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Introduction
Textiles influenced and embellished Roman life, they 
accompanied their wearers’ daily life and wrapped 
them at their funerals. They were a basic need, a 
protection against climatic conditions such as heat, 
cold and rain, a way to express identity, gender, status, 
aesthetic decisions and much more. In a sense, textiles 
were the wrappings of Roman society, and an iconic 
sensory medium to showcase morals and taste. 
When discussing textiles and their role in Roman 
archaeology, the focus is usually on garments, fashion, 
and attire (Croom 2002; Edmondson and Keith 2008; 
Harlow and Nosch 2014; Campanile et al. 2017; Radicke 
2022), sometimes on interior furnishing (De Moor 
and Fluck 2009), on their funerary milieux (Carroll 
and Wild 2012) or their production, infrastructures 
and tools (Wilson 2003; Flohr 2013; 2017). As classical 
history and art history were the disciplines that 
traditionally dealt with textiles and dress, often 

only written and pictorial sources were considered 
– partly owing to the issues with organic materials 
and textile preservation in Europe. The climatological 
conditions in Europe, especially in the Mediterranean 
countries, do not favour anaerobic conditions in 
which textiles are preserved. Many archaeological 
textiles were lost due to a lack of interest or attention 
or for not being considered primary archaeological 
evidence (Peacock 2005, 32–33; Gleba and Mannering 
2012, 2–3). Furthermore, the varied textile sources 
(epigraphy, written sources, production tools and 
spaces, iconography, textile pseudomorphs, etc.) and 
the challenging task of merging them is still one of 
the greatest obstacles to understanding Roman textile 
production (Wild 2004, 23–24). Textiles and fibres 
are not often preserved because they are organic. 
However, they do survive in contact with metallic 
objects through mineralisation. The corrosion of the 
metal generates a cast around the fibres that are in 
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direct contact with it. The cast preserves the external 
morphology and dimensions of the textile without 
much alteration (Chen et al. 1998; Andersson Strand 
et al. 2010, 151–152; Gleba and Busana, forthcoming).
In recent decades, archaeological textile finds from 
the Roman Empire have been compiled and reported 
in publications (Castelo Branco and Ferreira, 1971; 
Alfaro Giner 2001; Rast-Eicher 2001; Alfaro Giner 
2005; Gleba 2008; Giuliani et al. 2011a; Gostenčnik 
2012; Möller-Wiering and Subbert 2012; Wild 2012; 
Cerdán and Rodríguez Peinado 2013; Grömer 2014; 
Ciccola et al. 2020; Médard 2020, 212–275; Busana 
and Gleba 2021; Morgado-Roncal 2021a; Bustamante-
Álvarez et al. 2023). This paper draws attention to 
Roman archaeological textiles in context, especially 
to those preserved in direct contact with coins. 

Archaeological textiles are frequently preserved 
through mineralisation attached to metal objects such 
as fibulae, buckles, necklaces, etc. However, a rarely 
mentioned phenomenon detailed here is textiles 
preserved on coins dating from the first century to 
the sixth century CE from the Roman provinces of 
Hispania, Noricum, and Pannonia.

Case studies: evidence of Roman textiles attached to 
coins
Coins with textiles attached to them have been found in 
different types of archaeological settings: settlements, 
graves, and hoards. First, three examples from a 
military vicus, a Roman domus and a grave dating to 
the third century CE and Late Antiquity from Hispania 
and, secondly, other textile specimens from a hoard 

Fig. 1: Roman coins from Puente Castro, León (Spain) with textiles attached. Photography of the remains (coins 50, 49, and analysed 
sample); microphotography of the sample (Images: after Ángel Morillo Cerdán and IPCE, Instituto de Patrimonio Cultural de España)
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antonians, one minted by Philip the Arab (numbers 
51, 244 to 247 CE) and two by Gordian III (numbers 
50, 242 to 244 CE; number 49, 240 CE). Overall, the 
bursa dates to the mid-third century CE and it has 
enabled the final date of the site to be identified (260 
to 270 CE) (Morillo Cerdán and Rodríguez Peinado 
2013, 327). 
In 2006, two textile samples were analysed through 
optical microscopy, microchemical testing, and x-ray 
fluorescence spectroscopy. The thread count of the 
fabric is 12 to 13 threads per cm and different thickness 
were determined for the warp and weft threads, 

which creates a very loose and irregular cloth (Morillo 
Cerdán and Rodríguez Peinado 2013, 335). Indeed, 
some deformation is observable in all the fragments 
based on the cited thread density. It was identified as 
tabby with combined spin directions (z-single yarns 
in the weft and s-single yarns in the warp) which 
creates a well-balanced fabric. Flax and hemp were 
identified as the raw materials. It is now discoloured 
to a greenish hue owing to mineralisation. No further 
information indicated its original colour (Morillo 
Cerdán and Rodriguez Peinado 2013, 328, 335–336). 
There were no vessels close to the coin hoard, so the 
fabric moneybag was not kept inside a jar or another 
kind of container (a practice that has been reported 
in other case studies such as Deutschkreutz, Austria). 
The linen moneybag was probably lost by its owner 
and left after the violent episode that provoked the 
abandonment of the site. 

and several Late Antique graves from modern-day 
Austria are discussed.
Most of the textiles were excavated and analysed 
in the late 20th and early 21st centuries. Their 
preservation and examination are the result of 
a new awareness of textiles in archaeological 
practice. During the 20th century, the lack of 
attention to organic remains limited the evidence 
available. Many items were recorded without 
context and, in the best cases, given minimal 
publication at the end of long archaeological 
reports with sparse data. This led to the perception 
that such archaeological textiles did not exist. 
This was especially so for countries such as Spain 
and Portugal where the preservation conditions 
were not optimal (Morgado-Roncal 2021b) and 
therefore not many textiles have been recorded so 
far. Luckily, the state of textile research has been 
improved thanks to international projects, centres 
of research, and networks (DressID, EuroWeb 
project, CTR in Denmark, TRC in Leiden, etc.).

Military vicus: Puente Castro (León, Spain)
The military vicus of Puente Castro (Ad Legionem) is 
located 2.5 km from the camp of legio VII gemina in 
León (Spain). It dates from the mid-first century CE 
to the mid-third century CE, when it suffered violent 
destruction that accelerated its abandonment. This 
Roman site was barely known until its rediscovery 
during the construction of the south ring road in 
2000. The archaeological excavations (2000 to 2001) 
uncovered several buildings organised orthogonally 
along a street with NW–SE orientation (Álvarez Ordás 
et al. 2000/2001; Morillo Cerdán et al. 2018, 145–149). 
Later excavations in 2011 confirmed the large size of 
the settlement, although its borders were not found 
(García Marcos 2010; Morillo Cerdán et al. 2018, 146). 
The fact that two military vici were associated with the 
same camp is also attested in other legionary camps 
such as Carnuntum in modern Austria (see below). 
Consequently, the vicus of Puente Castro follows the 
characteristics of similar sites of the septentrional 
frontier (Morillo Cerdán and Rodríguez Peinado 2013, 
326–327). 
Some of the buildings were identified as houses 
with a rectangular floorplan (striphouses). In one of 
the rooms of Domus 1, a coin hoard was found with 
textiles attached (Morcillo Cerdán and Rodríguez 
Peinado 2013; Morillo Cerdán et al. 2018, 148). It was 
reported to be a linen moneybag or bursa that was 
preserved by the metal salts in contact with some of 
the coins. The bursa was preserved as five fragments 
attached to four coins (fig. 1). The coins were 

Fig. 2: Domus of Mitreo, Augusta Emerita (Mérida, Spain). In 
situ localisation of the coins with attached textiles (Images: after 
Consorcio Ciudad Monumental de Mérida and Bustamante et al. 
2023, fig. 3A)
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architectural complex in the second century CE. 
Then, at the end of the third century CE, the domus 
of Mitreo suffered an unexpected fire that led to its 
abandonment. During the fifth century CE, the house 
became a place of uncontrolled destruction which led 
to its complete loss (Bejarano Osorio and Bustamante-
Álvarez 2023b, 17–21). 
The archaeological site has two big nuclei: the house – 
domus – and a semi-private bath – balneum (located in 
the east of the house). In one of the balenum’s rooms the 
textile find was unearthed (see Bustamante-Álvarez et 
al. 2023). During the archaeological excavations in 
2017, a set of 53 coins with fabric attached to them 
was found in the southwestern corner of room 44 
(fig. 2). This area had different uses over time, but 

Domus of Mitreo: Augusta Emerita (Mérida, Spain)
The domus of Mitreo is situated extra moenia of the 
Roman city of Augusta Emerita (Mérida, Badajoz), 
the capital of the province of Lusitania. It dates to 
the end of first century/beginning of the second 
century CE to the end of the third century CE 
(Bejarano Osorio and Bustamante-Álvarez 2023a). 
It is one of the best examples of private architecture 
in the Iberian Peninsula. The house has wonderful 
mosaics (for example, the Mosaic of Cosmos), 
a complex architectural organisation as well as 
beautiful wall paintings. It was discovered in 1967 
by García Sandoval and it consists of two different 
domus. Initially, during the Flavian era, two houses 
were designed, but they ended up as one large 

Fig. 3: Domus of Mitreo, Augusta Emerita (Mérida, Spain). Details of the coins with the attached textile fragments. Photographed with a 
stereoscopic and optical microscope with polarised light (LEICA DM750, X4-X200, software LAS v. 4.9.0) (Images: after Departamento de 
Bienes Culturales Universitat Politècnica de València, Servicios Microscopía (UPV) and Bustamante-Álvarez et al. 2023, fig. 4)
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It may have been hung up rather than worn or 
carried to avoid the deterioration of the fabric. On 
the other hand, there was a small pot near the coins 
that could have been the container for the wrapped 
coins. Both hypotheses would explain the delicate 
nature of the fabric. Generally, moneybags were 
made of leather; a material much more resistant to 
friction. If the only purpose of the textile was to keep 
a small group of coins together, then any kind of 
bag might have been suitable. However, moneybags 
were considered unimportant products and often 
crafted with recycled materials (Wild 2002, 23). 
Consequently, the use of such a fine fabric suggests 
either an intentional choice or maybe wealth. In the 
future, these questions should be further examined 
and compared with other archaeological finds. 

Grave: Casais Velhos (Portugal) 
The villa of Casais Velhos (nowadays Cascais, Portugal) 
was occupied from the first century CE to the seventh 
century CE, though its main period of activity was 
between the third century CE to Late Antiquity. The 
site is situated to the west of modern-day Lisbon on 
a hill close to the coast (Teichner 2007, 117). It was 
excavated in the 20th century (1945, 1968) as many of 
the archaeological remains were visible onthe surface 
and in danger of being destroyed (D’Encarnação 1968; 
Castelo Branco and Ferreira 1971, 69–73). The site is 
known for its impressive balneum and the remains 
of its heating system (brick arches – suspensurae). 
Casais Velhos has other significant infrastructures 
such as building 4 (a domus). During the excavations 
of this house, a set of loom weights was found inside 
(Castelo Branco and Ferreira 1971, 72–73). This points 
to the manufacture of textiles in a domestic setting 
and in the context of a rural area. Furthermore, close 

the discovery is associated with a later phase at the 
end of the third century CE/beginning of the fourth 
century CE that coincided with the traumatic fire that 
ended the use of the complex (Bustamante-Álvarez et 
al. 2023, 3–4).
The textile belongs to another bursa/marsupium – 
moneybag. The numismatic analysis of the coin 
hoard revealed 48 sesterces, two aces, a dupondius, 
and two antoninians (Velázquez Jiménez and 
Sardiña Linde 2023, 490, fig. 3). They date from the 
time of the Antonians to the mid-third century CE 
with a sesterce minted by Gallienus in Rome (253 to 
254 CE).
Two small textile fragments (fig. 3) were 
archaeometrically examined (fragment 1, 3 square 
mm; fragment 2, 2 square mm). The threads of 
thread system 1 are very fine with a diameter of 0.17 
mm and the threads of system 2 are more irregular, 
between 0.17 and 0.3 mm (Bustamante-Álvarez 
et al. 2023, 8–9). Detailed research on the threads 
indicated that they were produced by splicing, for 
which some oriental and Egyptian parallels can be 
identified (Gleba and Harris 2019, 2329–2346). The 
threads have s-twists in both systems. In thread 
system 2, the twist is tight to medium tight (28° to 
26°) and in thread system 1, a 30° twist was detected, 
but parallel threads were also observed (potentially 
a characteristic of splicing). 
Flax was identified with scanning electron 
microscopy (SEM/EDX) together with the diameter 
of the isolated fibres at 10 to 13 μm which indicates 
a delicate, high-quality linen (Bustamante-Álvarez 
et al. 2023, 9–11). An Egyptian origin has been 
suggested, although the use of Egyptian linen 
with a Hispanic construction cannot be excluded. 
Its greenish colour is the effect of mineralisation, a 
frequent effect observed on textiles in contact with 
coins. 
This bursa has been interpreted as a small hidden 
deposit in an unstable situation – the fire and 
abandonment of the house – or the small savings 
of a person working at the domus (Velázquez 
Jiménez and Sardiña Linde 2023, 489–491). It can 
be considered small savings because of the low 
number of coins (53) and because most of them are 
sesterces, which are low value coins (48). A sesterce 
is a one hundredth part of an aureus (approximately 
5.4 grammes of gold with Diocletian). Nowadays, 
the price of one gramme of gold is approximately 
€57.25 making one sesterce equivalent to €3.
On the one hand, it has been suggested that the 
delicate quality of the marsupium is consistent with 
long term use (Bustamante-Álvarez et al. 2023, 16). 

Fig. 4: Casais Velhos, a single coin with textiles attached (Image: 
after Castelo Branco and Ferreira 1971, plate VII; Cardoso and 
Encarnação 1990, 64, fig. 8)
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2012, 53–55). If we also consider that the necropolis 
dates to Late Antiquity (fifth/sixth century CE), it 
could be suggested that the textile fragments date 
from the third century CE to the fifth/sixth century 
CE. This chronology appears to match with the other 
textile parallels. 
Unlike the other case studies from Hispania, the textiles 
hold only one coin, so it is not clear that it was a bursa. 
The wrapping of one coin could be either associated 
with a dress adornment or a ritual practice. During the 
Roman imperial period, coins were placed in tombs 
to pay Caron’s obolus. This ritual practice persisted 
for some time (Cardoso and Cardoso 2021, 115) and it 
could explain the decision to wrap a single coin.  

Hoard: Deutschkreutz (Austria)
The provinces along the Danube (Noricum and 
Pannonia), faced a somewhat unsecure time in the third 
century CE. Troops of rival emperors or power factions 
within the Empire and plundering bands of barbarians 
invaded the provinces from north and moved through 
the country. In this situation, valuables were hidden, 
such as the find described above. In a forested area 
south of Deutschkreutz (Burgenland province in 
today’s Austria), a small hoard find was discovered 
by chance. It consisted of a pottery vessel filled with 
Roman coins (Dembski and Lang 2007). No other 
settlement features are known around the findspot. In 
the jar, 185 coins were found, including various denarii 
and antoninians from Emperors Pertinax to Gallienus. 
The series of coins begins in 193 CE and the final coin 
dates to around 258 CE. 
A special feature of this hoard is that two coins still 
had fabric remains adhering to them (Grömer 2014, 
catalogue; Rö-1 and table 13), preserved through 
contact with the metal. The two coins are antoninians. 
One of them could be identified as coinage of Valerian 
II (253 to 255 CE). Between the coins as well as on the 
surface of one of the coins, a tabby woven textile as 
well as fibre remains were found (fig. 5). The fabric 
is very fine with 0.2 to 0.3 mm s-single yarns and 17 
threads per cm in one system and 0.1 mm s-single 
yarns and 35 threads per cm in the other. The denser 
thread counts in one thread system give it a repp-like 
appearance. The raw material was identified as flax by 
scanning electron microscopy. The textile might have 
been a natural off-white colour but is now discoloured 
into a greenish hue owing to contact with the metal 
coins. 
Two different uses are conceivable for the textile 
remains. On the one hand, the coins could have been 
kept in a linen bag when they were placed into the 
jar and then buried. Remnants of seams that would 

to another building (number 3) there were two basins 
– pilae – excavated on the floor and coated with opus 
signinum. They were part of the artisanal economy and 
dyeing activities were suggested due to the presence 
of murex (Castelo Branco and Ferreira 1971, 82–83; 
Alarcão 1988, II 2, 122; Cardoso 1991, 49; Encarnação 
and Cardoso 1995, 205–206; Reis 2004, 126; Teichner 
2007, 117–119, 125–124; Sarmento 2012, 21–22), though 
this has been heavily discussed because it is not clear 
that the murex shell was fragmented. Even so, Casais 
Velhos has enough archaeological remains to highlight 
the presence of its textile manufacture and one of them 
is a textile fragment attached to a coin.
To the south of the balneum there is a necropolis (fifth/
sixth century CE), and a coin with an attached textile 
was discovered in one of the inhumations. This 
is one out of the few archaeological textiles from 
Prehistory to Late Antiquity discovered in Portugal 
(Castelo Branco and Ferreira 1971, 80–81; Soares et al. 
2018). Besides its known funerary origin, there is no 
further information on its in situ location. The textile 
fragments belong to the collection of old findings 
from the Museu Condes de Castro Guimarães 
(Cascais). It was first published as part of the report 
of the excavations (Castelo Branco and Ferreira 1971, 
79–81), but without thorough archaeometric analysis. 
Later, only a few articles mention this exceptional 
textile (Cardoso and Encarnação 1990, 64; Sarmento 
2012, 20; Cardoso and Encarnação 2021, 106; Cardoso 
and Cardoso 2022, 115), and therefore, it was partly 
forgotten. Unfortunately, as reported (Sarmento 2012, 
53), the textile has also been lost and its location is 
currently unknown. Consequently, the discussion will 
be based on the available data. 
It was reported as a linen textile that was preserved 
by the metal salts in contact with the coin (Castelo 
Branco and Ferreira 1971, 79) (fig. 4). As there are 
no known archaeometric analyses, the presence 
of other plant fibres such as in the bursa of Puente 
Castro (León) should not be disregarded. There is no 
information regarding its colour and the photographic 
documentation is in black and white. However, it 
could have had a greenish hue due to the effect of 
mineralisation. If there were remains of its natural 
colour it could have been white (the natural colour of 
flax), as is the case for the examples from Austria. The 
two fragments appear to be tabby-woven based on the 
photographs (Castelo Branco and Ferreira 1971, plate 
VII, 7; Cardoso and Encarnação 1990, 64, fig. 8). 
The researchers deemed the coin illegible, hence the 
absence of a specific chronology. Despite this, out of 
the 21 coins discovered in Casais Velhos, 15 date to the 
Roman period (third to fourth century CE) (Sarmento 
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of an infant (infant I, 18 months) buried in a third 
century CE sarcophagus made of white limestone 
(Grünewald 1982, 25–29). The child was found in 
a stretched supine position with some parts of the 
skeleton dislocated. As grave goods, the child had a 
glass bottle, a glass bead, an iron knife, an iron pin, 
and two coins, which are of interest here (fig. 6).
According to the first publication, textile remains 
adhering to a perforated coin were observed: “A 
coin ... lay on the left side of the chest, another 
..., under which even a remnant of cloth has been 
preserved, between the long bones of the legs. ... 
Denarius of Septimius Severus, Rome, from 200 CE 
perforated. On the obverse also perforated remnant 
of fabric” (Grünewald 1982, 25). The textile (Grömer 
2014, catalogue: Rö-7, plate 16) is a piece of a fine 

indicate a sewn pouch could not be seen on the small 
textile fragments. On the other hand, the jar could also 
have been lined with the linen fabric and the coins 
stored between the folds of the fabric. 

Graves: Carnuntum and Mautern-Burggartengasse 
(Austria)
Carnuntum (nowadays Austria), served as one of the 
main legionary fortresses in the Roman province of 
Pannonia. It was the capital city of Pannonia superior 
from 100 CE. It had more than 50,000 inhabitants 
and several grave districts. One of them is the 
cemetery belonging to the town that emerged as 
a civilian settlement, canabae legionis, south of the 
military camp (site Carnuntum parz. 691). One 
grave is of particular interest there. It is the tomb 

Fig. 5: Deutschkreutz (Austria), Roman coins with textiles from a coin hoard. Bottom row: analysis using scanning electron microscopy 
(Images: Karina Grömer, drawing of jar after Demski and Lang 2007)
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Fig. 6: Carnuntum, Parzelle 691 (Austria), a children’s grave with a textile on a coin. Analysis using light microscopy (Images: after Grömer 
2014, plate 16)
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0.3 mm s-single yarns in both thread systems with a 
thread count of between 14 and 16 threads per cm. 
The combination of leather and textile with the coins 
maybe represent a leather bursa lined with linen. The 
lining would further protect the metal from moisture 
and corrosion. There was also another textile in this 
grave (Grömer 2014, Rö-28). It was attached to the 
inner side of the iron belt buckle and thus can be 
interpreted as remains of a garment (a tunic), that was 
held together by a belt. It is a tabby, slightly finer than 
the textile on the coins, with 0.2 mm s-single yarns and 
16 to 18 threads per cm in both systems.
A similar situation was encountered in Mautern-
Burggartengasse grave 205. Again, coins were 
discovered in a stone box grave with two burials of 
adult individuals. The secondary burial had a fibula in 
the area of the shoulder. In the grave, five coins were 
found. They are Constantinian-Valentinian and thus 
date to the second half of the fourth century CE. A fine 
tabby-woven textile (Grömer 2014,  Rö-77) was attached 
to one of the coins. The textile is made of 0.2 mm s-spun 
yarns in both directions. The fragments are very small 
and the thread count could not be determined with 
certainty, as only 3 threads could be counted across 

tabby, evenly woven with 0.1–0.2 mm z-single yarn 
in both thread systems. It is quite dense with 25 to 
28 threads per cm in the warp and weft. It was made 
of off-white flax and is slightly discoloured. 
At the site of Mautern-Burggartengasse (Wewerka 
2000; Pieler 2004), in addition to settlement remains 
from the vicus of the Roman military camp Favianis 
(Imperial period), a large part of the Late Antique 
cemetery was identified. A total of 413 graves from the 
fourth to the fifth centuries CE were excavated there. 
Textile remains were found in 56 of them (Grömer 
2014, Rö-25–101).
In the case of Mautern-Burggartengasse grave 20, the 
findings are as follows (Grömer 2014, plate 22): in a 
stone box grave with a stone slab cover, two skeletons 
were found, anthropologically identified as women, 
and equipped with bracelets and belt buckles. The 
second skeleton was found in a stretched supine 
position. Corroded iron pieces and bronze coins with 
leather remains and tabby woven textile fragments 
were found between the legs (fig. 7) (Grömer 2014, 
Rö-29). The textile was 5 x 1 cm in size and folded 
several times. The technical details of the textile 
determined it to be a medium-fine quality made of 

Fig. 7: Mautern-Burggartengasse (Favianis, Austria), grave 20: Sarcophagus grave with a textile attached to a group of coins (Images: 
Karina Grömer)
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of Anfiteatro (Ruivo 2008, 29). The three examples 
from Augusta Emerita include sesterces – of low value 
– and a small number of coins, hence their everyday 
use as pouches. 
Not only in hoards but also in graves, evidence for 
purses or pouches made of textile or a combination of 
woven fabric and leather can be identified. The findings 
of Mautern-Burggartengasse graves 20 and 205 can 
probably be regarded as such. Comparison finds 
from other graveyards are known too (Zwentendorf 
in Austria: Grömer 2014, Rö-144; for Switzerland: 
Rast-Eicher 2001, 88). Sometimes, such remains are 
regarded merely as textile covers in which the coins 
were wrapped to be deposited into the grave. 
Finds of completely preserved pouches and bags in 
the Roman and early Byzantine world have been 
published and summarised (Linscheid 2011, 188–
192). They are usually known from dry preservation 
contexts in Egypt; for example, from Karanis, Dura 
Europos, Antinoopolis, and Saruna, as well as from 
one rare example in the more northern provinces, 
such as a find from Cologne in Germany (Linscheid 
2011). 
The small textile pouches were used primarily for 
storing and transporting personal items, especially 
coins. While leather pouches often had an elaborate 
construction with ornamentation (Linscheid 2011), 
textile pouches tended to be simpler. They were 
folded from a piece of linen or wool cloth and sewn 
together. They were minor faster productions and 
often produced with recycled material (Wild 2002, 
23; Morillo Cerdán and Rodríguez Peinado 2013, 337). 
On a pouch from Saruna in Middle Egypt, the edge 
has buttonholes sewn around it, through which a 
string was pulled.
Small pouches also found their way into pictorial 
sources. For example, in a gladiator scene on the 
Magerius mosaic at Amira in Tunisia (Ben Abed-Ben 
Khader 2003, fig. 196). In addition to the image of 
gladiators fighting against animals, servants were also 
depicted with small pouches titled saccis according to 
the inscription. The pouches probably contained coins 
for the victorious fighter. Likewise, the coin pouch 
plays an important role in the nave mosaic in Ravenna, 
Sant Apollinare Nuovo, dating to the first half of the 
sixth century CE (Hutter 1991, number 69) since it is 
the representation of Christ before Pilate. 
Other types of iconographic references come from 
the attributes of the deity Hermes/Mercury – god of 
trade, thieves, travellers, sport, and the messenger 
of the gods. The pictorial scenes of the thermopolium 
I, 8, 8 of Pompeii (Italy) depict a bursa between his 
attributes. In bronze sculptures, there are fascinating 

a length of 3 mm. The coins, unfortunately, cannot be 
attributed to one particular individual in the grave. 
But, as they were found together and to the side of 
the skeletons, they might have been deposited in the 
grave in a purse, as in grave 20.

Discussion
Roman textiles should be considered beyond simply 
attire. They were the coverings of amphorae, the sails of 
ships, part of interior furnishings, subsidiary elements 
of fishing (nets etc.), cordage, basketry (Alfaro Giner 
1984; Alfaro Giner 1997, 10; Wild 2004; Gleba and 
Mannering 2012, 1; Alfaro Giner 2020, 12; Morgado-
Roncal 2021a, 188), and so much more. Consequently, 
textiles were also used for various objects of daily use, 
either as the primary material of which they were 
made or into which they were incorporated. 

Textiles used as purses and wrappings for coins
Most trace presented here are clearly identifiable as 
purses or wrappings for coins. A textile cover for coins 
in a pot comes from the hoard find of Deutschkreutz in 
Austria. Other bursae or moneybags have been found 
in settlements in a military camp (Puente Castro, León) 
and in a luxurious domus (Augusta Emerita, Mérida) 
in Spain. In these two cases of Hispania, they did not 
seem to have been stored in a pot, but they could 
have been hung on the wall. The position would have 
protected the valuable material. The textiles are made 
of plant material, usually flax, although the one from 
Puente Castro was made of hemp. The examples from 
Spain are quite similar in terms of technicalities and 
chronology. Both bursae were stored during violent or 
traumatic events that led to the abandonment of the 
sites. The majority of coins at both sites, around 50 at 
each, date to the mid-third century CE. 
Across the Roman Empire, there are repeated finds of 
coins in hoards to which textile remains were attached 
– usually these are tabby-woven fabrics made of flax. 
Comparative materials to that at Deutschkreutz and 
the two bursae from Spain, are similar finds of fine linen 
tabby fabric in a coin hoard made in Alzey in Germany 
(Wild 1970, table B, Kat. Nr. 36.), in Brig in Switzerland 
(Rast-Eicher 2001, fig. 10.6), in the Oldcroft in Lydney, 
United Kingdom (Rhodes and Wild 1974), or in Rome 
in Italy, at the site Crustumerium, Cisterna Grande 
(Giuliani et al. 2011b). They may be wrappings for the 
coins, sewn pouches or marsupia. In Augusta Emerita 
(Mérida, Spain), there are similar coin hoards to the 
one in “Antigua Campsa” with 15 coins (250 to 260 
CE) in an area of demolition close to a building of the 
Oriental Necropolis (Bejarano and Ruivo 2005–2007, 
301–313) or another one with 16 coins from the domus 

ATR_65_gesamt.indb   73 21.12.2023   09:09:25



Archaeological Textiles Review No. 6574

Articles

exciting perspective: coinage as dress accessories. 
Its application as pendants or necklaces may have 
been frequent during the Roman era. Moreover, the 
Portuguese example with just one coin wrapped 
could indicate a ritual practice (Caron’s obolus) or a 
dress ornament of some sort. 
This paper shows the existence of a less-investigated 
Roman textile phenomenon. The comparison of 
different findings attests the frequency with which 
fabric would have partnered with coins. Objects 
such as bursae were minor textile productions, often 
the result of recycling, but immensely valuable as 
snapshots of daily life and everyday practices. In 
the future, it is hoped that new finds will contribute 
to the understanding of these fascinating Roman 
textile practices. 
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