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Fig. 1. Kort over egnen omkring Den persiske Bugt.

Map of the area around the Persian Gulf.

GRASKE MONTER FRA FAILAKA

Af OTTO M@RKHOLM

Blandt de mange vigtige fund, der gjorde udgravningerne p& Failaka i 1960
s& opsigtsvakkende, er ogsd en mgntskat fra hellenistisk tid. Mgntskat! Det
lyder forjzttende af Tusind og én Nat og alle orientens rigdomme, men selv om
kun en sére beskeden del af disse er bragt sammen i denne skat, er det alligevel
nok umagen verd at beskeftige sig med den. Opgaven i det fglgende er at give
en beskrivelse og datering af mgnterne, som de lykkelige findere, arkaologerne,
kan benytte til at datere de forskellige anleg i den graske koloni Ikaros, som
de har gravet frem af glemselen. Endvidere vil det vere naturligt hertil at
knytte nogle bemarkninger om de fundne mgnters betydning for vort billede af
de politiske og gkonomiske forhold i denne del af verden i den hellenistiske
periode.

En skgnne dag i marts méned 1960 ankom til Den kgl. Mgnt- og Medaille-
samling i Kgbenhavn en pakke fra Kuwait forsynet med eksotiske stempler og
frimeerker. Ved sin dbning fandtes den at indeholde en mystisk klump (fig. 2).
Man kunne jo nok se, at det var mgnter, og at de matte stamme fra hellenistisk
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tid fremgik nogenlunde sikkert af deres stgrrelse og veegt. I gvrigt var der
frit spillerum for fantasien. Efter at have vearet under kyndig behandling pa
Nationalmuseets Konserveringsanstalt tager mgntskatten sig nu ud som vist pé
fig. 3. Det er jo en forandring. Straks var det lidt af en skuffelse, at ikke
mindre end 12 af de 13 sglvtetradrachmer, som klumpen oplgstes i, var af
samme type. Men netop denne omstendighed vil vise sig at vere af serlig
vigtighed.

Dateringen af mgntfundet afhenger af den eneste outsider i dette selskab:
fig. 3, nr. 1 kan siges med sikkerhed at vere udmgntet af den syriske konge
Antiochos III, som styrede Seleukideriget fra 223 til 187 f.K. Vi kan endda
veere endnu mere precise. Forsidens herskerportraet viser Antiochos III i en meget
ung alder, og vort kendskab til hans ikonografiske udvikling tillader os at placere
denne mgnt i begyndelsen af hans regeringstid, ca. 223-212 f. K. P4 bagsiden
er fremstillet guden Apollon, seleukideslegtens skytsgud og stamfader. Han
sidder pé sin hellige omphalos og betragter en pil, som han holder i hgjre hand.
Venstre hénd stgtter sig mod en bue. P& begge sider af guden stir kongens navn:
BAXIAEQX ANTIOXOY, og yderst til hver side er anbragt et monogram, som
betegner de mgntmestre, der har ansvar for udmgntningen. Stilen i almindelighed
viser hen til ét af rigets gstlige mgntsteder, og monogrammerne udpeger Susa,
som jo ogsd er det seleukidiske mgntsted, der ligger nermest ved findestedet
Ikaros/Failaka. Mgnten er nu si velbevaret, at den nappe kan have veret i
cirkulation forferdelig mange &r. Hvis vi derfor daterer dens, og dermed hele

Fig. 2. Mgntskatten fgr rensningen.

The hoard before cleaning.
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skattens, nedleggelse til ca. 210-200 f. K., er vi i hvert fald ikke s& langt fra
sandheden.

De resterende tolv mgnter (fig. 3, nr. 2-13) ma vere omtrent samtidige
med Seleukidemgnten, da de er lige s& velbevarede som denne. P4 forsiden er
fremstillet helten Herakles ifgrt lgveskindet, som han bar efter sejren over lgven
fra Nemea. P& bagsiden troner den olympiske Zeus, som p& den udstrakte
hgjre hand berer sin hellige fugl, grnen. I venstre hénd holder han et langt
scepter. Bag den tronende figur ses den greeske indskrift AAEEANAPOY med let
barbariserede bogstaver, og foran er anbragt et mgntmestermearke i form af et W.
Mgnterne er alts& praget i Alexander den Stores navn, skgnt omkring hundrede
ar ligger mellem hans dgd i 323 f. K. og tidspunktet for deres udmgntning.

En sammenligning med en mgnt fra Alexanders tid (fig. 4) viser ogs4,
at noget vand ma veere flydt i stranden siden da; mgnterne fra Failaka er i enhver
henseende barbariske i stilen. Man ser det maske tydeligst pa den underligt for-
voksede siddende figur pd mgnternes bagside, men ogs& fremstillingen af Hera-
kleshovedet pa fig. 3, nr. 12-13 ma f4 enhver filhellen til at gremme sig. End-
videre har stempelskererne ikke veeret helt sikre i de greeske bogstavformer,
idet der i mgnternes indskrifter rader en vis tilfeeldighed i anvendelse af bog-
staverne A, A og A. Bogstavet P gengives oftest som Q.

Man vil méske finde det mearkeligt, at man endnu p& dette tidspunkt benyt-
tede Alexander den Stores typer og navn pi mgnterne, men forklaringen er
ligetil. P& grund af Alexanders enorme udmgntninger af guld og sglv i fortrin-
ligste kvalitet blev hans mgnter gennem flere hundrede &r det foretrukne beta-
lingsmiddel i den internationale handel, som talrige skattefund fra neesten alle
dele af den graske verden vidner om. Derfor blev de i 3. og 2. arhundrede
f. K. efterlignet mange steder i den graske verden af byer, som gnskede at
sikre deres mgnter den good-will, der nu engang var blevet knyttet til dette
»merke«.

Hvor kan man nu tenke sig, at de barbariserede Failaka-mgnter stammer
fra? Ganske tilsvarende mgnter er tidligere, da man ikke havde nogle oplysninger
om findesteder, blevet henfgrt til Donauomréddet, hvor de keltiske stammer i
hgj grad efterlignede de makedoniske kongers mgnter!). I 1951 kom imidlertid
to eksemplarer af vor type for dagen i et skattefund fra Gordion i Frygien,
som kan dateres til ca. 210 f. K. Udgiveren af dette fund ggr rigtigt opmerk-
som pé&, at prototypen for de barbariserede Alexander-mgnter skal sgges i gsten,
og foreslar Galaterne, et keltisk folkeslag som i midten af 3. arhundrede ind-
vandrede fra Europa til det centrale Lilleasien, som ophavsmand til pregningen
af disse mgnter2?). Fundet fra Failaka tvinger os til at sgge deres oprindelse endnu
leengere mod gst. En ngjere gennemgang af mgntskatten viser, at ikke mindre
end 8 af de 12 Alexander-mgnter er praget med samme forsidestempel (fig. 3,
nr. 2-9), og at samme bagsidestempel ogsd forekommer i flere tilfelde (fig. 3,
nr. 3-5, nr. 67, nr. 8-9). En sddan koncentration af stempler i ét skattefund plejer
at betyde, at mgnterne er géet en nogenlunde lige vej fra mgntsted til ned-
leegning uden at have varet i cirkulation i mellemtiden. Det indicerer alts3,
at nedleegningstid og -sted ikke ligger si fjernt fra udmgntningstid og -sted,
selvom det naturligvis ikke leverer noget sikkert bevis herfor. Opgaven bliver
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Fig. 4. Alexander den Store. Alexandria i Zgypten. C.
325 f. C. Tetradrachme. 1:1.

Alexander the Great. Alexandria i Egypt. Circa 325 BC.
Tetradrachma. 1:1.

altsd at finde en lokalitet i gsten, som ligger udenfor de hellenistiske konge-
rigers grenser (hvor man jo sl&r mgnt i de regerende kongers navne), men
samtidig har en tilknytning til den greske verden, som ggr det rimeligt at fore-
stille sig en udmgntning »a la grecque« pa stedet. Endvidere bgr den ligge ved
én af de store handelsveje i dette omréde, for uden handel ingen mgnt. Det
ville vaere fristende at udpege selve Failaka som mgntstedet, men herimod taler,
at gen netop i denne periode lader til at have varet under seleukidisk over-
hgjhed, som det fremgar af den ogsa i 1960 fundne indskrift (s. 174 ff.). En an-
den hypothese er tillokkende. Det fgrende handelsfolk i det gstlige Arabien var pa
dette tidspunkt Gerrhaeerne, en arabisk stamme, hvis hovedstad, Gerrha, 1& p& det
arabiske fastland lige overfor Bahrain. Fra geografen Strabo3), som levede pa kej-
ser Augustus’ tid, men benyttede eldre, hellenistiske kilder, ved vi, at dette folk
skaffede sig enorme indtegter ved at forhandle Indiens og Arabiens kostelige
varer, iser krydderier, og vi far tillige at vide, at deres handelsvej netop gér
fra Gerrha til Eufrat- og Tigrisflodens udlgb (alts lige forbi Failaka) og videre
op ad disse floder til de store byer Seleukia og Susa. Derfra drog de driftige
handelsfolk langs flodernes gvre lgb og videre ad de ldgamle karavaneveje til
Syriens og Fgnikiens kyst. S& langt som til Delos i det @gaiske hav nede de,
som det fremgar af indskrifter fra denne ¢ fra midten af 2. &rhundrede f.K.4)
I denne forbindelse er det vaerd at notere, at Antiochos III i 205 f. K. fglte sig
foranlediget til at foranstalte en stor militer demonstration mod Gerrhaeerne
med det formal at sikre sig en rimelig del af deres handel’). Nogen under-
kastelse af deres omréde var der ikke tale om, og det lader til, at freden hur-
tigt er blevet genoprettet. Det ligger ner pd én eller anden made at bringe
nedleggelsen af skatten pd Failaka i forbindelse med dette foretagende. Hvor-
dan det nu end forholder sig, ma man sige, at en rimelig grad af sandsynlighed
taler for, at de barbariserede Alexander-mgnter i fundet fra Failaka stammer fra

Fig. 3. 1: Antiochus III. Susa. C. 223-212 f. C. Tetradrachme af sglv. 15,39 gr. 2-13: Efterligninger af
Alexander den Stores tetradrachmer. Slaet i Gerrha? 14,64 — 15,19 - 15,63 — 15,19 — 14,78 — 15,30 — 15,36
- 15,46 — 14,80 — 14,86 — 15,67 — 15,02 gr. 1:1.

No. 1: Antiochus III. Susa. Circa 223-212 BC. Tetradrachma of silver. 15.39 gr. Nos. 2-13: Imitations of
tetradrachmas of Alexander the Great. Struck in Gerrha? 14.64 — 15.19 — 15.63 — 15.19 — 14.78 — 15.30 —
15.36 — 15.46 — 14.80 — 14.86 — 15.67 — 15.02 grams. 1:1.
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Gerrha. Dette er dog kun en hypothese, som naturligvis mé tages op til fornyet
overvejelse, hvis nyt materiale dukker op.

Foruden mgntskatten har Failakas jord allerede i 1958 og 1959 givet nogle
f4 enkeltfundne mgnter fra sig. Tre af disse er seleukidiske kobbermgnter fra
Susa eller Seleukia ved Tigris. En er sliet af Seleukos I i Alexander den Stores
navn ca. 310-300 f. K.6), mens de to andre hidrgrer fra Antiochos III’s
regeringstid 223-187 f. K. og siledes er omtrent samtidige med mgntskatten?).
Sa f& de er, giver disse mgnter en udmarket illustration af Failakas nere
gkonomiske forbindelse med de store byer i Seleukiderigets gstlige provinser.
Forbindelsen mod syd illustreres af en beskeden lille sglvmgnt, en sékaldt drachme
(fig. 5, 1). Den kan nemlig henfgres til Minaeerne, en arabisk stamme, som
levede i det sydlige Arabien nogle hundrede kilometer nord for Aden-omrédet.

Serlig interesse har denne mgnt i kraft af sin store sjaldenhed. Tidligere
kendtes denne udmgntning kun fra en i alle enkeltheder identisk tetradrachme
i Aberdeen, som er afbildet fig. 5,2. Der er atter tale om en efterligning af
Alexander den Stores typer, men den graske indskrift er her erstattet af konge-
navnet Abyatha, skrevet med oldarabiske skrifttegn. Vi ved intet om denne
Abyathas’ regeringstid, men af stilistiske grunde vil man vare tilbgjelig til at
placere disse to mgnter omkring 150 f.K. Stilen er i gvrigt vesentligt mere
greesk end pd de ca. 60 &r xldre Alexanderefterligninger i mgntskatten, siledes
at disse ikke kan have tjent som forbillede for Minaeernes stempelskerere. Inspi-

2

Fig. 5. 1: Drachme sliet af Minaeerne c. 150 f. C. 2:1. 2: Tetradrachme
af samme type i Aberdeen (efter British Museum Catalogue of Greek
Coins, Arabia, Mesopotamia, Persia, pl. 50,5). 1:1.

No. 1: Drachma struck by Minaeans circa 150 BC. 2:1. No. 2: Tetra-
drachma of same type in Aberdeen (after British Museum Catalogue of
Greek Coins, Arabia, Mesopotamia, Persia, pl. 50,5). 1:1.
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rationen er utvivlsomt kommet fra de graske Alexanderefterligninger fra Lille-
asien eller Fgnikien, som har den samme brede og forholdsvis flade form.

Som man ser, har de danske udgravninger p& Failaka ogs& gennem mgntfun-
dene bragt vigtige bidrag til forstdelse af gens betydning i hellenistisk tid. Og
der er al grund til at tro, at de fortsatte udgravninger vil forgge vort kendskab
til dette omrédes historie meget betydeligt. Med spending ma vi afvente de
fglgende &rs kampagner.

Greek Coins from Failaka

Among the many important discoveries which made the excavations on Failaka in 1960 so
noteworthy was a hoard of coins from Hellenistic times. A hoard of coins! The phrase
tempts the mind with visions of the Arabian Nights and all the riches of the Orient. And
even though this board comprises but a modest portion of these riches, it is well worth
while to look more closely at them. The object of the lines that follow is to describe
and date the coins, so that their happy discoverers, the archeologists, may use them to
date the various buildings within the Greek colony of Ikaros which they have dug forth from
oblivion. It would be natural, in addition, to add a few remarks on the significance of
the coins for our understanding of the politics and economics of this part of the world in the
Hellenistic Period.

One fine day in March 1960 a parcel arrived at the Royal Coin and Medal Collection
in Copenhagen, bearing exotic stamps and superscriptions, and coming from Kuwait, Opened,
it turned out to contain a mysterious lump of metal (Fig. 2). It could be seen that
it was composed of coins, and their weight and size made it fairly certain that they were
of Hellenistic date. Apart from that, imagination could be allowed full play. After being
treated by the experts of the Conservation Department of the National Museum the coin-
hoard now appears as shown in Fig. 3. There is some slight difference. It occasioned
some immediate disappointment that no less than 12 of the 13 silver tetradrachmas
into which the lump of metal had resolved were of the same type. But just this circum-
stance will be seen to be of especial importance.

The dating of the hoard is dependent upon the one outsider in the collection. Fig.
3, no. 1 can be said with certainty to have been minted by the Syrian king Antiochus III,
who ruled the Seleucid Empire from 223 to 187 BC. We can come even closer. The
portrait of the monarch on the obverse shows Antiochus III as a very young man, and
our knowledge of the development of his portraiture allows us to place this coin in the
beginning of his reign, to about 223-212 BC. On the reverse is a picture of the god Apollo,
the ancestor and patron god of the Seleucid dynasty. He is seated upon his holy omphalos
and is regarding an arrow which he holds in his right hand. His left hand is resting
upon a bow. To either side of the god is the name of the king: BAZIAEQX ANTIOXOY,
while at the extreme right and left has been placed a monogram of the minters responsible for
the striking of the coin. The style in general suggests one of the eastern mints of the Empire,
and the monograms point to Susa, which is also, as it happens, the Seleucid mint which
lies closest to the place of discovery, lkaros/Failaka. The coin is still in such excellent
preservation that it can hardly have been in circulation for very many years, If we there-
fore date its burial, and with it that of the whole hoard, to about 210-200 BC, we
shall certainly not be far from the truth.

The remaining twelve coins (Fig. 3, nos. 2-13) must be approximately contemporary
with the Seleucid coin, as they are just as well preserved as it. On the obverse there is
a representation of the hero Herakles, bearing the lion skin which he wore after his victory
over the Nemean lion. On the reverse Olympian Zeus is enthroned, bearing on his out-
stretched right hand his sacred bird, the eagle. In his left hand he holds a long sceptre.
Behind the enthroned figure can be seen the Greek inscription: AAEEANAPOY in somewhat
barbarianized characters, and before it has been placed a minter’s mark in the form of
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a W. The coins were therefore minted in the name of Alexander the Great, even though
there must have been an interval of about a hundred years between his death in 323 BC
and the date of their striking.

A comparison with a coin from the time of Alexander (Fig. 4) also shows that much
water must have flowed through the Persian Gulf since his time. The coins from Failaka
are in every respect barbaric in style. This can perhaps be seen most clearly in the
strangely distorted seated figure on the reverse of the coins, but the representation of the
head of Herakles on Fig. 3, nos. 12-13 must also cause any philhellene to shudder.
Moreover the die-cutters were clearly not entirely sure of their Greek script, as there is
in the inscriptions a happy lack of precision in the use of the letters A, A and A.
The letter P is more often written as Q.

It will perhaps appear remarkable that at this period the coin-types and name of Alexander
the Great were still used on the coins, but the explanation is not far to seek. A con-
sequence of Alexander’s enormous minting of gold and silver coins of very high quality was
that his coins were for several hundred years the favourite medium of payment in inter-
national trade, as innumerable hoards from almost all parts of the Greek world bear witness.
In the third and second centuries BC they were therefore imitated in many places in the
Greek world by cities which wished to secure for their coinage the good-will which had
attached itself to this design.

Where, then, can it be supposed that the barbarianized Failaka coins originate? Exactly
similar coins, of unknown place of discovery, have previously been ascribed to the Danubian
area, where Celtic tribes very frequently imitated the coins of the Macedonian kings!).
However, in 1951 two specimens of our type were discovered in a hoard at Gordion in
Phrygia, which can be dated to about 210 BC, The publisher of this discovery rightly
points out that the prototype for the barbarianized Alexander-coins must be looked for in
the East, and proposes the Galatians, a Celtic people which emigrated in the middle of
the third century BC from Europe to central Asia Minor, as the originators of the minting
of these coins?). The discovery on Failaka, however, forces us to seek their origin even
further to the east. A closer examination of the hoard shows that no less than 8 of the
12 Alexander-coins have been struck with the same obverse die (Fig. 3, nos. 2-9), and
that the same reverse die also occurs in several cases (Fig. 3, nos. 3-5, nos. 6-7, nos, 8-9).
Such a concentration of dies in a single hoard normally means that the coins have gone
by a fairly direct route from the mint to the place of burial without having been in cir-
culation in the interim. It indicates, too, that the place and time of burial is not far
removed from the place and time of minting, even though there can naturally be no
certainty on this point, The problem is thus to find a locality in the East which lies
outside the frontiers of the Hellenistic kingdoms (where, of course, coins were struck in
the name of the reigning king) but which at the same time was so closely associated with
the Greek world as to make it reasonable to expect an “4 la grecque” minting there.
It should moreover lie on one of the main tradewroutes in that area, for without trade
there would be no coins. It would be tempting to indicate Failaka itself as the location
of the mint, but an argument against this identification is the fact that Failaka appears
precisely at this period to have been under Seleucid rule, as appears from the inscription
also discovered in 1960 (see p. 194 ff.). Another hypothesis is attractive. The leading trading
people in eastern Arabia at this time were the Gerrhaeans, an Arab tribe whose capital,
Gerrha, lay on the Arabian mainland just opposite Bahrain. From the geographer Strabo3),
who lived in the time of Augustus but who used earlier, Hellenistic source-material, we know
that this people made enormous incomes by trading the precious wares of Arabia and India,
in particular spices, and we learn in addition that their trade-route ran from Gerrha to
the mouth of the Euphrates and the Tigris (in other words immediately by Failaka),
and on up these rivers to the large cities of Seleucia and Susa. From there the enter-
prising traders proceeded along the upper course of the rivers and on by the ancient caravan
routes to the coast of Syria and Phoenicia. They even reached as far as Delos in the
Aegean Sea, as is shown by inscriptions on this island from the middle of the second
century BC4). In this connection it is worthy of note that Antiochus III felt it necessary
in 205 BC to make a large-scale military demonstration against the Gerrhaeans, with the
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object of securing for himself a reasonable proportion of their trade®). There is no suggestion,
however, of a subjection of their territory, and peace appears to have been speedily reestabl-
ished, It is tempting to see a connection of some sort between the burial of the treasure
on Failaka and this campaign. But however this may be, it can be said that there is
a reasonable probability that the barbarianized Alexander-coins in the Failaka hoard originated
in Gerrha. This is, however, only a hypothesis, which must naturally be taken up for
reconsideration, if new material comes to light.

Apart from this hoard, the excavations at Failaka have already produced in 1958 and
1959 some few coins found singly. Three of these are Seleucid copper coins from Susa
or Seleucia on the Tigris. One was struck by Seleucus I in the name of Alexander the
Great about 310-300 BC®), while the other two belong to the reign of Antiochus III,
223-187 BC, and are thus approximately contemporary with the hoard?). Few as they are,
these coins provide an excellent illustration of Failaka’s close economic connections with
the large cities of the eastern provinces of the Seleucid Empire. Connections to the
southward are illustrated by a modest little silver coin, a so-called drachma (Fig. 5, no. 1).
For this can be attributed to the Minaeans, an Arab tribe which lived in south Arabia
a few hundred miles north of the Aden area.

This coin is of particular interest on account of its great rarity. This minting was
previously only known from a single tetradrachma in Aberdeen, which is identical in all
details, and is illustrated in Fig. 5, no. 2. It is again an imitation of Alexander the Great’s
types, but the Greek inscription has here been replaced by the royal name Abyatha, written
in Old Arabian script. We know nothing of the reign of this Abyatha, but for stylistic
reasons one would be inclined to date these two coins to about 150 BC. The style is
moreover considerably more Greek than that of the imitations of Alexander’s coins in the
Failaka hoard, which is about 60 years older, so that the latter cannot have served as
prototypes for the Minaean die-cutters. Their inspiration came undoubtedly from the Greek
imitations of Alexander’s coins produced in Asia Minor and Phoenicia, as these have the
same broad and comparatively thin form.

As can thus be seen, the Danish excavations on Failaka have, through the coins they
have discovered, also contributed significant material for the understanding of the importance
of the island in Hellenistic times. And there is every reason to believe that continued
excavation will increase very considerably our knowledge of the history of this area. We
await with excitement the results of future years’ campaigns.

Otto Mgrkholm,

Den kongelige Mgnt- og Medaillesamling,
Copenhagen.

NOTER

1) Rostovtzeff, Social & Economic History of the Hellenistic World, I, s. 583, pl. LXVII, 4. 2) Dorothy
H. Cox, A Third Century Hoard of Coins from Gordion, s. 7, nr. 49-50. 3) Strabo 16, 3, 3 og 16, 4,
19. Se ogsd Rostovtzeff anf. verk I, s. 457-58. 4) Rostovtzeff anf. verk II, s. 702 og III, s. 1491, note
124. 5) Polybius 13, 9. ) KUML 1958, s. 197. Se Newell, Eastern Seleucid Mints, s. 110, nr. 297.
7) Newell, Eastern Seleucid Mints, s. 138, nr. 383 og s. 149, nr. 409 (denne mgnt kan eventuelt vere
slaet af Antiochos IV 175-164 £. C.).
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