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DET FRIE FELT

P. V. GLOB OG DE DANSKE PROVINSMUSEER

Af Peter Seeberg

Da P. V. Glob i 1949 overtog ledelsen af Arhus Museums forhistoriske afde-
ling, blev der tilfort danske provinsmuseer krafter og ideer til en udvikling,
der endnu ikke har set sin afslutning. Skent der allerede pi en lang rakke
steder i provinsen blev udfert en fremragende kulturhistorisk og museal
indsats, beted Globs tilknytning til museet i den sterste provinsby et virke-
ligt vendepunkt i provinsmuseernes historie. De fik for forste gang en for-
nemmelse af, at den ypperste indsats kunne ydes uden for hovedstaden.

Det af Glob skabte Forhistoriske Museum arbejdede snart i spidsen for det
forhistoriske undersogelsesarbejde overalt i Jylland og udviklede gennem Jysk
Arkzologisk Selskab en omfattende kreds af kontakter, der har veret uvur-
derlig for arkzologiens folkelige renommé.

I en bolge af vellykkede og velplacerede initiativer ekspanderede Globs
museum mod nye mal og opgaver: det forhistoriske frilandsmuseum pa Moes-
gard og de endnu ikke afsluttede ekspeditioner til den Persiske Golf, hvor en
lang rekke danske museumsfolk fik en skoling for livet. Bunden blev sldet ud
af alle begreber om, hvad et provinsmuseum kan og ber vzre.

Glob kom samtidig med i den lille kreds af museumsfolk, der forberedte
museumsloven af 1958, der for de mindre provinsbyer indeholdt ekonomisk
tillokkelse til at vare med til at opbygge deres museum. Aret efter at loven
tradte i kraft (1959) blev Glob den, der som rigsantikvar skulle overvage, at
loven skete fyldest, til provinsmuseernes vel.

P. V. Glob har fra ung stiftet et vald af bekendtskaber og venskaber med
folk knyttet til provinsmuseerne og den arkzologiske forskning. Han har
varet pa talefod med mindst tre generationer tilbage i tiden. Hans selvfolge-
lige respekt for sund sans og omdemme, for fantasi og praktisk erfaring har
altid bragt ham langt udenfor en snaver fagkreds, hvor han vist aldrig har
onsket kun at here hjemme. En ligefrem, djerv, efter omstendigheder drej og
latterrungende omgangsform gjorde ham til én af dem, som mange gerne s
som bade gast og ven.

Som provinsmuseumsmand var han omgdende primus inter pares, ikke blot
pa grund af embede og akademiske grader, ej heller alene i kraft af hans rige
modsztningsfyldte vasen: den ejendommelige forening af forstand og fan-
tasi, vredladenhed og finfelelse, af ligefremhed parret med skyhed og fjern-
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hed, af dynamik, der modsiges af sindighed, af storsldethed, der opvejes af
moderation, men af hans primere sociale overlegenhed: hans uimodsagte,
naturlige evne til at dominere sine omgivelser, hvor store de end matte vere,
og til at havde et herredemme uden at gere stort ud af det.

Med redderne dybt i de arktiske ekspeditioners mandfolkeliv, i den mo-
derne kunsts hevden af personlig ubetingethed i liv og udfoldelse, med en
drengs evne til at vare sig selv midt i en flok ved bordet og pa arbejdspladsen
matte Glob pd sit museum, ude i landet, men iser pd ekspeditionerne i det
fjerne komme til at prege sine omgivelser badde hvad angik veremide, adfzrd,
og opfattelse. Det, som her battede, var det markante: i fantasi, gemyt og
forstehinds erfaring. Det sidste talte mere end alt andet: at én havde varet
ude for noget og havde holdt til det. Linjer, kraftige, skabnesvangre.

Skent Glob i meget hoj grad kan holde sig tilbage i en embedsmandsmassig
form og afvikle sager pa en rent formel made, ligger hans instinktive reaktion
lige bagved. Han ser pd mennesker, pad format, pi energi, pa initiativ, og
afviser pure regler, normer, bestemmelser for andre end de middelmidige.
Hans tilsyn med de danske provinsmuseer har helt svaret til hans sind og
vasen. Han har givet alle, der ville, plads til at gere, hvad de virkeligt havde
evne til. Han har opmuntret ethvert alvorligt ment tiltag med sin raske
stotte: et brev, et ord, en hurtigt afsluttet diskussion og hans stadige kamprab:
»Vi rykker freme.

Globs overlegne personlighed har i provinsmuseernes opbygningstid sikret
disse ro og tid til udfoldelse. Med sin indgroede uvilje til at »ordne« museums-
verdenen som var den en pendant til postvasenet, har Glob siddet mange
halvt udtalte onsker om en ensrettet struktur for danske museer overherig, og
har, hvor en bureaukratisk losning af en museal opgave tvang sig pd, nasten
altid evnet at give plads for det, som han har villet bevare for sig selv og for
andre: »det frie felt«.

Globs tvangfri samarbejde med utallige mennesker og hans impulsive insi-
steren pa det personlige incitament har gjort ham til en undertiden forbehol-
den deltager i droftelser vedrerende formelle moderniseringer. Hans politiske
radikalisme holdes her i ave af en muntert spottende overbevisning om, at det
nasten altid er det sikreste at lade én mand om at bestemme. I ovrigt kan
alle jo fa lov til at bestemme lige hvad de vil, hvis de bare vil noget. Denne
arkaiske, anti-intellektuelle foragt for snak og afstemning henger sammen
med Globs hele preg af at vare en individualist, en kempekarl af den store
skole, der har taget til sig og taget pa sig og bredt ud og givet fra sig.

Det har gjort livet som provinsmuseumsmand temmelig spendende.
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TRANSLATION

A clear field

P. V. Glob and the Danish provincial museums.

When P. V. Glob in 1949 was appointed director of the Prehistoric Department of
Arhus Museum, Danish provincial museums received the impetus for a development
the end of which is not yet in sight. Although, in a large number of provincial
museums, valuable work was being carried out, Glob’s connection with the museum
of the largest provincial town was a real turning point in their history. They became
aware for the first time that excellence was not confined to the capital.

Glob’s Forhistorisk Museum soon took the lead in prehistoric investigations
throughout Jutland and developed, through the agency of the Jutland Archaeological
Society, an extensive network of contacts which have been important for the repu-
tation of archaeology among laymen.

In a wave of succesful and timely initiative, Glob’s museum underwent an expan-
sion to embrace new tasks and objectives: the prehistoric park at Moesgaard, and the
still uncompleted expeditions to the Persian Gulf, where numerous Danish museum
workers received a schooling for life. The lid was knocked off of all conceptions
of what a provincial museum can and should be.

Glob also joined that small band who prepared the 1958 Museum Law, which
contained economic temptation for smaller towns to expand their museums. The year
after this law came into force (1959) Glob became the man who as Director of State
Antiquities was responsible for seeing that the provisions of the law were fulfilled.

P. V. Glob has since his youth made a host of acquaintances and friends among
people connected with the provincial museums and archaeological research. He has
been on close terms with at least three generations of archaeologists. His natural
respect for common sense and good judgment, for imagination and practical exper-
ience, has always taken him outside the confines of his own field, to which he has
never wished to be restricted. A straightforward, frank, sometimes rumbustious man-
ner made him one of those whom many were glad to see as guest and friend.

Among provincial museum curators he was immediately primus inter pares, not
only because of his position and academic qualifications, or of his exuberant nature
so full of contradictions: that peculiar combination of reason and imagination, pug-
nacity tempered by tact, straightforwardness married to shyness and remoteness,
dynamism allied to sobriety, and magnificence held in check by moderation, but
also because of his social superiority: his unchallenged, natural ability to dominate
his surroundings, however forbidding, and to establish a supremacy without exploit-
ing it.

With his roots deep in the boisterous, tough life of the Arctic expeditions, in
modern art’s assertion of personal freedom of behaviour and expression, with a boy’s
ability to be himself in a crowd around a table or at work, Glob could not avoid in
his museum, out in the country and especially on the expeditions abroad, influencing
the manner, behaviour and conceptions of his colleagues. What really told were his
imagination, disposition and first-hand experience, especially the last. Although
Glob can to a remarkable degree maintain an official demeanour and act in a purely
formal manner, he instinctively looks at people, at ability, energy and initiative and
rejects rules, norms and regulations for other than the mediocre. His stewardship of
the Danish provincial museums has been fully in keeping with his nature. He has
given all those with the will the room to do what they really had the ability to
achieve. He has given every serious initiative his brisk encouragement: a letter, a
word, a brief discussion »nd his constant battle-cry, »Let’s get moving«.
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Glob’s superior personality has ensured that the provincial museums were left in
peace and given the time to develop. With his ingrown reluctance to regulate the
museums as if they were a counterpart to the Post Office, Glob has turned a deaf ear
to many half-expressed wishes for a uniform structure for Danish museums, and has,
where a bureaucratic solution of a museum problem was unavoidable, nearly always
managed to make room for what he always wished to preserve both for himself and
for others: a »clear field«.

Glob’s easy co-operation with innumerable people and his impulsive insistance on
personal incitement has made him a sometimes reticent participant in discussions on
formal modernization. His political radicalism is here held in check by a cheerfully
derisive conviction that it is nearly always best to let one man decide. As far as he
is concerned, let them all decide what they want, provided they want something. This
archaic, anti-intellectual disdain for talk and ballot is tied up with Glob’s character
— an individualist and giant of the old school.

He has made life as a provincial museum curator rather exciting.

Peter Seeberg,
Viborg Museum

12



	0. Indløb
	1. Det frie felt. P. V. Glob og de danske provinsmuseer

