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GUDMUND HATT

Under sit arbejde med opmadling af agervolde i de jyske heder havde Gudmund
Hatt stadig en student eller ung kandidat med sig som assistent. En overgang
var jeg denne assistent, og fra den tid mindes jeg tydeligt en bestemt situation:
Vi sad og spiste frokost sammen pd en hedestrekning i det gstlige Vendsyssel.
Det var en of disse smukke efterdrsdage, hvor det klare solskin legger varme i
alle landskabets farvetoner fra mgrkegront over brunt (il rgdgult. Omkring os
strakte de lave volde deres net ud i heden. Som tilfeldigt spredt ud over ter-
reenet li smd ovale hgje med en fordybning langs den ene side: rodvelter, dannet
af treer, der var veltet i storm og derved med rgdderne havde vredet jord op
ved deres ene side, si der lenge efter bliver som et ar i jordoverfladen. Maske
var det flere hundrede dr siden denne skov feldedes af stormen; og endda var
den groet op og blevet til hgjskov, siden jorden i en fjern fortid havde veret
dyrket. Rundt om i systemet af agervolde havde vi fundet grave, der stammede
fra de folk, der engang havde dyrket jorden.

Sa begyndte Hatt at tale om disse folk: Ligesom vi nu sad her, havde jern-
alderens bgnder siddet ude ved deres marker. De havde talt om lgst og fast,
bl. a. om hvordan nye sere begravelsesskikke var trengt ind sydfra. Nu var disse
skikke ndet Himmerland, og de ville vel ogsdé komme herop. Om nu det kunne
veere godt? Det var som om markerne rundt om os befolkedes med mennesker,
efterhinden som Hatt talte.

Der er ikke s lidt af en kunstner i Gudmund Hatt. Han har skrevet digte,
og som ung har han forfattet noveller. Jeg kan ikke se andet, end at der er en
sammenheng mellem dette og Haits gvrige virke. Utvivlsomt har den kunstnerisk
skabende evne veeret nerven ogsi i Hatts videnskabelige arbejde: evnen til ved
fantasiens hjelp at skabe helhed ud af de mange brudstykker. Nar han mgjsomme-
ligt samlede kendsgerninger ind om en fjern fortids agerbrug, som nu disse ager-
volde og alt det, der var knyttet til dem, — kunde han udbryde: »Vilde man nu
undersgge alt dette, dersom man ikke si noget i det«.

Denne evne til at se noget i tingene har gang pd gang givet sig udslag i Hatts
videnskabelige produktion. Som ung videnskabsmand havde han lagt merke
til visse ejendommeligheder ved snittet i de arktiske folks skinddragter. Fra
museumsstykke til museumsstykke forfulgte han dem. Andet fgjede sig til. Der
var dragtsnit og redskaber, som var karakteristiske for folk, der levede ved kyster
og drev fangst pd havet og i floderne. Et andet dragtsnit knyttede sig til sneskoen,
der satte mend i stand til at jage pd den lgse lette sne i skovene om wvinteren.
Af alle disse treek voksede teorien frem om de to vidt udbredte kulturlag: kyst-
kulturen og indlandskulturen, som har preeget de arktiske folks liv.

Stadig har Hatt denne intuition for de store sammenheng. Jeg tenker her
pé hans seneste arbejder over primitive agerbrug. I afhandlingen »Kornmoderen



i Amerika og Indonesien« pdviser han ved hjelp af et stort folkloristisk materiale
ideer, der er felles for agerbrugere pi begge sider af Stillehavet, og er dermed
inde pd de teorier, der nu ogsi fra anden side (Robert Heine-Geldern) er
fremsat om pdvirkninger fra Asien til Amerika i tiden helt tilbage ved vor tids-
regnings begyndelse.

Det virker mdske lidt i retning af en almindelighed, nir man taler om, hvor
vanskeligt videnskabsmandens arbejde kan veere. Den, der kigger i en moderne
afhandling om atomfysik, vil hurtigt blive klar over, at der kreeves stor ferdighed
i matematik og en helt ualmindelig evne til at danne sig forestillinger om ting,
der neesten ikke lader sig gribe af den menneskelige erkendelse, for at behandle
et sidant emne. Mindst lige sd vanskelig er i virkeligheden historikerens opgave.
At opfatte og gennem sin fantasi opbygge menneskers liv i en tidligere historisk
periode kreever ikke blot en fin kildekritisk teknik, men ogsd en vidtspendende
menneskelig erfaring og forstdelse, som kun er de ferreste givet. Og pd dette
omréde kan det helt fuldkomne og endegyldige aldrig nds. Det er en af grundene
til at historien bestandig mé skrives om. Store krav stilles ogsé til kulturgeografen.
Der behgves ikke blot et dybtgdende arbejde pi mange felter, men ogsi en
betydelig historisk forstdelse for at kunne fremstille et folks kultur i tilknytning
til det landomrdde, det lever pad.

Hatt har altid taget sin opgave som kulturgeograf og kulturhistoriker med
stor samvittighedsfuldhed. Jeg mindes en samtale med ham om en mand, der
ret letsindigt strgede om sig med ideer og teorier om fortiden. Hatt var vred:
Sadan en mand havde ikke forstielsen af, hvor alvorlige de opgaver, vi beskef-
tigede os med, var, og det burde han have at vide.

Hatt nedlagde et kempearbejde i de kulturgeografiske afsnit, som han selv
skrev til det store fire binds verk »Jorden og Menneskelivet«, som han i 1920°erne
udgav sammen med Martin Vahl. Trods de forlpbne tredve dar star der stadig
respekt om dette arbejde. Nar man indgdende har studeret et kulturgeografisk
emne og mener at have fundet frem til nye kendsgerninger og synspunkter, — og
derpd vender tilbage til Hatts veerk, hender det, at man opdager, han i virkelig-
heden har haft gje for de samme ting. Hatt har omfattet sin forskning med en
alvor, som er hans adelsmerke, og det vil sikkert vise sig, at nér tiden har rokket
ved meget af, hvad vi i vore dage betragter som videnskabens resultater, sd vil
tkke s lidt af Hatts arbejde blive stiende.

C. G. Feilberg.



GUDMUND HATT

In his work of measuring field boundaries in the heathland of Jutland Gud-
mund Hatt had always a student or a young postgraduate with him as his
assistant. At one time I was this assistant, and from this period I recall a
particular occasion. We were sitting eating lunch together on a stretch of moor-
land in east Vendsyssel. It was one of those beautiful autumn days when the
clear sunshine lends warmth to all the colours of the landscape from dark
green through brown to red-gold. Around us the low ridges spread their net
over the heath. Scattered as though at random over the landscape were small
oval mounds with a hollow along one side, sites where trees had been felled
by storm, and in falling had pulled up the soil at one side with their roots,
leaving for ever afterwards a scar in the surface of the ground. It may well
have been hundreds of years since this wood was felled by the storm; and yet
it had grown up to stand as a great forest, since the time when, in a distant past,
the earth on that spot had been tilled. Scattered among the system of field
boundaries we had found graves, which belonged to the people who once had
cultivated that soil.

Then Hatt began to talk of that people; even as we now sat here, so too had
the farmers of the Iron Age sat out by their fields. Their talk had ranged
widely, and among other subjects they had discussed new and outlandish burial
customs which were coming in from the south. These customs had now reached
Himmerland, and they would certainly come to Vendsyssel. Would that be a
good thing? It was as though the fields around us gradually filled with people
as Hatt talked.

There is much of the artist in Gudmund Hatt. He has written poetry, and
in his youth short stories. As I see it, there is a connection between this and
Hatt’s other work. Undoubtedly the capacity for artistic creation has been the
mainspring of Hatt’s scientific work, the capacity of employing a controlled
imagination to form a whole out of many fragments. In his patient collection
of facts concerning the agriculture of a distant past, facts such as these field
boundaries and all that was associated with them, he could pause and interject,
“Now, would one investigate all this, if one couldn’t see anything in it?”

This ability to see something in things has time and again shown itself in
Hatt’s scientific production. As a young research worker he had noticed certain
peculiarities in the cut of the fur clothes of arctic peoples. He pursued these
peculiarities from museum specimen to museum specimen. Other evidence ap-
peared. There was a type of clothing and of tools, which appeared to be
characteristic of peoples who lived on the coasts and based their livelihood on
sea and river hunting. Another type of dress associated itself with snowshoes,
which permitted men to hunt in the light loose snow of the winter forests. From



all these observations grew up the theory of the two widely spread strata of
culture which have influenced the life of the arctic peoples, the coast culture
and the inland culture.

Hatt has consistently possessed this intuitive grasp of coherence within the
broad picture. I think here of his latest work within the field of primitive
agriculture. In his treatise “Kornmoderen i Amerika og Indonesien” (The Corn
Mother in America and Indonesia) he demonstrates by means of a large body
of folklore ideas which were common to agriculturalists on both sides of the
Pacific, and thereby adds weight to the theories which have also been put for-
ward elsewhere (by Robert Heine-Geldern) of influences reaching from Asia to
America in a period going back to the commencement of the Christian Era.

It may seem almost a labouring of the obvious to point out how difficult
the work of the researcher can be. Anyone who glances at a modern treatise
on atomic physics will quickly realise that it requires a high degree of mathe-
matical skill and a quite extraordinary ability to form a conception of things
which it is almost impossible for human comprehension to grasp, to be able to
treat of such a subject. But at least equally difficult is in truth the task of
the historian. To understand, and in imagination to reconstruct, the way of
life of men in an earlier historical period demands not only a fine technique of
source-criticism but also a broad human experience and understanding such as
only few are granted. And in this field a complete and final answer can never
be given. That is one of the reasons why history must continually be rewritten.
Great are the demands, too, made of the researcher into cultural geography.
There is need not only for thoroughgoing investigation in many fields, but also
for a considerable historical understanding, to be able to paint a picture of a
people’s culture in relationship to the physical environment in which they live.

Hatt has always taken his work as cultural geographer and cultural historian
with deep conscientiousness. I recall a conversation with him concerning a man
who somewhat casually scattered broadcast theories and ideas concerning the
past. Hatt was angry: such a man completely failed to understand how serious
the tasks we set ourselves were, and he should be told so.

Hait embodied a gigantic labour in the cultural-geographical section which
he wrote for the large four-volume work “Jorden og Menneskelivet” (The Earth
and the Life of Man), which he published in the 1920’s together with Martin
Vahl. Despite the thirty years which have passed this work is still regarded with
respect. When one has studied deeply some aspect of cultural geography, and
is of the opinion that one has discovered new facts and viewpoints, then it
often happens that, on returning to Hatt’s work, one discovers that he has
already in fact made the same observations. Seriousness is the badge of honour
which marks Hatt’s attitude to his researches, and there is no doubt that, when
time has shaken much of what we in our day regard as the results of science,
then no small part of Hatt's work will stand.

C. G. Feilberg.

University of Copenhagen.
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