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The Faroe Islands, which are an autonomous part of the
Kingdom of Denmark situated in the North Atlantic be-
tween lceland and Scotland, reached with the beginning of
1984 a population of nearly 45,000. During the last de-
cade it has increased by 12.6%, an annual rate of increase
of 1.2%. Both the production- and the export structure
deviates much from the remaining Denmark, as fishing
industry is the basal trade, see e.g. R. Guttesen (1982).
The demographic development including the mi-
grations has previously been described by this author (see
list of references), but also a number of official publi-
cations are available, e.g. Det Radgivende Udvalg v.
Fzreerne (1969) and Danmarks Statistik (1979), whose
population prognoses and estimates of growth rates have
appeared to be realistic only in some aspects. The devel-
opment in fertility and mortality rates has held rather
well, while the assumptions related to the migrations, es-
pecially in the older publications, clearly missed the mark.
The main reason for this disjuncture is that the crisis in
the capitalistic world economy, that started with the so-
called oil crisis in 1973, had been an unforeseen factor, or
had at least unforeseen effects. Previous economic crises,
as in the 30's and 50's, induced increased emigrations
from the Faroes, R. Guttesen (1970 and 1971). But in
1973 and the following vears the migration streams be-
haved directly opposite. For the first time since the first
post-war years, when quite special conditions played a
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Fig. 1. Flow diagram showing the development in fertility rate (x)
and monrality rate (y), shown as a negative figure, as its impact
on the natural increase rate - the oblique lines - is negative, 1966
to 1982, Faroe Islands. Sources: Landsfolkayvirlitid (div. yrs.),
Davidsen (1980).

Fig. 1. Diagrammet viser udviklingen i fertilitetskvotienten (x) og
mortaliterskvotienten (v), der her er afbildet som en negativ
storrelse, da den indvirker negativi pa befolkningens naturlige
veekstkvotient, som er afbildet pd de skrd linjer { figuren. 1966 til
1982, Feroerne.

role, the Faroes experienced a net-immigration. Further-
more, this new tendency has continued.

It is the aim of this paper to describe and analyse this
phenomenon, together with related aspects of the popu-
lation development.

Fig. 1 shows that the fertility rate since the mid-sixties
has been falling - from about 26%o to about 17%e. In the



EXTERNAL MIGRATION, in %

immigration

18

40%. 38 36 34 32 30 28 26 24 22
emigration
Fig. 2. Flow diagram showing the development in emi- and im-
migration rates. The net migration can be read on the oblique
lines in the diagram. 1966 to 1982, Faroe [slands. Sources: as fig.
1.
Fig. 2. Diagrammer viser udviklingen i ud- og indvandringen. Re-
lative tal. Nettomigrationen kan afleses pd diagrammoets skrd lin-
Jer. 1966 til 1982, Faroerne.

beginning of the 80's, however, the rate has decreased. It
can furthermore be expected that the »bulge« from the
60's in the near future will result in a slightly increasing
fertility rate.

The mortality rate has in the period been quite stable
around 7%, with deviations to both sides up to 1%w, but
with no clear tendency, though the population is aging,

Together these two rates are giving the natural increase
rate that, as a consequence of the decreasing fertility rate,
has been reduced from 18%e to about 10%e. Compared
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Fig. 3. Diagrams showing the development i emi- and immigra-
tion when the streams are divided into two main age groups and
sexes. Only migration to and from Denmark is included. Figures
for 1969 and 70 are not available. 1966 1o 1982, Faroe Islands.
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! average standard average

| rate deviation rate deviation

!1966-?1 20.7 1.5 0.1 5.2

| 1972-77 29.8 2.2 28.5 2.7
1978-82 25.9 1.4 25.5 1.7

Table 1. The average rates of migrations for three periods. The
standard deviations indicate the fluctuations in the examined
periods.

Tabel 1. De gennemsnitlige migrationsrater for tre kvalitative fors-
keflige perioder. Standardafvigelserne viser svingningerne i de
pdgeeldende perioder.

with the remaining Denmark, one has to turn back to the
40’s to find a natural increase rate of 10%o or more.

The two other components that are determining the
real increase rate, emi- and immigration, are delineated in
fig. 2. The figure naturally falls into three periods. The

Sirst — 1966 to 1971 - is characterized by a relatively low

immigration to the Faroese together with a strongly fluc-
tuating emigration - one that in this priod reaches its hig-
hest relative value (1970: 39.3%0) since the massive emi-
grations in the 50's. The second period - 1972 to 1977 -
differs from the first in having a much higher immigra-
tion. This, in addition to an emigration of about the same
size as in the previous period resulted, for the first time in
more than 35 years, in a net immigration to the Faroes.
The third period - 1978 10 1982 - has as a whole a falling
tendency for both emi- as well as immigration and with
less fluctuations from year to year such as testified by the
figures for the standard deviation in table 1.

As stated by Ewerett 5. Lee (1966) selectivity is one of
the laws of migrations; and it has previously been shown
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Fig. 3. Diagrammet viser udviklingen | ud- og indvandrings-
strommene med hensyn il ken og lo hovedaldersklasser. Der er
ikke publiceret tal for 1969 og 70. Figuren omfatter kun
strommene til og fra Danmark. 1966 til 1982, Feraerne. Source:
Danmarks Statistik (1979), Danm. Stat.: Befolkningens beveegel-
ser fdiv, yrs.).
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that also the streams examined here follow this law, R.
Guttesen (1970 and 1971). Thus, as much as 50% of the
net migration from the Faroes were women 15-19 years
old in the period 1961 to 1968, a period with a relatively
high emigration rate.

The analysis of the migrations, as shown in fig. 2 with
the following grouping in three periods, leads to the ques-
tion whether these periods differ qualitatively in age- and
sex structure?

The character of the statistical material available unfor-
tunately gives problems, as there are no figures for the
age- and sex structure related to the migrations to and
from the Faroes and the world as a whole, only for the
streams between the Faroes and the remaining Denmark,
but these usually make up more than 8§0% of the total,
Furthermore - regarding detailed figures for the mi-
grations — the years 1969 and 1970 are missing in the
Danish statistical publications.

Fig. 3a-b shows for the analysed period how the two
numerically most important age groups: 15 to 24 and 25
to 44 years - for both men and women develop Tor emi-
and immigration. Those 0-14 years old are considered
passive migrants, and those over 44 vears constitute an
insignificant group, e.g. in 1975 only 5.2% of the gross
number.

Regarding the emigration, the tendency is quite clear
for both men and women, as the younger age group in
both cases has a decreasing share. For the men, the two
groups are tending to be of the same size in the later years,
while the young women - despite a decrease in relative
numbers - still make up the largest group.

The same tendencies can be read from the figures for
the immigration, of which the majority must be regarded
as persons returning to the Faroes after some years of stay
in Denmark. For the men the age groups are changing
place, as age group 25-44 for the last seven years has been
the largest group. The two delineated age groups of
women do not yet cross each other, but have clearly been
approaching.

The impact of the changing migration tendencies, fig. 2,
together with the different weight of the main migrating
groups, fig. 3, are, concerning the age- and sex structure,
shown in the »pyramids« on fig. 4. Here the average struc-
ture for three contiguous years have been computed to
avoid incidental yearly fluctuations.

1966-68 is a typical emigration period. The net mi-
gration »pyramid« illustrates that only the group of women
between 25-29 years has a net immigration and that it is
very little. All the other groups show a net emigration, and
for the most part, young women between 15-19 years.

1973-75 are three contiguous years with net immigra-
tion, and these immigrants are from all the age groups
except from the above-mentioned group of young women.
It is also clear that this »pyramid« is more top-heavy, as
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AGE STRUCTURE OF THE MET MIGRATIONS IN 3
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Fig. 4. Net migration »pyramids« for three selected periods in
absolute numbers. Faroe Islands. Source: Danmarks Statistik:
Stat. Arbog (div. yrs.), Danm. Stat.. Befolkningens bevaegelser
(div. yrs.).

Fig. 4. Nettovandrings»pyramider« visende tre udvalgie perioder |
absolutte 1al. Faroerne.

net immigration

the largest group of immigrants are those between 25 and
29 vears.

1979-81 is a period with a near balance between the two
streams, or more ¢xactly, a net immigration of only 46.
This situation gives a third type of »pyramid« that has net
cmigration for both sexes in the age groups 15-19 as well
as 20-24. On the other hand, there is a net immigration
for all other significant groups.

When the figures for natural increase and for the net
migration are combined, as done in fig. 5, it gives a pic-
ture of the demographic situation as a whole, where the
real increase rate, read on the oblique lines in the figure,
displays significant fluctuations: between -2.2% in 1970
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Fig. 5. The natural increase rate (y) com-
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bined with the net migration rate (x) to-
gether give the real increase rate that is

®  read on the oblique lines. 1966 10 1982,
Faroe Islands. Sources: as fig. 1.
‘5” Fig. 5. Den naturlige vakstrate {y) sam-
g men med nelto migrationsraten (x) giver
145 tilsammen befolkningens faktiske vekst
5 aflest pd figurens skrd finfer. 1966 til
12% 1982, Faraerne.
=4

and +18.8%e in 1975. The tendency towards stabilizing or
diminishing fluctuations that was discussed in connection
with fig. 2 can, of course, also be found in this figure,
where the real increase rate for the last 10 years fluctuates
about ¥ 4 to each side of 12%x.

This recent trend -towards a stabilization of the mi-
gration streams cannot, however, be used as an arguement
to forecast a prolonging of these trends. The migrations
are especially sensitive to changes in social conditions in
the place of origin and the place of destination. This is
expressed in the so-called push and pull effect, whose
complicated aspects are too voluminous to be analysed
here, however. Some of them have been discussed in
other connections, e.g. R. Guttesen (1982 and 1983 a, b, c,
d). In short, some of the main factors that have reduced
the push effect are: a general increase in the standard of
living on the Faroes, an increasing number of jobs for
women and particularly in the fishing industry in the me-
dium-sized villages, better infrastructure, better education
opportunities for young people, and too, an increasing de-
mand for educated people.

On the other hand, it is clear that the economic crisis at
the point of destination has, broadly speaking, reduced
the pull effect: the number of unemployed is today over
300,000 in Denmark, the housing conditions have not im-
proved, admissions to many branches of education has
been reduced. These are some of the main points.

However, this is not to say that the social and economic
development on the Faroes has been without crises and
problems, For instance the fishery stopped totally as the
price system in effect for fish landed on the Faroes broke
down in 1975, and again in 1981 the state had to inter-
vene when the world market prices for fish products de-
clined, described e.g. in R. Guttesen (1980 and 1981).

Resumé

De sidste ti1 4rs monster i migrationerne Uil og fra Ferserne har
fremvist helt nye tendenser, som afviger meget fra, hvad der er
beskrevet for tidligere perioder, se fieks. R. Guttesen (1970).

v 79, ERN S
; 77 75
VAN T
3 e ., , 78"
\ ; a1 ™ \'\ 10
-‘.\ / . o \\
Fel \\ ™,
P b hY
=10 -B -6 4 0 2 4

. -2
emigration «— net migration —s immigration

6 8

Bortset fra ¢t enkelt 4r lige efier Verdenskrigen, havde der varet
en sterre eller mindre nettoudvandring fra Fereerne. Med hen-
syn til alders- og kensfordeling blev resultatet, at det i haj grad
var kvinder i aldersgruppe 135-19 ar, der udvandrede. De ud-
giorde siledes hele 50% af nettoudvandringen i perioden 1361-
1968.

Men fra 1973 skifter billedet, se fig. 2. Det bliver da til en
betydelig netwoindvandring, og billedet holder sig faktisk nogen-
lunde konstant de felgende ar. I perioden 1973 til 82 er der seks
ar med nettoindvandring og kun fire med nettoudvandring, men
disse udvandringstal nar langt fra tallene fra 60°erne i sterrelse.
Det er is®r vandringerne til Faroerne, der er steget, medens fra-
vandringerne har ligeet pd nogenlunde samme leje.

Ud fra fig. 2 opdeles forlebet i tre perioder, 1966-71, 1972-77
og 1678-82, der kan karakteriseres ud fra tallene for hhv. ud-,
ind-, og nettovandringen. Intentionen var at undersege disse pe-
rioder m.h.t. alders- og kensfordelingen, men der er problemer
med den publicerede statistik. Der findes kun opgerelser pi ken
og aldersgrupper for vandringerne mellem Fareemne og Dan-
mark. Endvidere mangler der, i denne rzkke oplysninger for
arene 1969 og 70. Det var derfor nedvendigt at begrzense perio-
derne til drene 1966-68, 1973-75 og 1979-81, som representerer
typiske udvandringsdr, indvandringsdr samt 4r med omtrentlig
ligevagt. Det viser sig, at pyramiderne, fig. 4 for disse typear ogsa
bliver meget forskellige i struktur. Der har endvidere i den under-
sogle arrekke veret tendens til, at de yngre aldersklasser har af-
tagende andel i migrationerne, medens de =ldres andel vokser, se
fig. 3.

De bagvedliggende faktorer, der indvirker pa forskellig vis pa
vandringernes »push and pulle, kan ikke behandles i denne korte
artikel. Der henvises til andre af forfatterens afhandlinger, som
dog heller ikke gor billedet fuldstzndigt.
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Land use aspects of shifting cultivation was studied with chite-
mene shifting cultivation of Northern Zambia as an example. An
area of 250 ha was mapped. Apparently, ciltivation follows a cycle
over time, where new gardens are only opened in alternating
years. Selected, single households were studied for land use and
hectarage of afl cultivated fields.

Peter Stremeaard, Ph.D., research scolarship, Geographical Insti-
tute, University of Copenhagen, Haraldsgade 68, 2100 Copenha-
gen @,
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For any description of a shifting cultivation system, the
use of land is an important factor - the constantly chang-
ing area under crop and the likewise changing fallow area
constitute the backbone of the system. The mapping of
land use always presents a problem in the study of agricul-
ture, either the changing land use is strictly connected to
the agricultural potentialities of the soil (the Yatanga, Up-
per Volta; Marchal, 1977), the crops grown {Nigeria; Uzo-
zie, 1971) or the exchange between farmers, herdsmen
and fishermen (West Africa; Scott, 1979), The changing
land use is moreover often obscured by complicated frag-
mentations, reflecting social structures in the society
{Ghana: Hunter, and Ntitri, 1978); the last situation, how-
ever, mostly found in the more semi-permanent types of
agriculture.

Traditional agricultural systems are often described
with little emphasis on the actual extent of the land util-
ized, which is quite understandable, as rather detailed
field work is necessary to reveal this. Mostly the descrip-
tions cover agricultural economy, seil fertility and pro-
duction only (Kunstadter et al., 1978; Thailand), and the
land use is - if it is introduced - only characterized by the
stage of regrowth or age of fields, with no connection to
any specific farmer (Axelsen, 1978; Botswana). This type
of study, where a whole village is studied as a unit, with
the surrounding fields characterized only by their land
use, might be useful for a description of the society, but
not of the single farmer.



