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GERHARD BERSU

Af OLE KLINDT-JENSEN

Fa udenlandske arkzologer har gjort sig s& kendte ved omfattende udgravninger
og livlig publikationsvirksomhed som professor Bersu, tidligere direktgr for den
Romersk-Germanske Kommission i Frankfurt. Ikke mindst anerkendte man ham
som skarpsindig iagttager og konstruktiv fortolker af fundene, leder af store
gravninger i Tyskland, Irland, Storbritannien (hvor han virkede i krigens tid),
Schweiz og Balkan. Han var en altid velvillig radgiver, omend ikke uden kritisk
blik for detaljer. Af interesse for skandinavisk arkazologi er is@r hans undersg-
gelse af vikingegrave pad gen Man, som netop er publiceret af ham i hans sam-
arbejde med David Wilson. Hans stgrste bedrifter er vel udforskningen af mag-
tige borganleg som Wittnauer Horn, Sadowetz og Grundremmingen, en impo-
nerende rakke, men ogsa husudgravninger som Little Woodbury blev forbilled-
lige.

Det fgltes naturligt, at denne internationalt orienterede forsker blev prasident
for den V forhistorikerkongres i Hamburg. Den blev ledet med samme sikre
organisationstalent som de store gravninger. Han viste arkzologien og arkao-
logerne en uslukkelig ildhu og sympati.

GERHARD BERSU

Few archaeologists have become as renowned through extensive excavation and
lively publicising as Professor Bersu, late director of the Roman-German Com-
mission in Frankfurt. Not least, he was recognized as a penetrating observer and
constructive interpreter and as a director of extensive excavations in Germany,
Ireland, Great Britain (where he worked during the war), Switzerland and the
Balkans. He was always generous with advice, not without critical sense of
details. Of especial interest for Scandinavian archaeology are his excavations of
Viking graves on the Isle of Man, which have just been published by him and
Mr. David Wilson. His greatest achievements are surely the investigation of huge
strongholds like Wittnauer Horn, Sadowetz and Grundremming—an imposing
assemblage—but also house excavations like Little Woodbury were exemplary.

It seemed natural that this internationally minded scholar should take presi-
dency of the 5th Prehistoric Congress in Hamburg. It was directed with the same
organizational talent as his big excavations. He gave archaeology and archaeolog-
ists his unquenchable enthusiasm and sympathy.

Ole Klindt-Jensen.
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