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SUMMARY 

Sherds by the thousand 

Pottery from the market-place in Horsens c. 1300-1650 

Du ring the excavation of the market-place 
in Horsens, carried out in 1991 and 1992, 
i.a. the foundations of a presumptive
town-hall and of a porch for St. !b's Cha
pel (fig. 1) were found, with large quanti
ties of pottery, c. 22,000 sherds, deriving
from about 700 layers. During the sub
sequent processing, the excavation was
divided into 9 activity phases, and the pot
tery referred to these (fig. 2). The pliases
were dated by means of the imported pot
tery. These datings were supplemented by
those from 274 coins, which could be
related to layers in a matrix. The material
consisted of a few Viking sherds, followed
by a lacuna up to the 13th century, after
which pottery was deposited continuously
to about 1700. Most of the pottery con
sisted of hard-fired grey ware, used for
pots, jugs and bowls or dishes (figs. 3-5).
While some forms were characteristic of

the 14th, 15th and 16th centuries, many 
were employed for a longer period. At the 
end of the 14th centmy, a new type of 
grey-fired ware appeared, interpreted as an 
early kind of 'Jutland pot' Gydepotte: a 
deep black, burnished ware). The fully 
developed Jutland pot appeared in the 
16th century (fig. 13). Lead-glazed pot
tery, usually in the form of jugs, is seen in 
13th century material. Pots glazed on the 
outside and bowls glazed on the inside 
were also included in the range of forms 
(figs. 6-8). Around 1400, a new type of 
lead-glazed ware appeared. This ware, 
which was characteristically glazed 011 the 
inside, was used for lugged pots and 
pipkins, and for dishes and bowls (figs. 9-
12). It could be followed right up to the 
17th centmy, when bowls appeared as a 
new shape in this ware (fig. 15). At the 
end of the 16th century, dishes with horn-
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painted decoration arrived (fig. 14). The 
imported pottery consisted mainly of 
almost-stoneware and proper stoneware 
from the Rhine area and from northern 
Germany. The pottery from Horsens, 
which especially for the early phases may 
be compared to pottery from Århus and
Viborg, is very similar to this, but especial
ly with respect to decoration, local groups 
seem to be discernible. Pottery from the 
later pinses may be compared especially to 

pottery from Kolding, Dragør, Sandhagen 
and Halmstad, which displays similarities, 
especiaJJy to the lead-glazed material, 
whereas the grey-fired pottery differs 
somewhat. The pottery from the market
place reveals that the 15th century in par
ticular was a period when a number of 
breaks in the pottery repertoire occur and 
in which new types, which continue into 
the 16th and 17th centuries, are intro
duced. 
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