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ELNA MOLLER - WORSAAE-MEDAILLEN

Med tildelingen af Worsaae-medaillen til Elna Meller har Jysk Arkzolo-
gisk Selskab for forste gang hadret en indfedt jyde med sin fornemste
udmarkelse. Til dette har Elna Moeller gjort sig fortjent med fyrre ars
fremragende indsats inden for dansk kirkearkaologi.

Den allerforste del af sin forskningsvirksomhed har Elna Magller lagt i
Nationalmuseets store bogvark »Danmarks Kirker«, hvor hun blev ansat
som bygningskyndig redakter i 1944. I hendes tid er »Danmarks Kirker«
vokset med langt over titusinde sider, og selv om de enkelte redakterer
ikke optraeder helt anonymt i varket, er det dog svert at overskue, hvad
de hver for sig har ydet. Der kan da vare grund til at udpege Elna Mgllers
vigtigste arbejder. Det er faldet 1 hendes lod at undersege og beskrive
nogle af Danmarks vigtigste storkirker: domkirkerne i Roskilde og Ribe og
cistercienserkirken 1 Legumkloster. Det er gjort med mesterlig indlevelse
og med en sjelden padagogisk evne og udtryksform. Hun har lest de
fleste af de komplicerede problemer omkring disse kirkers tilblivelse og
udvikling og gjort sine resultater tilgaengelige for en bred kreds af lesere.
Det er i sig selv en betydelig bedrift.

I »Danmarks Kirker« har Elna Mgller ogsa beskrevet flere hundrede
landsbykirker. Det er karakteristisk for hende, at dette arbejde aldrig er
blevet monoton rutine, men at hun bestandigt har bragt system i sin viden
og gjort den tilgengelig for andre ved skarpsindige studier pa kryds og
tveers af de enkelte kirker. Herved har hun givet kendskabet til vore mid-
delalderlige kirker nye indfaldsvinkler. Serlig vigtig er hendes udredning
af de middelalderlige tagverker, som pa grund af hendes grundleggende
indsats kan udnyttes langt bedre end for som bidrag til kirkernes byg-
ningshistorie.

Elna Mollers interesse for det middelalderlige temrerhandvark anspo-
rede hende 1 1953 til at indlede systematiske undersggelser efter spor af
stenkirkernes forgengere under landsbykirkerne. Hendes pavisning af to
trekirker 1 Snoldelev indledte en ny og givtig fase 1 kirkearkaologien.
Forpligtelserne over for »Danmarks Kirker«, der skal udkomme i en jevnt
glidende strem, gjorde det umuligt for Elna Mgller at koncentrere sig om
kirkegulvsundersggelserne. Men hendes indsats som igangsatter og inspi-
rator vil ikke ga i glemmebogen.



Elna Magller er ikke blot en frodig forsker og flittig skribent, men ogsa
en god kollega, som aldrig er bange for at dele ud af sin store viden, og
som nzrer en &gte og varm interesse for sine medarbejderes ve og vel. At
arbejde for hende og sammen med hende foles som et privilegium. Hun
bliver svaer at undvere, nar hun ved Aarsskiftet forlader »Danmarks
Kirker«.

Olaf Olsen



ELNA MUJLLER - THE WORSAAE MEDAL

By presenting the Worsaae Medal to Elna Maeller, the Jysk Arkazologisk
Selskab has for the first time honoured a native Jutlander with its most di-
stinguished award. It has been granted to Elna Moller in recognition of
her outstanding contribution to Danish ecclesiastical archaeology during
forty years.

The greatest part of EIna Magller’s research activities is embodied in the
big reference work, »Danmarks Kirker«, published by the National
Museum, which she joined as editor of church architecture in 1944. In her
time »Danmarks Kirker« has grown by a good deal more than ten
thousand pages, and although the editors are not individually anony-
mous, it is none the less difficult to gain an idea of what each has con-
tributed. For this reason, then, Elna Mpgller’s most important undertak-
ings will be singled out. It fell to her lot to examine and describe the fabric
of some of the largest and most important churches in Denmark: the
cathedrals of Roskilde and Ribe, and the Cistercian abbey at Logumklo-
ster. This she has carried out with masterly insight, rare pedagogical skill
and expressive form. Not only has she solved most of the complicated
problems connected with the origins and development of these churches,
she has also presented her results so that they are accessible to a wide
circle of readers. This is in itself a considerable achievement.

Elna Mogller has also described several hundred village churches in
»Danmarks Kirker«. It is characteristic of her that the task has never
become montonous routine. She has marshalled her knowledge and, by
means of penetrating studies through the length and breadth of each
church, she has passed it on to others. New facets have thus been added to
our knowledge of medieval churches in Denmark. Her clarification of
medieval roof constructions is especially significant because, as a result of
her fundamental research, church roofs are now a far better source of
information about the structural history of churches than before.

Elna Moller’s interest in medieval joinery and carpentry encouraged
her in 1953 to begin systematic examinations beneath the floors of village
churches to search for the forerunners of stone or brick-built churches.
She was able to establish that there were traces of two wooden churches
under Snoldelev Church, and with this discovery a new and fruitful phase
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of ecclesiastical archaeology began. Because of her commitment to »Dan-
marks Kirker«, which has to be published in a steady flow, it was not
possible for Elna Mgller to concentrate her time on these church-floor
investigations. But as the initiator of these, and source of inspiration, she
will not be forgotten.

Elna Magller is not only a productive scholar and assiduous writer, she is
also a good colleague, who is never unwilling to share her deep knowledge
with others, and whose interest in the well-being of her friends and associ-
ates is genuine and warm. To work for her and with her feels a privilege. It
will be difficult to be without her when, at the turn of the year, she leaves
»Danmarks Kirker«.

Olaf Olsen

Overseattelse: Jean Olsen
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