HELGE LARSEN
25-2 1905 - 14-2 1984

Med Helge Larsens daed er et punktum sat i en udforsk-
ning af eskimokulturens oprindelse, -der startede med
Steensby, Hatt, Birket-Smith og Therkel Mathiassen, og
hvor Helge Larsen reprzsenterede yngste generation
blandt de store gamle. Hans store indsats kan karaktense-
res gennem arbejderne fra @stgrenland, hvor han deltog i
3-Ars-ckspeditionen til Chr. X's Land 1931-32, i Cou-
tauld-ekspeditionen ul @stgrenland 1 1935 og 1 Lauge
Kochs @stgrenlands-ekspedition 1937, Fra 1939 il 1950
foretog Helge Larsen arkzologiske forskningsrejser til Ala-
ska, et 12-arigt samarbejde med Alaskas Universitet i
Fairbanks reprasenteret ved dr. Fr. Rainey. I 1939 kendte
man i Alaska kun den af Therkel Mathiassen opdagede og
beskrevne Thule-kultur, Det lykkedes Helge larsen ved
Point Hope at finde en kultur, der var =Idre end den neo-
eskimoske og stzrkt indlandspreget (Ipintaq), d.v.s. den
blev af ham identificeret med Steensbys og Birket-Smiths
palzo-eskimoiske kultur.

Helge Larsen har veret medlem af Geografisk Selskabs
rad gennem mere end 30 ar, og han modtog i 1955 selska-
bets Hans Egede medalje for fremragende forskning inden
for polarlandene. Han var redakter af Meddelelser om
Grenland fra 1959 til 1975. Siden 1976 representerede
han Nationalmuseet i Knud Rasmussen Fondet. Helge
Larsen blev overinspekter ved Nationalmuseet og leder af
Etnografisk Samling efter K. Birket-Smith. Han var af ud-
dannelse geograf, som de avrige navnte arkzologer og et-
nografer. Selskabet skylder ham megen tak for samarbej-
det gennem de mange ar, dels i den periode, hvor selska-
bet havde til huse pd Nationalmuseet (1932-60) og dels
siden, hvor han 1 haj grad formidlede det nere samkvem
geografer og etnografer imellem.

Han vil blive husket og savnet.

N. Kingo Jacobsen

EGEDE MEDAILLEN

Det Kongelige Danske Geografiske Selskabs Egede Me-
daille i selv er indstiftet pa gencralforsmalingen den 28,
april 1916, Den tildeles »fortrinsvis for geografiske
Undersegelser og forskninger 1 Polarlandene«,

EGEDE MEDAILLEN ER TILDELT:

Freuchen, Peter 20. 5.1921 bd. 26 s. 39
Hansen, Godfred 20, 5.1921 bd. 26 5. 39
Porsild, Morten P. 20, 5.1921 bd. 26s. 39
Rasmussen, Knud 2.12.1924 bd. 28 s. 3
Amundsen, Roald 15. 9.1925 bd. 285 129
Koch, Lauge 1.11,1927 bd. 30s. 209
Watkins, H. G. 2. 3.1932 bd. 35 s. 1
Mathiassen, Therkel 6.12.1932 bd. 355 168
Mikkelsen, Ejnar 10. 1.1933 bd. 36 s. 2
Birket-Smith, Kaj 5.12.1933 bd. 36s. 145
Ahlmann, Hans W:son 2. 2.1937 bd. 40s. VII
Hannesson, Palmi 4.11.1947 bd. 48 5. VII
Knuth, Eigil 18.11.1951 bd. 51 s. VIII
Larsen, Helge 1. 2.1955 bd. 54 s. v
Fuchs, Vivian 30. 4.1959 bd. 58 5. VI
Siple, Paul A. 2. 2.1960 bd. 59s5. X
Dansgaard, W. 2.11.1971 bd. 705, IX
Fristrup, Berge 2.11.1971 bd. 70s. XI
Ellitsgaard-Rasmussen, K. 7.12.1976 bd. 76 s. X
Meldgaard, J. 7.12.1976 bd. 76 s. X
Fredskild, Bent 4.11.1980 bd. §1 s. X
Gstrem, Gunnar 12.10.1982 bd. 83 s. v
Trevor Lloyd 10. 4.1984 bd. 845, IV

III



Professor, dr. scient. Trevor Lloyd

Preesidenten, Hans Kongelige Hejhed, Prins Henrik, udtalte ved overraskkelsen:

Dr. Trevor Lloyd, you have during a long spare of time
worked intensively and with outstanding results on the
geography of the Arctic. Therefore, the society has de-
cided to bestowe on you its Hans Egede medal.

Since the foundation in 1916 this medal has only been
conferred on 22 arctic scientists, and you will be the first
Canadian on the list. You have travelled a lot to cover the
enormous polar regions from Alaska in the west via the
Canadian Arctic and Greenland to northern Scandinavia.
You have been changing domicile several times.

You were born in Wales, educated and Dr. scient. from
Bristol, professor at Dartmouth College, Hanover, USA,
before settling down as professor in geography at McGill
University, Montreal. Very close connections to Denmark
were established during your appointment as consul for
Canada in Godthdb, Greenland, during the 2nd world
war. We are highly indebted to you for your actions on
duty and for the enlightment you have given to Canadian
authorities about the Danish scientific activities in the
Thule area and the pelar region as such. Your knowledge

v

about arctic expeditions is impressing - partly in connec-
tion with the fight for reaching the North Pole and partly
the activities of the Knud Rasmussen expeditions. Since
the establishment of the Thule station, 75 years ago, the
Canadians must have felt a strong influence partly on El-
lesmere [sland and during the 5th Thule expedition in the
whole Canadian Arctic. Your own activities have been
concentrated on the modermn development of the vast
area, the Northwest Territories and Labrador, and you
have been the first chief of Geographical Bureau, Govern-
ment of Canada, as well as director of Center of Northern
Studies of Research, McGill University, Montreal. Further
vou have been director of the Arctic Institute of North
America and formerly editor of its journal »Arctic«.

You are by this internationally known as an expert on
the geography of the Arctic, and you have in an outstand-
ing way contributed to the knowledge of especially the
Canadian Arctic. This is why the Royal Danish Geogra-
phical Society tonight honour vou with its Hans Egede
medal.



