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Fanns ren 1 Skottland under vikingatid?

Af Gad Rausing

I Orkneyinga-Sagans skildring av handelserna ar 1159 (Kap. 102) sages
uttryckligen att »(Orkney-)jarlarna brukade segla till Caithness (i norra
Skottland) for att dar jaga kronhjort och vildren i skogarna«. Detta har
setts som ett samtida belagg for att vildren levde kvar i Skottland dnda in i
historisk tid, hur osannolikt detta dn kan verka. Men ar detta verkligen
mojligt? Ar sagans pastdende sant?

Lawson (1984) anger att rester av ren antraffats pa atminstone 18 olika
lokaler i Skottland: pa tva olika platser pa Rousay bland Orkney-6arna, i
brochs (stenbyggda fastnings- och bostadstorn fran forsta artusendet
e.Kr.) vid Keiss och vid Yarhouse, bada i Caithness, i Creag nan Uamh-
grottorna och i Cill- Trolla broch, bada i Sutherland, vid Tain i Ross-shire
och Cromarthy, vid Marlee i Fife, vid Croftamie i Dumbartonshire, vid
Jordanhill, vid Queen’s Park och vid Raesgill, alla i Lanarkshire, vid
Kilmaurs och vid Tarbolton i Ayrshire, vid Craigton i West Lothian, vid
Green Craig i Midlothian, vid Middlestotts i Berwickshire och vid Shaw i
Dumffriesshire.

De flesta av dessa fynd, om én icke alla, stammar fran senglacial tid och
nagra, som antraffats under moran fran den senaste istiden, maste vare
interglaciala eller interstadiala. (Kilmaur, Queen’s Park och Raesgill.)

Det vid Croftamie funna hornet 1ag i bla marin lera. Over denna lig en
moran tilhorig en jokel i den dal dar nu Loch Lomond ligger. Leran, och
darmed hornet, ar foljaktligen senglacial. De skelettrester vilka antraffades
i1 »rengrottan« pa Creag nan Uamh har Cl14-daterats til 10080 +— 70 B.P.
och 8300 +— 90 B.P. Atminstone det senare ar fran postglacial tid.

Bada de horn som antréiffades pa Rousay lag i tidig postglacial torv,
liksom hornen fran Shaw och fran Middlestots, men fran senare tid an
denna kdnner vi inga geologiskt daterbara fynd.

Finnes nagra fynd av ren i Skottland vilka kan tankas stamma fran
senare tider? Fynden fran brochs kan, men behover icke, stamma fran den
tid d& dessa var i bruk, frdn 900-talet eller 1000-talet. Och dven om sa
skulle vara fallet bevisar de intet, eftersom de kan ha varit, och mest
sannolikt var, fran Norge importerat ramaterial for tillverkning av
kammar.

Men Orkneyingasagans utsago maste val vara bevis nog? Lat oss betdn-
ka vad denna »saga« egentligen ar. Den »forfattades« icke av en man fran

359



Fig. 1: Fyndplatser i Skott-
land med rester av ren. 1-2:
o o Rousay, 3: Craigton, 4:
q%,,ﬂ Keiss, 5: Yarhouse, 6: Cinn-
L2, Trolla, 7: Train, 8: Crom-
arthy, 9: Marlee, 10: Creag
%o Orkneyaerne nan Uamh, 11: Green Craig,

oY 12: Middlestotts, 13: Shaw,
14: Tarbolton, 15: Raesgill,
16: Queen’s Park, 17: Kil-
mours, 18: Jordanhill, 19:
Croftamie.

Sites in Scottland with rein-
deer remains.

o Carlisle

6arna utan bestar av en samling sagor och dikter fran Orkney, redigerade
av en isldndsk bard pa Island, nagon gang omkring ar 1200. Den passage
dar det sages att jarlarna »jagade kronhjort och ren i Caithness’ skogar«
prantades icke pa norne (Atlantéarnas och Caithness nu utdéda nordiska
sprak) utan pa islandska. Formuleringen kan vara ett semantiskt fel av en
Orkney-bard eller av den islandske redaktoren, och i sa fall néstan sikert
av den senare. Hur gick det till?

Den islandske skrivaren var sakerligen mera hemma i norska dn i nagot
annat frimmande sprak. For ett djur som icke fanns pa Island och for
vilket islandskan icke hade nagot namn anvande han sannolikt det norska
namnet. For »ren« skulle han ha skrivit det fornnorska »hran«.

P4 Island varken fanns, eller finns, radjur, och under vikingatid och
tidig medeltid fanns dessa djur icke heller i Norge. Var islindske skrivare
hade darfor sikerligen heller aldrig hort det fornnordiska ordet for radjur.
Och nar han horde det fornengelska ordet for »radjur«, »rah«, pluralis
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»rahn«, antog han att det har rorde sig om ett djur som han visserligen
aldrig sett men dock kdnde fran den skandinaviska litteraturen, vildrenen.
(Ekwall, p. 82.)

Det forefaller darfor mest troligt att Orkney-jarlarna seglade till Caith-
ness for att jaga kronhjort och »rahn«, radjur, icke »hran, vildren.

NOT.

Tydligen fanns inget ord for »vildren« i fornengelskan. Othere anvinde ordet »vildrum« for »vilda
hjorta« och »tamra deora« (Ack.pl.) for »tama hjortar«, och anvande en norsk term for at definiera vad
slags hjortar han menade: »tha deor hi hatad hranas«, d.v.s. »dessa hjortar kallar de (norrménnen)
renar.
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On the Question of Reindeer in Scotland in postglacial times

Gad Rausing

An enigmatic reference in the Orkneyinga saga (Chapter 102) which refers to the events of
the year 1159 expressly states that “the Earls (of Orkney) used to go over to Caithness every
summer, hunting red deer and reindeer in the woods there”. This has been taken to prove
that reindeer survived in Scotland well into historical times, no matter how unlikely it
seems. But is this possible? Is the statement correct?

A survey by Lawson (1984) has shown that reindeer remains have been found in at least
18 different sites in Scotland: two separate sites on Rousay in the Orkneys, in brochs at
Keiss and at Yarhouse in Caithness, in the Creag nan Uamh caves and in the Cill-Trolla
Broch, both in Sutherland, at Tain in Ross and Cromathy, at Marlee in Fife, at Croftamie
in Dumbartonshire, at Jordanhill, at Queen’s Park and at Raesgill, all in Lanarkshire, at
Kilmaurs and at Tarbolton in Ayrshire, at Craigton in West Lothian, at Green Craig in
Mid-Lothian, at Middlestots in Berwickshire and at Shaw in Dumfriesshire.

Most, if not all, of these finds are late-glacial, although some, having been found under
Devensian till, must antedate that glaciation. (Kilmaur, Queen’s Park, Raesgill.)

The antler from Croftamie was found in blue marine clay overlain by till deposited by ice
that had issued from the valley presently containing Loch Lomond, and should thus be late-
glacial, and the material found in the reindeer cave on the Creag nan Uamh has been
radiocarbon dated to 10080 +— 70 B.P. and 8300 +— 90 B.P. respectively.

However, both the antlers found on Rousay lay in early-postglacial peat, as did those
found at Shaw and at Middlestots, and the bone from Creag nan Uamh dating from 8300
B.P. is also clearly postglacial.

Evidently even the youngest finds which can be dated by their geological context belong
in the early postglacial period.
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But are there any finds of reindeer remains which might indicate that reindeer survived
in Scotland until an even later period? The finds from the brochs may, or may not, date
from the time of the human occupation of the brochs, at the beginning of the present
millenium. Even if they date from the time when the brochs were occupied they prove
nothing since they may be, and most likely are, the remains of antlers imported from
Norway to serve as raw materials for the manufacture of combs.

But what about the statement in the Orkneyinga Saga?

We must now take the background of the Saga into account. The Orkneyinga Saga was
not “written” by an Orkneyman but consists of a compilation of Orkney tales and poems,
edited by an Icelander, in Icelandic, sometime around 1200 A.D.

The statement that the Orkney earls “hunted red deer and reindeer in the woods of
Caithness” was thus not written down in Norse but in Icelandic. It may have been a
semantic mistake by either an Orkney bard or the Icelandic editor, if so almost certainly by
the latter. How did it happen?

The Icelandic scribe was undoubtedly more familiar with Norwegian than with any other
European language. He would thus probably have used the Norwegian word for an animal
which did not occur in Iceland, and for which Icelandic had no term, but which was
familiar to every Norwegian, the old Norse word for reindeer, “Aran”.

But neither are there, or were there ever, any roedeer in Iceland nor were there, at the
time, any in Norway, so the scribe would almost certainly not have heard the old Norse
word for this animal. When he heard the old English word for roedeer, “rah”, plural “rahn”,
he simply understood it to refer to an animal familiar to him from Norway and from
Norwegian literature, reindeer. (Ekwall, p. 82).

The conclusion must be that the Orkney Earls went to Caithness to hunt red deer and
“rahn”, roedeer, not “hran”, reindeer.

NOTE

There was evidently no word for “reindeer” in Old English. In Othere’s account the term “wildrum” is
used for “wild deer” and “tamra deora” (ack.pl.) for “tame deer”, with a Norwegian word to specify
which kind of deer these were: “tha deor hi hatad hranas”, i.e. “these deer they call reindeer”.

Gad Rausing
London
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