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PETER RIISMJLLER
65 AR

Umiddelbart efter embedseksamen i historie med dansk som bifag blev Peter Riis-
mgller den 1. juli 1936 ansat i en nyoprettet stilling ved Aalborg historiske Mu-
seum, hvor han siden har virket, fra 1960 som direktgr.

Han blev fgdt den 14. marts 1905 i Skgrping og vendte saledes tilbage til sin
hjemegn, Himmerland, der sammen med Aalborg by blev hans arbejdsplads frem-
over. Han var da godt rustet til de mange opgaver pa et museum, der omfattede
tiden fra de fgrste jegere bosatte sig i landsdelen og op til vore dage, et spand
pa en halv snes artusinder.

I sin studentertid arbejdede Riismgller et par &r pa Nationalmuseet, bl. a. med
opstillingen af oldtidssamlingerne i det nye museum, men ogsa i marken ved ud-
gravningen af Ladbyskibet. Da havde han allerede hgstet sine fgrste erfaringer
som udgraver ved undersggelsen af stenalderlandsbyen Troldebjerg hos lange-
landsarkaologen Jens Winther, der fremover blev hans faderlige ven. Boglig ler-
dom hentede han hos Johannes Brgndsted, der bade var leder af Nationalmuseets
oldtidsafdeling og leerer pa universitetet, og til ham skrev han specialeopgave i
jernalderens guldbrakteater. Der kom Riismgllers omfattende kendskab til arke-
ologiens nabovidenskaber som eksempelvis sagn- og stednavneforskning ham til
gode, omréader hvori han ogsa delagtiggjorde sine medstuderende.

Oprettelsen af den nye museumsstilling i Aalborg havde Brgndsted en vasent-
lig del i, og fremover betragtede Riismgller sig da ogsé som hans tro s Lensmand«
i det ngrrejyske. Der blev Riismgllers indsats mangfoldig, omfatter alle aldre og
skal ikke opregnes her. Dog méa det navnes, at han hgrer til foregangsmandene
blandt »byarkeologer«, gjorde en stor indsats i udforskningen af det gamle Aal-
borg, hvorom han har skrevet udsggte afhandlinger, der arligt udsendtes som
nytarshilsen til venner og kolleger i hele Norden. Hans altid ualmindeligt vel-
skrevne afhandlinger, hvoraf mange allerede hgrer til sjeldenheder i vor topo-
grafiske litteratur, indrammes af »Fra Svendekro til Lavshus«, 1940, og »Sulte-
grensen«, 1968. Derimellem er verket »Danske Glas, 1825-1925«, der har
mangedoblet prisen pd vore gamle drikkekar. I fortsettelse af dette grundleg-
gende arbejde har Riismgller med stort udbytte udgravet gamle glashytter i Jyl-
land.

En vigtig side af »Lensmandens« virke er hans formandskab i Kulturhistorisk
Forening for Nordjylland fra 1938, efterfulgt af sekreterposten for Jysk Arke-
ologisk Selskab fra starten i 1950 og et tiar fremover.

Ene begyndte Peter Riismgller sit pionerarbejde pa Aalborg historiske Muse-
um, hvis samlinger han har mangedoblet, og hvor han hurtigt samlede en kreds
af gode medarbejdere om sig. Museet overgiver han snart til en efterfglger, men
derefter har han den udslagne dag til radighed for publicering af det omfattende
kulturhistoriske materiale, indsamlet gennem en menneskealder.
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PETER RIISMOLLER
65 YEARS

Immediately after leaving University in 1936, where he had studied history and Danish,
Peter Riismgller was appointed to a newly established post at the Aalborg Historical
Museum, where he has worked ever since, from 1960 as director.

He was born on 14th March 1905 in Skerping in Himmerland, and it was in Himmer-
land and Aalborg that he subsequently operated. He was thus well equipped to tackle
the many problems facing a museum which covers the period from the first settlement of
hunters in the district, to modern times, an interval of ten thousand years.

As a student, Riismgller worked for a couple of years at the National Museum, among
other things on the exhibition of the prehistoric collection in the new museum, but also
in the field, at the excavation of the Ladby ship. He had by then gained his first experiences
of excavation at the Stone Age village of Troldebjerg, under the Langeland archaeologist
Jens Winther, who became his mentor. He studied under Johannes Brgndsted, who was
both keeper of the prehistoric collections at the National Museum and his teacher at the
University. For Brgndsted, Riismgller wrote special papers on the Iron Age gold bracteates,
and his extensive knowledge of, for example, mythology and place names were of great
value to him and his fellow students.

Brgndsted played an important role in the establishment of the new museum post at
Aalborg, and Riismgller considered himself Brgndsted’s loyal follower in northern Jutland.
Riismgller’s achievements there were numerous, comprising all periods. He was, in partic-
ular, a pioneer among urban archaeologists, playing a large part in the investigations into
early Aalborg, on which he has written excellent papers—his annual New Year’s greeting
to friends and colleagues all over Scandinavia. His always exceptionally well-written papers,
many of which are already rarities of our topographical literature, extend from “Fra
Svendekro til Lavshus”, 1940, to “Sultegrensen”, 1968. His opus “Danske Glas, 1825-—
1925”, has more than doubled the price of our antique glass. Following up this fundamental
study, Riismgller has successfully excavated ancient glass works in Jutland.

Peter Riismgller started his pioneer work at Aalborg Historical Museum alone, enor-
mously increasing the collection and quickly collecting a group of able collaborators. The
Museum is soon to be handed over to a successor, but thenhe will be able to devote all his
time to publication of the extensive cultural material he has collected during a lifetime.
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