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merous examples of notions and vocabulary used in the camps are given, some of these
influencing daily language. Similarities in behaviour between punished people and archaic
cultures are observed. The effects of the “camp culture” on the society as a whole are
discussed.

Paulina Tallroth: The development of the German abortion law in comparison to the deve-
lopment in the Nordic countries. [Utvecklingen av den tyska abortlagstiftningen i jimforelse
med utvecklingen i Norden]. Pp. 36-49.

The long-lasting discussion regarding the German legislation relating to abortion culminated
in the early 1990°s along with the German reunification. According to the doctrine in the
Federal Republic of Germany, a fetus enjoys an independent, constitutional right of life
beginning from conception and abortion has consequently been a matter of penal law. In
the German Democratic Republic, the abortion law had been a liberal one, focusing on the
woman and not the fetus. This latter law was declared to be in conflict with the German
Constitution. A solution for the reunified Germany was found in 1995. According to this,
an abortion performed due to a medical or penal indication is neither punishable nor
unlawful. However, abortion is more commonly performed on the wish of the pregnant
woman. If she has received professional advice, the formal criteria of the law are fullfilled
and the abortion is unpunishable — yet, it is dogmatically and ethically unsatisfying that such
an abortion still is considered unjustified.

Compared with the situation in Germany, the legislation relating to abortion has in the
Nordic countries not been subject to major discussion recently. The Nordic abortion laws
from the early 1970’s show a much more pragmatic approach to the abortion issue:
according to the doctrine there exists no life before the fetus can be assumed to be able to
live outside the womb. Thus there is no conflict between an early performed abortion and
the right to life. The Nordic abortion laws operate with pure time limits for an abortion
(Sweden), with indications (Finland and Iceland) or with combinations of these concepts
(Denmark and Norway). In practice, however, the result is an easily obtainable abortion as
all Nordic countries strongly focus on the right of the woman to decide this issue.

Helgi Gunnlaugsson: Crime in Iceland: In Comparative Perspective [Kriminalitet i Island:
Internasjonalt perspektiv], Pp. 50-59.

This study attempts to locate criminality in Iceland within an international context. Using
various methods, such as available official crime data and opinion survey results, an overview
of the local crime situation is established. Even though by most international standards the
Icelandic crime situation for serious offenses may appear relatively trivial, a deep concern for
crime was found, especially regarding offenses related to substance use. This concern was
moreover widely shared among the public, various legal authorities and in newspaper accounts.
An attempt is made to explain this situation in terms of the criminological literature and by
providing social and historic material about Iceland.
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