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Hans Jorgen Madsen pi udgravning i Arhus 1987. Foto: Preben Hupfeld, Arhus Stiftstidende.
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Hans Jorgen Madsen
Worsaae-medaillen 13. maj 1999

Af JAN SKAMBY MADSEN

Den 1. juli 1999 gik Hans Jorgen Madsen pa pension efter 35 dr som
museumsinspektor ved Moesgiard Museum og efter mange ars virke 1 Jysk
Arkazologisk Selskab, hvor han 1 1970 overtog lokalkredsen og fra 1982
blev Selskabets generalsekreteer.

Hans Jorgen Madsen er drgang 1937, fodt 1 Svebolle pa Vestsjaelland
hvor hans far var mejeriejer. Her voksede han op 1 en egn, rig pd fortids-
minder og tat pd Amosen og Halleby A. Det var her interessen for for-
tiden og arkaologien blev vakt. I 1955 blev han student og begyndte
umiddelbart efter pa Tandlaegehojskolen 1 Kebenhavn. Dentalogien blev
dog et kort bekendtskab, for allerede i 1956 startede han pi Arhus Semi-
narium med liniefag 1 historie og religion, og begyndte samtidig at lese
arkeeologi under professor PV. Glob ved Aarhus Universitet.

Arkaologistudiet betragtede han 1 begyndelsen nermest som en span-
dende hobby, der nu blev lejlighed til at fordybe sig 1, men det var lerer-
gerningen, han regnede med, skulle blive hans leveve;j. I juni 1959 tog han
leerereksamenen, men arkaologien havde bidt sig fast, og studiet blev nu
fortsat pa fuld tid og afsluttedes med magisterkonferens 1 sommeren
1964. Hans Jorgen Madsen blev ferdig en fredag og startede allerede om
mandagen som museumsinspektor pi udgravningerne i Arhus midtby
under det gamle hotel Skandinavien sammen med H. Hellmuth Ander-
sen. Sa hurtig en overgang fra studier til fast arbejde ses sjeldent 1 dag.

Hans Jorgen Madsen eller Mads, som han kaldes blandt kolleger og ven-
ner, havde allerede deltaget 1 adskillige udgravninger 1 studietiden, bade
herhjemme og i udlandet, men den forste udgravning som museumsin-
spektor 1 Arhus midtby blev ogsa starten pa hans livsveerk, som har varet
arbejdet med Arhus by i vikingetiden og middelalderen. I 1971 udkom
bogen “Arhus Sendervold en byarkaologisk undersogelse”, hvor han sam-
men med Hellmuth Andersen og Peter Crabb fremlagde de arkaologiske
undersogelser fra Skt. Clemens Torv. Bogen, der blev smukt illustreret og
tilrettelagt af Flemming Bau, er pa et hojt fagligt niveau, der siden har dan-
net skole for, hvorledes byarkaologiske undersogelser ber publiceres.

Siden gennemforte Mads mange undersogelser 1 Arhus by, og han har
skrevet en raekke artikler om arbejdet. Han har pa smukkeste vis rundet
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sit arbejde omkring byen af i bd. 1 af “Arhus Byens Historie”, der udkom
1 1996. Her tegnes billedet af byens tidlige topografi med sikker hand.

Samarbejdet med Hellmuth Andersen fortsatte med undersogelserne
af Danevirke 1 forste halvdel af 70’erne, hvori ogsa Olfert Voss deltog, og
dette resulterede 1 et tobindsvaerk. Og si er det iovrigt blevet til et utal af
arkezeologiske udgravninger 1 lokalomridet og 1 det ovrige Jylland. Man
fornemmer dog, at det der har stiet Mads’ hjerte naermest 1 de seneste dr,
har veret de arkeologiske undersogelser sammen med museumsinspek-
tor Jens Jeppesen ved Lisbjerg kirke, senest publiceret 1 Kuml under over-
skriften “Trekirke og stormandsgird i Lisbjerg”. Her er der opstiet et
skeringspunkt mellem de to interesser — der netop var liniefagene pa
seminariet — historie og religion.

Mads plejer at sige, at han ikke har veret meget skrivende, hvilket kan
virke vel beskedent, nir man ser hans publikationsliste, som indeholder
omkring 70 titler. Der er skrevet om et utal af emner, og Mads har ogsa
veret en flittig leverander af artikler til tidsskriftet Skalk. Overskrifterne
pa Skalk-artiklerne har bl.a. vaeret “Den frakke fro”,“Uhyre i Arhus” og
“Den gale somand” — alle titler, der ville have veret en Edgar Allan Poe
verdig.

Pi formidlingsomradet har Mads varet lige sd aktiv som 1 sit faglige
arkaologiske virke. Radhusudstillingen til festugen 1 1966, Keldermuse-
et om udgravningerne af Sendervold blev dbnet 1 1967, og vikingeudstil-
lingen pa Moesgird blev opbygget til dbningen 1 1970. Samtidig er der
blevet holdt et utal af foredrag, og det er tydeligt, at Mads har varet glad
for at besoge forsamlingshusene og berette om sit arbejde.

Det er 1 det hele taget karakteristisk for Hans Jorgen Madsens arbejde,
at han fir det hele med, og at tingene bliver fulgt til ders. Grundige udgrav-
ninger og dokumentation, der publiceres 1 videnskabelige tidsskrifter, bli-
ver efterfulgt af populere artikler og skrifter. Og tingene bliver afsluttet.
Det er der ikke mange af kollegerne rundt om 1 landet, der kan leve op til.

Administrativt har Hans Jergen Madsen siddet 1 Fortidsminderadet, 1
Det Arkaologiske Navn, og han har varet formand for bestyrelsen for
Arhus Bymuseum. Det, som han har viet flest krafter, har dog nok varet
Jysk Arkeologisk Selskab og Moesgirdkredsen, hvor foredragsaftener og
udflugter er blevet arrangeret med stor omhu.

Pa Moesgard Museum vil Mads 1 dagligdagen blive savnet for sin ven-
lighed og lune, sin ro og sit overblik.Ved juletid vil sivel museets persona-
le som Moesgardkredsen komme til at lide under savnet af hans legenda-
riske oplaesninger af julegildet hos Harald Blitand fra Frans G. Bengtssons
roman “Rede Orm”.

Worsaae-medaillen blev overrakt Hans Jorgen Madsen af rigsantikvar
Steen Hvass pa Jysk Arkaologisk Selskabs Generalforsamling den 13. maj
1999,
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SUMMARY

Hans Jorgen Madsen

— the Worsaae Medal 13th of May 1999

Hans Jorgen Madsen retired on the 1% of July
1999 after having been a curator at Moesgard
Museum for 35 years and after many active
years in the Archaeological Society of Jut-
land, first as the leader of the local district
from 1970, then as the general secretary of
this society from 1982.

Hans Jorgen Madsen was born in Svebol-
le in West Sealand in 1937 as the son of a
dairy owner. He grew up in an area rich with
relics of the past and close to the Amose bog
and the Halleby A stream. Here his interest in
the past and in archaeology was awakened. In
1955, he became a student at the Dental Col-
lege in Copenhagen, but he soon changed
his mind and began training as a teacher at
the college of education in Arhus. Here he
chose history and religion as his main sub-
jects. At the same time, he began studying
archaeology at Aarhus University under Pro-
fessor P.V. Glob.

At first he considered the study of archa-
eology an interesting hobby, which he would
now have the opportunity of getting more
acquainted with while studying for his futu-
re profession as a teacher. However, having
finished his teacher training in 1959, he
began studying archaeology full time and
passed his MA degree in the summer of
1964. Hans Jorgen Madsen finished on a Fri-
day and started on the following Monday as
a curator leading the excavations under the
old Scandinavia Hotel in the centre of Arhus
together with curator H. Hellmuth Ander-
sen. Nowadays, such a quick change from
studies to permanent work is rather unusual.

While studying, Hans Jorgen Madsen — or
Mads, as friends and colleagues call him —
had taken part in quite a few excavations, in
Denmark and abroad. However, his first
excavation as a curator in the centre of Arhus
was also the beginning of his life’s work, the
study of Arhus during the Viking Age and the
Middle Ages. In 1971, the book “ARHUS
SONDERVOLD, en byarkzologisk under-

sogelse” was published. In this he and his co-
authors Hellmuth Andersen and Peter Crabb
presented the archaeological investigations of
Skt. Clemens Torv. The book was beautifully
illustrated and designed by Flemming Bau,
and its high professional level has since served
as a model for the publication of urban ar-
chaeology.

Later, Mads undertook many investiga-
tions in the city of Arhus, which he publish-
ed in a number of articles and rounded off
beautifully in the first volume of “Arhus
Byens Historie”, published in 1996. Here, he
paints the picture of the early topography of
the city with a steady hand.

The cooperation with Hellmuth Ander-
sen continued in the investigation in the ear-
ly 1970ies of Danevirke, in which OlfertVoss
took part. The results were published in two
volumes. Further, Mads has undertaken
numerous archaeological investigations in
the local district as well as in the rest of Jut-
land. However, the archaeological investiga-
tions undertaken with curator Jens Jeppesen
at the church of Lisbjerg seem to have been
his favoured task, perhaps because they unite
history and religion — Mads’ two interests
and the main subjects from his days at the
college of education. The results were pub-
lished recently in KUML under the headline
“A wooden church and big man’s hall at Lis-
bjerg”.

Mads’ recurrent remark that he has not
written much is a somewhat modest state-
ment, considering that his list of publications
holds around seventy titles. He has written
on countless subjects and has been a frequent
supplier of articles for the SKALK magazine.
The headlines of the SKALK-articles were,
among others, “The cheeky frog”,“A Mon-
ster in Arhus”, and “The Mad Sailor” — titles
worthy of Edgar Allan Poe. The results of his
archaeological investigations have also been
popularised in other ways, such as the town
hall exhibition during the Festival Week of



1966, the “cellar museum” presenting the
results of the Sondervold excavation, which
opened in 1967, and the Viking exhibition at
Moesgird, created for the opening in 1970.
Further, he has held many talks and lectures,
and evidently liked visiting village halls to tell
about his work.

Precision and fulfilment characterise
Mads’ work. Thorough excavations are docu-
mented in scholarly journals and published
in popular articles and magazines. He cer-
tainly finishes off his work more thoroughly
than most of his colleagues.

As for administration, Mads has been a
member of the Council of Ancient Monu-
ments and the Archacology Board and chair-
man of the board of Arhus City Museum.
Still, he probably put most energy into the
Archaeological Society of Jutland and the
Moesgard district of this society for which he
carefully arranged lectures and excursions.
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At Moesgird Museum, Mads’ friendliness
and humour, his composure and his breadth
of view will be much missed. At Christmas,
the museum staff and the Moesgard district
of the Archaeological Society of Jutland will
suffer the loss of his legendary recitations of
the Yule feast at Harold Bluetooth’s hall from
the novel “Red Worm” by Frans G. Bengts-
son.

The Keeper of National Antiquities, Mr
Steen Hvass, presented Hans Jorgen Madsen
with the Worsaae Medal at the general
assembly of the Archaeological Society of
Jutland on the 13™ of May 1999.

Jan Skamby Madsen
Moesgird Museum

Tianslated by Annette Lerche Trolle
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