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Efter tempera af Emilie Demant Hatt 1928.
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GUDMUND HATT

Som et frisk prust — ja netop prust for pust er for fint — kom i tyverne Hait
jagende ind over den hjemlige arkeologiske markforskning forsaavidt denne an-
gik bopladser hustomter og agre, specielt jernalderens. Vist saa havde National-
museet erfaring paa disse felter, men dets folk var nu nok dengang noget hem-
mede af den gamle i halvfemserne indgvede lidt tyranniske udgravningsteknik
der kunde lade arkeologen vende hjem fra marken havende gjort sin skyldighed
overfor kvadratmetersystemet mere end for de livets realiteter dette dekkede over.
Hatt var, da han kom til Nationalmuseet, en paa andre omraader end det ar-
keeologiske allerede moden og prgvet forsker. Han brgd igennem. Det var ikke
hans sag at blive staaende ved tekniken. Jeg har for en snes aar siden, ved
given lejlighed og ud fra personlig erfaring, skrevet om Hatts indsats fglgende
som kan gentages her:

»Der kan neppe reade Tvivl om, at adskillige af den eldre Tids Boplads-
undersggelser, der beskriver Kulturlag, Stenlegninger etc., i Virkeligheden har
drejet sig om Huslevninger, hvis Art og Omfang ikke er blevet erkendt. At
Stenleegninger paa Jernaldersbopladser som Regel ikke betegner selve Husplad-
serne men derimod Rummet umiddelbart udenfor dem (de brolagte Gaards-
pladser, Veje og Stier), skyldes Hatts Paavisning, ligesom det er ham, der har
lert danske Arkeologer den wvanskelige Kunst at erkende Sporene af Oldtids-
huse, der ikke er blevet gdelagt ved Ild«.

Et klart og sterkt overblik forenedes hos Hatt med ngje viden om detaillen.
Med massiv energi, utreettelig og med krasse fordringer til sig selv og andre,
kastede Hatt sig ind i arbejdet, og hvad fik han ikke udrettet! Se hans lis-
terere produktion. Jernalderbondens hele virke, hans existensgrundlag og leve-
vilkaar, belyses af den fyldt som den er af kendsgerninger. I lange tider wvil
hungrige arkeologer ty til de Hatt'ske afhandlingers struttende gryder. Hans
to hovedemner er jo oldtidshuse og oldtidsagre. Fra plads til plads har han
flyttet sit telt henover Nord- og Vestjylland, afspgt sine strog som en bred
brummende humlebi. Skgrbek Solbjerg Fredsp Ginderup Rgdklit Ngrre-Fjand
Olksbgl, — et udpluk blot blandt et mylder af blomster. Og for erkendelsen paa-
visningen og sikringen af vore jyske oldtidsagre har jo Hatt veeret foregangs-
mand og profet.

Det maa da saa glede ham, at den neeste generations danske arkeologer
evner andet og mere end blot passivt tage imod og drage nytte af hans bedrifter.
At de ogsaa kan selv!

Johannes Brgndsted.



GUDMUND HATT

Like a fresh squall — squall indeed, for breeze is too light a word — Hatt came
storming in the Twenties in over archeological field-work in Denmark, at least
the field-work which covered settlements house-sites and fields, especially of
the Iron Age. True that the National Museum had experience in these matters,
but its people were at that time to a degree inhibited by the old and somewhat
tyrannical excavation technique worked out in the Nineties, which could allow
the archeologist to return home from his site with service fully paid to the
square-meter-system rather than to the realities of life which it covered. When
Hatt came to the National Museum he was already, in other fields than the
archeological, a tried and mature research-worker. He broke through. He was
not one who would stand still before an established technique. A score of years
ago I had occasion to write the following, from personal experience, about Hatt’s
contribution:

“It can scarcely be doubted that several of the earlier investigations of
settlements, which describe culture levels, stone-settings, and the like, in fact
dealt with remains of houses, the type and extent of which were not recognised.
That stone-settings on Iron-Age settlements as a rule do not comprise the actual
house-sites but on the contrary the area immediately surrounding them (the
cobbled yards, roads and paths) is a view which we owe to Hatt’s researches,
just as it is he who has taught Danish archeologists the difficult art of re-
cognising the traces of prehistoric houses which have not been destroyed by
fire”

Hatt united a clear and powerful breadih of view with a close attention to
detail. With massive energy, untiringly and with harsh demands upon himself
and others, Hatt threw himself into his work — with results that measured up
to the effort. Look only at his literary production! The whole way of life and
work, the basic premises of existence of the Iron-Age farmer is here illuminated
by a wealth of facts. Long will researchers dip into the overflowing cauldrons
of Hatt’s treatises. His two main subjects are, of course, prehistoric houses
and prehistoric fields. From site to site he moved his tent over north and west
Jutland, quartering his ground like a burly buzzing bumble-bee. Skgrbek Sol-
bjerg Fredsg Ginderup Rgdklit Ngrre-Fjand Oksbgl — a handful only among a
riot of flowers. And for the recognition, demonstration and preservation of
our prehistoric fields of Jutland Hatt was pioneer and prophet.

It must give him satisfaction that the next generation of Danish archeologists
can do other and more than passively accept and exploit his achievements. That
they also can pioneer!

Johannes Brgndsted,

National Museum of Copenhagen.
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