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CARL JOHAN BECKER - 60 AR

Grundlaget for arkaologisk forskning er arbejdet i marken, udgravningerne
som bringer oldtidens spor for dagen. Det er graveskeen, der hurtigst loser
de fleste sporgsmal, som i arevis kan diskuteres teoretisk uden endeligt
resultat. Derfor m& den arkeaolog vere lykkeligst, som bade behersker ud-
gravningsteknikken og kan tolke fundene med stotte af studerekamrets utal-
lige vaerker. Mellem de lykkelige, der behersker begge omréder, er Carl
Johan Becker, den vidende professor i nordisk arkzologi og europaisk for-
historie ved Kebenhavns Universitet.

Allerede i skoleferierne strog han rundt ved den dejlige Sejre Bugt i
Nordvestsjalland efter oldsager og foretog godt gennemferte udgravnin-
ger, sdledes ved Tjernemark i 1932, som ,publiceredes“ det folgende é&r,
hvor C. J. blev student, i en hyldest til Langelands navnkundige Jens
Winther péd 70-&rsdagen, sammen med 3 studiefaeller: Johannes Brondsteds
forste arkazologhold.

I de folgende to snese ar har Beckers utrattelige arkaologiske virke vae-
ret delt mellem arbejde i marken, fra 1934-52 som assistent og inspektor
ved Nationalmuseets oldtidssamling, i- studerekamret med publicering af
sine resultater i mangfoldige arbejder, ogsd i denne &rbog, og siden 1952
med undervisning som professor og udklekning af adskillige magistre i
faget.

De forste ar foregik udgravningerne som oftest ved Sejrebugten, eksem-
pelvis af stenalderhustomt og bopladslag ved @rnekul p&d Nekselo og pa
Ordrupneas af Ertebellebopladser. Den sidste snes &r er graveskeen hoved-
sagelig brugt i Jylland, koncentreret om landsbyundersegelser fra 1. &r-
tusinde f. Kr. i det udstrakte Ringkebing amt.

P4 Nationalmuseet, hvor C. J. Becker stadig har til huse, pd Universi-
tetet og ved foredrag i Oldskriftselskabet og Videnskabernes Selskab frem-
treeder han som den formfuldendte. I marken viser han en anden side,
som man ser det her: i arbejdstej, grundende over dagens resultat med en
Carlsberg p& skurvognens klapbord, planleggende fremtidige udgravnin-
ger pa Den cimbriske Halvg, til hvis oldtidshistorie hans praktiske og teo-
retiske forskning har bragt nyt.
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CARL JOHAN BECKER - 60 YEARS

The basis of archaeological research is work in the field: the trowel quickly
resolves problems which could otherwise be discussed for years without
a final solution. Happy is the archaeologist, therefore, who has mastered
both the technique of excavation and the extensive literature. Carl Johan
Becker, the erudite professor of Nordic Archaeology and European Pre-
history at the University of Copenhagen, is such a man.

In his school holidays, Becker searched Sejre Bugt in north-western
Zealand for artefacts and was already carrying out serious excavations,
for instance at Tjornemark in 1932. In 1933, when he matriculated, Becker
‘published” Tjernemark in a tribute to Langeland’s famous Jens Winther
on his 70th birthday, with three fellow students: Johannes Bronsted’s first
archaeological team.

In the subsequent forty years Becker’s indefatigable archaeological ac-
tivity has been divided between work in the field — from 1934 to 1952 as
Assistant Curator in the Prehistoric Department of the National Museum
— and work in the study. The results have been published in numerous
works, including articles in KUML. Since 1952 he has occupied the Chair
at Copenhagen and hatched many Masters in archaeology.

During the first years, Becker’s excavations most often occurred around
Sejre Bugt, for example of Stone Age houses and settlement layers at
Ornekul on Nekselo and of Ertebelle sites on Ordrupnzs. During the last
twenty years, the trowel has been wielded mostly in Jutland, in excavation
of villages from the 1st century B. C. in Ringkebing County.

At the National Museum, where C. J. Becker still has his haunts, at the
University, and in lectures to the Oldskriftselskab and Videnskabernes
Selskab, he is an elegant stylist. In the field he shows another side, as we
see him here; in working clothes pondering the day’s result with a Carlsberg,
planning further excavations on the Cimbrian peninsula, to the prehistory
of which his practical and theoretical research has contributed much.

P.V.Glob
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