




















Meget tyder på, at de fa meget store hustomter, der kendes fra ældre bronze­
alder og markant skiller sig ud fra periodens almindelige huse, afspejler den sam­
me store klasseforskel, som også er synlig i tidens gravmateriale. 

Engang i ældre bronzealder nedbrændte storgården ved Store Tyrrestrup, og 
3,2 kg kostbar bronze, der formentlig lå godt gemt under gulvet, blev ikke 
afhentet af sin ejer efter branden. Måske efterstræbte andre stormandens ejende­
le og magt - måske omkom stormanden ved en »almindelig« gårdbrand. Vi far 
det aldrig at vide. 

NOTER. 

1) Store Tyrrestrup, Torslev sogn, Dronninglund herred, Nordjyllands amt (førhen Hjørring amt). Lokalite­
ten har på Vendsyssel historiske Museum journalnummer 460/ l 966. 

2) Undersøgelsen blev foretaget i 1988, og den blev finansieret af Vendsyssel historiske Museum og Rigsan­
tikvarens arkæologiske Sekretariat. 

3) Korn- og frøkernerne er analyseret af David R.obinson, Nationalmuseets Naturvidenskabelige Under­
søgelser.

4) Støbetekniske oplysninger er modtaget fra cand. phil. Erland Jensen, Jerup samt fra Detlef Jantzen, Institut 
fi.ir Ur- und Friihgeschichte, Kiel. 

5) Metalanalysen er foretaget af cand. phil. Erland Jensen, Jerup.

* Manuskript afsluttet august 1994.
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SUMMAR.Y 

Store Tyrrestrup 
A large Early Bronze Age farmstead with bronze hoard 

Eight bronzes were handed in to Vendsyssel 
Historical Museum in 1988. They had been 
found in different years on a farm named Store 
Tyrrrestrup, all in the same few square meters 
of ploughsoil. The site lies in the eastern part 
of Vendsyssel, northern Jutland (1) (fig. 1). 
The museum investigation brought three 
further bronze objects to light by metal detec­
tor. The eleven bronzes were two socketed 
axes, seven palstaves, an ingot, and a piece of 
melted bronze (fig. 5). Probably they were a 
closed deposit from the Early Bronze Age. 

The effort to find the original location of 
the hoard led to the excavation of a large E-W 
orientated long house with two rows of roof­
bearing posts (2) (fig. 2-3). The dimensions of 

the building were 9x48 m, and it had two 
phases of construction, first being the 33 m 
long western part and the second the 15 m 
eastwards extension. The building had straight 
sides and rounded ends. The western part was 
divided into two rooms by a partition wall. 
There had been 12 pairs of roof-bearing posts. 
The average diameter of both these and also 
the wall posts was ca. 25 cm, but the holes for 
the roof-bearing posts were in average 10 cm 
deeper. The substantial thickness of the wall 
posts may mean that the walls carried some of 
the weight of the roo( The distance between 
them was 1.50-1. 75 m, which suggests a wall 
of bulwark construction. The hearth was situ­
ated in the western end of the building. 
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The substantial amount of charcoal in the 
postholes shows that the house had burned 
down. The charcoal was identified as oak, so 
probably the house was built of oak timber. In 
the eastern extension of the building there 
were no signs of repairs or replacements, so 
this part had probably only been in use for a 
short time when the conflagration occurred. 
The construction of the Store Tyrrestrup buil­
ding does not differ from that of other con­
temporary houses in Denmark, but it was 
much larger (fig. 4). Scattered discoveries made 
in the postholes were calcined bone fragments, 
pottery, a sherd from a mould, flint flakes, a 
flint core, charcoal, and burnt pieces of clay. 
Also 20 carbonized cereal grains and seeds 
were found - 4 barley, 12 emmer, 2 indetermi­
nate cereal, l convolvulus and 1 buttercup (3). 
Taken together the finds indicate a normal 
domestic economy in the house. The fragment 
of mould is noteworthy as it shows that bronze 
casting actually took place at the building. 

The total weight of the 11 objects in the 
hoard was 3.2 kg. The nine axes were of types 
common in N and NW Europe, and in prin­
ciple they could have been made anywhere in 
that region. Five of the palstaves, two of which 
had been cast in the same mould (fig. 6), are 
miscastings. The two socketed axes and one of 
the palstaves is heat-broken (4). The ingot, the 
weight of which is 252.8 g, could have been 
intended for casting a palstave, as the average 
weight of these was 260 g. Analysis showed 
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that one of the palstaves contained 94.49% 
copper, 5.43% tin, and 0.08% arsenic (5). There 
is no doubt that the eleven bronzes belonged 
together and were a metalworker's stock-in­
trade. They were all found in the ploughsoil 
near the house's hearth, and had probably ori­
ginally been hidden somewhere in the west 
end of the building. Together with the mould 
fragment they support the possibility that the 
objects in the board were made locally. 

C-14 datings of charcoal place the house in
the middle of the Early Bronze Age, ca. 1400 
years B.C. calibrated (Tauber 1990, 233). This 
agrees with the da ting of the hoard, which can 
be placed typologically in the 1niddle of the 
Early Bronze Age. 

The hoard must have amounted to a consi­
derable capital, and the house, which from its 
great size must have belonged to a wealthy and 
powerful man, together leave no doubt in our 
rninds that the owner of the house was an 
important person. Perhaps he was one of the 
area's few bronze founders, and these may have 
been wealthy and powerful because of their 
mastery of the difficult art of bronze casting; 
but he may equally well have been a member 
of the landowning class and temporarily had a 
bronze founder in his service. There are strong 
arguments that the few ve1y large buildings 
known from the Early Bronze Age, which 
stand apart from the ordinary houses of the 
period, reflect the same class difference as can 
be seen in contempora1y grave finds. 
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