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Poul Kjerum - Worsaae-medaillen
16.maj 1996

AfPALLE Fruis

[ 1959 udkom pa Berlingske en lille bog om arkaologi med titlen “For-
tiden til revision”. Bogen kostede 5,50. Det var mange penge for en ver-
nepligtig ved ingeniertropperne 1 Randers. Men jeg syntes, den var mere
end pengene verd.

Soldaten var ellers — i bogstavelig forstand — fodt pa et museum og flas-
ket op med arkaologiske hasteudgravninger.

Nir en landmand fandt noget markeligt med sin plov, gjaldt det om
straks at redde, hvad reddes kunne, si landmanden kunne fortsette sin
plojning, og far (der egentlig var tandlege 1 byen) kunne komme tilbage
til sine patienter, der havde siddet i venteverelset en time eller to.

Forste kapitel 1 den lille bog fortalte, at der var mange andre kilder at
ose af end landmandens plov: Luftrekognoscering fra flyvemaskine,
kemiske analyser og elektriske malemetoder, som kan afslore fundforhol-
dene under plojelaget, si man kan planlegge den bedste udgravnings-
form, for spaden sattes 1 jorden.

Der var ogsa et spendende kapitel om datering — om snedige metoder
for opbygning af en relativ kronologi og helt nye muligheder for eksakt
datering ved hjelp af naturvidenskabelige malemetoder.

Men min sterste overraskelse fik jeg 1 kapitlet om tolkning. Hjemme-
fra var jeg flasket op med, at alt andet end lige netop losfund bestemt
havde noget at gore med kult. Med en fantasifuld far som forteller var
det en spaendende indfaldsvinkel til livet 1 Danmarks oldtid. I min dren-
gefantasi foretog menneskene sig stort set ikke andet end at ofre til Thor
og Odin, og — 1 gudernes navn — gik man nu og da heller ikke af vejen
for lidt menneskeaderi.

Kapitlet 1 den lille bog gik den stik modsatte vej. For kult og religion
kunne komme ind 1 overvejelserne, skulle alle muligheder gennemgas for
tolkning af fundene, som efterladenskaber fra en hverdagsagtig og verds-
lig handling, som handverk, handel og husholdning eller jagt og fiskeri.
Og minsandten om ikke disse tolkninger — sma glimt af dagligdagen —
viste sig at veere dybt fascinerende.



Jeg tror alle ved eller har regnet ud, at forfatteren til den lille bog hed
Poul Kjerum. Eller rettere sagt hedder, for han er her heldigvis endnu —
1 god behold — nasten 40 ar efter, bogen blev udgivet.

For 10 ar siden udkom der en anden lille bog — “Arkaologiske kroni-
ker”. Den er ikke skrevet af Kjerum, men af en kreds af venner og kol-
leger — om Kjerum og den museumsverden, som blev hans tilvarelse.

Den bog er ogsa spendende laesning. Et lille stykke museumshistorie,
for Kjerum var en af de forste studenter, som gjorde dansk arkaologi
helt fra begyndelsen.

Nu afdede Mogens Orsnes forteller 1 bogen om den halve snes stu-
denter, som begyndte studierne hos professor Brondsted 1 1945, 1 det han
kalder “den gale sommer”. Qrsnes skriver videre: “Vi havde alle noget at
glemme og meget at indhente: at lere, at lase, at leve blot for vores egen
skyld. At rejse og opleve, at verden var andet end et landkort, hvor front-
linier blev tegnet ind. Alt det havde vi tilfzelles foruden arkaologien.”

Og rejst blev der — til Vallhagar pa Gotland til den forste internationa-
le udgravning efter krigen og senere pa studieture ned 1 det sonderskudte
Europa.

Jeg tror ingen af os, som kom efter, helt kan fatte, hvad dette forste
mode med verden og med udenlandske kolleger kom til at betyde for
denne generation.

I sommeren 1950 gik studieturen nu ikke leengere end til Mols Bjerge
med den nybagte professor P.V. Glob som ekskursionsleder. Turen var
ikke lang, men den fik afgerende betydning for Kjerum.

Efter studierne sogte han og fik stilling som inspektor hos Glob pa det
gamle Forhistorisk Museum i Arhus.

Stenalderens megalitmonumenter var Kjerums speciale, men ret laenge
ad gangen fik han ikke lejlighed til uforstyrret at fordybe sig 1 de jyske
dysser og jettestuer.

Snart var han tilbage igen 1 universitetsmiljoet, men nu som forelaser
for de forste jyske arkeologistuderende.

I “Arkazologiske kroniker” far han 1 denne forbindelse folgende skuds-
mal af Mette Iversen og Torsten Madsen: “Helt anderledes var det med
Kjerum. Han var altid parat til at skenke the op, tende piben og snakke.
Han lyttede til ens overvejelser og delte rundhindet ud af sine egne tan-
ker. Og man kunne vare sikker pa, at nar han havde laest ens opgave, var
den overmalet med kommentarer, og de var bestemt ikke altid rosende,
omend de altid var velmente. Ser man tilbage pa det idag, kan man godt
undre sig over, at han overhovedet kunne overkomme at vare si aben,
imodekommende og hjelpsom (...),”

Globs og Bibbys ekspeditioner til Golfen var det ogsa svert for
Kjerum at sige nej til. Han var med 1 Bahrain for forste gang 1 1957, og
fra 1960 blev han “provinsguvernor” for ekspeditionerne til Kuwait til
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oen Failaka, hvor han lagde grunden til en ekspertise pa verdensplan som
fortolker af dilmunkulturens sma seglsten og deres forunderlige billedver-
den.

Pi ekspeditionerne til Failaka fortsatte Kjerum sine arkaologiske fore-
laesninger — nu ikke 1 et morkt foredragslokale med lysbilleder — men 1
felten — og nu ikke for studenter, men for tre jyske og 1 arkaologisk for-
stand autodidakte museumsfolk.

Det var Ocar Marseen, som var inspektor pd Aalborg Historiske Mu-
seum med en fortid som fabrikant, Peter Seeberg, der netop var blevet
leder af Viborg Stiftsmuseum, som var forfatter og magister 1 litteratur og
mig selv, der efter soldatertiden og en arkitektuddannelse var blevet leder
af Vendsyssel historiske Museum.

At blive isoleret pa en lille 0 1 manedsvis forer enten til, at man slir
hinanden ihjel, eller ogsa leegges grunden til varige venskaber.

Det blev til det sidste — til gavn for os nybagte, og hjemme igen i det
nordjyske blev venskabet holdt vedlige gennem hyppige faglige kontak-
ter. Det var nemt og trygt at ringe til Kjerum, nir man havde fundet
noget uforklarligt, og Kjerum kom beredvilligt pa sin lille scooter, med
murerske og gigt 1 knaene og hjalp os — tilmodigt og omhyggeligt — at
udrede og tolke vores komplicerede fund.

Jeg er sikker p3, at det heller ikke var vanskeligt for P.V. Glob at treek-
ke Kjerum med ind 1 foreningsarbejdet 1 Jysk Arkazologisk Selskab. I
torste omgang var det som leder af de arlige sommerture og inden leenge
ogsa som medredaktor af Kuml.

I 1967 patog han sig hele denne opgave alene. Det har han si gjort
siden — nasten gennem en hel menneskealder. Samtidig har han ogsa
veret redaktor for en mangfoldighed af store fornemme udgivelser 1 sel-
skabets skriftserie. Og redakterjobbet var ikke begranset til at holde for-
fatterne 1 orerne. Der skulle ogsa rejses fondsmidler og fores alenlange
forhandlinger om trykning og leveringsbetingelser.

Og Kjerum — nu bliver du nedt til at komme herop pi skafottet!

Man kan godt sige, at din tid 1 Jysk Arkaologisk Selskab har udviklet
sig 1 et helt naturligt forleb. Da Ole Klindt-Jensen afgik som selskabets
generalsekreter, tog du opgaven pa dig med selvfolgelighed, og da P.V.
Glob trak sig i 1982, blev du — med selvfolgelighed — valgt til prasident.

Og nu holder du ogsi op med at tage vare pa Jysk Arkaologisk Sel-
skab.

Din lille bog fra de unge ar har folgende afslutning, som jeg ikke kan
dy mig for at citere: “Meget er ndet, men mere mangler. Trods oldsager-
nes mangfoldighed er de som en drabe 1 havet mod, hvad der ma vere
levnet, og alt hvad der for evigt er giet tabt. Nye fund vil 1 fremtiden sta-
dig revidere vores viden om fortiden, og det samme vil nye hjelpemidler
og nye forskningsmetoder. Siden renaissancens mennesker begyndte at
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indsamle minder om vore forfedre, er den viden, vi har idag, gradvist
blevet bygget op af alvorligt arbejdende forskeres arbejde. Hver genera-
tion har lagt sten tl bygningsverket, som kommende generationer vil
gore det.”

Kaere Poul! Det bliver ikke nemt for naste generation at erstatte din
indsats med at “legge sten til bygningsverket”, for nu at bruge dit eget
billedsprog.

Som en af de forste arkaeologiske studenter er du ogsa en af de sidste
med et altfavnende kendskab til danske arkzologer gennem et halvt
arhundrede. Og ved din redaktorvirksomhed har du ajourfort din viden
om arkaologiens resultater 1 mere end en menneskealder.

Med disse to egenskaber som grundlag, har du, som redaktor, med
ubegribelig tilmodighed og beundringsverdig solidaritet hjulpet alle os
andre, ndr vores “bidrag til bygningsverket” ikke helt levede op til det
faglige niveau, som du synes det burde.

Din karriere 1 Jysk Arkeologisk Selskab blev en naturlig konsekvens af
din indsats. Nar du nu holder op, er der en afslutning, som vi er enige
om vil vaere lige si naturlig.

Nemlig — ved denne lejlighed at tildele dig selskabets fornemste hae-

dersbevisning: Worsaaemedaljen.

Versgo — varmt til lykke — og tak for din indsats.

SUMMARY

Poul Kjerum - Worsaae

In 1959 a lictle book appeared from the Ber-

lingske Publishers with the title “The Past for

Reevision™. Its price of 5.50 kr was a lot for a
conscript in the Engineer regiment in Ran-
ders, but I thought it was worth the money.

The soldierin question was born literally in
a museum and nursed with archaeological
rescue excavations. When a farmer found
something unusual with his plough, what was
rescuable had to be rescued at once so the
farmer could get on with his work and my
father, who was a dentist, with his patients,
who had been sitting in his waiting room for
an hour or so.

The first chapter in the little book ex-
plained that there were many other archaco-
logical sources than the farmer’s plough.
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There was aerial reconnaissance, chemical
analyses and electrical methods of measure-
ments that could reveal conditions under-
neath the plough layer making it possible to
plan the best way of excavating before putting
the spade in the ground.

There was also an exciting chapter on
dating, with ingenious ways of building up a
relative  chronology, and completely new
scientific methods of measuring age.

But my biggest surprise came in the chap-
ter about interpretation. At home 1 had
learned that everything except scattered finds
was about cult, and when one’s father had a
rich imagiation this was an  exciting
approach to life in prehistoric Denmark. To
my boy’s imagination they did little else in



those days than sacrifice to Thor and Odin,
not even holding back from a little cannibal-
ism in the name of the gods.

The chapter in the little book went in the
opposite direction. Before cult and religion
could come into consideration all other pos-
sible interpretations had to be considered, like
remains of daily and worldly acts, crafts, eco-
nomic activities, or hunting and fishing, and
these interpretations — glimpses into daily life
—Dbecame deeply fascinating.

I think most have now guessed that the
author of the little book was Poul Kjerum, or
still is, for we are glad go say he is still present
among us, nearly 40 years after his book
appeared.

Ten years ago there appeared another little
book called “Archaeological Chronicles”. It
was not written by Kjerum, but by a circle of
his friends and colleagues about Kjaerum and
the museum world that became his life.

Also this book is exciting reading — a little
piece of museum history, for Kjaerum was
one of the first students who did Danish
archaeology from the very beginning,.

In the book the late Mogens Orsnes writes
about the half score students who began the
subject with Professor Brondsted in 1945, in
what he describes as “the mad summer”. He
continues, “We all had something to forget
and plenty to catch up on: to learn, to read
and to lie for our ownsake only. To travel and
experience that the world was more than a
map with war fronts drawn on it. All this we
had in common in addition to archacology”.

And traveled there was — to Vallhagar on
Gotland to the first international excavation
after the war, and later on study tours into
war-torn Europe. I think none of us, who
came after can fully appreciate what that first
encounter with the world and with foreign
colleagues came to mean for that generation.

In the summer of 1950 the study trip only
went to Mols Hills with the new Professor
P.V. Glob as leader. The trip was a short one,
but it was very important for Kjerum.

After completing his studies he applied for
and was appointed curator under Glob in the
old Prehistoric Museum in Arhus.

Megalithic monuments from the Stone
Age were Kjerum'’s special field, but he was
notable to devote himself forlong at a time to
the dolmens and passage graves of Jutland.

He was soon back in the university, but
now as lecturer to the first archaeology stu-
dents in Jutland. He gets the following broad-
side in “The Archaeological Chronicles”
from Mette Iversen and Torsten Madsen.
“Kjerum was quite different. He was always
ready to pour a cup of tea, light his pipe and
talk. He listened to what one thought, and
passed out his own thoughts generously. You
could be sure that when he had read your
essay it would be covered with comments,
and they were certainly not always favour-
able, though they were always well inten-
tioned. Looking back today one can be sur-
prised that he could be so open, so obliging
and helpful.”

Glob and Bibby’s expeditions to the Per-
sian Gulf were difficult for Kjerum to say no
to. He was in Bahrain for the first time in
1957, and after 1960 became the Kuwait
excavation’s “provincial governor” on the
island of Failaka, where he laid the foundation
of his international reputation as an interpre-
ter of the small seals of the Dilmun Culture
and their strange images.

Kjaerum continued his lectures during the
expeditions to Failaka, now in the field
instead of in a dark lecture room with slides,
and not to students, but to three self-taught
museum people from Jutland. These were
Oscar Marseen, who was curator at Alborg
Historical Museum with a past as a manufac-
turer, Peter Seeberg, who had just become
leader of Viborg Diocesan Museum, a writer
and M.A. in literature, and myself, who after
my time in the army and the study of architec-
ture had become leader of Vendsyssel Hi-
storical Museum.

Being isolated on a little island for months
means either homicidal tendencies, or that
permanent friendships are founded. It became
the latter, and back in north Jutland the
friendships were kept alive by frequent pro-
fessional contacts. It was easy and safe to call
Kjerum when one had found something one
did not understand, and Kjaerum came gladly
on his little scooter, with trowel and rheuma-
tism in the knees, and helped us patiently and
carcfully to sort out and explain our compli-
cated finds.

[ am sure it was easy for .V. Glob to draw
Kjaerum into the work of he Jutland Archaeo-
logical Society. First it was as leader of the
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annual summer excursions, and soon after-
wards as ocoeditor of Kuml. In 1967 he took
on the job alone, and has held it ever since for
nearly a lifetime. At the same time he has been
editor of many large scholarly works in the
Society’s monograph series. And being editor
did not just mean holding author’s to their
promises. Money had to be raised from funds,
and endless dealing had to be carried out
about printing and terms of delivery.

And Kjerum — now you must come up on
the podium. One can say thmat your time in
the Jutland Archaeological Society passed as
expected. When Ole Klindt Jensen retired as
general secretary of the society, you took over
the job as a matter of course, and when P.V.
Glob retired in 1982 it was naturally you that
was elected president. And now you are ceas-
ing to look after the Jutland Archaeological
Society yourself.

Your little book from early days ends with
the following words, which I cannot restrain
myself from citing.

“Much has been achieved, but more
remains. Despite their number and variety,
the archaeological finds are but a drop in the
ocean compared with what there originally
were and what is lost for ever. New discover-
tes will in the future continue to update our
knowledge of the past, and the same will new
techniques and new methods of research.
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Since the people of the Renaissance began to
gather memorials of our forbears the know-
ledge we now have has been accumulated
gradually through the work of serious
researchers. Each generation has added its
stones to the building, as future generations
willalso do”.

Dear Poul, it will not be easy for the next
generation to replace your contribution by
adding stones to the building, to use your
image.

As one of the first archaeology students you
are also one of the last with a complete
knowledge of Danish archaeologists during a
half century, and by your work as editor you
have steadily updated your knowledge of the
results of archaeological research for more
than a lifetime. On the basis of these two
qualifications you as editor have with amazing
patience and praiseworthy loyalty helped
when our “contributions to the building’
were not quite up to the standard you thought
they ought to be.

Your career in the Jutland Archaeological
Society was a natural consequence of your
efforts. When you retire there is something
we all find equally natural — to present you
with the society’s greatest mark of honour,
the Worsaae Medal.

Here you are, heartiest congratulations,
and thank you for all you have done!

)

Palle Friis
Vendsyssel historiske Museum

Overseettelse: David Liversage



	0. Indløb
	1. Poul Kjærum. Worsaae-medaillen 16. maj 1996



