The Moneyers of St. Edmund

By Veronica Smart

The independent coinages struck by the Viking invad-
ers in the Danelaw are as enigmatic as they are histor-
ically interesting, and none more so than that struck
in honour of the royal saint Edmund who was killed
during a Danish raid on Suffolk in 869 (1). The event
is mentioned without much comment by the West
Saxon writers of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, and by
the time his first biography was written over a hun-
dred years later by Abbo of Fleury it had gained the
accretions of edifying myth, with similarities — indeed,
with explicit comparisons — with the passions of Our
Lord and St. Sebastian. During his lifetime, as King
of the East Angles, Edmund had been responsible for
the last native coinage of his kingdom. In 878 East
Anglia came under Danish rule through the partition
of the Treaty of Wedmore, and Guthrum, the Danish
signatory, struck a coinage there in his baptismal
name of Athelstan, which closely imitates that of his
godfather king Alfred.

The St. Edmund memorial coinage names no secu-
lar ruler but the obverse design — a large A in the field
— recalls earlier East Anglian types, and the associa-
tions of the saint are wholly East Anglian. Links with
Alfred’s last coinage, and the provenance of such an
overwhelming proportion of the known coins from the
Cuerdale hoard (2) have provided a chronology of c.
890-c.905. Dating, location, and the difficulties

against attributing the coinage solely and une-
quivocally to anywhere in East Anglia, have been dis-
cussed comprehensively by Mr. C. E. Blunt.

The most explicit feature of this coinage, apart from
the SC EADMVND REX on the obverse, is the
record of the moneyers’ names which it provides. The
nature of this record is remarkable, since the great
majority of these names are not English, nor even
Scandinavian, but continental in origin. This fact was
recognised at least as long ago as the compilation of
the British Museum Catalogue (3) in the 1890s but so
far no attempt has been made to relate the names to
their probable etyma and thus establish what the
proportions are. The great hindrance to such a survey
is the mass of blundered and incomprehensible
legends which make up a large part of this issue. For
many of the names one or two good readings exist,
consisting of a complete and comprehensible name
sometimes latinised, followed by a legible MONETA
or ME FECIT. Other dies render the name more
carelessly but still recognisably, but there then
remains a body of material ranging from possible con-
nections with the known names, to pseudo-epigraphy.
Often too it is not clear how the legend should be
divided, whether Latin endings other than in -us have
been attempted, whether MR may stand for the ele-
ment -mar or be part of the monetarius abbreviation.
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Bosecin (also Bomecn, Bomicn, where M is pre-
sumably to be read as a form of angular S placed
sideways). Probably CG Bosi- F. 329, M. 60b with the
Low German diminutive suffix -kin F. 356 but cf. also
Bosochind F. 329 where the second element is kind
‘child’. (Fig. 1.2).

Cunrnet, Cunriiete. °CG Cunrad F. 374; for -ret cf.
Adiret, OE Eadret.

Deinolt. CG Thegenold F. 1408, M. 66a.

Edulf. CG Edulf F. 450 but perhaps OE Eadwulf.

Eldecar. CG Hildegar M. 130a.

Elismus. Elis- detached from Biblical names M.
79a; the suffix -smus is also West Frankish, F. 1349.

Ergemond. Probably CG Argamund F. 144-5; for a/e
initial variation in this element cf. Ergefrede, Ercamar
ibid.

Erlefredus. CG Erlefrid, -fred F. 468, M. 8la-b.

Espertel SCBI 26 5. Possibly a diminutive of CG
Ansbert but Es- as a variant is rare at this period and
not found in West Frankish where the name would
have acquired the Romance suffix -¢/. Perhaps Latin
Expertus, recorded once as a personal name M. II 49
may be considered as the base.

Evvram. The closest parallel is in M. 48a sub Awi-
‘watermeadow’ which gives Awviramnus; for the variant
Ev- see Evigrimus ibid. CG Ew- ‘time, eternity’ F. 49,
M. 86a is not recorded with -hramn or equivalent.

Fredemund (also Fredemun and ?Franovndo). CG
Fredemund {. 536, M. 93a.

Gilenart. CG Gail- with internal extension in -n; M.
98a Gelenert. The only equivalent in F. is Keilhart 568.

8 hikuin 11

Giselfred. CG Gislefred F. 652, M. 110b.

Gisler. For above? or CG Gislehar, Gislerus M. 111a.

Gisleca? In a problematical group of coins presum-
ably all from the same moneyer the initial appears as
G, R, retrograde R, round and angular S. The best
reading is probably Gisle-. For the suffix -co, -ca see F.
353-4 but it is not recorded with Gisle- nor with any
form of Ris- or Sis-. A short form of Giselfred above?
(4).

Gotolbert Blunt p. 247. CG Godalbert, Gotolbert F.
686, M. 113b. Godal- is an extension of the stem God-.
Grimo (also Grime). CG Grimo F. 670, M. 116a.

Gundbert. CG Gundbert F. 699-700, M. 116b-117a.
This name also appears on coins of Edward the Elder
and of a ‘Sitric comes’ ¢. 890-900.

Haiebert. CG Hagabert F. 716, Haibertus, Heibertus M.
120a.

Hamin (also Hemnc; Hamni retrograde). The
controversial reading HEMNCREXE has given rise
to speculation that this may be a royal rather than a
moneyer’s name, but Hamin mone (and perhaps
Hamni mon retrograde SCBI 4 147) may well denote
the same person. The name Haming, Heming, though
old and common in Danish as a byname SPLY 138 is
not necessarily Scandinavian, being found early in
Frankish and Low German as a derivative of Haimo,
Hemmo, from Haim- ‘dwelling place’ F. 731-2, M. 122b.

Hartmari. CG Hartmar F. 756, M. 123b.

Hludovicus (also ? Hodu(mr)beco). CG Hludovic
F. 855, M. 133b.

Husca (HVSCAMMO). If this division of the
legend is correct, an uncompounded name in Hus- cf.
Husicho F. 936. Cf. also OE Hysca Redin 156. Scand.
Hus- is known only from original bynames such as
Huscarl, Husman SPLY 146.
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Iohanne. Biblical, from Hebrew jockanan, and as such
likely to be continental.

Isemund. CG Isemund F. 972.

Isembalt BM ex Seaby 1971. CG Isenbald F. 973,
M. 147a.

Milo. MILOMEECTS found on the obverse of a coin
whose reverse reads Oanddert me. F. 1122-3 M. 169
relate Milo to Mild- ‘merciful’, according to F. of great
antiquity, (whence also Lat. Milo).

Martinus. Ultimately from Latin Mars, the name
was especially popular in France because of St. Mar-
tin of Tours, apostle to the Gauls and patron saint of
the Merovingians, M. 76a-b.

Nordvico. One coin found at Northampton provides
this rcading, which has been interpreted as the
placename Norwich as mint-name. Although this
name appears on the obverse (cf. Milo above) it is
equally possible that this is the personal name Nordvic
F. 1171, M. 174b.

Odomer (ODOMERLAEX, ODOMONERLIAX).
If not the simplex Odo F. 186, M. 45b, with monetarius
abbreviations and unintelligible space-filling, then
perhaps CG Audomar, Odomar F. 198, M. 44b.

Odulbert (also Odulber, -be, -b). CG Odalbert F.
1184-5, M. 175a. Odal- relates to odal ‘native land’ and
thus should not be confused with Adalbert above.

Odulf (also Odulfus). CG Aud-, Od-ulf F. 205, M.
45a.

Otbert (also retrograde, and Otberus). CG Aud-,
Ot-bert F. 190, M. 43a.

Otibvini (also Otibvin, Otibini). Perhaps CG
Aud- Ot-wini but the dies are numerous and con-
sistently contain 4. This could possibly have arisen
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through a continental engraver’s unfamiliarity with
the OE graph F

Ouran. Very uncertain. The reading Quran from a
mark on several dies beside the O seems to me
unlikely. A possible interpretation might be to take O
as D (cf. AOAL for Adal- above) and read Duran, from
CG Durand F. 435, M. 76a.

Pancrad private collection Blunt p. 247. Possibly for
Dancrad, Thancrad F. 1404-5 M. 65a.

Rannl SCBI 26 6. Possibly Hramnulf, Rannulf F. 872,
M. 135.

Rather. CG Rather F. 1214, M. 181b. Reart and
Rerar, otherwise unintelligible, may be blunderings of
this name.

Remigius. Latin Remigius, popularised by St.
Remigius bishop of Reims, M II 97b.

Rodbetus (also Roidibert). CG Rodbert F. 893, M.
136a.

Rodul Vatican find. CG Hrodulf F. 919, M. 138b.

Sigemund (also Siemond -mund, Simund, Simun-
dus, Semund and blundered forms). CG Sigimund F.
1330, M. 198b but see also OE names.

Stephan (also Stephaes) Gk Stephanos, popular in
Frankish sources from the cult of St. Stephen the first
martyr, M. I 108. Also found as a moneyer’s name on
coins of Alfred’s last type.

Tedred. CG Tedrad M. 69b. F. 1389-90 takes the Ted-
names separately as from taita ‘cheerful’ whereas M.
treats them with Deod-, Theod- ‘people’ which seems
preferable.

Tedwin. The best reading is TEDVVINVSMEFC
but other forms are TIBVINIOMER and TBYIN-









suffix -el (Abonel) are associated with the West
Franks, although -cin (in Bosecin?) is Low German.

Clearly, then, the sudden appearance of such large
numbers of continental names in a Danelaw coinage
presents a problem. Continental moneyers’ names are
of course not confined to the St. Edmund coinage, but
their dominance there demands some explanation. I
have sketched elsewhere (5) the outlines of continen-
tal involvement in the Anglo-Saxon coinage; briefly,
such names do occur, but are scarce before the issue of
Alfred’s last type. Thereafter their share of the
moneyers’ names grows gradually until in the mid
tenth century continental names take between twenty
and thirty per cent of the total. This begins to decline
in Edgar’s reign, and in the post-Reform coinage con-
tinental names are certainly present, but in nowhere
near such a strong position. The St. Edmund involve-
ment is altogether of a different order from continental
moneyers’ names elsewhere even at their peak.

Keary (6) has two suggestions to explain the St.
Edmund moneyers. The first takes account of the
relationship between the St. Edmund coinage and the
Danish settlement of the eastern counties and sup-
poses a large number of Frankish soldiers or captives
amongst the Great Army. The documentary evidence
is sparse, and the placename evidence inextricably
overlaid by post-Conquest continental immigration,
but there seems little reason to believe that the west-
ern continental element in the Scandinavian settle-
ment of the Danelaw was of such a proportion that the
incidence of continental names on the coinage could
in any way be a reflection of the population at large. If
the St. Edmund names represent an influx of first-
generation immigrants, then it seems more likely that
they were introduced or encouraged because of their
particular skills.

The implication behind Keary’s other suggestion is
attractive. It is that the St. Edmund moneyers may
have come from a large merchant class of continental
descent already resident in England. Again, there is
no evidence for such a class, but names in documenta-
ry sources tend to tell us about landowners and clerics
rather than merchants. If such was the case, the prob-
lem is then why they should have become so heavily
involved in the production of coinage at this particu-
lar time. Previous to the Danish settlement the East
Anglian moneyers all bear English names, with the
possible exceptions of Reghelm (7) and Ragenhere
(8). The Danish king Guthrum, on the other hand,
employed moneyers with the continental names
Abenel, Berter, Guntere and Iudelberd, amongst a
total of perhaps eight intelligible names on his coins
(9). The mere fact that the rulers have no experience
in producing a coinage may be immaterial, as the
later example of Cnut would demonstrate, but the
Danish raids on East Anglia may have thoroughly
destroyed fiscal organisation. We cannot be certain
whether the deficiency was made up by new immi-
grants or from a continental-descended community of
extraordinary conservatism in giving and recording
names.

One final tentative suggestion: granted that without
the Cuerdale find our knowledge of the St. Edmund
coinage would be meagre, it was obviously struck on a
considerable scale and thus may equal in some ways
an increase in the output of the coinage, comparable
with the expansion of coinage under Alfred and his
successors in which continental-named moneyers
began to take a larger part. There may, then, have
been a shortage of personnel amongst the Anglo-
Saxon craftsmen from whom moneyers had hitherto
been drawn.
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This paper has no pretensions to be definitive on
the St. Edmund moneyers. I have attempted to give a
philological base for the discussion of some questions
that I have aired, rather than answered. 1 have ven-
tured here outside the area in which Professor Mal-
mer and I have for many years been colleagues, but
have been able to do so because our collaboration in
the later Viking Age series has helped to keep alive for
me an interest in the names which appear — so tantal-
isingly — in the brief inscriptions of the Anglo-Saxon
coinage.
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