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NYE MONTFUND FRA FAILAKA

Af Otto Markholm

Tilegnet P. V. Glob

I Kuml 1960, s. 199-207 offentliggjorde jeg en beskrivelse af det forste
samlede mentfund fra de danske udgravninger pa Failaka, oldtidens Ika-
ros. Fundet var gjort samme ar og gjeblikkeligt sendt til Danmark, hvor
mentklumpen blev adskilt og de enkelte menter renset og konserveret.
Allerede 1 1961 gjorde udgraverne et nyt fund af samme art, men denne
gang blev den sammensintrede mentklump liggende i mange ar. Forst i
begyndelsen af 1978 lykkedes det, takket vaere P.V. Globs personlige og
oskonomiske indsats, at fa sendt en dansk konservator, Claus Gottlieb fra
Nationalmuseets konserveringsafdeling for jordfund, til Kuwait, hvor han
fik lejlighed til at behandle bade det samlede fund og de enkeltfundne
menter, hovedsagelig af bronze, som var kommet for dagen forskellige
steder 1 udgravningen. Udover at rense og konservere menterne fotografe-
rede Claus Gottlieb dem for og efter behandlingen, noterede vagt og
stempelstilling og fremstillede en rekke forme, hvori der senere blev lavet
gipsafstebninger af alle menterne. Det er dette materiale, som ligger til
grund for denne artikel.

Fig. 1: Mentfundet 1961. De
seksten monter er her skilt ad,
og et par stykker af dem har
varet udsat for et primitivt
forseg pa rensning.

The coin hoard of 1961. The
16 coins have been separated
and a primitve attempt has
been made to clean a couple
of them.

I. DET SAMLEDE FUND FRA 1961

Efter adskillelsen viste mentklumpen fra 1961 sig at besta af 16 selvmen-
ter, 10 tetradrachmer (fire-drachme-stykker) og 6 drachmer (fig. 1-2),
hvis beskrivelse folger her:
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Susa, Seleukos IT 246-226 f.Kr.

Fs.
Bs.

Herakleshoved ikledt loveskind mod hgjre, perlecirkel.

Zeus siddende mod venstre pa tronstol med ryglen og fodskammel,
pa den udstrakte hgjre hand holder han sin ern, mens han med ven-
stre hand griber om et langt scepter; BAZIAEQY SEAEYKOY; til
venstre monogram 1, til hgjre monogram 2 (fig. 3). Tetradrachme.
15,20 gr. Se ESM 366 j (samme forsidestempel)

Susa, Antiochos III 223-187 f.Kr.

Fs.
Bs.

1o

Antiochos IIT’s hoved med diadem mod hgjre, perlecirkel.

Apollon siddende mod venstre pa omphalos, holdende i hgjre hand pil,
i venstre hand bue; BAZIAEQZX ANTIOXOY; til venstre monogram
3, til hgjre monogram 4 (fig. 3). Tetradrachmer.

14,90 gr.

15,27 gr. Samme forsidestempel som nr. 2

14,67 gr. Monogrammer ulaselige

Gerrha? C. 220-210 f.Kr.

Fs.
Bs.

o N oo

Herakleshoved ikledt loveskind mod hejre.

»Zeus« siddende mod venstre, holdende orn og scepter som pa nr. 1;
AAEZANAPOY (let barbariseret); til venstre monogram 5 (fig. 3;
arabisk bogstav shin), perlecirkel. Tetradrachmer.

14,09 gr. Samme forsidestempel som Kuml 1960, s. 202, nr. 2-9
14,51 gr. Samme forsidestempel som Kuml 1960, s. 202, nr. 11

15,20 gr. Samme forsidestempel som nr. 6

14,70 gr. Samme forsidestempel som nr. 6-7

Abyatha. C. 210 f.Kr.

Fs.
Bs.

10.
11.
12.
13,
14.
15.
16.

220

Herakleshoved iklaedt leveskind mod hgjre

»Zeus« siddende mod venstre, holdende i hgjre hand blomst (?), i
venstre hand et langt scepter; arabisk indskrift fig. 3, nr. 6: d b y tha =
Abyatha; til venstre monogram 7 (fig. 3; arabisk bogstav alef).

13,75 gr.

15,40 gr. Samme stempler som nr. 9

3,65 gr.

3,45 gr.

3,50 gr.

2,85 gr. Samme forsidestempel som nr. 13

3,67 gr.

3,05 gr.



Fig. 2: Gipsafstebninger af de rensede menter fra fundet 1961. Nummereringen svarer til listen s. 220.

Plaster casts of the cleaned coins from the 1961 find. The numbering corresponds to the list on page
230.



De fire seleukidiske menter, der har afgerende betydning for fundets date-
ring, stammer alle fra det seleukidiske mentsted Susa. Nr. 1 herer til en
type, der pragedes uforandret fra Seleukos I’s tid (305-281 f.Kr.) og ned i
Seleukos II’s regeringsperiode (246-226 f.Kr.), altsa ogsa med kongenav-
net Seleukos under kongerne Antiochos I (281-261 f.Kr.) og Antiochos 11
(261-246 f.Kr.). Men de to monogrammer viser, at vort exemplar af
denne type immobilisée horer hjemme under Seleukos II, umiddelbart for
denne indferer sine egne menttyper i Susa. Tilsyneladende sker det heni-
mod slutningen af hans regeringstid, da de nye typer er meget sjxldne.

De tre menter fra Antiochos III (nr. 2-4) ma alle tilskrives mentstedet
Susa, selvom de ikke er optaget i amerikaneren E.T. Newell’s store verk
om de seleukidiske udmentninger fra rigets gstlige provinser, Eastern Seleu-
cid Mints fra 1939. Ligesom den ene ment fra 1960-fundet herer disse tre
menter til 1 begyndelsen af Antiochos III’s lange regeringstid, perioden
fra 223 til ca. 212 f.Kr., og er de yngste daterbare i skatten. Udfra deres
relativt ringe slid ma skattens nedleggelse vere foretaget ikke altfor man-
ge ar senere. En sandsynlig datering ma derfor blive ca. 210-200 f.Kr., og
ligesom 1960-skatten kan det nye fund saledes med rimelighed szttes i
forbindelse med Antiochos III’s arabiske ekspedition i 204 f.Kr. Det skal
lige bemarkes, at ment 4’s lidt medtagne udseende ikke skyldes, at den
var serlig slidt, men at den var udsat for en uhensigtsmassig behandling
for den egentlige konservering.

De seleukidiske menter pragedes efter det attiske vagtsystem, hvor en
tetradrachme skulle veje ca. 17,20 g. Vore fire monters langt lavere vagt
ma skyldes uheldige opbevaringsforhold i Failakas jord med en sterk
korrosion til folge. Denne iagttagelse har betydning for vurderinger af de
orientalske Alexanderefterligningers vagt, der oprindelig ma have varet
ganske nar den attiske.

De fire menter nr. 5-8 herer til en udmentning, som jeg beskaftigede
mig udferligt med i 1960. Det forste fund fra Failaka indeholdt 12 menter
af denne type. Jeg fremsatte den gang den formodning, at disse menter
var praget 1 den vigtige arabiske handelsby Gerrha pa Arabiens ostkyst
lidt nord for Bahrain, og denne antagelse ma siges at vare bestyrket
gennem fundet i 1970 af en storre mentskat, indeholdende tidligere typer
af denne samme udmentning, pa selve Bahrain (1). Jeg mener derfor, at
den overvejende sandsynlighed nu taler for at henfere disse menter til
Gerrha. Det er jo altid tilfredsstillende at se sine hypoteser bekraftet eller
styrket af senere fund.

Endvidere har fundet fra Bahrain gjort det klart, at det W-lignende
tegn til venstre er det sydarabiske bogstav shin (sh), og at denne initial
star for solguden Shamas eller Shams, hvis navn er skrevet helt ud pa
nogle fa af Bahrain-fundets monter. Alexander-meonternes graske Zeus er
altsa blevet omfortolket til Arabernes Shamas. Dette gelder formentlig
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Fig. 3

begge de tilstedeveerende menttyper. Hermed stemmer at figuren i begge
tilfelde er fremstillet skaglos, mens den graske Zeus altid barer fuldskag.

De ovrige menter i fundet, tetradrachmerne og drachmerne nr. 9-16,
herer til en gruppe Alexander-efterligninger, som tidligere pa grund af
den sydarabiske indskrift henfortes til Minzernes rige i Sydarabien, nogle
hundrede kilometer nord for Aden-omradet. De fem skrifttegn kan tran-
skriberes d b y th d, hvilket dekker navnet, Abyatha, pa den fyrste eller
konge, som pragede disse monter. Allerede i min artikel fra 1960 omtalte
jeg en enkeltfunden drachme af denne type fra Failaka, som jeg udfra
stilen daterede til ca. 150 f.Kr. Imidlertid har et par nye fund, deriblandt
Failaka 1961, vist at denne datering er forkert. Abyathas menter herer
hjemme i slutningen af 3. arhundrede f.Kr. Fundomstendighederne viser
klart, at de ma vare omtrent samtidige med Gerrha-menterne nr. 5-8, og
ligesom tilfeldet var med disse, bevaegede enkelte eksemplarer sig frem ad
handelsvejene mod vest for at dukke op i et par fund fra Lilleasien fra
tiden omkring 200 til 190 £.Kr.(2).

Mens Abyathas tid sdledes ligger nogenlunde fast, er hans lokalisering
et vanskeligere problem. Hans menter viser visse lighedspunkter med
andre orientalske Alexander-efterligninger med fyrstenavnene Harithat
og Abiel. Sidstnevntes menter udjorde en del af det store mentfund fra
Bahrain, som tidligere er beskrevet i Kuml 1972. Harithats menter beteg-
ner ham udtrykkelig som hersker i 4 g 7 eller Hagar. Desvarre forekommer
dette stednavn 1 flere forskellige dele af den arabiske halvg. Den moderne
forskning har peget pa to muligheder: Hagar kan enten taenkes anbragt i
det nordlige Arabien ved Dumeitha eller Dumat, ca. midtvejs pa karava-
nevejen fra Eufrat-Tigris flodernes munding til Petra i Nabatzernes land,
eller det kan lokaliseres ved Arabiens ostkyst i distriktet al-Hasa mellem
oaserne Thaj og Hufhuf (3). Eventuelt kan gen Bahrain have hert med til
fyrstedemmet Hagar. Pa det foreliggende grundlag kan en sikker afgarelse
mellem disse to muligheder nappe treffes. Pa grund af menternes starkt
orientalske prag vil jeg vere tilbgjelig til at lokalisere dem ret fjernt fra
det graske omrade, og jeg vil derfor stadig mene at placeringen i det
ostlige Arabien er den mest sandsynlige. I gvrigt ma det papeges, at mens
Harithats og Abiels udmentningen utvivlsomt herer sammen og derfor
begge kan henferes til Hagar, er Abyathas menter pa visse typologiske
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punkter forskellige. Forsidens Herakleshoved er udformet anderledes, og
»Zeus« pa bagsiden holder en blomst istedet for et hesterhyton som hos
Harithat og Abiel. Det er derfor muligt, at Abyathas menter ikke hidrerer
fra Hagar, men fra et helt tredie fyrstedemme, som imidlertid sa ma
placeres i Hagars umiddelbare nzrhed.

II. DE ENKELTFUNDNE MONTER

Spredt rundt pa udgravningsomradet er fundet ialt tre selvmenter og 22
bronzementer. En udferlig publikation af dette materiale med angivelse af
dets stratigrafiske betydning vil blive foretaget i den endelige udgrav-
ningsrapport. Her vil jeg kun behandle materialet mere generelt udfra
dets betydning for forstaelsen af Ikaros’ funktion i den hellenistiske
periode.

De tre selvmenter omfatter een tetradrachme af »Gerrha«-typen (fig.
4,1), svarende til de tolv menter fra 1960-fundet og nr. 5-8 ovenfor 1
fundet fra 1961. Endvidere een drachme fra Abyatha svarende til nr. 11-
16 ovenfor, samt en halvdrachme (vegt 1,59 g.) af samme type. Drach-
men blev allerede publiceret 1 min artikel fra 1960, mens halvdrachmen er
afbildet her som fig. 4,2. Dens forsidetype minder i stil mest om drach-
merne nr. 15-16 fra det samlede fund.

De 22 bronzementer er overvejende seleukidiske og viser felgende for-
deling pa mentsteder og regeringer:

BRONZEMONTER FRA FAILAKA

Seleukia Antiochia-

v. Tigris Susa Charax ubestemt | ialt
c. 336-300 1 1 2
Seleukos 1 305-281
Antiochos I 281-261
Antiochos 11 261-246 1 1
Seleukos 11 246-226
Seleukos 111 226-223
Antiochos IIT 223-187 5 1 4? 10
Seleukos IV 187-175 1 1
Antiochos IV 175-164 4 4
Hyspaosines c. 140-110 1 1
ubestemt 3 3

11 2 5 4 22

Som det fremgar af skemaet kan kun tre menter med sikkerhed henfores
til tiden for Antiochos III’s tronbestigelse i 223 f. Kr. Den @ldste af disse
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(fig. 4,3) bxrer Alexander den Stores navn og herer til hans almindelige
bronzeudmentning med et Herakleshoved pa forsiden og pa bagsiden
heltens vaben: en bue i hylster og en kelle. Monter af denne type pregedes
1 mange meontsteder i Alexanders rige, ogsa i arene efter hans ded. Da den
ret slidte mont ikke fremviser noget monogram eller andet serligt kende-
tegn, kan det ikke afgeres, hvor den er preget. Den ma vere udmentet
mellem 336 og c. 300 f.Kr., men kan naturligvis godt vare kommet til
Failaka pa et langt senere tidspunkt.

Det store flertal af bronzementerne, 15 ud af 19 identificerbare stykker,
hidrerer fra de seleukidiske herskere Antiochos 111, Seleukos IV og Antio-
chos IV, altsa fra perioden mellem 223 og 164 f.Kr. Det er vard at legge
merke til, at de langt talrigere mentfund fra Susa ogsa viser en koncentra-
tion i denne periode, et forhold der er blevet forklaret som en falge af en
intensivering af handelen mellem Babylonien og omréderne ved den Per-
siske Bugt (4). Blandt de seleukidiske montsteder dominerer Seleukia ved
Tigris kraftigt ligesom tilfeldet er i Susa i samme tidsrum. Fra de skriftli-
ge kilder ved vi, at Antiochos III og IV viste en speciel interesse for de
ostlige provinser. Antiochos III foretog en stor expedition, der forte ham
til Indiens graenser i drene 212-204 f.Kr. Hans ostlige ophold afsluttedes
forevrigt med en expedition mod Gerrha i 204 f.Kr., som almindeligvis
forklares udfra handelspolitiske motiver. Antiochos III var igen i osten i
187 f.Kr., hvor han dede i Elymais. Ogsa Antiochos IV foretog en storre
expedition gstpa 1 arene 165 og 164 f.Kr. Ligesom sin fader omkom han i
disse egne fjernt fra hovedstaden Antiochia i Syrien (5).

Ved Eufrat- og Tigrisflodernes udmunding i den Persiske Bugt la et
andet Antiochia, oprindelig en grundleggelse af Alexander den Store,
men genopbygget og forsynet med nyt navn af enten Antiochos III eller
Antiochos IV. Under Antiochos IV fungerede her et montsted, der pre-
gede sglvmenter, tetradrachmer og drachmer, og hvis virksomhed kan
forfelges ned til begyndelsen af Demetrios II'’s regeringstid (145-140
f.Kr.) (6). Blandt de enkeltfundne bronzementer fra Failaka findes nu fire
stykker i to forskellige nominaler, som er praget af Antiochos III og
maske kan henfores til dette mentsted. Deres beskrivelse lyder:

1. Fs. Portret af Antiochos III mod hgjre med diadem.

Bs. Nike med krans staende pa skibsstevn mod venstre; BAZIAEQX
ANTIOXOY; til venstre og hgjre monogrammer.

3 exemplarer, uregelmassig stempelstilling. (Fig. 4,7).

2. Fs. Skagget hoved (Zeus?) mod hgjre.

Bs. Apollon staende mod venstre, hgjre hand udstrakt, l&nende sig
med venstre arm til sgjle; BAZIAEQE ANTIOXOY; til venstre
monogram 8, til hgjre ubestemt monogram.

1 exemplar, uregelmassig stempelstilling. (Fig. 4,8).
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Monogrammet nr. 8 fra ment 2 genfindes pa een af menterne af type 1,
hvilket indicerer, at vi virkelig har at gere med to forskellige nominaler fra
een og samme udmentning.

Moenternes uregelmassige stempelstilling udelukker Seleukia ved Tigris
som mentsted. Derimod kunne de godt stamme fra Susa, hvis menter blev
praeget med uregelmassig stempelstilling til langt ned i parthisk tid (7).
Imidlertid er disse menttyper overhovedet ikke fundet ved de meget om-
fattende udgravninger 1 Susa, som har bragt tusindvis af hellenistiske
menter for dagen. Det er endvidere bemarkelsesvardigt, at vore menter
er usedvanlig godt bevarede og neppe kan have cirkuleret ret lenge. Det
er derfor rimeligt at antage, at de er udmentet nar fundstedet, og den
mulighed kan ikke afvises at Antiochos III under sit ophold pa stedet
oprettede et mentsted 1 Antiochia ved den Persiske Havbugt, som produ-
cerede disse monter i tiden efter 204 f. Kr. Det udmarkede kongeportrat
pa forsiden af type 1 er et manddomsportrazt, som herer hjemme i sidste
halvdel af hans regeringstid, altsa under alle omstendigheder efter 204
f.Kr. Bagsidefremstillingen med et skib leser ikke lokaliseringsproblemet,
idet skibsfremstillinger kendes bade fra Susa under Antiochos IV og fra
Antiochia under kong Apodakos af Charakene (fra c. 110 fKr.) (8).
Imidlertid er det fristende at forklare typen, sejrsgudinden pa forstavnen
af et krigsskib, som en henvisning til Antiochos’ fladeexpedition mod
Gerrha, der bragte bade sejr og bytte. Og for en sadan fladeexpedition er
Antiochia ved den Persiske Havbugt unzgteligt et bedre udgangspunkt
end Susa. Selve gen Ikaros kan meget vel have tjent som en fremskudt
base for en flaidehavn i Antiochia ved den Persiske Bugt.

Hvorledes dette nu forholder sig, sa hidrerer den yngste ment i fundene
med sikkerhed fra dette mentsted. Under Seleukiderigets oplesning om-
kring 140 f.Kr., da Partherne satte sig i besiddelse af alle rigets ostlige
provinser, etablerede den tidligere seleukidiske statholder, Hyspaosines,
et uafhangigt kongerige i egnen omkring de store floders udmunding.
Som hovedstad valgte han Antiochia, som han omdgbte til Charax, hvor-
efter hele hans lille kongerige fik navnet Charakene. Hyspaosines gjorde

Fig. 4: Enkeltfundne meonter fra Failaka. 1. Tetradrachme fra Gerrha (?), c. 220-210 f.Kr. 2. Halv-
drachme praget af Abyatha, c. 220-210 f.Kr. 3. Alexander den Store (336-323 f.Kr.) eller senere,
ubestemt mentsted. 4. Antiochos ITI (223-187 f.Kr.), Seleukia ved Tigris. 5. Antiochos IV (175-164
f.Kr.), Seleukia ved Tigris. 6. Seleukos IV (187-175 f.Kr.), Susa. 7.-8. Antiochos III (223-187 f.Kr.),
Antiochia-Charax?. 9. Hyspaosines (c. 140-c. 110 f.Kr.), Antiochia-Charax. 10. Hyspaosines af Cha-
rakene, tetradrachme fra ar 122/1 f.Kr.; Yale University Collection.

Stray coin finds from Failaka. 1. Tetradrachm from Gerrha (?) ca. 220-210 B. C. 2. Half-drachm
struck by Abyatha, ca. 220-210 B. C. 3. Alexander the Great (336-326 B. C.) or later, unknown mint.
4. Antiochus III (223-187 B. C.), Seleucia on the Tigris.”5. Antiochus IV (175-164 B. C.), Seleucia on
the Tigris. 6. Seleucus IV (187-175 B. C.), Susa 7.-8. Antiochus III (223-187 B. C.), Antiochia-
Charax? 9. Hyspaosines (ca. 140 — ca. 110 B. C.), Antiochia-Charax. 10. Hyspaosines of Charakene,
tetradrachm from the year 122-121 B. C.; Yale University Collection.
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Seleucia ved Tigris

Susa Antiochia - Charax
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sig formentlig uafhangig allerede omkring 140 f.Kr. En mere betydelig
rolle spillede han i begyndelsen af 120’erne da det for en kort periode
lykkedes ham at udvide sit rige til at omfatte hele Babylonien og muligvis
andre omrader. Hans daterede menter, hvoraf en tetradrachme vises som
fig. 4,10, herer alle hjemme i arene 125/4 til 122/1 f.Kr. I dette sidste ar
blev han tvunget tilbage af partherkongen Mithradates II, som besatte
selve Charax og pregede ment der. Muligvis har Hyspaosines faet lov til
at fortsaette som parthisk underkonge, idet hans efterfelger i Charakene
forst kendes fra 110/09 f.Kr. (9).

Hyspaosines’ ene ment fra Ikaros-Failaka har felgende udseende:

Fs. Skagget portrat af Hyspaosines mod hgjre (med diadem?).

Bs. Athena stidende frontalt med skjold og lanse; [BJAZIA[EQZ]
[Y]ZITAOZIN[OY]; til venstre mellem indskrift og type monogram
9.

1 exemplar, uregelmassig stempelstilling. (Fig. 4,9).

To stykker af samme type er fundet i Susa og to i Dura-Europos ved
Eufrat flodens midterste lgb (10). Deres datering indenfor perioden 140-
110 f.Kr. er omstridt. Nogle har villet datere menterne til c. 140 fKr.
(11), mens andre henforer dem til Hyspaosines sidste regeringsar, mellem
ca. 120 og 110 f.Kr. (12). Efter mit bedste skon er det umuligt at placere
disse menter ngjagtigt indenfor Hyspaosines’ 30-arige regeringsperiode.
Aret 140 fKr. bliver siledes den sikre nedre tidsgrense for den ekono-
miske aktivitet pa Ikaros i hellenistisk periode for sa vidt den afspejler sig i
mentfundene. Men aktiviteten kan ogsa have varet op til 30 ar lengere.

Pa kortet fig. 5 er indtegnet de vigtigste handelsveje fra omradet om-
kring den Persiske Havbugt mod vest til Middelhavet. Omradets betyd-
ning har veret afthangig af transithandelen med varer fra Indien. Agyp-
terkongerne, de uafh@ngige Nabataere i Petra og Seleukidekongerne i
Syrien konkurrerede ivrigt om denne indbringende handel. Fundene fra
Failaka (og Bahrain) er et vidnesbyrd, om at Seleukiderne gjorde en
serlig indsats i arene omkring 205 til 160 f.Kr. og formentlig har veret
ganske godt stillet i konkurrencen takket vare forbindelsen med Gerrha.
Den politiske situation @ndrede sig med den parthiske erobring af Seleu-
kiderigets gstprovinser i arene omkring 140 f.Kr. Mere vigtigt for handels-
forbindelserne var dog nok at ®gyptiske sefarere henimod slutningen af 2.
arh. fKr. lerte at udnytte monsun-vindene til at etablere en direkte
forbindelse fra Afrikas kyst ved det nuvarende Eritrea og Somalia til
Indus-flodens munding (13). Dermed sejrede Alexandria over Antiochia,
og i romersk kejsertid kom sterstedelen af de orientalske luksusvarer til
Europa via Alexandria. Den Persiske Bugts betydning formindskedes til-
svarende, og behovet for et hellenistisk stottepunkt for sshandelen ved
Failaka forsvandt.
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NEW COIN FINDS FROM FAILAKA
by Otto Merkholm Dedicated to P.V. Glob

In KUML 1960, pp. 199-207, I published a description of the first coin hoard from the
Danish excavations on Failaka, the ancient Ikaros. The find had been made earlier
that year and been sent at once to Denmark, where the lump of coins was separated and
the individual coins were cleaned and conserved. A new find of the same type was made at
the excavations already in 1961, but this time the fused lump of coins was neglected for
many years. At last, in the beginning of 1978, the personal and financial aid of P.V. Glob,
Director of State Antiquities, made it possible to send a conservator, Claus Gottlieb from
the Department of Conservation of Earth Finds at the National Museum, to Kuwait. Here
Claus Gottlieb treated both the hoard and the stray finds, mostly of bronze, which had
appeared at various excavation sites. Besides cleaning and conserving the coins, Claus
Gottlieb also photographed them before and after treatment, noted their weights and the
placement of the dies, and made a series of moulds in which plaster casts were later taken
of all the coins. This material forms the basis of the present article.

I. THE HOARD FROM 1961

After separation, the lump of coins from 1961 was found to consist of 16 silver coins, 10
tetradrachms (4-drachm pieces) and 6 drachms (fig. 1-2), described as follows:

Susa, Seleucus 11, 246-226 B. C.

Obverse: Head of Herakles clad in lion skin, facing right, circle of dots.

Reverse:  Zeus, facing left, seated on his throne with back-rest and stool. In his outstret-
ched right hand he holds an eagle, while with his left hand he grasps a long
sceptre; BAZIAEQY ZEAEYKOY; monogram 1 on the left, monogram 2 on
the right (fig. 3). Tetradrachm.

1. 15.20 grams. See ESM 366 j (same observe die).

Susa, Antiochus III, 223-187 B. C.

Obverse: Head of Antiochus III with diadem facing right, circle of dots.

Reverse:  Apollo seated on the omphalos, facing left, holding an arrow in his right hand
and a bow in his left hand; BAZIAEQY ANTIOXOY monogram 3 on the
left, monogram 4 on the right (fig. 3). Tetradrachms.

2. 14.90 grams.

3. 15.27 grams. Same obverse die as nr. 2.

4. 14.67 grams. Monograms illegible.

Gerrha?, ca. 220-210 B. C.

Obverse: Head of Herakles wearing lion skin, facing right.

Reverse:  Seated »Zeus« facing left, holding eagle and sceptre as on nr. 1.
AAEZANATIOY (slightly barbarized); on the left monogram 5 (fig. 3, Arabic
letter shin), circle of dots. Tetradrachms.

5. 14.09 grams. Same obverse die as Kuml 1960, p. 202, nrs. 2-9.

6. 14.51 grams. Same obverse die as Kuml 1960, p. 202, nr. 11.

7.15.20 grams. Same obverse die as nr. 6.

8. 14.70 grams. Same obverse die as nrs. 6-7.
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Abyatha, ca. 210 B. C.

Obverse: Head of Herrakles wearing lion skin, facing right.

Reverse:  Seated »Zeus« facing left, holding flower (?) in his right hand, while his left
hand grasps a long sceptre; Arabic inscription, fig. 3. nr. 6: d b y th d =
Abyatha; monogram 7 on the left (fig. 3; Arabic letter aleph).

9. 13.75 grams

10. 15.40 grams. Same dies as nr. 9

11. 3.65 grams.

12. 3.45 grams.

13. 3.50 grams.

14. 2.85 grams. Same obverse die as nr. 13.

15. 3.67 grams.

16. 3.05 grams.

The four Seleucid coins of significance in dating the find all stem from the Seleucid mint at
Susa. Nr. | belongs to a type which was struck unchanged from the time of Seleucus I
(305-281 B.C.) and down through the reign of Seleucus II (246-226 B.C.), that is, with the
royal name Seleucus also during the reigns of Antiochus I (281-261 B.C.) and Antiochus
IT (261-246 B.C.). But the two monograms show that our example of this type immobilisée
can be assigned to the reign of Seleucus I1, just before he introduced his own coin types in
Susa. This apparently occured toward the end of his reign, as the new types are extremely
rare.

The three coins from Antiochus III (nrs. 2-4) must all be assigned to the Susa mint, even
though they are not included in the major work by the American E. T. Newell on the
Seleucid mintings from the eastern provinces of the empire, Eastern Seleucid Mints from
1939. Just as the one coin from the 1960 find, these three coins were struck in the
beginning of the long reign of Antiochus III, the period from 223 to about 212 B. C., and
they are the latest of the datable coins in the hoard. To judge by their relatively good
condition, the hoard must have been deposited only a few years later. A reasonable dating
would therefore be about 210-200 B. C., and just like the 1960 hoard, the new find can
with some probability be related to Antiochus III’s Arabian campaign in 204 B. C. It
ought to be remarked that the rather worn appearance of coin 4 is not due to usage but
rather to careless treatment before the actual conservation.

The Seleucid coins were struck according to the Attic weight system, in which a tetra-
drachm weighed about 17.20 grams. The far lower weight of our four coins may most
likely be attributed to the poor conditions of preservation in the soil of Failaka which
greatly corroded the pieces. This observation must be taken into account in estimating the
weight of the oriental Alexander-imitations, which originally must have been quite close to
the Attic weight.

The four coins nrs. 5-8 belong to an issue which I discussed in detail in 1960. The first
find from Failaka contained 12 coins of this type. At that time I ventured the theory that
these coins had been struck in the important Arabian trading city Gerrha on the east coast
of Arabia, slightly north of Bahrain, and this assumption may be said to have been
confirmed by the find of a larger coin hoard in 1970, containing earlier types of the same
minting on Bahrain itself (1). I therefore believe that it is entirely reasonable to attribute
these coins to Gerrha. It is always gratifying to see one’s hypotheses confirmed or suppor-
ted by later finds.

Furthermore, the find from Bahrain has made it clear that the W-like symbol on the left
is the southern Arabian letter skin (sh) and that this initial stands for the sun god Shamas
or Shams, whose name has been fully spelled out on a few of the coins in the Bahrain find.
The Greek Zeus of the Alexander coins has thus been reinterpreted as the Arabian Shamas.

231



This probably holds true for both of the present coin types. In accordance with this, the
figure in both cases has been portrayed beardless, while the Greek Zeus is always bearded.

The other coins in the find, the tetradrachms and the drachms nrs. 9-16, belong to a
group of Alexander-imitations which, due to the southern Arabian inscription, were ear-
lier ascribed to the kingdom of the Minyans in southern Arabia, some hundred kilometres
north of the Aden region. The five symbols can be transcribed d b y ¢th d, which stands for
the name Abyatha, the ruler or king who struck these coins. In my article from 1960, I
mentioned a single find of a drachm of this type from Failaka which, judging by its style,
I dated to about 150 B. C. Meanwhile, a couple of new finds, including Failaka 1961, have
proved this dating to be incorrect. The coins of Abyatha belong to the end of the third
century B. C. The finding conditions clearly show that they must be approximately
contemporary with the Gerrha coins nrs. 5-8 and, as was the case with these, single
specimens made their way westward along the trade routes and finally turn up in a couple
of finds in Asia Minor from the period around 200-190 B. C. (2).

While the dating of Abyatha has been approximately determined, his localisation pre-
sents a more difficult problem. His coins show certain points of similarity with other
oriental Alexander-imitations with the royal names Harithat and Abiel. The coins of the
latter comprised part of the large coin find from Bahrain, earlier described in Kuml
1972. The coins of Harithat expressly designate him as the ruler in A g r or Hagar.
Unfortunately, this place-name appears in several different parts of the Arabian peninsu-
la. Modern scholars have indicated two possibilities: Hagar may either be situated in
northern Arabia near Dumaitha or Dumat, about halfway on the caravan road from the
mouth of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers to Petra in the land of the Nabataeans; or it can
be localised to the east coast of Arabia in the al-Hasa district between the oases Thaj and
Hufhuf (3). The island Bahrain may possibly have belonged to the kingdom Hagar. No
real choice between these two possibilites can be made on the basis of this material. Due to
the strongly oriental character of the coins, I would tend to localise them quite far from the
Greek area, and I still believe that the most likely place of origin is eastern Arabia. It
should also be pointed out that while the mintings of Harithat and Abiel undoubtedly
belong together and can therefore both be attributed to Hagar, the coins of Abyatha vary
with regard to certain typological aspects. The head of Herakles on the obverse is drawn
differently and »Zeus« on the reverse holds a flower instead of a horse rhyton as is the case
with Harithat and Abiel. It is therefore possible that the coins of Abyatha originate not in
Hagar but in some third kingdom, which however must be assumed to lie in the immediate
vicinity of Hagar.

II. SINGLE FINDS OF COINS

In all, 3 silver coins and 22 bronze coins have been found spread throughout the excava-
tion area. A detailed publication of this material with indication of its stratigraphical
significance will appear in the final excavation report. Here I will only discuss the material
in general in the light of its significance for the understanding of the function of Ikaros in
the Hellenistic period.

The 3 silver coins include one tetradrachm (fig. 4-1) corresponding to the 12 coins from
the 1960 find and to nrs. 5-8 above in the find from 1961. Furthermore, there is one
drachm from Abyatha corresponding to nrs. 11-16 above together with a half-drachm
(weight 1.59 grams) of the same type. The drachm was published already in my article
from 1960, while the half-drachm is pictured here in fig. 4-2. Its obverse type bears the
closest stylistic resemblence to the drachms nrs. 15-16 from the hoard.

The 22 bronze coins show the following distribution among mints and reigns:
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Bronze coins from Failaka

Seleucia on Susa Antiochia- | unknown | total
the Tigris Charax
ca. 336-300 1 1 2

Seleucus I, 305-281
Antiochus I, 281-261
Antiochus II, 261-246 1 1
Seleucus 11, 246-226
Seleucus I11, 226-223

Antiochus III, 223-187 5 1 4? 10
Seleucus 1V, 187-175 1 1
Antiochus IV, 175-164 4 4
Hyspaosines, ca. 140-110 1 1
unknown 3 3

11 2 5 4 22

As shown by the table, only 3 coins can be attributed with certainty to the period before
the accession of Antiochus III in 223 B. C. The oldest of these coins (fig. 4-3) bears the
name of Alexander the Great and is from his common bronze minting with a head of
Herakles on the obverse and the weapons of the hero on the reverse: a bow in a case and a
club. Coins of this type were struck by many mints in the empire of Alexander, even in the
years following his death. As this rather worn coin lacks a monogram or other marks of
identification, its place of minting cannot be determined. The coins must have been struck
between 336 and about 300 B. C., but of course it may have come to Failaka at a much
later date.

The great majority of bronze coins, 15 out of the 19 pieces identified, stem from the
Seleucid rulers Antiochus III, Seleucus IV, and Antiochus IV, that is, from the period
between 223 and 164 B. C. It is worth noting that the far more numerous coin finds from
Susa also show a conventration in this period, a fact which has been explained as the result
of intensified trade between Babylonia and the regions near the Persian Gulf (4). Seleucia
on the Tigris predominates among the Seleucid mints, as is the case at Susa in the
same period. Written sources inform us that Antiochus III and IV displayed particular
interest in the eastern provinces. Antiochus III launched a major campaign which
brought him to the borders of India in the years 212-204 B. C. In fact, his eastern stay
ended with the expedition to Gerrha in 204 B. C. which is usually explained in terms of
trade policy. In 187 B. C., Antiochus III was again in the East, where he died in Elymais.
Antiochus IV also made a major campaign eastward in 165-164 B. C. Like his father, he
died in these distant regions, far from the capital Antiochia in Syria (5).

At the mouth of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers by the Persian Gulf lay another
Antiochia, originally founded by Alexander the Great but re-built and re-named by either
Antiochus IIT or Antiochus IV. During the reign of Antiochus IV, the town functioned as
a mint, where silver coins, tetradrachms and drachms, were struck. The activity of this
place can be traced down to the beginning of the reign of Demetrius I 145-140 B.C. (6).
Among the single finds of bronze coins from Failaka, four pieces of two different nominals
have been found which were struck by Antiochus III and perhaps can be assigned to this
mint. Their description is as follows:
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1. Obverse: Portrait of Antiochus III facing right with diadem.
Reverse: Nike with wreath standing in the prow of a ship facing left; BAZIAEQZ
ANTIOXOY;monograms on the left and right.
3 specimens, irregular die position (fig. 4-7).

2. Obverse: Bearded head (Zeus?) facing left.

Reverse: Standing Apollo facing left, right hand outstretched, leaning with his left arm
against a pillar; BAZIAEQSY ANTIOXOY; monogram 8 is on the left, an
indecipherable monogram is on the right.

| specimen, irregular die position (fig. 4-8).

Monogram 8 from coin 2 is also found on one of the coins of type 1, which indicates that we
are in fact dealing with two contemporary nominals from one and the same issue.

The irregular die position excludes Seleucia on the Tigris as the mint. However, the
coins may well originate in Susa, where coins were struck with irregular die position until
down into Parthian times (7). Meanwhile, these coin types are not at all present at the
very exhaustive excavations in Susa which have turned up thousands of Hellenistic coins.
Furthermore, it is noteworthy that the coins are unusually well-preserved and can hardly
have been in circulation for a long time. It is therefore logical to assume that they were
struck near the finding place, and it is not impossible that, during his stay at the place,
Antiochus III established a mint in Antiochia on the Persian Gulf which produced these
coins in the period after 204 B. C. The excellent royal portrait on the obverse of type 1 is a
portrait of a man in his prime belonging to the last half of his reign, that is, certainly after
204 B. C. The picture of the ship on the reverse does not solve the problem of localisation
as ship pictures are known both from Susa during the reign of Antiochus IV and from
Antiochia during the reign of King Apodakos of Charakene (from about 110 B. C.) (8).
Meanwhile, it is tempting to explain the type, the goddess of victory in the prow of a
warship, as a reference to the naval campaign which Antiochus launched against Gerrha
and which resulted in both booty and victory. And for such a naval campaign, Antiochia
on the Persian Gulf was without doubt a better starting point than Susa. Even the island
Ikaros may very well have served as an advanced base for a naval harbour in Antiochia on
the Persian Gulf.

However the case may be, it is indisputable that the most recent coin in the finds
originates from this mint. During the dissolution of the Seleucid Empire around 140 B.C.,
when the Parthians occupied all the eastern provinces of the empire, the former Seleucid
governor Hyspaosines established an independent kingdom in the region around the
mouth of the great rivers. He chose Antiochia as his capital and re-named it Charax, after
which his little kingdom was called Charakene. Hyspaosines probably declared his inde-
pendence as early as ca. 140 B. C. He played a more important role in the beginning of the
120’s when for a short period he succeeded in enlarging his kingdom to encompass all of
Babylonia and possibly other areas as well. His dated coins, of which a tetradrachm is
shown in fig. 4-10, all date from the years 125-124 to 122-121 B. C. In the last year he was
forced to retreat by the Parthian king, Mithradates II, who occupied Charax itself and
minted coins there. It is possible that Hyspaosines was allowed to continue as Parthian
subject king, for his successor in Charakene is first known from 110-109 B. C. (9).

The single coin of Hyspaosines from Ikaros-Failaka may be described as follows:

Obverse:  Portrait af bearded Hyspaosines facing left (with diadem?).

Reverse:  Athena standing, facing forward, with shield and lance; [B*AZIA[EQZ* [Y*-
ZTIAOZIN[OY*; on the left between inscription and type monogram 9.

1 specimen, irregular die position (fig. 4-9).
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Two coins of the same type have been found in Susa and two in Dura-Europus by the
middle course of the Euphrates River (10). Their dating within the period 140-110 B.C.
has been disputed. Some scholars have assigned the coins to about 140 B.C. (11) while
others ascribe them to the last years of the reign of Hyspaosines, the decade 120-110 B.C.
(12). In my judgement, it is impossible to place these coins precisely within the 30-year
reign of Hyspaosines. Thus the year 140 B.C. would be the definite terminus post for
economic activity on Ikaros in the Hellenistic period insofar as it is reflected in the coin
finds. But the activity may well have lasted up to 30 years longer.

The map in fig. 5 shows the most important trade routes from the area sound the
Persian Gulf westwards to the Mediterranean. The importance of the area depended upon
the transit trade of goods from India. The Egyptian kings, the independent Nakataeans in
Petra and the Seleucid kings in Syria competed avidly to secure the profitable trade. The
finds from Failaka (and Bahrain) are evidence that the Seleucids made a particular effort
to secure trade in the years around 205-160 B. C. and were probably quite well placed in
the competition thanks to the connection to Gerrha. The political situation was altered
with the Parthian conquest of the eastern provinces of the Seleucid empire around 140 B.
C. However, a factor of even greater significance for trade connections was that around the
end of the 2nd century B. C., Egyptian sailors learned to take advantage of the monsoon
winds to establish a direct route from the coast of Africa, near what is today Eritrea and
Somalia, to the mouth of the Indus River (13). As a consequence, Alexandria defeated
Antiochia, and during the Roman imperial period, the majority of oriental luxury articles
came to Europe via Alexandria. The importance of the Persian Gulf decreased accordingly
and the need for a Hellenistic base for maritime trade at Failaka disappeared.

Oversettelse: Barbara Bluestone.
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