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Fig. 1. Jamdat Nasr krukker fra gravreser i Buraimi. Redt overtrek med sortmalede
menstre pa lys grund.

Jamdat Nasr ware from stone tombs in Buraimi. Red slip with black-painted designs on a
cream background.

JAMDAT NASR FUND FRA OMAN

Af Karen Frifelt

Da P. V. Glob og T. G. Bibby i 1958 for forste gang besogte Abu Dhabi, var
det efter en meddelelse fra Tim Hillyard, olieselskabet ADMA’s stedlige re-
prasentant, som havde fundet »Bahrain gravheje« pa den lille ¢ Umm an-Nar
tet ved fastlandet, og foreslog en undersogelse af dem. Den danske arkzolo-
giske ekspedition var indstillet pa at udvide undersogelserne i Golfen, og efter
denne forste rekognoscering begyndte udgravningerne det folgende &r. Siden
da har ekspeditionen nasten hvert dr arbejdet i Abu Dhabi, og nu efter det
tiende besog i vinteren og fordret 1970 kan det vare passende at gore op lidt
af det, der er ndet gennem disse undersogelser.

De forste udgravninger blev foretaget pA Umm an-Nar. Omkring 50 sten-
roser blev registreret pa een, og syv af dem blev omhyggeligt undersogt. De
er af forskellig storrelse, fra 12 m ned til knapt 1,50 m i diameter, valgt med
henblik pd sd vidt muligt at reprzsentere hele gruppen af gravheje. Men
skont de storre roser er bygget delvis af fint tilhugne stenblokke af den lokale
kalksten, de mindre udelukkende af utilhugne brudsten, er der for stor over-
ensstemmelse i konstruktionen og mellem gravgodset til at levne nogen tvivl
om, at de alle tilhorer samme periode, samme kultur.
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Opbygning og gravgods er af Knud Thorvildsen beskrevet i en forelebig
rapport (1) og vil senere blive udferligt publiceret. Her skal kun fremdrages
nogle f3 ting af betydning for dateringen og for forbindelserne, bade de fjer-
nere ad sevejen og dem, der peger ind i landet mod Buraimi oasen.

Thorvildsen papegede ligheden med Kulli kulturen (2). Siledes er bl. a.
pukkeloksen, der findes afbildet pd Kulli keramik, ogsd kendt fra to Umm
an-Nar krukker. I lobet af de senere ar har flere udgravninger i den sydest-
lige del af Persien skaffet mere sammenligningsmateriale til veje. I Bampur
har Beatrice de Cardi fra snit gennem en tell fremdraget mangder af malet
keramik. Hendes periode IV viser forbindelse med Kulli, og det er ogsa klart,
at der er adskillige lighedspunkter mellem Umm an-Nar kar (fig. 2) og en
del former og ornamenter fra Bampur (3). Det samme gzlder Mundigak i
Afghanistan, hvor iszr periode IV ma sammenlignes med Umm an-Nar (4).

Direkte forbindelse, som papeget af de Cardi (5), viser en sortmalet gra
keramik: smd tette krukker med skulderknzk og geometriske meonstre eller
med friser af gazeller eller geder (fig. 2F) i sort eller brun bemaling. Der er
fundet yderst fa af dem i Umm an-Nar gravene — kun et enkelt eksempel med
dyrefrise — men fragmenter af endnu nogle stykker kendes som gravgods sma
200 km inde i landet i Buraimi oasen, eller som den hedder i Abu Dhabi: QOst-
provinsen.

Buraimi oasen ved foden af Oman bjergene maler omkring 20 x 30 km,
omfatter altsd ikke noget stort omrdde, men den er frugtbar, med rette be-
romt for sit rigelige og gode vand, som fra gammel tid i undergrunds-kanaler
ledes ned fra bjergene. Det var derfor ikke overraskende at finde en gruppe
grave af samme konstruktion og fra samme periode som reserne pA Umm an-
Nar, kun med den forskel, at den eneste hidtil udgravede, ost for landsbyen
Hili, har vist sig at vare endnu rigere pa keramik og mere imponerende i op-
bygning end gravene ved kysten.

Stenblokkene, der her er af den lokale sandsten, er storre, reliefferne pa
derstenene af mennesker, oryx, ®sel og lover (6) er mere monumentale end
kamelerne, oryxen og tyren (uden pukkel) pA Umm an-Nar stenene.

Det er fristende at kalde bygningen et tempel. Der er da heller ikke fundet
skeletrester af gravlagte som pd Umm an-Nar, hvor gravene viste spor af
gentagne gravlegninger; men det kan forklares med, at Hili monumentet bar
tydelige spor af et roverhul i midten, og at murene var vealtet, si flere steder
kun fundamenterne stod tilbage. Eventuelle knogler har under disse forhold
nappe kunnet bevares. Tilbage i den plyndrede bygning 13 derimod resterne
af adskillige hundrede lerkar.

Keramiken svarer ret noje til den fra Umm an-Nar. Man finder de samme
hjuldrejede former, og hovedparten er af redt gods med sorte geometriske
menstre. Foruden den malede grd keramik navnt ovenfor forekommer ogsd
nogle hardtbrendte grd kar med indridset dekoration (7). Flere af dem ligner
til forveksling stenkar, og de er antagelig ogsa efterligninger af en gruppe
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Fig. 2. Lerkar fra Umm an-Nar grave. A, B, C og D redbrune med sort bemaling, E og F
gra med henholdsvis redbrun og sort bemaling.

Pottery from the Umm an-Nar cairns. A, B, C, and D of red-brown ware with black
designs. E and F of grey ware with red-brown and black designs respectively.

357



karakteristisk ornamenterede steatitkar, der forekommer over et omride fra
Indus til Mesopotamien, s langt mod nord som Mari (8). Mange af dem er
hoje vaser eller bagre, og de almindeligste monstre er skraverede trekanter,
krydsskravering, belgelinjer og det sdkaldte dermotiv. I Mesopotamien date-
res de til slutningen af tidlig-dynastisk periode II (omkring 2600 f. Kr.) og til
den folgende periode (ca. 2600-2370 (9). Der er kun fundet nogle fa brud-
stykker pA Umm an-Nar, og skent der er en del flere i Hili graven, udger de
kun en lille procentdel af det samlede materiale her. Deres oprindelse er ikke
fastsldet, men de kendes fra det sydestlige Persien og Beluchistan. Bampur
har bide steatit og lerkar af denne type (10). Tepe Yahya lidt lengere mod
ost har maengder af den pagzldende steatit i sin periode IV, men ikke de til-
svarende lerkar (11). I Hili og pA Umm an-Nar derimod er steatiten meget
sparsom. Her findes nogle fa skdle ornamenteret med koncentriske cirkler for-
uden brudstykker af kar med flere rum og med samme ornament (fig. 3A).

Fig. 3. Steatit og indridset grd keramik fra Hili graven.
A) fragment af steatitkar med flere rum. B) sort steatit-
bager. C) fragment af grit lerkar med indridset orna-
mentik.

Steatite and incised grey ware from the Hili tomb. A)
fragment of compartmented steatite vessel. B) black stea-
tite bowl. C) fragment of vase of incised grey ware.
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Fig. 4. Hengekar. A) fra Tell Agrab. B) fra Hili graven. Begge redt gods med sort bemaling.

Suspension vessels. A) from Tell Agrab. B) from the Hili tomb. Both red ware with
black design.

Et usedvanligt og meget smukt stykke er et sort blankpoleret bzger af
steatit fra Hili (fig. 3B). Et lignende bzger af merk steatit fandtes i en af
kongegravene i Ur (12), og samme type i forskellige stenarter kendes fra fire
andre grave pa Ur gravpladsen, i tre af dem fundet sammen med en lerkar-
form, der ogsd forekommer pa2 Umm an-Nar (fig. 6). (13).

Fig. 3 viser to hengekar fra henholdsvis Tell Agrab og Hili graven. Karret
fra Agrab beskrives som ». . . et kar af usedvanlig form. Det minder om nogle
af de samtidige gra kar, men randen er smallere, og det har hej ringfod. Bade
foden og vulsten under halsen har fire ophangningshuller. Foden og den
nederste del af siden har fire band, skiftevis et sort og et redt. Over dem
kommer et bind med sort krydsskravering pd lys begitning, og herfra til
indersiden af randen er overfladen dakket af en klar red, men ikke srlig
holdbar farve.« (14). Karret dateres til forste del af den tidlig-dynastiske
periode (ca. 2900-2750 f. Kr.).

I Hili graven fandtes rester af mere end en snes af disse hengekar. Godset,
der er lysorange, er oftest sandmagret, og hvor dette ikke er tilfzldet, synes
karret at vare bedre brendt og mere omhyggeligt malet. Den saltholdige jord
har varet hird ved farverne, men det er dog muligt at se, at den sorte kryds-
skravering eller et rudemeonster har dakket siden pd karret fra vulsten og
vistnok helt ned til foden. Vulsten har sorte tvarstreger, og der er som regel
sorte omlebende band mellem hals og skulder. En del fragmenter har spor af
rod farve, men det er ikke muligt at sige, om det kun er band, eller om karret
har varet helt rodmalet. Ringfoden og vulsten har hver fire ophzngnings-
huller.

Ligheden er for stor til at vare en tilfzldighed, hvor si karret kommer
fra. Forelebig stir Buraimi talmessigt ret sterkt, og vulsten med ophng-
ningshuller er i ovrigt almindelig pd brugskar her.

359



Hzngekarret er ikke fundet i Umm an-Nar gravene, men pa den nerlig-
gende boplads er opsamlet skir fra flere af dem, her af det fintslemmede rode
gods, der er karakteristisk for meget af gravgodset bade her og i Buraimi,
hvilket ogsa kunne tyde pd, at karret horer til i Oman.

To andre kar pakalder sig opmarksomhed, nar talen er om forbindelser
udadtil. Det ene er et tudkar fra en Umm an-Nar grav (fig. 5) af ret groft
grabrunt, grusmagret gods. Desvarre mangler bunden og en del af tuden,
medmindre en temmelig lille, flad bund af samme gods og fundet i samme
grav herer til karret. Halsen, der gir lige over i randen, skulderknazkket og
tuden nzr op ad halsen findes tilsvarende pd kar fra Khafajah og Tell Agrab
(15), her dateret til begyndelsen af den tidlig-dynastiske periode, omend typen
med smd @ndringer fortsztter gennem hele perioden.

Det andet kar er pzreformet med spidsafrundet bund, lang, let svajet hals
og fortykket hej rand (fig. 6). Godset er redbrunt og sandmagret. Typen
kendes fra Ur, fra gravpladsen, hvor de fleste af de 16 grave, hvori den blev
fundet, dateres til den tidlige del af tiden for gravpladsen (16), muligvis ikke
sa tidligt som tidlig-dynastisk periode II, men i sd fald periode IIla (2600—
2500 f.Kr.) (17). I Abu Dhabi er den hidtil kun fundet pd Umm an-Nar,
flere eksemplarer i en af gravene, og den karakteristiske randform pa den til-
stodende boplads.

Bopladsen er ganske imponerende for en lille o-landsby. Hejen, som dak-
ker den, breder sig over et areal pd ca. 100 x 200 m med godt 2 m tykke
kulturlag. De to delvis udgravede bygninger er over 16 m lange med adskil-
lige rum og med mure bygget af den lokale kalksten, groft tilhugget (18).

Fig. 5. Tudkar fra Umm an-Nar grav.
Spouted vessel from Umm an-Nar cairn.

Fig. 6. Rundbundet vase fra Umm an-Nar grav.
Vessel with rounded base from
Umm an-Nar cairn.
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Fig. 7. Stort brugskar fra Umm an-Nar bopladsen.
Kitchenware from the Umm an-Nar settlement.

Blandt den grovere brugskeramik i husene fandtes skir af den malede grav-
keramik, et bevis pa at boplads og grave er samtidige. Et serkende for mange
af de store kekkenkar — ofte omhyggeligt tildannede, meget velbrendte rode
kar — er vulster eller bind, der slanger sig af sted pa den overste del af karret,
af og til endda ender i »slangehoveder« (fig. 7). Tilsvarende kar kendes fra
Tepe Yahya, her dateret til midten af 3. drtusind f. Kr. (19).

Der er fa vidnesbyrd om stenkar fra bopladsen. Derimod er der fundet
ikke sa f3 ndle og fiskekroge af kobber eller bronze, dertil et anseligt antal
netsynk eller vevevaegte og store mangder af dyreknogler. Talrigest repra-
senteret blandt de hidtil undersogte knogler er rester af dugong (seko), men
de, der pakalder storst interesse, er utvivlisomt kamelknoglerne.

Inde i landet fortsztter undersogelserne efter det samfund, der byggede
stengravene ved Hili. @st og nord for gravomradet lofter en rekke sandhej-
der sig lidt over det omgivende terrzn. Nogle af dem bestar udelukkende af
sand, andre dekker med sikkerhed over lerstens-bygninger. I en af disse heje
har ekspeditionen afdzkket en fastning i form af et cirkelrundt vagttarn, ca.
24 m i diameter, med en brend nogenlunde midt i tarnet og omgivet af en 5 m
bred og 4 m dyb voldgrav. Kun fundamenterne af ubrendte lersten til yder-
mur, omgivende mur og til skillemurene, der symmetrisk opdelte tarnet, stod
tilbage. Fundene, selv af potteskar, var sparsomme.

I mellemrummet mellem selve tirnet og den ydre beskyttelsesmur pa kanten
af voldgraven var der derimod, tilsyneladende i en senere periode, opfert
bygninger, og her tydede fundene pd beboelse. Fra ildsteder her og fra et
brandlag, der skiller dette beboelseslag fra lagene nedenunder, er der taget
trakul til C14 analyser. Her fandtes tillige en mangde potteskdr, nesten ude-
lukkende en ret grov brugskeramik af gulbrunt eller redligt sandmagret gods.
Dekorationen, sd vidt der var nogen, bestod mest af sortmalede belgelinjer pa
skulderen af kar med rundet, undertiden nzsten kugleformet, bug. Karrene
havde flad bund, let fortykket og ofte let udbgjet rand. Keramiken minder
om de grovere kar fra Hili graven og om en del af brugskeramiken fra Umm
an-Nar bopladsen, men er ikke nedvendigvis fra samme periode. Det finere
gravgods er ikke fundet her, men i de dybere lag og i forbindelse med den
oprindelige fastning.
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C14 analyserne pa trzkullet fra ildstederne giver dateringer til 1953 + 213
og 1990 + 217 f. Kr., mens brandlaget dateres til 2165 + 217 f. Kr. (20).

Saztter man nu et tidspunkt omkring 2200 f. Kr. som et terminus ante quem
for fastning og grav ved Hili og dermed for boplads og grave pd Umm an-
Nar, er det stadig et spergsmal, hvor langt tilbage denne kultur rekker i Oman
omradet. Svaret pa det krzver flere undersogelser, men det kan med ret stor
sikkerhed siges, at den var fuldt udviklet omkring midten af 3. artusind f. Kr.
Og meget tyder pd, at bdde Umm an-Nar og Hili ber dateres s3 tidligt som
ca. 2700 f. Kr.

Pa den tid m3 Bahrain allerede have varet af betydning for handelsruterne
i Golfen, og det er bemarkelsesverdigt, at intet spor af den karakteristiske
Barbar keramik fra Bahrain er fundet i Abu Dhabi. Derimod er Abu Dhabi
keramik, som den kendes fra Umm an-Nar og Hili, fundet flere steder pa
Bahrain, bl. a. i Barbar, hvor nogle fa malede skdr er konstateret i forbindelse
med det andet og tredie tempel, som dateres henholdsvis til senest midten af
3. artusind og til 2200 f. Kr. (21).

Under den forste rekognoscering i Buraimi opdagede man smigrupper af
stenroser i den sydlige del af oasen. Nogle 13 pa skraningerne af de to klippe-
kader, der fra Al-Ain leber sydpd mod Jebel Hafit, andre grupper 13 pa
hojder midt i dalen mellem dem. I lebet af to kampagner blev 25 af disse
roser udgravet. Stenplyndring i nyere tid og gravrevere lengere tilbage havde
allerede gnavet i dem. Men til trods for at alle gravene var forstyrret, blev
der gjort fund i de fleste af dem.

Alle gravene var af samme konstruktion: »reser bygget op af sten fra stedet
omkring en falsk hvalving over et rundt eller ovalt kammer opfert pa den
davzrende overflade. Fra sydsiden forte en snzver gang ind til kammeret«
(22). Diameteren har oprindelig varet fra 7 til 11 m og hejden ca. 3-5m
(fig. 8).

Tre af gravene var tomme, og i fire var der kun knoglerester tilbage. I de
ovrige roser fandtes keramik, ting af kobber eller bronze, steatit, perler og
strandskaller.

En af de rigeste grave var rese 20. Den indeholdt to skile af kobber eller
bronze, en skil af steatit, et sverd og et baltespende af kobber eller bronze
og en stor knap af blankpoleret muslingeskal (fig. 9).

Svardet er af Bibby blevet sammenlignet med lignende vaben, dels fra
Talish 1 det kaspiske omrdde i Nordpersien, dels fra Luristan, dateret til 14.-
13. drhundrede f.Kr. (23). Dyson har imidlertid ved hjzlp af indskrifter,
sammenlignende typologi og udgravningerne i Hasanlu stottet af C14 prover
dateret disse grebtungesverd til sent i 2. artusind (24). Svardet er det eneste
af den type, der er fundet i Buraimi. Dette gzlder derimod ikke steatitskdlen.

Fra en tell mellem landsbyerne Hili og Qatara, der blev undersogt i 1968,
stammer talrige fragmenter fra steatitkar svarende til skdlen fra Hafit. Orna-
menterne fra steatiten blev tillige fundet indridset pd en del af keramiken fra
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Fig. 8. Plan og snit af rese 17 fra Hafit.
Plan and section from cairn 17 from Hafit.

tell’en. Andre lerkar med redmalet krydsskravering under randen svarede
i form til det lille bronzekar med tud fra Hafit graven. Karakteristisk for
tell’en var ogsd smd pilespidser af kobber eller bronze med skafttunge, de
fleste bladformede, andre triangulere (fig. 10). De findes i Persien ofte sam-
men med de ovenfor nzvnte grebtungesvaerd (25).

At den omtalte steatit, keramik og pilespidserne herer sammen, bekrzftes
af fund fra Dibba pa estkysten af Oman halveen, hvor de samme ting og
endvidere to knapper af muslingeskal som den fra Hafit resen er blevet fun-
det sammen (fig. 11). Og yderligere bevis gav 1970 kampagnen i Buraimi.
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Fig. 9. Grav 20 fra Hafit. Sverd og to skile af bronze, ornamenteret skdl af steatit, balte-
knap af muslingeskal og baltekrog af bronze.

Cairn 20 from Hafit. Sword and two bowls of bronze, an ornamented steatite bowl, a belt
button of shell and a belt buckle of bronze.
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Fig. 10. Pilespidser af bronze. A) og B) fra Hili-
Qatara tell’en og C) fra rese pd Quarn Bint Sa’ud.

——
-
Arrowheads of bronze. A) and B) from the Hili- -l
Qatara tell and C) from cairn at Quarn Bint Sa’ud. ' . ‘ @
A B C

Ude i det vilde klitland pa kanten af Buraimi oasen mod nordvest ved
Quarn Bint Sa’ud bryder en klippe de rede sandbelger. Pa dens flade top
ligger flere stenreser, og en undersogelse af en af dem er i gang. De ser ud
til at vare opbygget som Hafit roserne, og blandt de hidtidige fund er der
mangder af steatit og pilespidser svarende til fund fra Dibba, Hili-Qatara
tell’en og et par af gravene fra Hafit, desuden skdr af lerkar af samme slags
som fundet i Dibba og pa tell’en, og endelig en knap af muslingeskal (fig.
11C).

Denne knap er i lighed med den fra Hafit graven uden dekoration, men
en af de to Dibba knapper har cirkel-ornamenter pi oversiden. Nojagtige
paralleller til disse skalknapper kendes fra Nimrud, hvor de dateres til 9.-8.
arhundrede f. Kr. (26), og ogsd i Persien er de fundet (27). De tildannedes af
Xancus gravis Dillwyn, en konkylie, der findes i indiske farvande (28), men
ogsa sd langt nordpd som den Arabiske Golf (29). En del er kun blankpole-
rede, mens en del har cirkel-ornamenter. De fleste er tillige gennemboret i
midten og har ofte her en bronzenitte bevaret. Der er ingen spor af bronze
pa stykkerne fra Buraimi og Dibba, men Bint Sa’ud stykket og det ornamen-
terede eksemplar fra Dibba har foruden midterhullet sma skrd itubrudte gen-
nemboringer pa bagsiden. Det drejer sig sikkert om prydknapper fra balter
eller sverdhafter. Oman beduinerne barer stadig smukt forarbejdede balter

Fig. 11. Bealteknapper af muslinge-
skal. A) og B) fra Dibba og C) fra
rese pa Quarn Bint Sa’ud.

Belt buttons of shell. A) and B) from
Dibba and C) from cairn at Quarn
Bint Sa’ud.
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Fig. 12. Rese 1 fra Hafit. A) rodmalet krukke med sort menster pd gullig bund. B) og C)
nile af kobber eller bronze. D) muslingeskal.

Cairn 1 from Hafit. A) red-painted jar with black design on a cream background. B) and C)
pins of copper or bronze. D) shell.

til deres imponerende krumdolke i de przgtige skeder, hvor selvmenter eller
koniske knapper af solvtrad ofte ses som pynt.

I 9 af de 25 Hafit reser forekom sma dobbeltkoniske krukker med flad
bund, ganske kort cylinderhals og udbejet flad eller skrd rand. P3 flere af
dem var der svage spor af red bemaling og pa nogle af dem tillige af sort.
Efter omhyggelig behandling i konserveringen har to af dem genvundet en
del af deres oprindelige pragt (fig. 1, 12A og 17A).

Begge er helt dekket af en merk, blommered farve, ogsa under bunden og
pa indersiden af rand og hals. Foruden knzkket midt pd bugen af karret er
der et andet, svagere knzk lige under halsen, og under det igen er skulderen
opdelt i trapezformede paneler med menstre.

Den ene krukke har haft en flodefarvet begitning og herover den rede be-
maling. Men hvertandet panel pa skulderen er efterladt med den lyse farve
som baggrund, indrammet af sorte bdnd, og heri er malet sorte krydsskrave-
ringer eller et stiliseret plantemotiv i redt og sort. Over og under frisen lober
et sort band.
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Fig. 13. Rese 2 fra Hafit. A) redmalet krukke, oprindelig med sort menster. B) spidsbundet
vase af redbrunt gods.

Cairn 2 from Hafit. A) Red-painted jar with faint traces of black design. B) jar of red-
brown ware with pointed base.

Pa den anden krukke er den lyse begitning kun anvendt pa skulderen som
baggrund i panelerne. I to af dem er meonsteret skrd, sorte streger, mens to
andre vistnok har haft sort krydsskravering. Ogsd her er panelerne indram-
met pa siderne af smalle sorte afsnit, men der er ingen omlebende bind.

Beslzgtede, ja nasten identiske lerkar kendes fra Ur (30), Jamdat Nasr (31),
Tell Uqair (32) og Khafajah (33), hvor de dateres til slutningen af fordyna-
stisk tid. Hafit krukkerne er Jamdat Nasr kar.

Kun pd de to ovennavnte krukker var menstrene bare nogenlunde bevaret.
Et tredie kar havde spor af red bemaling og sorte skrdbind, og pa skulder-
fragmentet af et fjerde var der resterne af et rudemenster tilbage (fig. 20A)
med vistnok sorte ruder mellem flodefarvede og rede afsnit. Det er et almin-
deligt menster pd Jamdat Nasr keramik, og ogsd farverne er de dér an-
vendte (34).

De fleste af krukkerne har veret overmalet med den karakteristiske rede
farve. En del af dem bzrer stadig spor af den pletvis, men pa adskillige er
overfladen for edelagt til at afgere dens oprindelige udseende. Farven, der
har veret meget anvendt pd lerkar i Golf omradet, stammer antagelig fra een
Hormuz, hvor den stadig udvindes i stor stil.

Oftest er krukkerne af redbrunt eller gulbrunt sandmagret gods. En er dog
af fintslemmet orange gods med rester af fledefarvet begitning, og en anden
er af hvidgult gods med glatpoleret overflade uden spor af maling. I stedet
for det svage knzk mellem hals og skulder har de her en omlebende fure, et
trek der ogsd kendes fra Jamdat Nasr i Mesopotamien, men dér tillige med
knopper, der kan vaere gennemborede og fungere som erer (35).
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N Fig. 14. Rose 4 fra Hafit.
Ornamenteret steatit-skal.
Cairn 4 from Hafit.
Ornamented steatite bowl.

To af de sma lave Hafit krukker har i modsztning til hovedparten med
skarpt bugknak en mere afrundet side, og en lidt sterre krukke, der er opta-
get som eneste fund fra rese 5 har nasten kugleformet bug (fig. 15). Begge
former kendes fra Jamdat Nasr keramiken, hvor kugleformen som regel har
rortud (36). Hafit stykket er dog for ufuldstendigt bevaret til at bestemme,
om det har vearet tilfeldet her, men det er vard at legge merke til, at bade
form, gods og dekoration — sorte belgebdnd med tvarstreger pa skulderen —
ligger nzr op ad keramiken fra Umm an-Nar og Hili.

Ret usedvanlig er en lille 2gformet vase med spids bund (fig. 13B). Lig-
nende kar, men med tud, er fundet i Jamdat Nasr grave i Ur (37). Fra Hafit
gravene kendes overhovedet ingen tudkar. Det er dog mere bemarkelsesver-
digt, at der ikke er fundet en eneste af krukkerne med vulstere, som ellers er
sa almindelige inden for Jamdat Nasr. Maske forklares det af plyndringen.
Det er tenkeligt, at disse krukker indeholdt dyre parfumer og regelse og
blev fjernet af gravrovere sammen med kostbare metaller som kobber.

P,

Fig. 15. Rese 5 fra
Hafit. Fragment af
kugleformet krukke
af redt gods med
sort menster.

/ Cairn 5 from Hafit.

/ Fragment of globu-
lar jar of red ware
with black design.
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Fig. 16. Rose 7 fra Hafit. Flekkekniv af gra flint.
Cairn 7 from Hafit. Pointed knife of grey flint.

Metalfund er pa den anden side ret begrensede i Jamdat Nasr grave, si
det er ikke nedvendigvis pa grund af plyndring, der er fundet si fi kobber-
ting 1 Hafit reserne, som tilfzldet er (38). Det almindeligste metal ved siden
af kobber i Jamdat Nasr gravene i Ur var bly i form af smd bagre og skile.
Det forekommer at vare et besynderligt metal at valge, medmindre man har
haft brug for beholdere til at hindre fordampning og bevare duften af ind-
holdet. I Hafit gravene fandtes ingen spor af blykar.

Kobber méd pa den tid stadig have varet en ret sjzlden vare, og de nile,
der er fundet i nogle fa af reserne, ma betragtes som smykker, vistnok har-
ndle. Harndle af ben er fundet pd Jamdat Nasr pladsen (39), mens de fra
gravpladsen ved Kish fra en lidt senere periode kendes i kobber (40).

To sma fragmenter af kobber eller bronze stammer fra rese 9. Begge har
let indbejede langsider, som om de har varet dele af en tud.

Kun rese 20 (fig. 9) var rig pd metaller, men graven var her som pavist i

Fig. 17. Rese 8 fra Hafit. A) redmalet krukke med redt og sort menster pad gullig baggrund.
B) kugleformet gronglaseret perle.

Cairn 8 from Hafit. A) Red-painted jar with red and black design on a cream slip.
B) spherical green-glazed bead.
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Fig. 18. Rese 9 fra Hafit. A) roedmalet krukke, oprindelig med sort menster pd skulderen.

B) og C) to let buede fragmenter af kobber eller bronze. D) sort stenperle.
E) hengesmykke af muslingeskal.

Cairn 9 from Hafit. A) red-painted jar with traces of black design on shoulder. B) and C)
two slightly curved fragments of copper or bronze. D) bead of black stone.

E) pendent of shell.

det foregaende tydeligt fra en senere periode, antagelig fra slutningen af 2.
artusind f. Kr. Desvarre er de sekundare grave ikke altid s3 utvetydige. I
rose 22 optoges en bladformet pilespids af kobber eller bronze ikke langt fra
to Jamdat Nasr kar. I dette tilfzlde kan pilespidsen dog med ret stor sikker-
hed anses for sekundert tilkommet og tilskrives kulturen fra 2. drtusind f. Kr.,
hvor netop den type findes. Men fra rese 23 (fig. 22) stammer et flot stykke
af kobber eller bronze, som er vanskeligt at bestemme. Det er for bredt og
afrundet til at kunne vare en dolk, og midtribben er for spinkel til at have
forsterkende betydning. P4 samme mdde kan de to nagler langs den brede,
lige ende nzppe skafte det, s3 det kan bruges med kraft. Det virker mere som
en prydgenstand end som et vdben eller redskab. Det blev optaget sammen
med to Jamdat Nasr kar og to »hdrndle«, altsd intet der tyder pa en senere
periode. En analyse kan muligvis gennem legeringen bestemme perioden.

Heller ikke steatitskdlen (fig. 14) fra rese 4 kan med absolut sikkerhed til-
skrives Jamdat Nasr, selv om stenkar er meget almindelige i periodens grave.
De fleste er af calcit, kalksten, diorit eller basisk diorit, farre af steatit (41).
I den lidt senere periode pd Umm an-Nar og i Hili findes cirkel-ornamentet
pa steatitkar, mens det ikke kendes fra de talrige steatitskdr fra 2. drtusind
f. Kr. i Buraimi.

I 8 af roserne fandtes sma perler, en eller to af sten, muslingeskal eller
karneol i hver af gravene med undtagelse af rose 8, hvor én grenglaseret perle
optoges sammen med et Jamdat Nasr kar, og rese 22, hvor flere hundrede
perler opsamledes: 6 rede af karneol, mens resten, der oprindelig havde en
sterkt gron eller bld glasur, nu var falmede til mat farveleshed. Bdde form og
materiale stemmer overens med fund fra Jamdat Nasr gravene i Ur (42) og
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Fig. 19. Rose 12-14 fra Hafit. A) ringformet karneolperle fra rose 12. B) krukke af gulbrunt
gods og C) sort stenperle fra rese 13. D) rodmalet krukke og E) fragment af hindgjort,
groft kar fra rese 14.

Cairns 12-14 from Hafit. A) ring-shaped carnelian bead from cairn 12. B) jar of buff ware
and C) bead of black stone from cairn 13. D) red-painted jar and E) fragment of handmade
vessel of coarse ware from cairn 14.

fra Jamdat Nasr pladsen (43). Storre samleperler, som herer med i fundene
fra de nzvnte pladser, viser, at de har veret baret som halskeder. Dog kan
de mange sma ensartede ogsda have varet anvendt til perlebroderi, som det
senere var tilfzldet i Umm an-Nar gravene (44).

To brudstykker af lerkar blev fundet i fyldjorden, det ene et randskir fra
et handgjort kar (fig. 12E) i forbindelse med rese 14, og det andet et bund-
fragment 1 forbindelse med rese 16 er ogsd opbygget i hinden (fig. 20B).
Begge er fra grovere brugskar og herer muligvis ikke til gravene.

Alle Hafit roserne var forstyrret af et hul, der fra toppen gik midt ned

Fig. 20. Rese 16, 19 og 21 fra Hafit. A) fragmenteret redmalet )
krukke med sort rudemenster pd lys grund og B) underdel at b
hindgjort kar af groft gods fra rese 16. C) kugleformet karneol-

perle fra rose 19. D) to karneolperler fra rese 21. "c 4B D 0

Cairns 16, 19, and 21 from Hafit. A) fragmentary red-painted jar with black diamond
pattern on cream slip, and B) base of handmade vessel of coarse ware from cairn 16. C)
spherical carnelian bead from cairn 19. D) two carnelian beads from cairn 21.
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Fig. 21. Rese 22 fra Hafit. A) og B) redmalede krukker. C) krukke af orange gods med

spor af begitning. D) pilespids af kobber eller bronze. E) glaserede perler (ialt ca. 400).
F) to karneolperler. G) fragment af cardium skal.

Cairn 22 from Hafit. A) and B) red-painted jars. C) jar of orange ware with traces of slip.
D) arrowhead of copper or bronze. E) glazed beads (total c. 400). F) two carnelian beads.
G) fragment of cardium shell.

gennem hojen og sikkert skyldes gravrevere. De ting, der var tilbage i graven,
blev alle fundet tet ind til sidevaggen, forsetligt eller tilfeldigt skubbet til
side. De senere gravlegninger kan vare foretaget gennem gangen — den metal-
rige begravelse i rose 20 13 lige inden for indgangen fra gang til kammer — og
resen er formodentlig blevet omhyggeligt lukket til igen. Kun i et enkelt
tilfelde — igen graven i rese 20 — 13 skeletdelene pa deres oprindelige plads.
De var darligt bevaret, men det kunne konstateres, at den dede var lagt pa
siden med hovedet i ost.

Gravskikken i Jamdat Nasr gravene kan ikke bestemmes, det kan ikke
engang afgeres, om Hafit reserne var teznkt som enkeltgrave. I flere af ro-
serne var der knogledele fra mere end ét skelet, men om de var fra samme
eller forskellige perioder kunne ikke afgores. Materialet fra Quarn Bint Sa’ud
tyder pd, at i det mindste her blev reserne 1 2. drtusind anvendt til gentagne
gravlegninger.

Umm an-Nar reserne var fallesgrave, og da der allerede er papeget en vis
lighed mellem keramiken her og en af Hafit krukkerne ved siden af steatiten
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Fig. 22. Rese 23 fra Hafit. A) flodefarvet og B) redbrun krukke. C) dolklignende blad og
D) og E) to nile af kobber eller bronze.

Cairn 23 from Hafit. A) cream and B) red-brown jar. C) daggerlike blade and
D) and E) pins of copper or bronze.

og perlerne, bor det nok fremhaves, at selve gravene er helt forskellige. Hafit
roserne er gravheje af sten, mens Umm an-Nar reserne er regulzre gravbyg-
ninger. Om dette skyldes en forskel i tid, eller der er tale om sociale eller
etniske skel, kan ikke afgeres endnu. Det foreliggende materiale er for spin-
kelt.

Siden Jamdat Nasr keramik allerede er fundet pd Bahrain (45), kan det
ikke komme helt overraskende, at kulturen ogsa er reprasenteret i Oman (46).
Det, der iszr er af betydning, er at der ikke er tale om en enkelt tilfeldig
krukke, men om en hel gruppe af grave, hvor det var almindeligt at begrave
de dode med en samling gravgods svarende til Jamdat Nasr gravenes i Meso-
potamien. Nu gzlder det om at finde den tilsvarende boplads i hdb om, at
den vil give svar pd de spergsmal, der trenger sig pa. Drejer det sig om en
handelskoloni? En flok pionerer pa jagt efter metaller? Eller —?
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Det er ikke nedvendigt at understrege betydningen af Jamdat Nasr’s tilste-
devarelse 1 Oman for den standende diskussion om mesopotamisk-zgyptiske
forbindelser pd den tid. Sevejen mellem Mesopotamien og Zgypten rundt
om Sydarabien forekommer ikke mere slet sd lang eller usandsynlig, iser ikke,
hvis skibene undervejs kunne lzgge til og forsyne sig med vigtige varer.

ENGLISH VERSION

Jamdat Nasr graves in the Oman

When P. V. Glob and T. G. Bibby in 1958 paid their first visit to Abu Dhabi, they
were following up a message from Tim Hillyard, the representative of the oil com-
pany ADMA, who had found »mounds of the Bahrain type« which he suggested
might be worth investigating, on the small island of Umm an-Nar off the Abu Dhabi
coast. The Danish archaeological Expedition took up the challenge, and after this
first short reconnaissance, excavation was started the following year. Since then the
expedition has worked in Abu Dhabi most years, and now after the tenth visit in
the winter of 1970 it is appropriate to sum up the most important results of these
campaigns.

The first excavations concentrated on Umm an-Nar. Out of the fifty or so cairns
registered on the island, seven were carefully investigated. These varied in size,
ranging in diameter from 12 m to just under 1.50 m, and were chosen to represent
as fully as possible the whole group of graves. Though the larger ones are built
partly of carefully shaped blocks of the local limestone, and the smaller ones of rough
quarried stone, the construction and the grave goods are too uniform to leave any
doubt that all the graves belong to the same period and civilization. The construction
of the mounds and the burials have been described by Knud Thorvildsen (1), and the
pottery will be published in detail later. Here will be mentioned only a few points
of interest for the dating and the connections, both the more distant overseas ones
and those with the Buraimi oasis inland.

Thorvildsen has already pointed out the resemblance to the Kulli culture (2) —
the humped bull appears on two jars from Umm an-Nar — and since then more
material from southeastern Iran has been made available for comparison. At Bampur
a sounding was made by Beatrice de Cardi producing quantities of painted pottery.
Period IV here shows some relation to the Kulli wares, and it is also clear that there
is a general resemblance between Umm an-Nar vessels (fig. 2) and some forms and
ornaments from Bampur (3). The same applies to Mundigak as far away as Afghani-
stan, where especially period IV shows elements known also from Umm an-Nar (4).

Closer related, as pointed out by Miss de Cardi (5), is a black-on-grey ware: small
carinated jars with geometrical designs or with friezes of gazelles or goats (fig. 2F)
in brown or black paint, found sparingly in the Umm an-Nar graves (with only one
example of the caprids) while fragments from perhaps half a dozen of them are
known from a tomb inland in the Buraimi oasis, or as it is called in Abu Dhabi, the
Eastern province.

This oasis at the foot of the Oman mountains is about 20 x 30 km — not a big
area, but fertile, rightly famous for its abundance of water, brought in underground
channels from the mountains. It was not surprising to find a group of graves of the
same construction and period as those on Umm an-Nar, except that the one exca-
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vated east of the village of Hili proved to be even richer in pottery, and more im-
pressive in architecture, than those on the coast.

The stone slabs are here of sandstone. They are bigger than the blocks used on
Umm an-Nar, and the relief carvings on the door-stones of people, oryx, a donkey,
and lions (6) are more monumental than the camels, the bull (not humped) and the
oryx known from Umm an-Nar.

The question has been raised whether this building was a temple. It is true that
no skeletal remains have been found, unlike Umm an-Nar, where the cairns showed
traces of repeated burials, but then the Hili grave had a robber’s hole in the middle,
and the walls had been destroyed almost to the foundations. Under these conditions
and in a sandy soil, bones would hardly be preserved.

Left among the ruins of the building were fragments of several hundred clay
vessels. This pottery is closely comparable to that from Umm an-Nar. The same
shapes, wheel-turned, occur, and the majority are of red ware with black-painted
geometrical designs. Besides the painted grey ware already mentioned, there is also
a hard-fired grey pottery with incised designs (7). These pots look very much like
stone vessels, and they are probably imitations of the steatite vases with characteri-
stic carved decoration which are found over a wide area from the Indus to Meso-
potamia and even as far north as Mari (8). Many of them are tall cylindrical vases,
and the most common designs on this pottery are hatched triangles, cross-hatching,
wavy lines, and the doorway motif. In Mesopotamia they are dated to the end of
E.D. II (about 2600 BC) and through E.D. III (about 2600-2370) (9). Only a few
fragments were found on Umm an-Nar, and though the Hili tomb can boast the
remains of several of these vessels, they form only a very small percentage of the
ceramic material. Their origin has not yet been established, but they are known from
sites in southeastern Iran and Baluchistan. Bampur has both the steatite and the
incised pottery (10), while Tepe Yahya in its period IV has a wealth of carved
steatite, but no incised grey ware (11). Hili and Umm an-Nar on the other hand
have produced very little steatite, and the few vessels known are either small bowls
with the dotted-circle ornament or fragments of compartmented vessels with the
same ornament (fig. 3A).

Unusual, and very beautiful, is the polished black steatite vessel from Hili (fig. 3B).
A similar vase of dark steatite is known from the Royal Cemetery at Ur (12). The
same type in different kinds of stone was found in four graves from that cemetery.
In three of them it occurred with a type of pottery known from Umm an-Nar (fig.
6) (13).

Fig. 3 shows two suspension vessels from Tell Agrab and the Hili tomb respecti-
vely. The Agrab vessel is described as ». .. a jar of unusual shape. It is reminiscent of
certain contemporary grey vessels, but it has a narrower rim and is joined to a tall
ring base. Both the base and the plastic ridge below the neck are pierced by four
suspension holes. The base and the lower part of the body are decorated with four
bands alternatively coal-black and red. Above these is a reserved band crosshatched
in black. The surface from inside the rim to the reserved band is solid red of the
bright nonfast variety« (14). It is dated E.D.I (about 2900-2700 BC).

The Hili specimen is one of nearly two dozen of these distinctive jars. The ware
is a pale orange, in most cases grit-tempered, but, when it is not, better fired and
more carefully painted. The salty soil has been hard on the paint, but it is possible
to state that the black cross-hatching or diamond pattern covers the side from the
ridge and most if not all the way to the base. The ridge has vertical black lines, and
there are usually black bands between neck and shoulder. Some fragments show
traces of a black band under the ridge, while a few have traces of red paint, but it
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is impossible to tell if these are from bands or from a slip all over the vessel. The
base and the ridge both have four suspension holes.

The similarity between the vessels from these two sites is too close to be fortuitous.
It is debatable which way the pot travelled, though for sheer numbers Buraimi has
the ascendancy. Also, the ridge with suspension holes is favoured among the kitchen-
ware there.

The suspension jar is not known from the Umm an-Nar cairns, but fragments
occur at the settlement excavated nearby, though here of the red, finely worked clay
used for most of the Umm an-Nar grave-ware, perhaps another indication that the
jar is well at home in the Oman.

Two other jars should be mentioned in this connection. One is a spouted jar from
an Umm an-Nar grave (fig. 5) of a coarse brownish-drab ware tempered with
coarse grit. Unfortunately the base and part of the spout are missing, unless a flat
base of the same ware found in the same grave, but rather small, belongs to this jar.
The rimless neck, the carinated shoulder, and the spout close to the neck are similar
to those in a type found at Khafajah and Tell Agrab (15). This is dated E.D.I, but
is a type that continued through E.D. II and IIIL.

The second jar has a pear-shaped body with a pointed base, and a long slightly
flaring neck with a thickened elongated rim (fig. 6). The ware is reddish-brown and
grit-tempered. The type is known from Ur from the Royal Cemetery, where most
of the 36 graves in which it was found are dated early (16). This may not be as early
as E.D.II, but could well be E.D.IIIa (2600-2500 BC) (17). In Abu Dhabi the type
is known so far only from Umm an-Nar, where several pieces were found in one of
the cairns, while the distinctive rim is known from the adjoining settlement.

For a village, this is a substantial settlement. The low mound covers an area about
100 x 200 m with a 2 m thick occupation level. The two excavated or partly exca-
vated buildings are more than 16 m long with several rooms and stone-built walls.
The local limestone, roughly cut, was used (18). Among the thick kitchenware of the
houses was scattered enough of the painted grave ware to prove that settlement and
tombs were contemporary. Characteristic for many of the large vessels are wavy
ridges, often on extremely well finished pots of hard-fired red clay and with the
ridges or ribbons ending in »snakes’« heads (fig. 7). The same kind of pottery is
known from Tepe Yahya from the middle of the third millennium BC (19).

Stone vessels were rare among the houses, but quite a few pins and fish hooks of
copper or bronze were found, a number of net sinkers (or loom weights) and quan-
tities of animal bones. The majority of bones so far examined seem to be from the
dugong (or sea-cow), while the most interesting are those of camel.

Inland, the search is going on for the settlement housing the community that built
the stone tombs at Hili. East and north of the area along the Jebel Auha mountains
there are a number of low mounds of which some undoubtedly cover collapsed mud-
brick buildings. In one of these mounds a fortress has now been exposed, or rather
a circular watchtower. This is about 24 m in diameter with a well in the middle,
and is surrounded by a 5m broad and 4 m deep moat. Only the mudbrick founda-
tions of the outer walls and of inner walls symmetrically criss-crossing the tower
have survived, and finds, even pottery, were scarce.

In the space between the tower proper and the outer wall bordering the moat,
some secondary building had occurred in the upper levels, however. Here had been
living quarters apparently, and from fireplaces and a burnt level sealing this habita-
tion level four carbon 14 datings have been run. The majority of the pottery found
here was a rather coarse kitchenware of buff or reddish grit-tempered clay. The
ornamentation, if any, was mostly of black wavy lines on the shoulder of a rounded,
sometimes globular, body. Bases were flat, rims often slightly thickened and slightly
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everted. There is a relation to the coarser ware from the tomb and to the kitchen-
ware from Umm an-Nar, though it may not be from the same period. The fine
grave-ware did not appear here, but only in the deeper levels and in connection
with the original fortress.

The carbon 14 datings from the fireplaces give the dates as 1953 + 213 and 1990
* 213, while the burnt level is dated 2165 £ 217 BC (20).

If a date about 2200 BC is set as a terminus ante quem for the fortress and the
tomb at Hili and so for the settlement and graves on Umm an-Nar, it is still a
question how far back this civilization goes in the Oman. That can hardly be
answered yet, but about the middle of the third millennium BC seems a cautious
guess. I would be inclined to date both Umm an-Nar and Hili as far back as
2700 BC.

At that time Bahrain was probably already an important place on the Gulf trade
routes, and it is noteworthy that not one sherd of the easily recognisable Barbar
pottery from Bahrain has been found in Abu Dhabi. Pottery of the Umm an-Nar
and Hili type is, however, now known from Bahrain, where among other places the
tell at Barbar has produced a few painted sherds. These were found in connection
with the second and third temple, dated not later than the middle of the third
millennium and 2200 BC respectively (21).

During the first reconnaissance in Buraimi, groups of stone cairns had been located
in the southern part of the oasis. Some of them were placed on the slopes of the two
mountain ridges running from Al-Ain towards the Jebel Hafit and some in the
middle of the valley. During two campaigns, 25 of these stone tumuli were exca-
vated. Recent stone plunderers and more ancient robbers had already done part of
the work, but though all the cairns had been disturbed, most of the graves yielded
finds.

All the mounds are of the same construction: »cairns built up of loosely heaped
local stone around a false dome over a round or slightly oval chamber constructed
upon the original ground surface and approached by a narrow entrance passage on
the southern side« (22). The original diameter is estimated to have been 7-11 m, the
height about 3-5 m (fig. 8).

Three graves were empty and four contained only fragments of bone. From the
remaining cairns pottery, objects of copper or bronze, steatite, beads, and shells were
recovered.

One of the richest graves, cairn 20, held two bowls of copper or bronze, a steatite
bowl, a dagger and a belt buckle of copper or bronze, and a large button of polished
shell (fig. 9).

The dagger was compared by Bibby to similar weapons from Talish in the Caspian
area and from Luristan (23) and dated to the 14th-13th centuries BC. Related rim-
flanged daggers (and the Talish weapons) have since then been given a late second
millennium date by Dyson on the basis of inscriptions, comparative typology, and the
Hasanlu stratigraphy supported by radiocarbon tests (24). The dagger is the only
one of its type in Buraimi. Not so the steatite vessel.

From a tell between Hili and Qatara investigated in 1968 fragments of several
steatite bowls like the one from the Hafit grave were recovered, and the same orna-
mentation was found on pottery from the tell, while the spouted bronze bowl from
Hafit also had its counterpart in clay vessels there, often with red-painted cross-
hatching on the rim. The tell also produced a number of tanged arrowheads of cop-
per or bronze, the majority leaf-shaped, some triangular (fig. 10). In several places
in Persia these accompany the rim-flanged daggers (25).

That steatite, pottery, and arrowheads belong to the same culture has been con-
firmed from finds at Dibba on the east coast of the Oman peninsula, where the same
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assemblage plus two shell buttons similar to the one from the Hafit cairn have been
collected (fig. 11). Further proof was forthcoming during the 1970 season in Buraimi.

Breaking the monotony of the red sandhills at the northwestern edge of the Burai-
mi oasis at Quarn Bint Sa’ud stands an outcrop of rock. On its flat top several cairns
were located and one of them was opened. The investigation is not finished, but
apparently the construction is the same as in the Hafit cairns. So far a wealth of
steatite and arrowheads as known from Dibba, the Hili-Qatara tell and the Hafit
graves has been recovered besides pottery as known from Dibba and the tell, and
once again a shell button.

This button is plain like the one from the Hafit grave, but one of the two from
Dibba has a dotted-circle ornament (fig. 11C). Parallels to these are known from
Nimrud, where they are dated 9th-8th centuries BC (26). Similar shells are known
from Persia (27). They are probably made from Xancus gravis Dillwyn, a shell
found in South Indian waters (28) and as far as the Arabian Gulf (29). Some are
undecorated, but the dotted-circle ornament is frequently found on them. Most of
them seem to have a perforation in the centre, often with a bronze nail through the
hole. There are no traces of bronze on those from Buraimi and Dibba, but the Bint
Sa’ud piece and the ornamented one from Dibba both have a centre perforation
besides broken loop-holes on the back. They are probably ornamental belt buttons.
The Bedouins in the Oman still wear elaborate fastenings for their impressive dag-
gers. Silver coins or conical buttons made of silver thread are often used.

In 9 of the 25 Hafit cairns small biconical jars were found, flat-based, short-
necked and with bevelled rim. Some of them showed faint traces of red paint and
in a few instances also black. After careful treatment in the laboratory two of them
have regained some of their original splendour (fig. 1, 12A and 17A).

They are both covered with a dark plum-coloured paint, also under the base and
inside, down the neck as far as the shoulder. Beside the pronounced carination
between the upper and lower parts of the body, there is a second carination just
below the neck, and below that the shoulder or upper part of the body is divided
up into trapezoidal panels with designs.

One jar has apparently had a creamy slip applied all over, after which it has
been covered with red paint, leaving every second panel on the shoulder in reserve
outlined in black and filled out with cross-hatching in black or a stylized plant
motif in red and black. Circling black bands frame this ornamental frieze.

On the other jar, the cream-coloured slip is confined to the shoulder, where in
two of the panels it is the background for oblique black lines, while two other panels
may have had black cross-hatching. The panels are also here bordered by vertical
black bands, but there is no horizontal frame.

Closely related, almost identical jars, are known from Ur (30), Jamdat Nasr (31),
Tell Uqair (32), and Khafajah (33), where they are dated to the end of the Jamdat
Nasr period. The Hafit pots are in fact Jamdat Nasr ware.

Only the two jars described above had the colours preserved well enough to give
an idea of the complete design. One further jar (fig. 18A) shows traces of red paint
and black vertical bands, while a fragment from the shoulder of another vessel has
a lozenge design (fig. 20A). It is possible to make out the cream and red in the
design, and the faded lozenges were almost certainly black. The design is common
on Jamdat Nasr ware and the colours are the classical Jamdat Nasr colours (34).

Most of the jars have apparently had the distinctive red paint applied all over.
Some still have traces left, while on others the surface is too damaged for the
colour, if any, to show. This red pigment has been much used on pottery in the Gulf
area and was probably obtained from the island of Hormuz, where it is still quarried.

Usually the jars are made of a reddish-brown or buff ware tempered with grit,
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but one is of a fine orange ware with a cream slip that has flaked off except in a few
spots, and one is of a cream-coloured fine ware with a smoothly washed surface and
no traces of paint left. In place of the first carination on top of the shoulder they
have a grooved line, a detail known from Jamdat Nasr ware in Mesopotamia, here
often combined with small knobs (35).

In most of the Hafit pots the carination is pronounced, but two small squat jars
(fig. 15) have a more rounded body, and a slightly bigger jar, the only find from
cairn 5, is almost globular (fig. 15). Both forms are known among Jamdat Nasr
pottery, the globular type often with a spout (36). The Hafit piece may or may not
have had a spout — it is too fragmentary to decide — but it is noteworthy be-
cause the form, the reddish-brown grit-tempered ware, and the decoration consisting
of wavy hatched black bands on the shoulder are similar to those found in pottery
from Umm an-Nar and Hili.

An ovoid jar with a pointed base (fig. 13B) is unusual. A similar form, but with
a spout, is known from the Jamdat Nasr graves at Ur (37). No spouted pottery has
been recovered from the Hafit cairns. It is, however, more remarkable that none of
the four-lugged jars otherwise so inseparable from Jamdat Nasr have been found in
any of the graves, perhaps owing to the disturbance. It is quite possible that costly
substances like incense or perfume were stored in these vessels and were removed by
robbers together with valuable metals such as copper.

Metal, on the other hand, is not abundant in Jamdat Nasr graves elsewhere, so
it is not necessarily because of robbery that few copper things have been found in
the Hafit graves (38). The prevailing metal besides copper in the Jamdat Nasr gra-
ves at Ur was lead, found as small tumblers and bowls. It seems an odd metal to
choose for vessels, unless containers for volatile stuff are required, where fragrance
is to be preserved. Not a single one of these was found in the Hafit graves.

At that time copper must still have been among the precious commodities, and the
copper pins found in a few of the graves can be considered jewellery. They were
probably hairpins. Hairpins of bone have been found at Jamdat Nasr (39), and
from the slightly younger cemetery at Kish hairpins of copper are known (40).

Two fragments of copper or bronze were found in cairn 9. Both had incurving
sides as if they were part of a spout.

Only cairn 20 (fig. 9) was rich in metal vessels, but this is so clearly an intrusive
grave dating, as stated above, probably from the late second millennium BC. Unfor-
tunately not all the intrusions are so obvious. In cairn 22 a leaf-shaped arrowhead of
copper or bronze was found not far from two Jamdat Nasr carinated jars. In this
case the arrowhead can with reasonable certainty be considered a stray piece and
ascribed to a 2nd millennium context, because that type of arrowhead is known
there. But from cairn 23 (fig. 22) comes a spectacular piece of copper or bronze to
which I have been unable to find parallels. It is too broad and rounded for a dagger,
and the midrib is too slender to strengthen it. Likewise the two rivets at the broad,
straight end cannot fasten it to withstand much force, so it seems useless both as
a weapon and as a tool. It was found with two Jamdat Nasr pots and two »hairpins«
— nothing to suggest a later period. An analysis will of course tell if it is copper or
bronze and the alloy may decide the period.

Nor can the steatite bowl (fig. 14) from cairn 4 with absolute certainty be ascribed
to Jamdat Nasr, though the graves from that period are very productive of stone
vessels. They are generally made of calcite, limestone, diorite or basic diorite, less
often of steatite (41). In the slightly later period at Umm an-Nar and Hili the
dotted-circle ornament is common on steatite vessels, while it is not known on the
numerous steatite fragments from the second millennium BC culture in Buraimi.

From 8 of the cairns tiny beads were recovered — one or two of stone, shell or
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carnelian from each grave. In cairn 8, though, one green-glazed bead was found to-
gether with a Jamdat Nasr jar, and in cairn 22 several hundred beads were collected.
Six of them were of carnelian, and the rest, which were now faded to a dull white,
had originally had a bright green or blue glaze. Both their shapes and the material
agree well with finds from Jamdat Nasr graves at Ur (42) and from the settlement at
Jamdat Nasr (43). Spacers found with them in these places would indicate that they
have been worn as necklaces, but it is also possible that the small coloured ones have
been embroidered on clothing as was the case later in the Umm an-Nar tombs (44).

Two fragments of pottery have been found in the filling soil, one rim fragment
made by hand (fig. 19E) in connection with cairn 14 and one fragment of a base,
also hand-made, in connection with cairn 16 (fig. 20B). Both are of a coarse kitchen-
ware and do not necessarily belong to the graves.

All the Hafit cairns had a hole in the top, most probably caused by grave robbers.
The objects left behind were found close to the wall of the chamber, pushed aside or
overlooked. The secondary burials may have been introduced through the passage —
the rich grave in cairn 20 was found just inside the entrance from the passage to the
chamber — and the cairn would have been carefully closed again. In only one case,
again the grave in cairn 20 from the second millennium BC, were the bones found in
position. They were poorly preserved, but apparently the body had been placed on
its side with the head towards the east. No conclusions can be drawn about the grave
rites in the Jamdat Nasr burials at Hafit, not even whether they were single graves.
Some of the cairns contained the bones of more than one individual, but they may
well have been from different periods, and the evidence from Quarn Bint Sa’ud
suggests that in the 2nd millennium period the cairn was used for repeated burials.

The Umm an-Nar graves were communal graves, and since a similarity has been
pointed out between the pottery there and one of the Hafit jars, as well as between
steatite and beads, it should be stressed that there is a difference in the grave con-
struction. The Hafit cairns are mounds of stone, while the Umm an-Nar cairns are
chambers. To state that this divergence is due to a difference in time or to social or
ethnic distinctions would be pure speculation. The material is still too slender for any
conclusions to be drawn about such relationships.

Since Jamdat Nasr ware has been located in Bahrain (45), it cannot come as a
complete surprise to find it also in the Oman (46). The important thing is that it
is not just a case of one stray pot, but of a group of graves where people were regu-
larly buried with a collection of grave-goods as known from Jamdat Nasr graves in
Mesopotamia. The important next step must be to find the settlement and try
to decide its function. Was this a trading outpost? A group of metal prospectors? Or—?

The implications of Jamdat Nasr material in the Oman for the standing discus-
sion on Mesopotamian-Egyptian connections at that time need not be stressed. The
sea route between Mesopotamia and Egypt round Southern Arabia does not seem
quite so long and improbable now, when ships could call at trading posts for impor-
tant goods on the way.

Catalogue of finds from the Hafit cairns

Cairn 1. Small biconical jar of brownish grit-tempered ware, with a dark plum-
coloured paint over a cream-coloured slip. Black geometrical designs on the shoulder.
Pronounced carination. Flat base with diam. 6 cm. Bevelled-ledge rim with diam.
9 ecm. Height 11.5 cm. Fragment of shell. Pin of copper or bronze, 11 ¢cm long. Needle
of copper or bronze, flat, 25 cm long.
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Cairn 2. Small biconical jar of buff grit-tempered ware, with traces of dark plum-
coloured paint on neck and body and of black vertical bands on the shoulder. Pro-
nounced carination. Flat base with diam. 7,5 cm. Bevelled-ledge rim with diam. 9 cm.
Height 12.5 cm. Ovoid jar of reddish-brown ware tempered with coarse grit. Pointed
base. Short flaring simple-rimmed neck with diam. 3,5 cm. Height 15 cm.

Cairn 3. Tiny ring-shaped bead made of shell, diam. 0,4 cm.

Cairn 4. Small bowl of greenish-grey steatite, with incised dotted-circle ornament
and horizontal lines round the body. Slightly incurving rim with incised oblique
lines and with diam. 7,5 cm. Rounded base. Height 3,5 cm.

Cairn 5. Fragments of side and of flat base of globular jar of red grit-tempered
ware. Traces of red paint or slip and of wavy hatched black bands on shoulder.

Cairn 7. Pointed knife made from a blade of light grey flint, steeply retouched
along the back and with a flat obverse edgeretouch. The proximal end with the bulb
of percussion is slightly narrowed by retouch on both sides as if for hafting. Length
11 cm, maximal width 2,7 cm. Skeletal remains.

Cairn 8. Small biconical jar of brownish grit-tempered ware with a dark plum-
coloured paint and black geometrical designs on the shoulder. Pronounced carination.
Flat base with diam. 6 cm. Bevelled-ledge rim with diam. 8 cm. Height 10 cm. Small
spherical green-glazed bead. Diam. 0,3 cm.

Cairn 9. Oblong pendant of shell, 3 cm long. Two fragments of copper or bronze
with the long sides slightly incurving as if for a spout. Fragmentary small biconical
jar of reddish-brown grit-tempered ware, with faint traces of a dark plum-coloured
paint on neck and shoulder and of black design on shoulder. Pronounced carination
Flat base with diam. 5,5 cm. Bevelled-ledge rim with diam. 9 cm. Height 12 cm.
Roughly ring-shaped bead of black stone, diam. 1-1,5 cm.

Cairn 11. Conglomerated fragments of copper or bronze rods, probably from a pin.

Cairn 12. Annular carnelian bead, diam. 0,8 cm. Fragments of skull.

Cairn 13. Small jar of buff grit-tempered ware. Flat base with diam. 6,5 cm,
rounded body, short neck, and bevelled rim with diam. 6 cm. Height 8,5 cm. Cong-
lomerated fragments of copper or bronze rods, very corroded. Probably from a pin.
Cylindrical bead of black stone, 1,5 x 1,3 cm. Skeletal remains.

Cairn 14. Fragments of biconical jar of brownish grit-tempered ware with traces
of dark plum-coloured paint on neck and body and inside rim. Bevelled rim with
diam. 8 cm. Flat base with diam. 7 cm. Fragments of four skulls and other skeletal
remains. Fragment of coarse hand-made pot of red grit-tempered ware, with everted
thin rim, found in the filling soil.

Cairn 16. Fragment of flat base with diam. 10,5 cm, and side of hand-made vessel
of coarse red ware tempered with coarse grit. Found in the filling soil. Base and part
of body and shoulder of biconical jar of buff grit-tempered ware with creamy slip
and traces of geometrical design on shoulder. Flat base with diam. 6 cm. Pronounc-
ed carination. Fragments of bone.

Cairn 19. Spherical carnelian bead, diam. 1 cm.

Cairn 20. Fragment of belt buckle of copper or bronze, with faint incised design
of hatched bands. Bowl of copper or bronze. Flat base with diam. 8 cm. Slightly
rounded body. Thickened rim with diam. 13 cm, and with short spout. Height
10,5 cm. Bowl of light grey steatite. Flat base with diam. 6,5 cm. Conical body with
herringbone pattern and »Gothic arches«. Broad-ledge rim with cross-hatching and
with diam. 13,5 cm. Height 4,5 cm. Fragmentary bowl of copper or bronze. Flat base
with diam. about 6 cm. Slightly rounded body. Thickened rim with diam. 10 cm.
Height 5,3 cm. Sword or dagger of copper or bronce with rim-flanged hilt to take
inlay. Splayed pommel and constriction above the crescent joining the blade. Inside
the crescent is a raised dotted-circle ornament. The blade with a heavy midrib is 30
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cm long, the grip 11,5 cm. Shell button, roughly circular with diam. 6,5 cm. Convex.
On the reverse three pairs of holes bored obliquely through the thick shell, so that
they do not show on the obverse. Skeletal remains.

Cairn 21. Spherical carnelian bead with diam. 0,5 cm. Annular carnelian bead with
diam. 0,5 cm.

Cairn 22. Biconical jar of fine orange ware with a creamy slip. Incised horizontal
line on shoulder and pronounced carination. Flat base with diam. 6 cm. Bevelled rim
with diam. 8,5 cm. Height 10,5 cm. Biconical jar of buff grit-tempered ware, partly
discoloured by fire. Faint traces of dark plum-coloured paint on the rim. Pronounced
carination. Flat base with diam. 5 cm. Bevelled rim with diam. 8,5 cm. Height 11 cm.
Biconical jar of reddish-brown grit-tempered ware with traces of plum-coloured
paint on shoulder and base. Incised horizontal line on the shoulder and pronounced
carination. Ring-base with diam. 12 cm. Bevelled rim with diam. 13 cm. Height 22,5
cm. Tanged leaf-shaped arrowhead of copper or bronze with a heavy midrib. Total
length 5 cm, of which the tang is 1,5 cm. About 400 cylindrical or annular beads,
originally green- or blue-glazed. Diam. 0,3-0,5 cm. Length 0,2-0,6 cm. Fragment of
cockle shell.

Cairn 23. Jar of reddish-brown grit-tempered ware with rounded body and short
neck. Flat base with diam. 4,5 cm. Bevelled rim with diam. 9 cm. Height 14 cm.
Biconical jar of cream-coloured ware with incised horizontal line on the shoulder
and pronounced carination. Probably flat base, though too badly broken to decide,
with diam. about 4 cm. Bevelled rim with diam. 8 cm. Height 11 cm. Pin of copper
or bronze, with square section, tapering to a point. Length 12 cm. Pin of copper or
bronze, with square section, tapering to a point. Length 11,5 cm. »Dagger« blade of
copper or bronze, with slight mid-rib, one end straight with two rivets, the other end
rounded. Length 21,5 cm. Maximal width 6,5 cm. Skeletal remains.

Cairn 10, 15, 17 and west chamber of 24 were empty, while cairn 6, 18, and east
chamber of 24 contained fragments of bone.

Karen Frifelt, Moesgard.
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