


































SUMMARY 

Three Battle-Axe mounds from central Jutland 

In September 1980 Silkeborg Museum excavated three overploughed mounds in Hvin
ningdal, about 5 km NW ofSilkeborg. The mounds appear all to be constructed during the 
later part of the Battle-Axe period (the younger Ground Grave period or the Top Grave 
period). Below the Battle-Axe graves in mound I, a centrally placed E-W oriented man's 
grave and three N-S oriented presumed children's graves, there were traces of a fire made 
prior to the placing of the coflins at the bottom of the mound. Nothing similar was found in 
the two other mounds. Whether any of the centrally placed graves in mound II are 
primary constructions is doubtful. In mound I II was found a centrally placed E-W 
oriented man's grave with a battle-axe, as in mound I. 

In mound I no secondary grave constructions were found. The two chains of edging 
stones indicate at least two mound phases. In mound II one of the three centrally placed 
graves is without doubt a secondary construction. In the south-eastern part of the mound 
there were traces of a grave from the later part of the Battle-Axe period with a straight
walled beaker and a flint blade. Outside the mound foot in the south-eastern part a stone 
pavement of uncertain age was unearthed and in the north-western and western part two 
circular stone pavements, which with the aid of pottery could be dated to the transition 
period Bronze Age period VI/ Pre-Roman Iron Age period I. In mound III neither 
secondary constructions nor traces of more mound phases were found. 
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I) Der rettes en tak til familien Leisgård for den gæstfrihed og forståelse vi mødte under udgrav
ningen. 

2) Udgifterne ved udgravningen blev dels dækket af Silkeborg kommune i medfør af naturfredningslo
vens § 49, dels af Silkeborg museum. 

3) Høj ene I og II I, der ikke tidligere var blevet registreret, har fået sb.nr. 122 og 120, Balle sogn, Hids
herred, Århus amt. På Silkeborg museum har de tre høje fået betegnelserne SKM 49/1980,
30/ 1980 og 50/ 1980.

4) P.V. Glob, Studier over den jyske Enkeltgravskultur. Aarbøger for nordisk Oldkyndighed og 
Historie, 1944 p. 44. 

5) F.eks. økse I (NM I: A 39070) fra grav B, høj 3, Bratbjerg med 8 små parallelle ridser på øksens 
højre overside ovenfor skafthullet. 

6) P.V. Glob, Studier over den jyske Enkeltgravskultur. Aarbøger for nordisk Oldkyndighcd og Hi
storie 1944 p. 143. 

7)J. Jensen, Jyske fladmarksgrave fra yngre bronzealder. Aarbøger for nordisk Oldkyndighcd og 
Historie 1966 p. 53.

8) Der rettes en tak til G. Kunwald for en kritisk gennemlæsning af manuskriptet.
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