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THE ROYAL DANISH GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
1876 - 1976

The Royal Danish Geographical Society was founded
on the 18th of November 1876, and the first volume of
Geografisk Tidsskrift appeared the following year. The
rapidly increasing collections of books, periodicals and
maps were placed and catalogued during the period 1877-
1885. In 1885 Professor Ed. Erslev retired from the post as
secretary and was succeeded by Knight Commander
Otto Irminger who functioned until 1903, when Profes-
sor O. Olufsen took over the post and reorganized fi-
nances as well as the publishing activities. The following
years a considerable expansion took place brought about
by the many expeditions, after World War Ithe character
of expeditions changed. They were no longer travels for
the sake of exploring unknown countries, but more expe-
ditions with well-defined research goals and so, the So-
ciety had to adapt its activities to the demands and pos-
sibilities of a new era. In 1923 Professor Olufsen was suc-
ceeded by the major-general E. Castonier as secretary
of the Society, and in 1931 Dr. phil. Niels Nielsen took
over this post. In 1959 an attachment to the Geographical
Institute of the Copenhagen University became a natu-
ral development and enabled the Society to adapt its
activities to presentday’s research work. In 1956, Profes-
sor Axel Schou was appointed secretary general from
which post he retired in 1971,

Mader i ssesonen 1976-77

1. made den 12. oktober 1976:

Afdelingsmeteorolog J. T. Duun-Christensen: Vars-
ling og forudsigelse af stormfloder.

Professor, dr. N. Kingoe Jacobsen: Stormfloder og
den fysiske planlegning,

2. mpde den 7. december 1976: Festaften: Professor dr.
Axel Schou: Geografisk Selskab 100 4r, Uddeling af
Egede medaljen, Galathea medaljen og Vitus Bering
medaljen.

Professor, dr. S. Thorarinsson: At leve pi en vulkan,

3. mede den 1. februar 1977:

Professor, dr. N. Kingo Jacobsen: Den XXIII Inter-
nationale Geografkongres i Moskva 1976.

Professor, dr. Safus Christiansen: Landbrugssympo-
siet i Odessa.

4. made den 1. marts 1977:

Universitetslektor, dr. Torben Wolff: Det lykkelige
Arabien.

5. made 29, marts 1977:

Professor, dr. Johs. Nicolaisen: Penan - et jegerfolk
i Sarawak, Nord-Borneo.



