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Terminology 

 

Sex work: The sale or trade of consensual sexual services for a resource – money 

or goods (Mac & Smith 2018: 1). Sex work is an umbrella term for many types 

of work including online, stripping, and full-service sex work (ibid.). 

 

Sex worker: An adult who receives ‘money or goods in exchange for the 

consensual provision of sexual services’ (Amnesty International 2016: 6). It is a 

politicised term, generally used when sex workers and their allies engage in 

political work (Grant 2014: 125). Within this article, the term sex worker 

includes individuals who sell consensual sex but might not personally identify 

with the term. The terms prostitute and prostitution will be used throughout, in 

order to be true to the language of the viewpoints discussed or to remain 

consistent with quotes. 

 

Decriminalisation: A movement for the removal of criminalising measures 

targeted at or impacting sex workers and their ability to conduct their work 

safely (Amnesty International 2016: 5). It does not promote the 

decriminalisation of ‘human trafficking, forced labour or any other exploitative 

practices’ (ibid.). 
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