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Preface
“Archaeology is a team sport”

In 2001 the Zea Harbour Project (ZHP) began the investigations of  the ancient shipsheds and slipways in Zea 
Harbour in the Piraeus. The site was first excavated and surveyed properly in 1885 by I.C. Dragátsis and W. Dörp-
feld, whose precise work has been invaluable to the understanding of  the architecture and topography of  the Zea 
shipsheds. Since then, only a few studies have touched upon the subject, and the ZHP’s findings establish for the 
first time conclusive evidence regarding several architectural aspects and construction phases of  these important 
structures.

The present study represents six years of  Greek-Danish collaboration in the period between 2001 and 2006 in the 
harbours of  the Piraeus. The work was completed by the ZHP with and under the auspices of  the Danish Institute 
at Athens (DIA), the Ephorate of  Underwater Antiquities, and the 26th Ephorate of  Prehistoric and Classical 
Antiquities. I wish to express my gratitude for our fruitful collaboration. I wish to single out Dr. Dimitrios Kour-
koumelis, our main supervisor from the Ephorate of  Underwater Antiquities, who has been a great friend to the 
project and often gone out of  his way to help us. I wish to thank in particular Dr. Kornelia Axioti, Dr. Aikaterini 
Dellaporta, Dr. Elpida Hadjidaki, Stratos Karagiannakis, Sophia Michalopoulou, Dr. Kalliope Preka-Alexandri, Dr. 
Elias Spondylis, Dr. Georgios Steinhauer, Alexandra Syrogianni, and the staff  of  the Danish Institute at Athens 
(DIA), especially the former directors. Dr. Jørgen Mejer’s (†) never-ending enthusiasm for the project in the early 
stages ensured a good beginning, and he is missed. I also wish to thank the present DIA director Dr. Rune Fred-
eriksen and the former DIA director Dr. Erik Hallager for their assistance, as well as the former DIA assistant 
directors Dr. Jonas Eiring and Jesper Tae Jensen, and the ever-helpful Hanna Lassen (DIA secretary), and Lone 
Gad-Pilarinou (DIA accountant). Their support has been invaluable. Furthermore, I wish to thank Birgitta Hal-
lager, John F. Coates (†), Dr. Kalliopi Baika, and David Blackman for their help and advice in the early stages of  
the project.

Other people have been key factors in the success of  this project. Dr. John Hale of  the University of  Louisville 
has been a great friend both personally and professionally. Richard C. Anderson (former architect to the American 
Agora Excavations) should be singled out for developing our survey system and adding precision to our work over 
the years. I also wish to thank Prof. Vincent Gabrielsen of  the University of  Copenhagen, who has been an impor-
tant mentor to us. Charles William Davenport Pochin, a renowned diving technician who has participated in more 
underwater excavations than most, has likewise been an invaluable help in setting up and constructing exceptional 
diving and excavation equipment, and remains a dear friend and mentor in life as in archaeology. Finally, I wish 
to thank Dr. Jari Pakkanen of  Royal Holloway, University of  London, my PhD supervisor, whose guidance has 
been important for the architectural research presented in this book. Dr. Susan Rotroff, Dr. Mark Lawall, and Dr. 
Paul Reynolds most kindly offered their expertise in examining the pottery from the project published by Mette 
Schaldemose in Vol. I.2. All Greek literature was kindly translated by Panagiotis Athanasopoulos; Stefanie Kennell 
translated the German quotes cited in this volume. 

Help during fieldwork and research has kindly been given by the Archaeological Museum of  the Piraeus, especially 
Dr. Kornelia Axioti, and from the Hellenic Maritime Museum, especially Johanna Berbili. Mrs. Anagnostopoulou 
and Mrs. Bafouni, the archivists of  the Historical Archive of  the Piraeus, have always been very helpful and sup-
portive. Likewise, the Municipality of  the Piraeus has kindly granted us the permit to study and record their archival 
material, and the Department of  City Planning has graciously provided crucial plans and maps of  the Piraeus. The 
staff  at the photographic archive of  the German Archaeological Institute at Athens has also been very helpful.
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It could not have been different, but it is a fact that our work in the harbours have often been somewhat intrusive 
in the daily life of  the Piraeus, and we thank Marina Zeas A/S and its staff, but above all its director, Mr. Kopitsas, 
and Nautikos Athlitikos Syllogos (NAS) in Mikrolimano, for the continued support and help with supplying wa-
ter, electricity, and storage facilities, but mainly for their patience in dealing with our many requests and demands. 
Similarly, I wish to thank the Olympiakos Sailing Club and Istioploikos Omilos (Hellenic Yacht Club) for their kind 
assistance during our fieldwork in Mikrolimano. The Port Police of  the Piraeus, and particularly the Port Authori-
ties of  Zea Harbour, have been kind to deal swiftly with our official documents, and have given essential help in 
ensuring safe diving. 

Numerous people have come through the project during the period 2001–2006. I am thankful for their dedica-
tion and hard work. Deserving special mention are Thomas Nygaard Andersen (diving technician), Michael Barry 
(student), Thomas Bildsøe (student), Allan Bjerre (student), Nancy Debono (student), Evangelia Fragou (student), 
Søren Handberg (student), Steve Hayward (archaeologist), Stuart Martin Heath (archaeologist), Mette Hvelplund 
(archaeologist), Troels Myrup Kristenen (student), Matthew McCallum (archaeologist), David Mixter (student), 
Giorgios Politakis (student) and Milica Vujovic (student). Under the often difficult and always physically hard work 
in the contaminated environment of  the harbours, it takes a special character to continue to keep a high level of  ef-
ficiency and professionalism. I am proud to say that the Zea Harbour Project has an extremely experienced, profes-
sional staff, and the project would not have been the same without them. Each person brings something unique to 
the project and all deserve mention for their hard work: Panagiotis Athanasopoulos (archaeologist), Niels Bargfeldt 
(archaeologist), Dr. Dan Davis (archaeologist), Sigrid Rasdal Eliassen (archaeologist and surveyer), Anne Hooton 
(finds drawing), Brian Klejn-Christensen (architect), Karen Lovén (conservator and archaeologist), Eva Mortensen 
(student), Ioannis Nakas (archaeologist and artist), Mads Møller Nielsen (archaeologist), Dr. Chryssanthi Papado-
poulou (archaeologist), Ioannis Sapountzis (archaeologist), Mette Kjær Schaldemose (Assistant Director (land); 
archaeologist), Ioannis Triantafyllidis (Assistant Director 2004–2008 (sea); archaeologist), and Vassilis Tsiairis (div-
ing technician and archaeologist). The project also benefitted from the experienced eye of  the Greek technicians 
from the 26th Ephorate of  Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities: Karolos Simmonds, Konstantinos Savoulitis and 
Georgios Mitropolis. I would also like to thank the developers of  our first web site (www.zeaharbourproject.dk): 
Rebekka Carlson, Mikkel Mayerhofer and Jeppe Christensen. 

The work would never have been undertaken had it not been for the continued funding of  the project from many 
different sources: the Eleni Nakou Foundation, the Velux Foundation, the G.E.C. Gads Foundation, the Sonning 
Foundation, the Augustinus Foundation and the American Friends of  the Zea Harbour Project. A special thanks 
for their generous assistance and support goes to George Robb and RPM Nautical Foundation, the principle 
sponsor of  the project 2001–2003, the Leverhulme Trust (which financed my PhD 2003–2006), and the Carlsberg 
Foundation, our main sponsor since 2004. Interspiro AB, who developed the essential diving AGA mask, and 
Viking (Trelleborg AB), who donated several diving suits for contaminated environments, also deserve special 
mention.

Finally, I am indebted to the editors of  this volume, Dr. Dan Davis and Dr. Athena Trakadas (who also designed 
the layout), who have undertaken the task of  meticulously correcting the text; the anonymous peer reviewers also 
provided valuable comments. Needless to say, any shortcomings are entirely mine. 

Bjørn Lovén
The Piraeus, Zea Harbour, Z-G5  
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I dedicate this book to the following people

Mette Kjær Schaldemose
Karen Lovén

Dr. Dan Davis
Dr. Jørgen Mejer (†)

Dr. Dimitrios Kourkoumelis
Dr. John Hale

Professor Dr. phil. Vincent Gabrielsen
Charles William Davenport Pochin

Richard C. Anderson
Mads Møller Nielsen

Brian Klejn-Christensen
Dr. Athena Trakadas

Panagiotis Athanasopoulos
Konstantin Kitsais
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