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JYSK ARKAOLOGISK SELSKABS 25-arsmede

Moesgard 27.5.76

Tale ved overrakkelsen af Worsaae-medaillen

Pa selskabets generalforsamling i 1956 blev styrets forslag om indstiftelse af
en guldmedalje, Worsaae-medaillen, for sarlig fortjenstfuldt arkzeologisk
virke, vedtaget. Den berer pa forsiden Worsaaes portraet og ordene »For
Nordens Oltid« efter forslag fra Johannes Brondsted.

Denne fornemme udmearkelse blev i 1957 uddelt forste gang til Erik We-
sterby for hans banebrydende arbejde med udforskningen af aldre stenal-
der og i 1961 til professor Marten Steenberger, Uppsala, for hans indsats
indenfor den nordiske arkaologi og det samarbejde mellem nordiske arkze-
ologer han gennem en arrakke etablerede pa Valhagaudgravningerne pa
Gotland.

Jysk Arkeologisk Selskabs styre har vedtaget, at Worsaae-medaillen for
tredie gang skal uddeles i anledning af 25-ars jubileet og enstemmigt ud-
peget Harald Andersen til denne udmaerkelse og takker vor kulturminister
Niels Matthiasen for midler til medaillens praegning og det medfelgende le-
gat.

Harald Andersen, Onkel Anders mellem venner, behever ingen prasen-
tation. Hans enestaende arbejde som stifter og leder af »Skalk« er kendt og
skattet i hele Norden. Gennem »Skalk«s nu udsendte ca. fem millioner ek-
semplarer taler arkaeologi, etnologi og historie til alle, fordi Harald Ander-
sen har givet dem maele.

Men Harald Andersen har en gloriant fortid som udgraver og skarpsin-
dig iagttager og har stor betydning pa vor hjemlige arbejdsmark for det
kuld af arkaeologer, han tilherer.

Pa sin fodegard ved Tystrup-Bavelse-sgerne i det dejlige Midtsjaelland
udgravede Harald Andersen som purung Kallerod-dyssen og fandt en tre-
paneret stenaldermand. Ved Therkel Mathiassens undersogelser i Amosen
og ved Gudenden i krigsarene gjorde han en fin indsats. Selv takker jeg for
samarbejdet ved et par ars udgravning i Slots-Bjargby, hvor Harald An-
dersen bl.a. konstruerede et stillads, hvorfra der blev optaget et tvaersnit af
den store gravhej pa et halvt hundrede enkeltbilleder, der skulle og kunne
forenes til ét. Ogsd en god indsats i sheikedemmerne ved Den arabiske
Havbugt ma fremhaeves.



Det var Harald Andersen, der trak et af de tungeste lzes, da vor forste ar-
bog skulle udsendes, og naturligvis var det ham, der fandt det rigtige navn:
Kuml. Deri skrev han tre bemarkelsesvaerdige afthandlinger:

1. Det femte store mosefund. Illerupfundet, en menstergyldig udgrav-
ning, hvor han optog dels et udsnit af vabennedleegningen, dels et hesteof-
fer som praeparat, begge dele nu udstillet i Forhistorisk Museums samlin-
ger. Eksempler til efterfolgelse, der desverre i de senere ar ikke er fulgt til-
straekkeligt op.

2. Et landsbyhus pa Gerding Hede. Den forste pavisning af @ldre jern-
alders spandhuse.

3. Tomme hoje. Hvori han med udgangspunkt i Jellings sydhej og Slots-
Bjeergbyhoejene tolker en rakke nordiske storheje uden gravkamre, en af-
handling, der vakte opmarksomhed i Sverige og Norge, der har adskillige
af samme type.

Bemarkelsesveerdig er ogsa Harald Andersens undersogelse af en ode-
lagt gravhej ved Esbjerg i 1949, hvor han paviste fem forskellige stadier af
dens historie, publiceret i Kumls 2. bind: »Fra Tomten af en slojfet Hoj«.
Derfra optog han en barnegrav, den eneste bevarede af mange tusinde af
stridsoksefolkets grave, som nu kan ses pa Esbjerg Museum.

Der kunne naevnes flere af Harald Andersens afhandlinger i Kuml og tal-
rige 1 Skalk, der viser hans store indsats »For Nordens Oldtid«, men jeg vil
slutte med hans egne beskedne ord i Kuml 1952.

»Esbjergfundet herer ikke til de fund, der revolutionerer den arkacologi-
ske videnskab. Pa intet punkt er det epokegorende, men pa adskillige punk-
ter fojer det sten til en bygning under opferelse. For sidan ma vi jo opfatte
arkzeologien. Den er en stor, ufaerdig bygning, en skyskraber pa hundrede
etager, hvor vi endnu ikke er naet til forste sal.«

Ved handens og andens arbejde har Harald Andersen veret med til at
oge denne bygnings hejde og derved gjort sig fortjent til Worsaae-
medaillen.

P. V Glob.



PAPER DELIVERED ON THE OCCASION OF THE AWARD OF
THE WORSAAE MEDAL.

The annual general meeting of the Society in 1956 voted for the institution
of a gold medal, the Worsaae Medal, for meritorious archaeological work.
It carries on the obverse Worsaae’s portrait and the inscription “For Nor-
dens Oldtid”, as suggested by Johannes Brondsted.

This mark of distinction was awarded for the first time in 1957, to Erik
Vesterby for his pioneer work on the Mesolithic, and again in 1961 to Pro-
fessor Marten Steenberger, Uppsala, for his work in Nordic archaeology
and for his efforts over the years at the Valhagar excavations on Gotland to
establish collaboration between Scandinavian archaeologists.

The executive committee of Jysk Arkaologisk Selskab has decided to
award the third Worsaae Medal in celebration of its 25th anniversary, and
is unanimous in nominating Harald Andersen as the worthy recipient. The
Society thanks the Ministry of Culture for the means to mint the medal and
for the concomitant grant.

Harald Andersen — Uncle Anders to friends — needs no presentation. His
great work as founder and editor of “Skalk” is known and appreciated
throughout Scandinavia. Through “Skalk”s five million copies, archaeolo-
gy, ethnology and history now speak to all, because Harald Andersen has
given them a voice.

But Harald Andersen has a distinguished record as excavator and
shrewd observer.

At his home near the Tystrup-Bavelse lakes in central Zealand Harald
Andersen excavated in his youth the Kallerod dolmen and found a trephi-
ned Stone Age man. In Therkel Mathiassen’s investigations in Amosen
and on the Gudena in the war years he also played an important part. I
myself have to thank him for two years’ collaboration in the excavation at
Slots-Bjeergby, where he among other things constructed a scaffold from
which it was possible to photograph a section of the great mound by means
of fifty exposures, which had to be and were combined to form one. Neither
should valuable contribution in the sheikhdoms of the Arabian Gulf be
overlooked.

It was Harald Andersen who carried one of the heaviest burdens when
our first yearbook was to be published, and it was naturally he who found
the right name: Kuml. In Kuml he published three notable papers:

1. The fifth great bog find. The Illerup find, an exemplary excavation,
where he recovered a segment of the weapon deposit and a horse sacrifice
as a preparation, both exhibited at Forhistorisk Museum.

2. A village house on Gording Hede. The first demonstration of an
early Iron Age “span-house”.



3. Empty mounds. In which with starting point in the southern Jelling
mound and the Slots-Bjargby mounds he interprets a number of Scandi-
navian giant tumuli without chambers, a paper which caused a stir in Swe-
den and Norway, which have several mounds of the same type.

Harald Andersen’s excavation of a devastated mound at Esbjerg in 1949
is also noteworthy; he demonstrated five different stages in its history, pub-
lished in Kuml 2 “Five stages in the history of a burial mound”. There he
excavated a child’s grave, the only one preserved of the many thousands of
Battle Axe graves which may now be seen at Esbjerg Museum.

Several of Harald Andersen’s papers in Kuml and numerous in Skalk
could be mentioned, all showing his work “For Nordens Oldtid”, but I will
conclude with his own modest words in Kuml 2.

“The Esbjerg find does not belong to those finds which revolutionize ar-
chaeology. It is in no way epoch-making, but it adds many bricks to the
edifice. For we have to think of archaeology as a great, unfinished building
— a skyscraper of a hundred stories the first of which is not yet completed”.

Harald Andersen has helped to add to the height of the building and is
thus a worthy recipient of the Worsaae Medal.

P. V. Glob
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