule air base in 1983 
1985. Northeast Greenland: Scarce breeder a!-> far north 
as Kong Oscar Fjord (Waterson & Waterson 1970: Salo­
monsen 1981 ). Single birds have been recorded a, far 
north as Hold With Hope (Dennis 1988) and breeding 
occurred at Danmarkshavn, Germania Land in 1988 
(Forchhammer 1990). Southeast Greenland: Wide­
spread breeder (Salomonsen 1967). 

SUBSPECIES: The population in Greenland and 
northeastern Canada is recognized as ssp. roJtrata. 
Lesser Redpoll (ssp. cabaret) has occurred once in East 
Greenland: Ammassalik-area: Kuummiit, 6 Sep 1933, ad. 
CJ' (L. Svensson pers. comm.), skin in ZMUC. 

HABITAT: Most common in inland areas in lush Sa/ix 
and Belltla shrub. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. Small numbers winter in 
the inland from Nuuk/Godthab and southwards, but the 
majority migrate to Canada. The Southeast Greenland 
populations migrate to Iceland and the British Isles. Ar-
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rives at the breeding grounds late Apr through late May 
and stay in West Greenland until late Aug through Oct, in 
Southeast Greenland until early Dec (Helms 1926; Salo­
monsen 1967; Frimer 1991a; S. JUrgensen in litt.). 

Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni 

STATUS: Widespread high arctic breeder and interre­
gional migrant. West Greenland: Very scarce breeder in 
Uummannaq and Upernavik. Bred probably in Qeqer­
tarsuaq/Godhavn in 1978 (Kampp & Kristensen 1980b). 
Widespread winter visitor (Sep-Apr occasionally -June); 
most common from Sisimiut/Holsteinsborg and north­
wards (Salomonsen 1967; Hansen 1968a, 1968b; Hansen 
1971 ; P. Grossmann in litt.). North Greenland: Scarce 
breeder in the Qaanaaq/Thule-area and in the eastern part 
as far north as Independence Fjord (Salomonsen 1967; 
Hlikansson et al. I 981 ). Recorded several times at Jl')rgen 
Brl')nlund Fjord in Peary Land, but without indication of 
breeding (Meltofte 1976a; Bennike & Higgins 1989). 
Northeast Greenland: Scarce, but locally common 
breeder throughout the region from Kangertiitivaq/Sco­
resby Sund and northwards (Pedersen 1942; Salomonsen 
I 967; Meltofte et al. 1981 a; Cabot et al. I 988; Boertmann 
et al. 199 I). Densities of up to 7.8 territories/km2 were 
found in selected areas in Dove Bugt and Germania Land 
(Boertmann et al. 1991 ). Southeast Greenland: Com­
mon winter visitor at least as far south as Ammassalik 
(Helms 1926; Degerb!'ll & M!'lhl-Hansen 1935). 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland population is referred 
to ssp. l10me111w111i; sometimes treated as a ssp. of Red­
poll: C. flammea homemanni. 

HABITAT: Breeds in well vegetated inland areas (e.g. 
Hlikansson et al. 1981; Boertmann et al. 1990), and is 
often just a visitor to coastal areas as Hochstetter Forland, 
Wollaston Forland and Hold With Hope (Rosenberg et al. 
1970; Meltofte et al. 1981 a; Elander & Blomqvist 1986). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory but the majority stay 
within Greenland. Recorded during winter as far north as 
Hold with Hope and the Qaanaaq/Thule-area (Salomon­
sen 1950a). Autumn migrants seen from early Aug in the 
Kangersittuaq-area in Southeast Greenland (Degerb!'ll & 
M!'lhl-Hansen 1935) and from Oct in Qeqertarsuaq/God­
havn (Frimer 1991a). 

Two-barred Crossbill Loxia leucoptera 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Four records: 
Site unknown, c. 1857, ad. O' (Winge 1898), skin in 
ZMUC. - Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Yderl')erne, 1856, one 9 
and two ly/2ys (Winge 1898), all skins in ZMUC. -
Narsaq Kujalleq/Frederiksdal, spring 1900, ad. O' (H!'lr­
ring & Salomonsen 1941), skin in ZMUC. - Qaqortoq 
town, Feb 1947, ad. O' (Salomonsen 1963), skin in 
ZMUC. Southeast Greenland: Site unknown, c. 1830, 
ad. O' (Winge 1898). 
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SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimens refer to 
the Nearctic ssp. leucoptera, whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in Newfoundland (Salomonsen 1963). 

Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Mellemlandet near Narsarsuaq air­
port, 16 July 1990 (K. Falk pers. comm.), ly, specimen in 
ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Kangaamiut, autumn 
1928, I y O' (Oldenow 1933; H0rring & Salomonsen 
I 941 ), skin previously in I, but now probably lost. -
Napassoq, 5 Aug 1933, ly O' (Salomonsen 1935a), skin 
previously in I, but now probably lost. Northeast Green­
land: One record: Wollaston Forland: Kap Herschell, I 
July I 953, 9 , skin in Zoological Museum, Oslo (Hagen 
1956). Southeast Greenland: Two records: Ammassa­
lik-area: Between Ammassalik and Kangersittuaq, 1930 
or 1931, ad. O', skin in British Museum, Natural History 
(Salomonsen 1935a). - Ammassalik town, 1953, 9 (Sa­
lomonsen 1963, but as Two-barred Crossbill), head pre­
served in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: All specimens belong to 
the Palearctic ssp. c1m•irostra, whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in Scandinavia and Scotland (H!'lrring & 
Salomonsen 1941 ; Salomonsen 1963 ). 

Pine Grosbeak Pinicola enucleator 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Narsaq, 23 Oct I 919, I y (H!'lrring 
& Salomonsen 1941 ), fragment s of a skin in ZMUC. -
Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn: Qivittut, I Mar 1954 (Salomon­
sen 1963), ly 9 , skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Salomonsen (1963) as­
signed the specimens to the Nearctic ssp. leucura , whose 
nearest breeding grounds are in Newfoundland. How­
ever, Hl')rring & Salomonsen ( 1941 ), could not identify 
the first specimen with certainty. 

REMARK: The Narsaq specimen was published as 
originating from Alluitsup Paa/Sydpr0ven (H!'lrring & 
Salomonsen 1941; Salomonsen 1963, 1967). The label on 
the specimen, however, says Nordprl')ven which was an 
old Danish and now ceased name for the town of Narsaq. 

NEW WORLD WARBLERS 
PAR UL/DAE 

Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora ch1ysoptera 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Alluitsup Paa/Sydpr!'lven, autumn 
1966, skeleton in ZMUC. 
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ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in northeastern USA. 

Tennessee Warbler Vermivora peregrina 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Narsaq, 1898, ad. O' (H0rring & Salo­
monsen 1941), skin in ZMUC. -Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fiske­
n:esset, 3 I Aug 1840 (Winge 1898; H0rring & Salomon­
sen 1941 as Nashville Warbler), ly, skin in ZMUC. -
Itinnera, autumn 1991, ly, (J . Rosing pers. comm.), skin 
in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southern Newfoundland. 

Orange-crowned Warbler Vermivora caelata 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nu uk/Godthab: Lichtenfels, Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fisken:es­
set, 14 Oct 1906, ly (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941), skin 
in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen belongs to 
the eastern ssp. cae/ata (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 ), 
whose nearest breeding grounds are in southern New­
foundland. 

Nashville Warbler Vermivora rnficapilla 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Site unknown, c. 1895, ly/2y (H0rring & Salomonsen 
1941 ), skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godthab: Qeqertarsuat­
siaat/Fisken:esset, I 0 Oct 1823, I y (Winge I 898), skin in 
ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimens belong to 
ssp. ruficapil/a (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 ), whose 
nearest breeding grounds are in southern Quebec. 

REMARK: A specimen from 1840 has been re-identi­
fied as Tennessee Warbler. 

Northern Parula Paruta americana 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Four records : 
Southwest Greenland: 1857, I y O' (Winge 1898), skin in 
ZMUC. - Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Off shore 60°09'N, 
46°05'W, 21 Sep 1992, ly 9, settled on trawler and 
released in Qaqortoq town (C. Glahder pers. comm.). -
Nuuk/Godthab: Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fisken:esset, Aug 
I 900, ad.(?) O' (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 ), skin in 
ZMUC. - Nuuk town, 8 Oct 1952, O' (Salomonsen 
1963), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastern Canada. 

Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, summer 1940, 
2y (Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Same site, 12 
Oct 1976, ly ct, skin in ZMUC. 
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SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimens belong to 
ssp. aestiva (Salomonsen 1963), whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in southern Quebec . 

Chestnut-sided Warbler Dendroica pensylvanica 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Nanortalik, winter 1887, ly 9 
(Winge 1898), skin in ZMUC. - Alluitsup Paa/Sydpr0-
ven, 12 Sep 1974, ly (Pihl 1976; RC 1974). - Aasiaat/ 
Egedesminde: Aqisserniaq, summer 1955, I y O' (Han~en 
1968b; RC 1965- 69), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastern Canada. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler Dendroica 
caerulescens 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Sarloq, Sep 1964, ad. Cl' (L. An­
dreassen in litt.), skin probably in ZMUC. - Maniit~oq/ 
Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, 25 Sep 1965 (A . Hansen 
in litt.), ad . O' , skin in ZMUC. - Uummannaq : five 
nautical miles off Uummannaq town, 21 Oct 1988. I y. 
skin in private collection (RC 1989; P. Gro~smann in 
lilt.). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the 
nearest breeding grounds in southeastern Canada (ssp. 
caeru/escens). 

Pine Warbler Dendroica pinus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Nuuk town, I Oct 1899, I y (I lorring & 
Salomonsen 1941 ), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen belong~ to 
ssp. pinus (H~rring & Salomonsen 1941), who~c ne,tre,t 
breeding grounds are in southernmost Quebec. 

Black-throated Green Warbler Dendroica virens 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three record~: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Qaqortoq town, 1853 (Winge 
1898). - Paamiut/Frederikshab: 15 nautical mile~ we~t of 
Arsuk, 29 Sep 1949, ly 9 (Salomonsen 1950b). ~kin in 
ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, au­
tumn I 933, ad. O', skin in private collection (Salomon­
sen 1935a). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimens belong to 
ssp. virens (Salomonsen 1963), whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in southern Newfoundland. 

Blackburnian Warbler Dendroica fusca 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Off-shore Qaqortoq, autumn c. 
1985, 9 , skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godthab: Nuuk town, 
20 Sep 1953, ly 9 (Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. 
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ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastern Canada. 

Magnolia Warbler Dendroica magnolia 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Kangeq, autumn 1875, ly O'(Winge 
1898), skin in ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Appa­
miut, 6 Oct 1950, ly (Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. 
- Aasiaat/Egedesminde: Aasiaat town, 20 May 1880, ad. 
O' (R. MUiier leg.), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds on Newfoundland Island. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Six records: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Qaqortoq town, I 847, 2y O' (Winge 
1898), skin in ZMUC. - Nanortalik, 23 May 1880 
(Winge 1898). - Nuuk/Godthab: Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fiske­
messet, 21 May 1841 (Winge 1898) 2y(?) O', skin in 
ZMUC. - Kangeq, 28 Oct 1937, 9 or ly (H!ilrring & 
Salomonsen 1941), skin previously in I, but now prob­
ably lost. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Appamiut, 15 Oct 
I 93 I, 9 or I y (Oldenow 1933). - Qeqertarsuaq/God­
havn: Qeqertarsuaq town, 31 July I 878, O' (Kumlien 
1879). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimens belong to 
the ssp. coronata (H!ilrring & Salomonsen 1941 ), whose 
nearest breeding grounds are in Newfoundland. 

Blackpoll Warbler Dendroica striata 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Seven records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Alluitsoq Kangerlua/Lichtenau 
Fjord, 14 Oct 1911, ly (H!ilrring & Salomonsen 1941), 
skin in ZMUC. - Alluitsoq/Lichtenau, late Oct 19 I I, two 
Iys (H!,'lrring & Salomonsen 1941), skins in ZMUC. -
Isua copper mine, I 5 Oct I 911, I y (H!ilrring & Salomon­
sen 1941), skin in ZMUC. - Narsarsuaq airport, spring 
I 984, ad. O', skin in private collection (T. Duch pers. 
comm.). - Nuuk/Godthab: Summer 1853 (Winge 1898). 
- Nuuk town, 20 Oct 195 I, Iy (Salomonsen 1963), skin 
in ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Narsarmiut, 18 
Sep 1919, ly 9 (H!ilrring & Salomonsen 1941), skin in 
ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Newfoundland. 

Bay-breasted Warbler Dendroica castanea 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Narsaq, 15 Oct 1898, ly (H!ilrring & 
Salomonsen 1941), skin in ZMUC. 
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ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastern Canada. 

American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Five records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Qaqortoq town, 18 Oct 1965, ly O' 
(Zobbe 1966; RC 1965- 69). - Paamiut/Frederikshab: 
Paamiut town, Nov 1964, ly O' (A. Hansen in litt.). -
Nuuk/Godthab: Nuuk town, 18 Oct 1946 (Salomonsen 
1963), I y O', skin in ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: 
Atammik, 3 Oct 1952, I y (Salomonsen I 963). - Kangaa­
miut, 27 Sep 1952, ly 9 (Salomonsen 1963), skin in 
ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: Salomonsen (1967) as­
signed the records to ssp. tricolora, whose nearest breed­
ing grounds are in southern Newfoundland. 

Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapillus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Four records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Narsaq, 15 Oct 1933 (H!ilrring & Salo­
monsen 1941), ly, skin in ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/Suk­
kertoppen: Napassoq, 1943 (Salomonsen I 963). - Ma­
niitsoq town, 25 Mar 1946 (Salomonsen I 963), 2y, skin 
in ZMUC. - Ilulissat/Jakobshavn: Saqqaq, 18 Oct 1954 
(Salomonsen 1963), Iy, skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The records refer to ssp. 
aurocapi/111s (Salomonsen 1963), whose nearest breeding 
grounds are on Newfoundland Island. 

Northern Waterthrush Seiurus noveboracensis 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Nanortalik 1882 (Winge 1898), Iy, 
skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen belongs to 
ssp. noveboracensis (Salomonsen 1963 ), whose nearest 
breeding grounds are in Newfoundland. 

Louisiana Waterthrush Seiurus motacilla 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Ma­
niitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, 1949 (Salomon­
sen 1963), Iy, skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in northeastern USA. 

Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Narsaq, 20 Oct 1929, O' (Oldenow 
1933), skin previously in I, but now probably lost. -
Nuuk town, 22 Sep 1953 (Salomonsen 1963), Iy O', skin 
in ZMUC. - Same site, 6 Oct 1956 (Salomonsen 1963), 
I y(?) 9 , skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimens refer to 
ssp. brachydacty/11s (Salomonsen 1963), whose nearest 
breeding grounds are on Newfoundland Island. 
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Mourning Warbler Oporornis philadelphia 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Qaqortoq town, 1853 (Winge 
1898). - N uuk/Godthab: Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fiskenresset, 
1846 (Winge 1898). - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Atam­
mik, 10 Sep 1953, ly (Salomonsen 1963, 1967 with year 
1956), skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds on Newfoundland Island. 

Wilson's Warbler Wilsonia pusilla 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Ma­
niitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Atammik, 30 Sep 1975 (RC 1977-
78), I y et, skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in Newfoundland. 

Canada Warbler Wilsonia canadensis 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Site unkno\\ n. 1875, I y Cf (Winge 1898), skin in 
ZMUC. - Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Qaqortoq town, 3 Oct 
1943, ly 9 (Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Uum­
mannaq: Illorsuit, Sep 1981 (H. Fencker in litt.), ly 9, 
skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastern Canada. 

Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Three records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fiskenresset, 21 Sep 
1952 (Salomonsen 1963), 9, skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk 
town, 16 Oct 1952, ly Cf (Salomonsen 1963), skin in 
ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Atammik, 8 Oct 
1952 (Salomonsen 1963). 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimens refer to 
ssp. virens (Salomonsen 1963), whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in northeastern USA. 

BUNTINGS AND GROSBEAKS 
EMBERIZIDAE 

Fox Sparrow Zonotrichia iliaca 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, 13 Oct 1910 
(Schil!!ler 1912), ly O', skin in ZMUC. - Same site, c. 
1945 (Salomonsen 1963), ly, skin in ZMUC. 
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SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimeni, refer to 
ssp. iliaca (Salomonsen 1963), whose nearest breeding 
grounds are in Newfoundland. 

Lincoln's Sparrow Zonotrichia lincolnii 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Qa­
qortoq/Julianehab: Tuapaat, Nanortalik, I Sep 190 I, ad. 
(H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 ), skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimen refers to 
S!>p. li11col11ii (H0rring & Salomonsen 1941 ), whose near­
est breeding grounds are in Newfoundland. 

White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia le11copl11:rs 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Four records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Off Nunap Isua/Kap Farvcl , June 
1894 (Winge 1898), ad., skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godt­
hab: Ujarassuit, Nuup Kangerlua/Godthab Fjord, 16 Aug 
1824, ad. O' (Winge 1898), skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk town, 
1824, small flock (Winge 1898). - Qeqerlari,uati,iaat/ 
Fiskenresset, 4 Oct 1840, ad. O' (Winge 1898), i,kin in 
ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The record!, refer to "P· 
leucop/11:vs (Salomonsen 1963), whose nearci,t breeding 
grounds are in Newfoundland. 

Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyenwlis 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Ma­
niitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, 7 Nov 1966 (Sa­
lomonsen 1967), I y O', skin in ZMUC. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The record helong:-. to 
ssp. hyemalis (Salomonsen 1967), whose nearei,t breed­
ing grounds are in Newfoundland. 

Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponic11s 

STATUS: Widespread mainly low arctic breeder and ex­
tralimital migrant. West Greenland: Abundant breeder 
throughout the region. Reported population den-.itie-.: 321 
pairs/20 km2 in Nuuk/Godthab in 1928 (Longi,taff 1932): 
128 nesting pairs/km2 in 1979 and 42 nesting pair-./km 1 in 
1984 in same general area in interior Aasiaat/Egcdei,­
minde (Fox et al. 1987); 17 pairs/km2 in a coa:-.tal area in 
Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn in 1990 (Frimer 1991 a); 45- 56 
pairs/1.52 km2 in Ilulissat/Jakobshavn in 1964 (Jocnsen 
& Preuss 1972). North Greenland: Breeds in the central 
parts of the Qaanaaq/Thule-area and vagrant!> arc re­
corded in Avannarliit/lnglefield Land (Salomonsen 1967; 
Vaughan 1988). In the eastern part one record has been 
reported: Kronprins Christian Land: Station Nord, sum­
mer 1986, ad. Cf (C. Bay pers. comm.). Northeast 
Greenland: Scarce breeder in the inner parts of Kangerti­
itivaq/Scoresby Sund and in Jameson Land (Hall 1966; 
Meltofte 1976a; own observations). Further north, more 
or less annual summer vagrant at least to Germania Land 
( e.g. Rosenberg et al. 1970; Meltofte et al. 1981; Elander 
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& Blomqvist 1986; Forchhammer 1990). Southeast 
Greenland: Breeds probably throughout the region as far 
north as Kangersittuaq (Pedersen 1930; H1ming 1939; 
Ray 1973). 

HABITAT: Breeds in areas with lush vegetation of 
Salix or Betula, and usually avoids the outer coast (Salo­
monsen 1967; Madsen 1981). 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. The majority winter in 
central North America, but in mild winters small numbers 
may stay in the southern part of West Greenland. A part 
of the East Greenland population may migrate to north­
western Europe (Williamson & Davis 1956; Schekke­
mann 1989; Fox et al. 1992), although two birds ringed in 
Ammassalik have been recovered in North America 
(ZMUC). Arrival takes place during May and departure 
during mid-Aug, Sep or early Oct; late indvs occasionally 
in Nov (Helms 1926; Salomonsen I 967; Fox et al. 1987; 
Frimer 1991 a) . 

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 

STATUS: Widespread breeder and mainly extralimital 
migrant. West Greenland: Abundant breeder throughout 
the region, and winter visitor in southern part (Salomon­
sen 1967; Pihl 1976). Reported population densities: 84 
pairs/20 km2 in Nuuk/Godthab in 1928 (Longstaff 1932); 
21 pairs/km2 in a coastal area in Qeqertarsuaq/Godhavn 
in 1990 (Frimer 1991a); 17- 20 pairs/1.52 km2 in Ilulissat/ 
Jakobshavn in 1964 (Joensen & Preuss 1972). North and 
Northeast Greenland: Common breeder in both regions 
even in the northernmost parts (e.g. Bennike & Kelly 
1986; Hjort I 986). Population densities in selected areas: 
0.3 - 19 singing males/km2 (Meltofte 1976b, I 977; Han­
sen undated; Boertmann et al. 1991) or 3.3 - 4. 7 pairs or 
nests/km2 (Rosenberg et al. I 970; Meltofte 1977; Ferns 
1978). Southeast Greenland: Widespread and common 
breeder (Hs,jrring 1939). 

SUBSPECIES: The Greenland population refers to 
ssp. nivalis (Salomonsen 1967). 

HABITAT: Nests in rocky outcrops etc. close to areas 
with more or less lush vegetation. Also in towns and 
settlements. 

MOVEMENTS: Migratory. The West and Southeast 
Greenland populations winter in central North America. 
The Northeast Greenland population winters north of the 
Caspian Sea in central Russia (Salomonsen 1981; Mel­
tofte 1983). Arrival takes place during late Mar through 
May, males two or three weeks before females, and 
departure during Sep/Oct. However, single indvs can 
remain until Nov/Dec (Bird & Bird 1941; Meltofte 1983; 
Frimer 1991 a). In the southern parts, particularly Qaqor­
toq/Julianehab many Snow Buntings winter near human 
settlements (Asmussen 1957; Pihl 1976; Meltofte 1983; 
L. Motzfeldt in litt.), but also as far north as Ilulissat/ 
Jakobshavn and Ammassalik can Snow Buntings stay 
throughout the winter, particularly when the weather is 
mild, or in places where the Snow Buntings are fed 
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(Asvid 1974; H. Fencker in litt.; H. Brochmann in Litt.; S. 
Malmquist in Litt.) . 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus 
ludovicianus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: One record: Ma­
niitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, 1949 (Salomon­
sen 1963), ly et, skin in ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in central and southeasternmost Canada. 

NEW WORLD BLACKBIRDS 
ICTERIDAE 

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Paamiut/Frederikshab: Arsuk, 1898 (Helms 1899), I y et, 
skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godthiib: Nuuk town, 17 Oct 
1929, ly Cf (Hs,jrring & Salomonsen 1941), skin in 
ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeastern Canada. 

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Four records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehab: Qaqortoq town, spring c. 1977 (K. 
Nielsen in Litt.). - Paamiut/Frederiksh1ib: Paamiut town, 
13 July 1889 (Winge 1898), ad. et, skin in ZMUC. -
Nuuk/Godthab: Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fiskenresset, June 
1922, ad. 9 (Salomonsen 1945b ), specimen in alcohol in 
ZMUC. - Maniitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq Lown, 
summer 1940 (Salomonsen 1963), ly et, skin in NKA. 

SUBSPECIES and ORIGIN: The specimens refer to 
ssp. carolinus (Salomonsen 1963), whose nearest breed­
ing grounds are in Newfoundland. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Qaqortoq/Julianehiib: Nanortalik, 2 Sep 1840 (Winge 
1898), I y 9 , skin in ZMUC. - Nuuk/Godthiib: Saarloq, 
7 Aug 1900, ly et (Hs,jrring & Salomonsen 1941), skin in 
ZMUC. 

ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in central Canada. 

Northern Oriole Icterus galbula 

STATUS: Accidental. West Greenland: Two records: 
Nuuk/Godthab: Kangerluarsoruseq/Freringehavn, Sep 
1953, ly 9 (Salomonsen 1963), skin in ZMUC. - Ma­
niitsoq/Sukkertoppen: Maniitsoq town, 27 Sep 1936, ly 
Cf (Hs,jrring & Salomonsen 1941 ), skin in I. 
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ORIGIN: Nearctic species, with the nearest breeding 
grounds in southeasternmost Canada. 

Some unaccepted records 

Species, whose occurrence are not sufficiently docu­
mented, which have been wrongly mentioned as Green­
landic, or have been introduced or brought to Greenland 
by ship are listed below. However, many of the accepted 
rarities may have been partly or completely transported 
by ship to Greenland. Winge (1898) gives a list of very 
early erroneous records and there is no reason to repeat 
this. But it is worth to mention that some of the species in 
Winge's list actually have occurred in recent years. 

European Storm-Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus. Winge 
( 1898) mentioned this species in his list of erroneous or 
insufficiently documented records. Schi0ler ( 1926) re­
ported a probable record off Nunap Isua/Kap Farve(, 19 
June 1926, but this has not been mentioned by Salomon­
sen. If the summer distribution of European Storm-petrel 
and Wilson's Storm-petrel Oceanites oceanicus are com­
pared (Cramp & Simmons 1977; Brown 1986), the bird 
seen by Schi0ler could just as well have been the latter 
species. 

Bean Goose Anser fabalis . Fox ( 1987) mentioned an 
observation from Eqalummiut Nunaat in the summer of 
1984. However, no details or documentation were given. 

Red-breasted Goose Branta ruficollis. Wollaston For­
land: Sabine 0, May/June 1922, two indvs (Knudsen 
1933). The record is not sufficiently documented and was 
never accepted by Salomonsen ( 1950a; 1963). 

Western Sandpiber Calidris mauri. Mortensen et al. 
( 1988) mentioned a record from Jameson Land, 4- 7 Aug 
I 983. This is erroneous, as a photograph showed that the 
bird was a juvenile Dunlin. 

Little Stint Calidris 111i11uta. Chapman (1934) mentioned 
a record: Southeast Greenland: Ammassalik-area: Tutti­
lik, late Sep 1933, pair shot and secured. The record was 
not accepted by Salomonsen (1950a), and the specimens 
are not in British Museum, Natural History (P.R. Colston 
in litt .) and were not located in other collections . 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypole11ca. A record from 
Qaqortoq/Julianchab, summer 1972 was mentioned by 
Ellis (1973). It was not documented in any way, and as 
the source gives other ornithological information which 
is obviously wrong, the record cannot be accepted. 

Short-billed Dowitcher Li11111odro111us griseus. An old 
record: Nuuk/Godthab: Qeqertarsuatsiaat/Fiskenresset, 
1824 (Reinhardt 1838; Winge 1898; Salomonsen 1967), 
cannot be accepted as identified to species. The specimen 
disappeared before 1898, and until 1950 L. scolopaceus 

56 

by many authors were considered conspecific with L. 
grise11.1· (Pitelka 1950). However, the description (Rein­
hardt 1838) leaves no doubt that it actually was a Li111-
11odro11111s. 

Turtle Dove Streptopelia t11rtur. A specimen is kept in 
NKA . The Dove arrived north of Scotland on a ship 
bound for Greenland in the summer of 1966. It wa~ found 
dead when the ship arrived at Sisimiut town (Rosing 
1988). As the Turtle Dove occurs annually in Iceland 
(e.g. Petursson et al. 1991) it is a possible vagrant to 
Greenland. It has also been recorded 360 nautical miles 
southeast of Greenland in Sep I 981 (/E. Petersen in litt.), 
and on a weathership just outside the 200 mile limit in 
June 1970 (Tuck 1973). 

House Sparrow Passer do111estic11s was introduced to 
Ivittuut/Ivigtut in Paamiut/Frederikshab c. 1880, hut wr­
vived for a few years only (Salomonsen 1950a). 
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