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Dersingham Decoy, 1968

Throughout January the Decoy main­
tained a regular evening flight of Mallard, 
although the pond was frozen over for a 
number of days. Several large catches of 
duck were made and by the end o f the 
month each catch produced a retrap rate 
of 60%.

The breeding survey showed a slight 
decrease in the number of known breed­
ing pairs, to 13 Mallard, 3 Gadwall, 2 
Shoveler and one possible Teal. May 
brought a period of dry weather which 
resulted in a low mortality among duck­
lings compared with previous years. Out 
of 59 Mallard 36 were reared; of 28 Gad­
wall, 13 reared; of 18 Shoveler, 11 reared.

During the summer repair work and 
improvements to both pipes were com ­
pleted. By the end of September the duck 
population on the Decoy was at its maxi­
mum for 1968 with 768 Teal, 179 Mal­
lard, 11 Gadwall, 5 Garganey and 20 
Wigeon.

Exceptionally heavy rain during Sep­
tember and October flooded most of the 
surrounding stubble. These conditions 
were excellent for dabbling duck and re­
sulted in very few being caught during 
the first half o f the season. By the end 
of October the Teal population dropped 
to between 100-200, this level being main­
tained until the end of December. Mal­
lard stayed at between 200-300 until the 
end of November, dropping through 
December to 100-125.

The total number of duck ringed dur­
ing 1968 was 1,344, made up of 888 Mal­
lard, 423 Teal, 20 Gadwall, 5 Wigeon, 2 
Shoveler, 1 Pintail, 3 Garganey, 1 Tufted

and 1 Scaup. O f these 171 were caught 
in cage traps. 1,265 birds other than 
wildfowl were ringed.

A  first batch of 50 W.A.G.B.I.-reared 
Mallard was released in July and by 
November all had dispersed from the 
area. Further releases will be made dur­
ing 1969 in the hope that some of them 
will stay and increase the breeding popu­
lation in the area.

A  dog was obtained for training as a 
piper at the Decoy. All through his train­
ing Mallard and Teal were decoyed to 
the pipe entrance, at times as many as 40 
duck. Another red letter day in the his­
tory of the Decoy came on 24th February 
1969 when the first two duck, both Teal, 
were caught by decoying with a piper. 
With this additional method of catching, 
1969 should be a most interesting season 
to say the least.

Monthly totals of ducks caught and 
ringed in Dersingham Decoy, 1968.

Mallard Teal Others Totals

Jan. 146 8 5 159
Feb. 52 — 1 53
March — — .— —

April 2 — — 2
May — — — —

June — — — —

July 21 2 1 24
August 98 29 18 145
Sep. 65 110 8 183
Oct. 150 94 — 244
Nov. 194 127 — 321
Dec. 160 53 — 213

Totals 888 423 33 1344
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Wildfowl censuses and counts

Goose censuses

Pink - footed Goose Anser brachyrhyn­
chus. About 65,000 Pinkfeet were counted 
in Britain at the time o f the annual cen­
sus held on 9th/10th November 1968. 
This figure shows no change from that 
for the previous year. Also similar was 
the low breeding success as measured by 
the percentage of young birds counted in 
the flocks (11.7% young birds; average 
brood size 1.4).

European White - fronted Goose Anser 
albifrons albifrons. Peak numbers in 
Britain were reached in mid-January 1969 
when 11,200 birds were counted. This 
was a somewhat earlier peak than normal;

by the time of the census held on 8 th / 
9th February numbers had dropped to
8,800. Although the previous winter’s ex­
ceptional peak of 12,000 was not repeated
the general level of population was above 
the average o f recent years. Breeding had 
been poor (13.2% young; average brood 
size 1.6).

Greenland White-fronted Goose Anser 
albifrons flavirostris. N o census was car­
ried out but counts at major Scottish and 
Irish haunts showed no change from the 
levels of recent years. In Scotland a 
sample of 450 contained 16.4% young; in 
Ireland a very much larger sample of 
several thousand had 35.0% young.
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Greylag Goose Anser anser. 61,000 Grey­
lags were counted during the annual cen­
sus on 9th/10th November 1968. This
represents a slight increase over the 
previous winter, but breeding had been 
the poorest recorded in twelve years of 
counts (5.9% young; average brood size 
1.3).

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis. The 
flock wintering on the Solway, which 
breeds in Spitsbergen, reached a peak o f 
2,200 during the season. For the second 
year running breeding had been good 
(23.2% young).

The Greenland population of Barnacle 
Geese was not fully censused. Increased 
numbers were found to be wintering on 
Islay, with over 12,000 present through 
the winter, but it is not known whether 
this represents an overall population in­
crease, or merely a redistribution. Breed­
ing had been poor (9.5% young; average 
brood size 1.3).

Light-bellied Brent Goose Branta berni­

cla hrota. The highest count at Lindis- 
fame, Northumberland, of the Spitsber­
gen population reached 1,000. In Ireland
censuses were held in November 1968 and 
February 1969 of the Greenland stock 
when 7,765 and 5,982 birds were counted 
respectively (1.5 % young).

Dark-bellied Brent Goose Branta berni­

cla bernicla. The highest count in Britain 
was 13,700 in mid-January 1969. This is 
over 2,000 below the peak for the last two 
winters, and counts from the rest of the 
wintering range in France and Holland 
show that there has been an overall 
decrease. The main reason is the almost 
total breeding failure (< 1%  young) fol­
lowing the poor production of 1967 
(6.0%).
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Duck counts

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna. This species 
was more plentiful than usual in the
early part of the winter (especially
December), but less so from January on­
wards.

Teal Anas crecca. The counts in October,
November and March were the highest
since 1964-65. A  marked improvement was 
noted in Scotland during the early part 
of the winter, and later there were rela­
tively large numbers in the south-west. 
The seasonal index topped 50 for the 
first time in four years.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos. Throughout 
the winter the species was rather less 
plentiful than usual in the eastern and

northern parts of the country, and notice­
ably more plentiful in the west.

Wigeon Anas penelope. This was the best 
season since 1955-56 and the second best 
on record. Large numbers were present 
in all districts throughout most of the 
winter, and in November and January 
the counts were the largest recorded for 
the time of year. This is now the fifth 
consecutive season to show an increase 
in the seasonal index.

Pochard Aythya ferina. This species was 
not as numerous as in recent seasons, but 
still well above the level of the early 
1960s. Very large numbers were recorded 
in Scotland from October until January, 
but elsewhere results were generally dis­
appointing.

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula. This 
species was plentiful throughout the win­
ter in southern and western districts and 
very plentiful in Scodand during the first 
half of the season. The seasonal index is 
the highest since 1965-66, and slighdy 
above the average level o f the last ten 
years.

Seasonal Indices, 1968-69 (1959-60=100) 
Shelduck 102 Wigeon 124
Teal 52 Pochard 162
Mallard 104 Tufted Duck 102

International wildfowl census

The third international wildfowl census 
was held in mid-January 1969. Counts 
were made in Britain at 1,291 sites pro­
ducing the following numbers of duck:

Shelduck 36842
Pintail 8660
Teal 36054
Mallard 148181
Gadwall 492
Wigeon 150233
Shoveler 2925
Eider 10289
Pochard 28517
Tufted Duck 29029
Scaup 17893
Common Scoter 3823
Velvet Scoter 27
Long-tailed Duck 284
Goldeneye 7897
Smew 64
Red-breasted Merganser 3394
Goosander 1385

Total 486029

Counts from other countries total over
4,860,000 ducks from 4,800 sites.

G. L. ATK IN SO N -W ILLES 
C. J. BEALE


