






























































denne ældste landsby har bestået af adskilligt flere end tre huse og konse
kvensen heraf bliver da, at kun de færreste huse har rådet over en stor 
jordgravet kælder. 

En række fund fra slutningen afførromersk jernalder synes at indicere 
tilstedeværelsen af et økonomisk velfunderet befolkningslag, som det kom
mer til udtryk i Hoddelandsbyens storgård (18), vogngravene fra Kraghe
de (19) og Langå (20) for blot at nævne nogle eksempler. Den brændte 
kælder passer fint ind i dette billede. 

SUMMARY 

Three Pre-Roman lron Age cellars from Overbygård 

Every summer since 1973, excavations have been made at the Iron Age village at Overby
gård i Stae, southeastern Vendsyssel. The village, which once covered an area of about 
12,000 m2, has been completely excavated. Some 20 house sites have been investigated and 
half of these included 3-4 building phases. 

The first settlement at the place occurred just before the birth of Christ and continued 
for about two centuries. The site was discovered at the end of the l 960's in connection with 
Professor K. J. St. Joseph's aerial photography of the Jutland peninsula. Most of the 
structures can be seen quite distinctly as regular dark patches in fig. I. 

The architecture of the village is curious. From the two middle building phases, the 
three-aisled houses are sunken into the sandy hill. The floor area of the deepest house is 
more than two metres under what was then the surface of the earth. 

Other finds besides the farm houses were the three deep cellars which are the subject of 
this article. Two of the cellars - BFK and EDO - were unburned, while the cellar found in 
1977 - BRF - had been burned and therefore contained quantities of artefacts. 

The first cellar found was BFK at the northern edge of the village. It was about 1,60 m 
deep. The main room with its clay floor measured 3.6-2.6 m. The roof had been supported 
by four massive posts, all of which had rested on large flat stones 0.45 m beneath floor 
level. In the western long side, an entrance 4.8 m long and 0.8 m wide was found. A 5.4 
metre-long stone-built channel which runs from the opposite long side slopes up to the 
surface of the hil!. A little sandstone slab placed in the middle of the floor had functioned 
as a fireplace. The few potsherds which were found on the floor date the cellar to the late 
Pre-Roman Iron Age (period III). 

In 1978, cellar EDO was excavated. This cellar Jay in the northwest part of the village. 
It was equal in depth to BFK but slightly larger in size: 4.2 x 3.2 m. This cellar was 
oriented at a right angle to the two others; the entrance, which was 3.6 m long, was in the 
southern long side. The channel from the other long wall was 3 m long and 30-40 cm wide. 
The roof had rested on 2 x 4 massive posts, which also here stood on stones. A couple of 
small portions of red-burned clay from a fire were found near the middle of the floor. The 
dating is the same as that of cellar BFK.
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The room of cellar BRF had approximately the same orientation and depth as BFK 
with a 4 metre-long entrance in the west side. The entrance was lined with heavy planks. 
The extremely well-built stone-lined canal was 4.8 m long and only 30 cm wide. 

The cellar room measured 4.2 x 2.6 m. Its floor was made of clay, but no fireplace could 
be located. The roof rested on 2 x 4 heavy posts, seven of which stood on large buried 
stones. The walls consisted of closely-spaced oak planks which seem to have been placed 
on a footing of timber. There is a similar construction in cellar EDO. The hollow between 
the board walls and the sides of the earthen pit was at the bottom filled with stones and at 
the top with turf. The linds in the unburned cellars had been insufficient to indicate the 
function of those structures, but the great quantity of material discovered in cellar BRF 
clearly shows that these were in faet storerooms. The enormous amounts of grain and seed 
found in the cellar had probably created a very high humidity which had to be removed so 
as not to ruin the harvest. The stone-built canals provided an admirable solution; they 
served as ventilation shafts. 

Fig. 2 shows that the entrances to cellars BFK and BRF extend all the way to the east 
gables of the two long houses. But as no occupation levels preserved extend without 
interruption from house to cellar, no connection can be determined with certainty. How
ever, the probability of such a connection is slight. In faet, there is a solid block of earth 
between the en trance of the burned cellar and the half-buried house which lies immediate
ly to the west. And cellar EDO has no nearby houses at all. 

The upper part of the cellar was filled up with light disturbed sand which probably 
came from the excavation of one of the half-buried houses in the vicinity. However, the 
lower half-metre was practically packed solid with burned material. The only area with a 
scarcity of linds was a narrow passage from the en trance and over to the stone-built canal. 
Predominant among the linds are the clay vessels; of the 60 or so vessels which have been 
reigstered, one-fourth was intact. By and large the vessels can be divided into four groups. 
Most of the clay vessels were found in the southern part of the cellar. Many of them were 
filled to the brim with grain. By the wall near the en trance stood a row of smaller vessels, 
upside down in groups of two. These were probably containers which had been cleaned. 

Although only one clay vessel was ornamented, the pottery may be said to be of 
excellent quality. The ware is finely-tempered, the walls are quite thin, and the surface is 
burnished black. This description holds true particularly for the smaller vessels. It should 
be mentioned here that five polishing stones were also found in the cellar. Two of these 
stones, made of basalt, were marked by decades - perhaps generations - of usage. The 
women who made thejutland pots handed their stones down from mother to daughter, for 
the more worn a stone, the better it could polish the black pots. There can be little doubt 
that the production of clay vessels in this late Pre-Roman Iron Age society was local. This 
theory is supported by the find of about ten flattened balls of untempered clay. When 
excavated, each ball weighed about 11 kg. The balls were found either in the entrance or 
just inside the room. Here they lay and became brittle from exposure to violent fluctua
tions of temperature. This method is still used by potters today. 

The deeper the excavation progressed, the more objects of iron were found. Most of 
them were just smaller pieces of mountings, but near the centre of the room, close to one of 
the roof-bearing posts, two single-edged swords set in wooden sheaths were found. The 
swords, which measured respectively 72 and 60 cm, each had a slightly curved hilt. In faet, 
this was the first time that such large weapons had ever been found in a civilian structure. 
Yet another find, which lay between the swords, was a solid socketed axe - an adze - with a 
slightly curved edge. When the entrance area was excavated a year later, a very similar 
axe was found. It is quite unusual to find so many iron objects in a village from this period, 
but perhaps the cellar belonged to one of the more prosperous farmers. 

Even though the organic material was badly damaged by fire, it still offers a good 

137 



impression of woodworking of the period. In contrast to building timber, which was 
almost always oak, the wood used for other articles was ash. Some of the containers 
excavated are built of staves, while others have been carved out of tree trunks. Pieces of 
small chip boxes have been found, and in addition, two more unusual techniques have 
been detected. First, a number of profiled turned knobs have been found. Second, it is 
apparent that certain objects had been bent by heat. The latter technique is particularly 
noticeable with regard to the little piece of furniture, the stool, shown in fig. 15. All in all, 
the find bears witness to a highly developed craft of woodworking, of a kind which 
archaeologists are rarely privileged to study. 

Other finds included great quantities of charred grain and seed. More than 100 litres 
have been excavated and a very provisional conclusion is that the predominant type of 
grain is barley, while oats and wheat are also included. There are also smaller portions of 
various weed-like plants. Most of the grain has been winnowed, but some of the larger 
piles from the middle of the cellar contain unwinnowed grain, including some spikes with 
the grains still attached. Other wild plants growing in the field when the crop was harve
sted are also mixed in. Analyses of this enormous material have just been commenced. 

The rich and varied material of this cellar gives a splendid picture of the living condi
tions of this period. The large iron objects and the fine little piece of furniture seem to 
indicate that the owner of the cellar was a wealthy farmer. This theory firs nicely into the 
conception of the late Pre-Roman Iron Age as a time when social and economic differences 
were manifest, for example, in the farm of the chieftain at the village at Hodde, the many 
weapon graves, and the wagon burials. In faet, the cemetery at nearby Kraghede includes 
both of these latter types of graves. 
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